
 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
for Consideration of Resolution

 
AGENDA REQUESTED:   August 22, 2012 
 
DATE OF REQUEST:    August 3, 2012 
 
INDIVIDUAL TO CONTACT REGARDING CHANGES TO THIS REQUEST, IF 
NEEDED: Charlotte Horn, (512) 239-0779 
 
CAPTION: Docket No. 2012-0258-RES.  Consideration of a resolution appointing 
seven nominees to replace seven Water Utility Operator Licensing Advisory Committee 
(“the Advisory Committee”) members whose terms expire August 31, 2012.  The seven 
nominees are: Ray Gooden, Ginger Laird, Leonard Leinfelder, Mark Rich, Gary Sober, 
Robb Starr, and Michael Urrutia and approve continuing the existence of the Advisory 
Committee until August 31, 2016. 
 
The Advisory Committee operates through the Occupational Licensing Section of the 
Permitting & Registration Support Division.  The Advisory Committee assists and advises 
the TCEQ on matters related to the training and licensing of water and wastewater 
operators.  The Advisory Committee was created pursuant to Title 30 of the Texas 
Administrative Code, Chapter 5.  The Advisory Committee consists of thirteen members, 
representing various water and wastewater regulated entities, from diverse geographic 
areas of the state, ethnic groups, businesses, government entities, and associations.   
(Paul Munguía, Dinniah Tadema) (Rule Project No. 2012-032-RES-NR) 
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Interoffice Memorandum

 
To: 
 
Thru: 
 
 
From: 
 
 
Docket No.:

 
Commissioners 
 
Bridget C. Bohac, Chief Clerk 
Zak Covar, Executive Director 
 
Brent Wade, Deputy Director 
Office of Waste 
 
2012-0258-RES 

 
Date:  August 3, 2012

 
Subject:  Consideration of a Resolution Appointing Members to the Water Utility 

Operator Licensing Advisory Committee (Advisory Committee) and 
Continuing the Existence of the Advisory Committee until August 31, 2016 
Rule Project No. 2012-032-RES-NR  

 
Requested Action: 
Staff requests the Commission’s approval for the appointment of seven nominees to 
replace the   Advisory Committee members whose terms expire on August 31, 2012.  The 
seven nominees are: Ray Gooden, Ginger Laird, Leonard Leinfelder, Mark Rich, Gary 
Sober, Robb Starr, and Michael Urrutia.  Staff also requests the Commission approve 
continuing the existence of the Advisory Committee until August 31, 2016. 
 
Water Utility Operator Licensing Advisory Committee Background: 
The Advisory Committee operates through the Occupational Licensing Section of the 
Permitting & Registration Support Division (PRS).  The Advisory Committee assists and 
advises the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) on matters related to the 
training and licensing of water and wastewater operators.  The Advisory Committee was 
created pursuant to Title 30 of the Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 5.  The Advisory 
Committee consists of thirteen members, representing various water and wastewater 
entities regulated by the TCEQ.  These members are from diverse geographic areas of the 
state, ethnic groups, businesses, government entities, and associations.  
 
On July 8, 2010 the Commission approved Resolution (Docket No. 2010-0215-RES) which 
appointed new members to the Advisory Committee whose terms will expire August 31, 
2014.  With the approval of that same resolution, the Commission also extended the term 
of the Advisory Committee until August 31, 2014.  Due to the expiration date of August 31, 
2016 for the terms of the new appointees mentioned above, Staff requests that the 
Commission also extend the existence of the Advisory Committee until August 31, 2016. 
 
Selection Process: 
The PRS division solicited nominations to replace the members whose terms expire on 
August 31, 2012, by sending direct correspondence to interested persons within the 
regulated community, as well as asking current members of the Advisory Committee to 
recommend potential nominees.  Notice of Request for Nominations was published in the 
September 9, 2011 issue of the Texas Register.   The PRS division received a total of 19 
nominations to fill the upcoming vacancies within the Advisory Committee. 
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June 18, 2012 
Re:  Docket No. 2012-0258-RUL 
 
 

 

 
Nominees’ Background: 
See Attachment A 
 
Agency contacts: 
Paul Munguía, Project Manager, 239-1477, Permitting and Registration Support Division 
Joseph Hildenbrand, Team Lead, 239-6394, Permitting and Registration Support Division 
Dinniah Tadema, Staff Attorney, 239-0617 
Charlotte Horn, Texas Register Coordinator, 239-0779 
 
Attachments  

A. Background and Summary of Recommended Nominees 
B. Background and Summary of All Current Members 
C. Map (current and recommended new members) 
D. Map (members terms that will expire 8-31-2012) 
E. Resumes for Recommended Nominees 
F. Resumes for All Other Nominees 
G. Resumes of Current Members 
H. Solicitation of Nominees 
I. Caption 
J. Resolution 

 
cc: Chief Clerk, 2 copies 

Executive Director's Office 
Susana M. Hildebrand, P.E. 
Anne Idsal 
Curtis Seaton 
Tucker Royall 
Office of General Counsel 
Paul Munguía 
Charlotte Horn 















 

Attachment C 
 

Current Members Whose Term Expires in 2014 and 
Recommended New Members (2012) 

 

Ray Gooden 
Owner, Rago Training 

Leonard Leinfelder 
Public Works Director, City of 
Sonora 

Mark Rich 
Meter Services Trainer, City 
of Arlington 
& 
Ginger Laird 
Training Specialist Gary Sober 

Technical Advisor,  
Byo-Gon, Inc. 

Robb Starr 
MUD Operations 
Manager 

Michael Urrutia 
GBRA Division Manager and 
Adjunct TEEX Instructor 

Russell Hamilton 
Executive Director, TWUA 

Adrian Montemayor 
Manager, City of Laredo 

Bobby Russell 
Manager of North Hardin WSC 

Allen Schreiber 
Assist. Manager, Water 
District Co. 

Roy Staggs 
Assist. Director of 
Utilities 

Larry West 
Water Production 
Superintendent 

Yellow Regions are current members 
whose term expires on 8/31/2014 

Orange Regions represent 
recommended nominees 



Attachment D 
 

 

Matthew Boober (Chair) 
SAWS 
Region 13 

Dr. Sharon Clark 
Clark Utility Service 
Region 6 

James Fisher 
TEEX 
Region 9 

Ginger Laird 
Training Specialist 
Region 4 

William Quinn 
Wastewater Treatment Manager 
Region 6 

Ghulam Sumdani 
Texas Water and Wastewater Academy 
Region 4 

Michael Vollmar 
TRWA 
Region 11 

WUOLAC Members Term That  
Will Expire August 31, 2012 





























































































































































































































Attachment J 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

 

 
A RESOLUTION Appointing new members to the 

Water Utility Operator Licensing 
Advisory Committee (Advisory 
Committee) at the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality and Approving Extending 
the Existence of the Advisory 
Committee until August 31, 2016; 

 TCEQ Docket No. 2012-0258-RES 
 Project No. 2012-032-RES-NR 
   

 
 WHEREAS, Section 5.107 of the Texas Water Code provides the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) with the authority to create and consult with the 
Advisory Committee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the regular session of the 73rd Legislature, 1993, adopted Senate Bill 
383, subsequently codified as Chapter 2110 of the Texas Government Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Commission advisory committees are subject to the Commissioner's 
rules regarding such committees pursuant to 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 
5, the committees' sole duties are to advise the Commission, the committees have no 
executive or administrative powers with respect to the operation of the Commission, and all 
such powers and duties rest solely with the Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commission issued and adopted a resolution on July 8, 2010 
continuing the existence of the Advisory Committee to August 31, 2014; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the terms of the following Committee members will expire on August 
31, 2012: Mr. Mathew Boober, Dr. Sharon Clark, Mr. James Fisher, Ms. Ginger Laird, Mr. 
William Quinn, Mr. Ghulam Sumdani, and Mr. Michael Vollmar. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Commission finds that there is a need to continue the existence of 
the Advisory Committee until August 31, 2016. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSIONON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, that the following persons be appointed to fill the 
vacancies, with their terms to expire accordingly: 
 



Attachment J 

 Mr. Ray Gooden, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-year 
term to expire August 31, 2016; 
 
 Ms. Ginger Laird, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-year 
term to expire August 31, 2016; 
 
 Mr. Leonard Leinfelder, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-
year term to expire August 31, 2016; 
 
 Mr. Mark Rich, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-year term 
to expire August 31, 2016; 
 
 Mr. Gary Sober, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-year term 
to expire August 31, 2016; 
 
 Mr. Robb Starr, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-year term 
to expire August 31, 2016; and 
 
 Mr. Michael Urrutia, whose term shall be effective September 1, 2012 for a four-year 
term to expire August 31, 2016. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT the Commission has established the Water Utility 
Operator Licensing Advisory Committee, which will continue in existence until August 31, 
2016.  The Water Utility Operator Licensing Advisory Committee shall continue to function 
through the Occupational Licensing Section of the Permitting & Registration Support 
Division and advise and assist the TCEQ on matters related to the training and licensing of 
water and wastewater operators. 
 
 
Issued date: 
 
       TEXAS COMMISSION ON  
       ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 
 
 
 
       
       Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., Chairman 
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