October 2009

Laredo
Cash for Tires Round-up

U.S.-Mexico Border 2012 Program

Goal 3: Reduce Land Contamination

Key Guiding Principle:
Strengthen capacity of local community residents and other stakeholders to
manage environmental and environmentally-related public health issues.

7,300 Tires Collected | | |
At this year’s event, approximately 7,300 tires were

In S|x HOUI"S collected in six hours. The partners in the project

y were the City/County Health Department, Solid Waste
Services Department, Parks and Leisure Services
Department, and Keep Laredo Beautiful.

Key Impacts:

* Removal of tires from public right of ways, creeks,
the river, and roadways

 Increased environmental consciousness through the
pre-event public awareness campaign

- Direct environmental education through cash-out
program

» Potential public health benefits through the
companion Environmental Health and Disease
Prevention Campaign

The City of Laredo Environmental Services Department
offered citizens the opportunity to make an environmental
impact through the delivery of old tires to the “Tire Corral.”

Texas - Tamaulipas - Nuevo Leén - Coahuila
During the one-day event, each participant was rewarded Regional Workgroup

with a payment of $1.00 / tire, with a limit of 16 tires.
Non-profit groups were exempted from the limit. An
educational outreach booth was available for citizens,
while they waited in line to drop off their tires.

L OKLAHOMA

M

100km border zone as defined

NEW MEXICO

The educational component informed citizens about fﬁ
many topics related to trash, including the possible s
public health implications of abandoned tires serving as
a breeding ground for disease-carrying mosquitoes after
rains. Community clean-up activities were publicized.
Demonstrations were staged, literature was distributed,
and there was a significant amount of personal interaction.

www.epa.gov/usmexicoborder
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