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Goal 4: Improve Environmental Health

Key Guiding Principle: Strengthen capacity of local community residents and
other stakeholders to manage environmental and environmentally-related public

health issues.

Border-Wide Workshop Supports City Programs

The TCEQ offered a workshop on collection programs
for household hazardous waste in Brownsville on July
21, 2009 and invited cities and counties throughout
the 10-state U.S.-Mexico border region to send
representatives. The purpose was to provide a forum at
which cities with household hazardous waste collection
programs could exchange information on how they
operated their programs, and cities that currently don’t have
such programs could learh what works and what doesn'’t.

Thirty-six people attended, including representatives of the
following governmental entities:

The Cities of El Paso, Laredo, McAllen, Weslaco,
Harlingen, Pharr, San Juan, Brownsville, and
Austin, Texas

The Cities of Tucson and Yuma and the County
of Cochise in Arizona

The City of Chula Vista, California

The Municipios of Matamoros, Reynosa, Rio Bravo,
and Nuevo Laredo in Tamaulipas

The Municipio of Piedras Negras, Coahuila
The Lower Colorado River Authority (Texas)
Secretariat of Health, Tamaulipas
SEMARNAT

www.epa.gov/usmexicoborder

Presentations covered topics such as why local
governments should have such programs, how to plan
and organize, implementation, and public education.

The Lower Colorade River Authority has
worked with many cities on the development of
household hazardous waste collection programs,
and provided a manual that it had prepared.

Three of the participating cities do not currently
have this type of program. Subsequent to the
workshop, two of them prepared a joint proposal
for funding that was submitted to a federal agency.
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