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August 2008 

EPA's CARE Program 
Awarded $300,000 to  
The City of Laredo 

U.S.-Mexico  
Border 2012  

Key Guiding Principle: 
Strengthen capacity of local community  
residents and other stakeholders to manage 
environmental and environmentally-related 
public health issues. 

Four-State Regional Workgroup 
(Texas - Tamaulipas - Nuevo León - Coahuila) 

T his award is part of EPA’s Commu-
nity Action for a Renewed Environ-
ment (CARE) program, a community-
based, community-driven effort that 
builds partnerships to help the public un-
derstand and reduce toxic risks from nu-
merous sources.  Since the program was 
established three years ago, CARE has 
provided a total of $7.75 million to more than 49 communities 
nationwide. 
 
The City of Laredo is a U.S.-Mexico border city with more than 
225,000 residents, 97 percent of the population is Latino, pri-

marily Mexican American, 
and over 50 percent are 
under-insured or unin-
sured.  This city is the 
largest inland port of entry 
with over 40 percent of the 
nation’s product and 
goods passing through its 
four international bridges 
between Mexico and the 
United States.  Laredo has 
taken various steps to 
safeguard the environ-
ment, initiate pollution risk 
reduction, develop hazard-

ous materials management and ensure environmental and 
health risks prevention have been taken.  
 
Under the CARE grant, the City of Laredo Health Department 
and the Environmental Services Department will conduct a 
stakeholder-based citywide intervention that will provide com-
munity-wide environmental and health prevention and educa-
tion to address the environmental priorities.  A few environ-
mental health issues of concern are high levels of lead, mer-
cury, and arsenic in blood, untreated waste water, air pollu-
tion from border- and port-related commercial activities, and 
illegal dumping. 

LAREDO’S CARE PARTNERS   

• Keep Laredo Beautiful  
• Border 2012 Task Force 

Groups  
• TCEQ 
• Nuevo Laredo - Secretaria 

De Salud   
• CILA - IBWC 
• Universidad Autonoma De 

Tamaulipas 
• Ciudad de Nuevo Laredo 
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