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AGENDA 

OCTOBER 28, 2011 

MCALLEN CONVENTION CENTER 
 

 

Registration and Sign-In .............................................................................................................................................................................. 8:00 AM 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks ................................................................................................................................................................. 8:30 AM 
  

Moderator: Marcy Martinez, Reporter, KGBT TV 4  
 

Representative Eddie Lucio, III  

Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa 

Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.  

Hidalgo County Judge Ramon Garcia 

City of McAllen Mayor Richard F. Cortez  

TCEQ Commissioner Carlos Rubinstein 
 

Environmental Division ............................................................................................................................................................................... 9:15 AM 

Susan Ghertner, Director of Environmental Affairs, HEB 
 

Participants Break Out Sessions ................................................................................................................................................................. 9:45 AM 
 

Moderator: David A. Ramirez, Regional Director, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

City Ordinances: Used Scrap Tires/Plastic Bag Ordinance - Room 103C 

Alvin Patina II, Senior Deputy Constable, Hidalgo County Precinct 3 – Environmental Enforcement  

Luis Marin, Environmental Education Coordinator, City of Pharr – Tire Incentive Pilot Program 

Art Rodriguez, Public Health Director, City of Brownsville – Plastic Bag Ordinance  
   

Moderator: Chris Lash, Recycling Manager, City of McAllen 

Solid Waste and Recycling: Regional Programs/Markets/Challenges in the Rio Grande Valley -Room 103AB 

Grace Segovia, Environmental Education Coordinator, City of Pharr Recycling Center  

Jesse Mendez, Recycling Supervisor, City of McAllen Recycling Center  
 

Break and Booth Exhibits .......................................................................................................................................................................... 10:30 AM 
 

Energy Conservation .................................................................................................................................................................................. 10:45 AM 

Presenter: Catalina Madrigal Rupert, Community Relations Manager, TXU Energy 
 

Water Conservation ................................................................................................................................................................................... 11:15 AM 

Presenter: Wayne Halbert, General Manager, Harlingen Irrigation District 
  

Break and Booth Exhibits .......................................................................................................................................................................... 11:45 AM 
  

Lunch ........................................................................................................................................................................................................... 12:00 PM 

Keynote Speaker: TCEQ Commissioner Buddy Garcia  
 

Largest Zero Waste Event in Texas – Ballroom ........................................................................................................................................ .1:15 PM 

Presenters: Robert Medigovich, Municipal Coordinator, Community Waste Disposal Company 

  Donna Kliewer, Solid Waste Manager, City of Allen  
 

Youth Environmental Education Hands-On Break Out Session – Room 103 D ..................................................................................... 1:15 PM 

  Moderator: Delilah Martinez, Environmental Education Manager, City of McAllen 
Environmental Education Coordinators  

Grace Segovia, City of Pharr   Adam Weaver, City of Harlingen 

Janie Chapa, City of Edinburg   Luis Guerra, City of San Juan 
 

Minimization of Waste (The Importance of Composting) ......................................................................................................................... 2:00 PM 

Presenter: Roy Custodio, Compost Coordinator, City of McAllen  
 

Final Raffle/Closing Comments and Adjourn ............................................................................................................................................ 2:30 PM 


