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McAllen
Recycling & Composting
Program

U.S.-Mexico Border 2012 Program

Key Guiding Principle: Strengthen capacity
of local community residents and other
stakeholders to manage environmental and
environmentally-related public health issues.

Award Winning
‘““‘Save The Greens”
Program

McAllen started the first curbside, co-mingled recycling
service in Texas in1994. In FY 08 the recycling program
collected 4,000 tons of materials. In addition, a brush
collection system collected 24,000 tons that same
year. On 2006 the City initiated the “Save the Greens”
program which collects unsold produce and other
vegetative waste from area farmers, grocery stores,
and other businesses. The by-products are transported
to the city’s composting facility, where over a period of
weeks they are converted into compost. The compost
is then sold to consumers, including farmers who
continue the cycle by using it to grow more produce.

The city’s collaboration with area businesses is the first
of its kind in South Texas. In FY 08 that effort collected
136 tons. The city’s “Save the Greens” program wonh a
TCEQ Texas Environmental Excellence Award in 2008.

PARTNERS:

Globe Supermarket, McAllen, TX

Ruben's Grocery, McAllen, TX

Sustainable Agronomics Association, Edinburg, TX
Texas Cooperative Extension, Edinburg, TX
Texas Vegetable Association, Mission, TX
TCEQ and EPA
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