
Dallas Small Business Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, May 2, 2006 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Priorities for FY06: 
1. Ensure a variety of small businesses are represented on the SBAC/recruited for membership 
2. Develop relationships with elected officials to ensure they are informed on small business 

environmental issues 
3. Provide SBAC input on rules and major issues facing the Agency 

 
 
Meeting convened at 10:00 A.M.  Ken Benson, Jr., Co-Chair, called the meeting to order and began with 
the introductions of members and guests in attendance. 
 
Open Forum 
 
Members began discussing the State Implementation Plan (SIP), an enforceable plan developed at the state 
level that explains how the state will comply with air quality standards according to the Federal Clean Air 
Act.   Members voiced their concerns with regard to inaccuracies in the plan and how the SIP numbers 
seem unattainable.  David Hudson, Senior Technical Specialist, discussed the TxLED (Texas Low 
Emission Diesel) control measure, and explained that while biodiesel decreased some emissions, it 
increased NOx.  Because of this, biodiesel must be mixed with 10% petroleum, unless suppliers want to go 
through rigorous testing to prove that it does not increase NOx emissions.   
 
The DFW Minor Source rule, which requires affected boilers, process heaters, stationary engines, and gas 
turbines at minor sources to comply with certain NOx emission specifications, was also discussed.  Stacy 
Wright commented that small businesses are going to have a tough time meeting new regulations under this 
proposed rule.  Committee showed interest in commenting on rule [ACTION].   
 
Esther Gebhart discussed a low income grant that was enacted to repair cars with ineffective emissions.  
Ms. Gebhart said that there was plenty of grant money, but the marketing for the program was difficult.  
Currently, there is a brochure that gets handed out to people when their vehicle fails the state inspection and 
emission testing.  She recommended that TCEQ should include the grant information when sending out 
Smoking Vehicle letters to consumers [ACTION]. 
 
Rules Update 
 
Tamra-Shae Oatman, SBLGA Section Manager, gave an update to the committee on relevant rules.    The 
DFW Minor Source rule was reviewed again, with members commenting that area and non-point sources 
were bigger issues than the point sources that the state was focusing on.   
 
Ms. Oatman also discussed the Multi-Sector General Permit (Industrial Storm Water), and went over the 
proposed revisions that might affect small businesses.  Several of the proposed revisions are DMRs will be 
submitted (previously kept on site), benchmark sampling will now occur twice per year instead of once per 
year with the possibility of a waiver, and quarterly visual monitoring must occur regardless of operational 
hours.  A member asked why electronic submittals were allowed to have 120 days to complete the NOI 
instead of 90 days.  Ms. Oatman stated that she would inform the members of the reason [ACTION].  
Sophia Harvey wanted clarification on the definition of owner/operator, as it refers to the MSGP permit.  
Mr. Hudson stated that he would send her the clarification [ACTION].   
 
Ms. Oatman updated members on the upcoming Dry Cleaner Initiative, explaining that a letter from the 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement was mailed out to unregistered dry cleaners on March 24, 2006.  
Dry Cleaners that were not registered by April 26, 2006 would be targeted for an investigation.  Ms. 
Oatman thanked Esther Gebhart for informing the Chamber’s dry cleaner members about the Dry Cleaner 
initiative prior to this letter.   



Ms. Oatman briefly touched on the Waste Collection Sales Tax, informing members that some 
environmental service companies that pick up hazardous, class 1 and class 2 wastes are inappropriately 
charging sales tax.  According to the Comptroller’s Office, sales tax is not to be assessed on hazardous or 
class 1 waste.  Class 2 waste, which is plant trash and garbage, can be assessed a sales tax for the collection 
service.  Any problems with the proper use of sales tax will need to be resolved through the Comptroller’s 
Office (1-877-662-8375).   
 
Texas Emission Reduction Program (TERP) 
 
Ms. Tasha Burns discussed the TERP program with the committee.  TERP is a voluntary incentive grant 
program of the TCEQ, developed to help remove older, higher-emission vehicles and equipment off the 
road.  Grant funds can be used to replace older vehicles and equipment and/or engines with newer models, 
which are rated with higher engine emission standards.  Ms. Burns explained that there were two types of 
programs under this grant:  the Emissions Reduction Incentive Grant and the New Rebate Grant Program.  
Ms. Burns explained that the New Rebate Grant Program was non-competitive, with predetermined 
replacement and repower amounts.  Ms. Burns also stated that half of the funding was set aside for small 
businesses, and explained the TERP definition of a small business as:  owns and operates not more than 
two on-road vehicles or pieces of non-road equipment, one of which is 1) an on-road diesel heavy-duty 
vehicle with a pre-1994 engine model or, 2) a non-road diesel-powered piece of equipment with an engine 
with uncontrolled emissions.  The deadline for the Incentive Grant is June 16, 2006, and the deadline for 
the Rebate Grant is July 31, 2006.   
 
Action Items from This Meeting 
 
Include Low Income Grant (for repairing cars with ineffective emissions) information with the Smoking 
Vehicles letter. 
 
Clarify why there are different time tables for electronic vs. mail submittal of NOI for the MSGP renewal 
(120 days electronic vs. 90 days mail) 
 
Clarifiy the definition of owner/operator on MSGP, as requested by Ms. Harvey 
 
Closing Remarks, Meeting Adjourned 
 
Joe Polanco, Co-Chair, thanked members for their attendance and participation, and adjourned the meeting. 
 
 

Next Meeting:  August 1, 2006 
 
 


	Meeting Notes and Action Items 
	Brian Christian – Manager of Small Business and Local Government Assistance  
	Chris Meeks – SBLGA, Region 4, Dallas SBAC coordinator 
	Stacy Wright – City of Farmers Branch, Environmental Manager 
	Open Forum – productive and effective discussion within the committee 


	dallas-april-07.pdf
	Meeting Notes and Action Items 
	Ken Benson, Co-Chair – Welcome and Introductions 
	Chris Meeks – SBLGA, Region 4, Dallas SBAC Coordinator 
	Melinda Houlihan – SBLGA, Central Office 
	Open Forum – productive and effective discussion within the committee 
	 Melinda Houlihan – SBLGA, Central Office 
	Ken Benson – Review of Action Items and Closing 



	dallas-oct-06.pdf
	Meeting Notes and Action Items 
	Matthew R. Baker, P.E. – Director of Small Business Environmental Assistance 
	Sophia Harvey – City of Dallas, Storm Water Management Section 
	Korean Dry Cleaners Association  
	Open Forum – brainstorming ideas on improving turnout as well as involvement 
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Dallas SBAC


Tuesday, January 23 2007 


10:00 AM-12:00 PM
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Meeting Notes and Action Items


Brian Christian – Manager of Small Business and Local Government Assistance 

· Does not see any major changes or overhauls for the section, reviewing current programs for efficiency and accuracy

· Supports the committee, however wants to make clear that any concern or consensus from the committee is totally separate of the SBLGA or its personnel 

Chris Meeks – SBLGA, Region 4, Dallas SBAC coordinator


· From last meeting:  Korean Dry Cleaners’ Association will be meeting with representatives from the Registrations Department concerning their struggles with communication with the department

· The storm water assistance tools are now up on the SBLGA web-page, including the storm-water worksheets


· The open forum is now longer, for more effective communication and discussion

Stacy Wright – City of Farmers Branch, Environmental Manager

· Pointed out that some businesses will travel from town to town, never obtaining any permit coverage nor pay any attention to NOVs from the TCEQ;  concerned that this promotes an unfair advantage over those businesses that actually do spend the time and money to obtain permit coverage

· Would like for officials to have a way to view current NOIs for people operating within the officials respective cities and some possible methods to ensure everyone who is subject to permit coverage is actually following the proper procedures for obtaining that permit coverage.


ACTION – contact TCEQ storm-water leader to check applicability of Central Registry Data and who has capabilities to view it; find out possible actions that may be pursued against those who will not “play by the rules”

Open Forum – productive and effective discussion within the committee

· Would like to see the TERP application process streamlined, feel that it is extremely too long and would like to see it made shorter and somewhat easier.

ACTION –  committee will write a brief letter to the appropriate personnel within the agency on behalf of the Dallas SBAC

· Would like to voice the consensus of the committee dealing with the SIP program

· Why are automobiles off limits, can we adopt the CAL LEV program, we should address the automobile issue so that small businesses do not have to take the brunt of the hit 


· we would like a very clear-cut definition or list of industries affected by the minor source NOx additions in the proposed Chapter 117 changes

· can we make it simpler, instead of BTUs or pounds per hour, could it be number of machines operating because small businesses are going to have a tough or impossible challenge of deciphering proposed language


ACTION – committee will write a letter during the comment period, ending February 12th, to the SIP program voicing the consensus of the Dallas SBAC concerning the proposed changes to the SIP 
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