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Maverick County
The City

Addressing lllegal Dumping

and
of Eagle Pass

U.S.-Mexico Border 2012 Program

Goal 3: Reduce Land Contamination

Key Guiding Principle:

Strengthen capacity of local community residents and other stakeholders to
manage environmental and environmentally-related public health issues.

New Landfill Will
Decrease lllegal Dumping

Officials in the County of Maverick believe that one of the
major causes of illegal dumping in the country is the area’s
lack of a Type | landfill site (municipal solid waste). After the
closure of a local landfill in 1994, illegal dumping increased,
mainly along creek beds, arroyos, and other sites through
which water flowed eventually into the Rio Grande. The
Rio Grande, the boundary between the United States and
Mexico, serves as the sole source of drinking water for both
the City of Eagle Pass (with approximately 24,000 people,
representing about half the population of the country) and
its Mexican neighbor--the Municipio of Piedras Negras.

Closure of the landfill in 1994 resulted in a need to
hire a private contractor to haul trash from Eagle Pass
and the rest of the county to a landfill in San Antonio,
140 miles from Eagle Pass. This led to an increase
in disposal fees for residents, which is believed
to have in turn led to increased dumping.

illegal

To reduce this illegal dumping, Maverick County made
a commitment to construct a new Type | landfill, about
16 miles southwest of Eagle Pass, to serve both city
and county residents. In April 2009 the county awarded
a contract valued at $1.14 million to a company for
construction of the first “cell” of the new landfill. That cell
will open for operations in early November 2009. Sixteen
cells are planned, which will give the landfill a projected
lifetime of 67 years.
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