












TCEQ Docket No. 2013-1165-WR. Consideration of a petition from the Gonzales 
County Underground Water Conservation District (District) requesting to expand its 
authority to manage the Yegua-Jackson aquifer within its territorial boundaries 
pursuant to 30 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 293.  The petition was approved by 
the District's Board of Directors on January 8, 2013.  The District was created by order 
of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission on November 19, 1993, in the 
area delineated as Management Area 3 of the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer in Gonzales 
County.  The District operates in Gonzales and Caldwell counties and is currently 
authorized to manage the Carrizo, Wilcox, Queen City, and Sparta aquifers.  (Kelly Mills, 
Christiaan Siano) 

 



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

 

   
 

NOTICE OF DISTRICT PETITION AND PUBLIC MEETING 

 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has received a petition from the 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (the District) requesting to expand 
its authority to manage the Yegua-Jackson aquifer within its territorial boundaries pursuant to 
30 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 293 and the procedural rules of the TCEQ.  The petition 
was approved by the District's Board of Directors.  The Executive Director found that the 
submitted petition is administratively complete. 

The District was created by order of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
(predecessor agency to the TCEQ) on November 19, 1993, in the area delineated as Management 
Area 3 of the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer in Gonzales County.  The location of the District is shown 
on the map designated as Exhibit "A". The District is currently authorized to manage the 
Carrizo, Wilcox, Queen City, and Sparta aquifers. 

PETITION. The nature and purpose of the petition is to extend the management authority of 
the District to the Yegua-Jackson aquifer within the District's boundaries. The aquifers 
identified include: the Yegua Formation which is part of the upper Claiborne Group and the 
Jackson Group made up of the Whitsett, Manning, Wellborne, and Caddell formations, all are 
part of the Eocene-Pliocene Series. Since the surface areas of the two aquifers are contiguous, 
and sometimes overlap, they were delineated as one aquifer, the Yegua-Jackson.   

The District shall make copies of the petition and supporting information available for public 
inspection during regular business hours at the following locations:  Nixon City Hall, 100 West 
3rd Street, Nixon, Texas 78140; Smiley City Hall, 207 US Hwy 87 West, Smiley, Texas 78159; 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District Office, 920 Saint Joseph Street, 
Room 129, Gonzales, Texas 78629; Waelder City Hall, 300 Hwy 90 West, Waelder, Texas 78959; 
Harwood Feed & Farm Supply, Hwy 90, Harwood, Texas 78632; and Delhi Community Center, 
6108 SH 304, Rosanky, Texas 78953, Caldwell County. 

PUBLIC MEETING. The District and the TCEQ will host a public meeting to receive 
comments on the petition to amend the District’s creation order. The meeting will be held at the 
Gonzales County Courthouse District Courtroom at 414 Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas at 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 6, 2013.   

QUESTIONS. Questions regarding this petition may be directed to the District or the Water 
Availability Division, TCEQ.  Please refer to Internal Control # D-02192013-021 when 
requesting information.  The District contact is Mr. Greg Senglemann, P.G., General Manager, 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District, P.O. Box 1919, Gonzales, Texas  
78629 or visit its website http://www.gcuwcd.org/ or call 830-672-1047.  The TCEQ staff 
contact is C. Leon Byrd, P.G., Senior Staff Geologist, Groundwater Planning and Assessment 
Team at 512.239.0540 or leon.byrd@tceq.texas.gov. 

Persons with disabilities who need special accommodations at the meeting should call 
the Office of the Chief Clerk at (512) 239-3300 or 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD) at least one 
week prior to the meeting. 

http://www.gcuwcd.org/
mailto:leon.byrd@tceq.texas.gov
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TCEQ DOCKET NO. 2013-1165-WR 

 

ORDER AMENDING ORDER CREATING THE 

GONZALES COUNTY UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

On the 4th day of September, 2013, the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality considered the petition of the Gonzales County 

Underground Water Conservation District to amend the order creating the 

District to expand the District's authority by adding the regulation of the Yegua-

Jackson aquifer within its boundaries.  After considering the filings and 

arguments of the parties, the Commission makes the following findings of fact 

and conclusions of law: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

1.  On the 12th day of November, 1993, the Texas Natural Resource 

Conservation Commission, meeting in regular session created by order the 

"Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District" ("the 

District"). 

 

2.  At an election held on the 7th day of May, 1994, voters confirmed the 

creation of the District in Gonzales County, Texas. 

 

3.  The District serves the areas of Gonzales County and, by a 2007 

annexation, the southeastern portion of Caldwell County. 

 

4. The District is currently authorized to manage the Carrizo-Wilcox, 

Queen City, and Sparta aquifers. 

 



5.  In the 2002 State Water Plan, section 5.3.1.1,1 the Texas Water 

Development Board added the Yegua-Jackson aquifer as a minor aquifer 

of Texas, which is made up of the Yegua Formation (part of the upper 

Claiborne Group) and the Jackson Group (comprising the Whitsett, 

Manning, Wellborn, and Caddell formations). 

 

4.  The Yegua-Jackson aquifer includes parts of Gonzales County, but 

no parts of Caldwell County, Texas. 

 

5.  The District, by regular board meeting on the 8th day of January, 

2013, voted unanimously to petition the Commission to amend the 

District's creation order and be authorized to manage the Yegua-Jackson 

aquifer within the District, in accordance with Title 30, Texas 

Administrative Code, § 293.21. 

 

6.  The District's petition to include the Yegua-Jackson aquifer was 

received by the Commission on the 13th day of February, 2013. 

 

7. Notice  

a) Notice was mailed to the governing body of each county, regional 

water planning group, adjacent GCD, municipality, river 

authority, water district, or other entity that supplies public 

drinking water, including each holder of a certificate of 

convenience and necessity issued by the Commission and each 

irrigation district located either in whole or in part in the proposed 

district;  

b) Notice was published on April 25 and May 2, 2013 in the Post 

Register, a newspaper regularly or generally circulated in Caldwell 

County, and on April 26 and May 3, 2013 in the Gonzales Inquirer, 

a newspaper regularly or generally circulated in Gonzales County. 

c) Notice was posted on the bulletin-boards used for posting legal 

notices on April 19, 2013 in Gonzales County. 

                                                           
1 Available at http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/publications/State_Water_Plan/2002/WP%20Ch%205.pdf 

http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/publications/State_Water_Plan/2002/WP%20Ch%205.pdf


 

8.  A public meeting was held on June 6, 2013 in the City of Gonzales, 

Gonzales County, Texas. 

 

9.  One comment was received supporting the petition. 

 

10.  The District has a well-established record of proper management, 

planning, and regulation for groundwater in the Carrizo-Wilcox, Queen 

City, and Sparta aquifers.  

 

11.  The District's management plan, rules, and policies provide the 

appropriate framework for the regulation of other aquifers in the District. 

 

12.  The District has adequate resources and an adequate budget to 

carry out its planning and regulatory activities. 

 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 

1.  The Commission has jurisdiction to amend this district creation 

order under Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code. 

 

2.  The District has complied with Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code, 

and section 293.21, Texas Administrative Code, Title 30. 

 

3.  Notice of this petition was proper under sections 293.21 and 

293.18(e) of Texas Administrative Code, Title 30. 

 

4.  Expanding the District’s authority to the Yegua-Jackson aquifer will 

provide for the effective management of groundwater resources. 

 

 

 

 

 



THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION 

ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT: 

I. 

The order of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission dated 

on the 12th day of November, 1993, which creates the Gonzales County 

Underground Water Conservation District, is amended in Findings of Fact No. 13 

as follows: 

13. The Queen City, Sparta, and Yegua-Jackson Aquifers should be 

included in the proposed district.  

 

Conclusions of Law No. 6 is amended as follows: 

6. The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 

includes the Queen City Aquifer, the Sparta Aquifer, and the Yegua-

Jackson Aquifer, as well as the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer. 

II. 

Except as amended herein, the order of the Texas Natural Resource 

Conservation Commission dated on the 12 day of November, 1993, creating the 

Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District remains in full force 

and effect. 

 

The Chief Clerk of the Commission shall forward a copy of this Order to all 

affected persons. 

 

If any provision, sentence, clause or phrase of this Order is for any reason 

held to be invalid, the invalidity of any portion shall not affect the validity of the 

remaining portions of the Order. 

 

Issue Date: 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

 

_______________________ 

       Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D. Chairman 
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August 27, 2013 


 
 
Bridget Bohac 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: (512) 239-3300 
Fax: (512) 239-3311 
 
Re: Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District Petition to Expand 


Authority; TCEQ Docket No. 2013-1165-WR; Petition 
 
Dear Chief Clerk: 
 
Please find enclosed the petition by the Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 
District to Amend Order to Expand Authority to Manage the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer.  This 
submission supplements the Executive Director’s Agenda Backup Materials previously filed on 
August 19, 2013, for the Commission’s September 4, 2013 Agenda meeting. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (512) 239-6743. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
 
Christiaan Siano 
Staff Attorney  
Environmental Law Division 
  



http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/
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1.0 Purpose and Scope 


The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (GCUWCD) was created on an order of 


the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), formerly the Texas Natural Resource 


Conservation Commission, on November 19, 1993 to conserve, preserve, protect, and prevent waste of 


groundwater resources.  A copy of the TCEQ order number 101692-DO4, approving the petition for 


creation of the GCUWCD is included as Attachment 1. 


 


Since creation of the GCUWCD, the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) has defined the 


boundaries of and listed the Yegua Jackson Aquifer as a minor aquifer.  In addition, Groundwater 


Management Area 13 (GMA13) adopted Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) on August 12, 2010 


(Attachment 2) and the TWDB provided GMA13 with Modeled Available Groundwater (MAG) for the 


aquifer on December 9, 2011 (Attachment 3).  These new developments, along with other issues 


described within this petition, have created a need for management of the Yegua Jackson Aquifer within 


our District boundaries. 


 


The purpose of this petition is to amend the order creating the GCUWCD to expand authority to manage 


the Yegua Jackson Aquifer within our territorial boundaries. 


 


2.0 Location and Extent 


The GCUWCD serves the areas of Gonzales County and the southeast portion of Caldwell County 


(Figure 1).  There are approximately 677,000 acres in Gonzales County, of which 101,000 acres are 


excluded from the District, leaving 576,000 acres within the boundary of the District. 


 


In December 2007, GCUWCD approved a resolution to annex the southeastern portion of Caldwell 


County into the District, An election was held on May 10, 2008 with voters approving the annexation.  


The Board approved the canvass of the proposition election to ratify the annexation on May 13, 2008.  


The annexed area of Caldwell County included approximately 77,440 acres.  A dispute with the Plum 


Creek Conservation District over portions of this annexed territory was settled under Senate Bill 1225 


leaving approximately 72,767 acres within the GCUWCD. 
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Figure 1 
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The Yegua Jackson Aquifer runs approximately parallel to the Gulf of Mexico coastline and is aligned 


across the south-central portion of the GCUWCD in a narrow band approximately 7 to 10 miles wide 


(Figure 2). 


 


 
Figure 2 
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3.0 Geology 


The Yegua Formation (part of the upper Claiborne Group) and the Jackson Group (made up of the 


Whitsett, Manning, Wellborn, and Caddell formations) are part of the upper Eocene-Pleistocene series of 


cyclic progradational sedimentation.  Since the surface areas of the two aquifers are contiguous and 


sometimes overlap, they were delineated as one aquifer, the Yegua Jackson. 


 


The Yegua Formation is composed of medium to fine sand, clay, silt, small amounts of gypsum, and beds 


of lignite.  The Yegua has a maximum thickness of about 1,000 feet.  The Jackson Group conformably 


overlies the Yegua Formation and consists of clay, silt, tuffaceous sand, sandstone, bentonitic clay, and 


some volcanic ash, and has a maximum thickness of at least 950 feet and possibly as much as 1,200 feet. 


Structural dips vary from about 20 to 360 feet per mile, with the greater dips generally occurring in the 


downdip regions and across the San Marcos Arch. 


 


4.0 Groundwater Flow 


Groundwater in the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer is under water-table conditions in the shallow outcrop areas 


and under confined conditions in the deeper, dipping sediments.  In some confined areas, artesian 


pressures in the aquifer were originally sufficient to drive water above ground surface.  Groundwater flow 


in the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer is influenced by the topography in the outcrop areas.  In general, 


groundwater flows from the topographically high areas along drainage divides to the topographically low 


areas in creeks and rivers. 


 


In the confined portion of the aquifer, groundwater moves horizontally along the dip of the aquifer and 


vertically across formations, assuming no influence from pumpage.  In general, the dip of the aquifer and 


land surface is toward the Gulf of Mexico, resulting in groundwater flow in the southeasterly direction in 


Gonzales County. 


 


5.0 Water Quality and Usage 


The occurrence of usable quality water is very erratic through most of the Yegua Jackson Aquifer; 


however, few other economically viable sources of groundwater are available in this area of the district. 


The groundwater is affected by the composition of the mostly volcanic sediments that make up the aquifer 


and by the lignite and radioactive compounds that have been deposited and/or emplaced within these 
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rocks.  This has lead to the occurrence of relatively high concentrations of chloride and sulfate even 


within quite shallow sands near these minerals. Total dissolved solids concentrations have been 


interpolated from local well data to range from about 140 to 2,000 milligrams per liter in Gonzales 


County (Figure 3). 


 


 
Figure 3 
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Utilization of the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer occurs almost exclusively in the unconfined portion of the 


aquifer. The Yegua Formation and Jackson Group, following typical Texas Gulf Coast geology, dip deep 


beneath land surface all the way to the coast and beyond.  However, water quality degrades quickly 


moving into the confined portion, rendering it unsuitable for use without further treatment. Even in the 


outcrop, both the yield and water quality can vary significantly over small differences in location and 


depth.  Freshwater saturated thickness averages about 170 feet. 


 


In Gonzales County, the Yegua Formation yields small quantities of slightly to moderately saline water 


for domestic use and for livestock.  At some places in the County, sands in the Jackson also yield small 


quantities of fresh to slightly saline water for domestic use and for livestock.   


 


Total groundwater withdrawals in acre feet per year for Gonzales County for 1900 through 1997 were 


estimated for use in the Yegua Jackson Groundwater Availability Model (Figure 4).  


 


 
Figure 4 
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The current amount of Yegua Jackson water usage within the GCUWCD is unknown; however water 


usage has increased recently due to the Eagle Ford Shale Play which is centered across the Yegua Jackson 


Aquifer.  Most of the rig supply and frack wells in Gonzales County are completed in this aquifer (Figure 


5). 


 


 
Figure 5 
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6.0 Effective Management of Groundwater Resources 


The Yegua Jackson Aquifer is currently unregulated within the territorial boundaries of the GCUWCD 


even though the majority of landowners over the aquifer are subject to District taxes. By expanding the 


GCUWCD’s authority to manage the Yegua Jackson Aquifer, the District will be able to expend available 


resources for research, education, conservation, and prevention of waste.  The aquifer will be conserved, 


preserved, and protected under the existing District Rules and management goals for the aquifer will be 


incorporated into a revised Management Plan. 


 


7.0 Proposed Projects and Management Issues for the Yegua Jackson Aquifer 


The District proposes to implement the following projects to manage the Yegua Jackson Aquifer; (1) 


register wells completed in the aquifer, (2) set up a groundwater observation well network for measuring 


and recording water levels, (3) set up a groundwater sampling program to monitor trends in water quality 


across the district, (4) collect water usage data from rig supply and frack wells operated by the oil and gas 


industry, and (5) include information about the Yegua Jackson Aquifer in its existing educational 


programs.  The District’s Management Plan (Attachment 4) and Rules (Attachment 5) will be revised to 


include the DFCs and MAG for the Yegua Jackson Aquifer. 


 


Impacts to landowners who have wells or intend to drill wells in the Yegua Jackson Aquifer may be 


impacted by management and permitting actions by the District.  These wells may be subject to 


requirements for permitting, spacing, production limitations, well construction criteria, and permitting 


fees.  The benefits to the landowners include District management and conservation efforts to prolong the 


life of the aquifer and protect its water quality, educational resources covering conservation, preservation, 


and protection of the aquifer, and data collection activities to increase information about aquifer 


characteristics, availability, and yields. 


 


8.0 Necessity and Feasibility 


Because the Yegua Jackson Aquifer is the only available source of water for many in this area of the 


district and due to the recent increased groundwater usage from the oil and gas industry, the GCUWCD 


believes that effective management is needed to properly study and protect this groundwater resource.  


Granting authority to the GCUWCD to manage the Yegua Jackson Aquifer would allow the District to 


manage the aquifer in accordance with the DFCs adopted by GMA13. 
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The condition of the existing District Rules and Management Plan make it feasible and practical to 


incorporate conservation and management objectives for the Yegua Jackson Aquifer at an insignificant 


cost to the District.  The District does not foresee any need for a significant tax increase to accomplish the 


proposed projects listed in Section 7.0 above.  Most of the landowners over the Yegua Jackson Aquifer 


are within the District boundaries and are currently subject to District taxes. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 


 


TCEQ Order Number 101692-DO4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







'. - ' . THE STATE OF -~~XAS 


TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE Cd~§~v~w~~lQ;ijg and correct copy of a 


AN ORDER 


~---=0-"" Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission document 
" ich is filed in the permanent records of the Commissbn. 


Given under my hal'ld and the seal of office on 


NOV 19 1993 


~tZV'p.,~....-.tF 
approving the petition fo~oM~t'1!t'JH· Chief Cl_eFK£' 
of Gonzales County Under~~t~{!~rce 
Conservation District; ICC~rva]i~~ 


On October 27, 1993, the Texas Natural Resource Conservation 


Commission (Commission) considered the petition for creation of 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (District) 


pursuant to Chapter 52 of the Texas Water Code. Carol Wood, 


Attorney, a Commission Hearings Examiner, presented the petition to 


the Commission with a Proposal for·Decision after Deborah Thomas, 


Attorney, another Commission Hearings Examiner, held a preliminary 


hearing on the matter in Gonzales, Texas, on April 14, 1993, and 


Ms. Wood conducted an evidentiary public hearing in Austin, Texas, 


on July 6, 1993. 


The Hearings Examiner designated the following as parties to 


the proceeding: the petitioners, the Executive Director of the 


Texas Water Commission, the Commission's Public Interest Counsel, 


the City of Gonzales, Sue c. Ortman, Thomas R. Semmes, Yates Semmes 


Land and Cattle Company, Gonzales County Water Supply Corporation, 


Clifton D. Janota, Kent Knox, W. R. Low, the Independent 


Cattlemen's Association, and W. Wayne Spahn. 


After considering the Hearings Examiner's Proposal for 


Decision and the evidence and arguments presented, the Texas 


Natural Resource Conservation Commission mak~s the following 


Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law: 







. ' 


FINDINGS OF FACT 


1. On October 16, 1992, a petition for the creation of Gonzales 


County Underground Water Conservation District was filed with 


the Texas Water Commission, predecessor agency of the Texas 


Natu£al Resource Conservation Commission, in accordance with 


Chapter 52 of the Texas Water Code. 


a. The petition was signed by at least 50 landowners within 


the proposed District. 


b. The name of the proposed district was included. 


c. The area and boundaries of the proposed district, as well 


as a map generally outlining the boundaries of the 


proposed district, was inriluded. 


d. The petition included the purposes of the District. 


e. The petition included a statement of the general nature 


of projects proposed to be undertaken by the District. 


2. A. public hearing on the petition for creation of Gonzales 


County Underground Water Conservation District was held in 


Gonzales, Texas, on April 14, 1993, and in Austin, Texas, on 


July 6, 1993. 


3. Proper notice of the hearing was given pursuant to 


Section 52.032 of the Texas Water Code and Section 13(a) of 


the Administrative Procedure and Texas Register Act, TEX. REV. 


CIV. STAT. ANN. art. 6252-13a (Vernon Supp. 1993). 


a. Notice of the hearing included a statement of the nature 


and purpose of the proposed District, and the date, time, 


and place of hearing. ) 
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. ; 


b. Notice of the hearing was posted on March 9, 1993, on the 


bulletin board used for posting legal notices in each 


county in which all or a part of the proposed District is 


to be located. 


c. Notice of the hearing was published on March 12 and 


March 19, 1993, in The Gonzales Inquirer, a newspaper 


generally circulated in Gonzales County 1 Texas 1 the 


county in which the District is proposed to be located. 


d. Notice of the hearing was mailed by the Chief Clerk of 


the Texas Water Commission on February 16, 1993, to each 


statutory party; to every city in whose extraterritorial 


jurisdiction any portion 6f the District is proposed to 


be located; and to the Commissioners Courts of any county 


in which all or part of the proposed District is proposed 


to be located. 


4. All appropriate and necessary deposits and fees associated 


with the filing of the petition for creation of the District 


have been paid. 


5. The affidavits of five proposed temporary directors of the 


proposed District have been received by the Texas Natural 


Resource Conservation Commission. 


directors are the following: 


Lawrence Walshak 
Ralph Mason 
John L. Cook 
Steve Ehrig 
Greg Tieken 
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The proposed temporary 
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6. Each of the persons named in Finding of Fact No. 5 is 


qualified to serve as temporary director of the District as 


each (a) is over the age of 18 years, (b) is a resident of the 


State of Texas, (c) owns land subject to taxation within the 


District, and (d) has completed and filed with the Texas 


Natural Resource Conservation Commission an application for 


consideration of appointment as temporary director in the form 


and substance required by the rules of the Commission. If 


appointed, these temporary directors will serJe until 


permanent directors are elected. 


7. The proposed District will contain approximately 896 square 


miles of land and will generally conform with the boundaries 


of Management Area 3 of the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer in Gonzales 


County, Texas. 


8. The petitioners and the City of Gonzales entered into a 


settlement agreement. The City of Gonzales agreed not to 


oppose the proposed District's seeking a tax cap of $0.05 per 


$100 property valuation and provisions contained in the 


petition relating to the proposed District's power of eminent 


domain. The petitioners agreed the proposed District will 


restrict the use of ad valorem taxes as follows: 


a. The District will not finance any capital addition by use 


of ad valorem property taxes if the capital addition is 


predominantly for the express purpose of the following: 


(1) Buying, selling 1 and transporting water; or 
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(2) A recharge project - as long as the water usage in 


the District does not exceed the natural recharge 


of the aquifers. 


b. If the District enters into any agreement or contract for 


the express purpose of providing water to a person, firm, 


or entity, then the contracting person, firm, or entity 


shall pay the direct development, production, and 


operation and maintenance costs of the project. 


c. If the District issues bonds for the sale or transport of 


water, then the District will not pledge any ad valorem 


taxes for the repayment of those bonds. 


d. Ad valorem property taxes·will not be used to directly 


subsidize the sale or transport of water outside the 


District. 


9. The petitioners further agreed the proposed District will not 


assess a use fee to any water utility primarily serving end­


use customers within the District as long as the water usage 


in the District does not exceed the natural recharge of the 


aquifers. However, each water utility will be subject to the 


District's jurisdiction for all other purposes including, but 


not limited to, spacing, permits, and all other rules of the 


District. 


10. Because the proposed District's use of the power of eminent 


domain to acquire property interests is necessary to the 


exercise of the authority conferred by Chapter 52 of the Texas 
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Water Code, restricting the proposed District Is power of 


eminent domain is not in the public interest. 


11. Section 52.023 of the Texas Water Code requires the boundaries 


of a district created under Chapter 52, Subchapter A, to be 


coterminous with or inside the boundaries of a management area 


designated by the Commission. 


12. The discrepancy between the petitioners I proposed District 


boundaries and those of Management Area 3 creates a proposed 


District larger than the Management Area in Gonzales County. 


13. The Queen City and Sparta Aquifers should be included in the 


proposed District. 


14. The proposed District is feasible and practicable. 


a. The proposed tax rate of 2.5 cents per $100 valuation 


will provide the District with an annual budget of 


$100,000. 


b. The proposed District will be able to function properly 


and carry out its proposed programs with an annual budget 


of $100,000. 


15. The proposed District will be a benefit to the land in the 


district. 


a. The District will 


Gonzales County 


protect the underground water in 


by preventing over-pumping and 


contamination by saline water. 


b. The District will be able to control development of the 


aquifers and promote water conservation. 


j 
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c. The proposed District will be a public benefit or utility 


in that it will educate the public about water 


conservation and will preserve the quality and quantity 


of the underground water in Management Area 3. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. The public hearing regarding the petition was held under the 


authority of, and in accordance with, Chapter 52 of the Texas 


Water Code and the applicable provisions of the Texas Natura~ 


Resource Conservation Commission Permanent Rules. 


2. The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission has 


jurisdiction to consider the petition for creation of an 


underground water conservation district and is authorized to 


make Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and to enter 


Orders with respect to the creation of the proposed District. 


3. All statutory and regulatory requirements for the creation of 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District have 


been fulfilled. 


4. The proposed Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 


District is feasible and practicable, will be a benefit to the 


land in the district, and will be a public benefit or utility. 


WHEREAS Chairman John Hall, Commissioner Pam Reed and 


Commissioner Peggy Garner vote unanimously to issue this Order; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION THAT: 


1. The petition for creation of Gonzales County Underground Water 


Conservation District be approved. 


7 







2. Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District be 


created under the terms and conditions of Chapter 52 of the 


Texas Water Code. 


3. Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District have 


all the rights, powers, privileges, authority, and functions 


conferred by, and be subject to all duties imposed by, the 


Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission and the general 


laws of the State of Texas relating to underground water 


conservation districts. 


4. The boundaries of Gonzales County Underground Water 


Conservation District be coterminous with or inside the 


boundaries of Management Area 3 of the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer 


in Gonzales County, Texas. 


5. Petitioners submit to the Executive Director of the Texas 


Natural Resource Conservation Commission a revised map 


indicating the boundaries of the District are coterminous with 


or inside the boundaries of Management Area 3 of the Carrizo­


Wilcox Aquifer in Gonzales County, Texas. 


6. The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


include the Queen City Aquifer and the Sparta Aquifer, as well 


as the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer. 


7. The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


comply with the terms of the agreement set forth in Findings 


of Fact Nos. 8 and 9. 


8. The following five persons be named and appointed as temporary 


directors of Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 
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District to serve until their successors are elected or have 


been appointed in accordance with applicable law: 


Lawrence Walshak 
Ralph Mason 
John L. Cook 
Steve Ehrig 
Greg Tieken 


9. The foregoing temporary directors, no later than the 15th day 


after the date the individuals are appointed temporary 


directors, take their oaths of office. 


10. No later than the 30th day after the date all temporary 


directors have been appointed and have qualified, the 


temporary directors meet and order an election to be held 


within the boundaries of the proposed Gonzales County 


Underground Water Conservation District to approve the 


creation of the District and to elect permanent directors. 


11. The Chief Clerk of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation 


Commission forward a copy of this Order to all parties. 


12. If any provision, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Order is 


for any reason held to be invalid, the invalidity of any 


portion shall not affect the validity of the remaining 


portions of the Order. 
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Issue Date: NOV 12 1993 


ATTEST: 


~--- t2. 0~'--"< # 
Gloria A. Vasquez~·Br<Slerk 
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TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
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NO'nCE OF OPEN MEETING 


A$ tOQUilecl by MCIIGn 36,108(a). Toxo. Wow Code, • MMIMg of me ~tr 
Maftagement ANa 13 Planning Committee. CDmPtlsad o1 deZeGaa bam lho foiJowino 
groundwatar eonsetvallott districts loe.ar..! wholly or partially wlttM Gro~ter MartagenU!ftt 
Area 13: Evarvraen UWCO. Gcnmfea ~ UWCO. Cuac»tupe County GCOr Edwal$ AQuifer 
Aud'tority. Medina County GCO. Uvakfe Couttty UWCD. Wlntergarc~en GCD. Rum ()aM co and 
Me~ GCD. will be held an Thu..-ay. August 12. 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the offic:a of lf\c 
EvergR)eQ Unde~gtound Water ConsotVDUon Olslrtci.Jocated at 110 W)'Omlng Blvd •• Pleasan\On. 
Ataseosa County. Tex-. 


/tL./1)-( 
MMI~tlStr3t&r. Gftwndwater Man&gement Area 13 


At INs mee1fng. tho foJIOwing buslness may be c:on;cbcd and rec:otfttftonded fOt Jtdnt Plannlno 
COfnmlftBe aclion; 


1. Wetcoma and Introductions. 


2. Actio., on 1r1e MlnuiOS of the AptiJ 9. 2010 Meeung. 


3. Updato and reoott ffOift ~ Tan water DevotorHncnt Soard. 


a. Discussion of !he Adoption of Desfr6d Future Conditions for tha remaini"9 rcl&vant 
AQulfn in GroulldWOier Management llftJa 13 


b. Disaassian of norwoteventAquifutS in GMA 13. 


4, Reeess far tturtng. 


• PubUe Hearing on the Adoption of tnc ~ Future COnditiOftS for the ~•""'9 
rclevaftl Aquifers wtchln Groundwater ~ent Anta 13. and "-' Oodaration of...,..._ 
~tavent Aquifers tn Gloundwatar Maf\agomcntAml 13. 


S.~ne~. 


6. Oedaratian old'te norwolovunt AQUifers ift Gteundwator Management Are3 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Fucvre Condltlcns for the ntmafNt1D AJfevant Aquifanr In Grcundwa1or 
Management Area 13 and Reealution No. 201o.o2. 


8. PubQc oommcnt. 


9, AdjOurnment 


Ttttt ~lief MaNgoment Nea t3 Planning Commutee I8SerV8S tne right~ adJourn fnto 
executlw waslon Dt atr~ time ctuma lhe course of tnts meetno to CISalss any or thB maftats 
listed at:ova. as authorized by Texas Govemmenl Code SectJons 551.071 (Con~tatfon wtth 
Anomey). 551.072 (DeliberatiDBS about Real Plopcfty). SS1.073 (Dd!Derotions ~bout Gfts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel~). S51.076 (~lions about Security Oovicec) and 
551.087 tDellberatons Regarding Ecattomie De\lelcpment NegotlaUoM). 


THI".....,_ 


BY~~~~~~---
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEEllNG 


AA reQUirud by Hdlan SS.108(e). Texas Wator Cede. • meeting of ~ Ctew\dWater 
*Mgement~ 13 Plannil'g Commi1tee. c;ompri&ed of detega1&a fran tlo ~ 
groundwater con~ dlslltcts tocaled wholly or patWUy within GIDundwatot Management 
Area 13: evorween UWCD. ~res CoW~ty uwco. GuadaJup& County GCO. e~ Aquifer 


Au1hority. Medna. County GCO. Uvafdo ~\)' UWCO, ~ GCD. f'um Cleek CO and 


McMullen GCD. v.4tl bo held O"' Thursday. Auguar 12, 2010. at 10:20 a.m. at 1tte otDco of the 
Ev~ llndellamund Water ConsltMltion Catrlct. Joc:atod at 110 Wyoming E:hd .. Pleasanton. 
Alalcosa Coun". TOU5. 


At 1hls meeting., the following bwinesa may bo c:onGide.-act and recomm~ ror Joinl PlaMil'\9 
COmmilco aellon: 


1. Approval of 1hG Minu&es ~the August 12. 2010 Mealing. 


2. PubliG GOmii*'L 


3. Adjaumlfteftt. 


The Groundwatef' Maragcment Al8a 13 Planning Commiaee ~s.va$ file rtghl to ad)oum into 
axec::utha ~.- at any 1imo du""o lhe courw of 1Ns meatlno • d~ My of the matlont 
Usrsd aCO\Ie, • aulhorized by Tass Govaftmot'l Code Sections 651.071 (Coftsultalfor. with 
Anomer). 55t.072 (DfAetallcna ®out Roul ~). 561.073 (OalibetaJioM abDut Glfts and 
DcnriDM •• 551.074 (~~ Maft4n), 551.078 (Dellaetafons about 5ecuti1J Devfces) and 
561.087 (DeliberStlona R.egetdlng Ec.onomic Ot!vaf~t Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108(e). Texas Water Code, a meeting of the GroundWater 
Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 
groundwater consefVation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13: Evergreen UVVCD, Gonzales County lJlNCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, \Mntergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCO, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
Atascosa COUnty. Texas. 


k.~)4),{ 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting. the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in GroundWater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future COnditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meetfng. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


e. Public comment. 


9. Adjoumment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjoum into 
executive session at any Ume during the course of this meeUng to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.078 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 OS( e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 
Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 
groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD. Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UVVCD, \.Nintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12.2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District. located at 110 Wyoming Blvd .• Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting. the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12,2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Conaultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property). 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.078 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 OS( e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD. Guadalupe County GCD. Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd .• Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County. Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the Apnl 9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


iJ· I 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 -


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning CommiHee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 {Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property). 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (DeJiberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 08(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD. Guadalupe County GCD. Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 WyomJng Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


Adminisb"ator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting. the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 {Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108(e}, Texas Water Code, a meeting ofthe Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 11 0 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


. A,~)lvh{ 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers In GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney}, 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiation~--------------., 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


/J.s required by section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, VVintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


A~~w 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


M this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.07 4 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the Apri19, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations atmutt1S~tt~: ·tr> ·.·. 


Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 OS( e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


·A,~~ 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters}, 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 08{ e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: ' 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area ·13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 {Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 {Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 {Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 {Personnel Matters), 551.076 {Deliberations about Security Devices) aPJleo 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). t:Zi.tJ, 5 , z.a 10 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 
Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 
groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 


At 'f.~(J o'clocki!M. 
ALVA JONAS 


COUNTY CLERK 
~NES COUNTY, TEXAS 


~~&<&./ ~ei5Utv 







NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 08( e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD; Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. · 


·A~~w 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, .the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Qiscussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4 .. Recess for Hearing. 


· • Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Manageme,nt Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 







NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


I
! As required by section 36.108(e), Te~as W.~.t~r C~de, a meeting ofthe···Groifndwater . 


ManagerrJ~nt Ar~a 13 ·~~r:rnin~fCohuriittee, comprised of delegates from the following · · · ·. 
· .·. :··:.: · ,:·.:::: .. :-.:· .. ~-~6ti·ndw~t~~t~~~s~~ation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management'" 


~ Area 13: Evergreen UWCD. Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


.~· 


,·'. 


·, 
·: 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD. Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton,· 
I 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


-~,~~ 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, t~e following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Me~ting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Manage"rq_ent Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
:xecutive session at any time .. ~uring the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas. Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberation·s about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations·about Gifts and 
Donatio~s) •. 551.074 (Personnel Mattersr,:·~51.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic.{~evelopment Negotiations). . 
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Subject: S.O.S. Acknowledgment of Receipt 
From: liaison@sos.state.tx.us 
Date: Thu, Aug 05, 2010 9:48 am 


To: candi.gonzales@evergreenuwcd.org 


Agency: Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District 
Liaison: Candi Gonzales 


: Acknowledgment of Receipt 


The Office of the Secretary of State has posted 
notice of the following meeting: 


Meeting Information: 
GMA 13 Planning Comittee 


· 08/1212010 10:00 AM "TRD# 201000601411 
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: Agency: Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District 
Liaison: Candi Gonzales 


1 Acknowledgment of Receipt 


· The Office of the Secretary of State has posted 
: notice of the following meeting: 
I 


! Meeting Information: 
~ GMA 13 Planning Committee 
: 08/12/2010 09:20AM "TRD# 2010006015" 
i Notice posted: 08/05/10 09:51AM 


Proofread your current open meeting notice at: 
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NOTICE OF OPEN M!!TINO 


1.- .-quir8d by tedkm 36.101(e), Tuaa WRr Code. • milling of a. GraundWater 
Mtn~gement AIM 13 Pt.nnlng Commlttlo. cornprtMd of dtllpM froln lhl fOtiCMing 
aroundwaW conlltdllon dlltllctiiOCIIId wtdr 01 Plftially wllltln Graunct.w~tet Management 
Ales 13: ~ U\M:D. Ganzale1 County U\\CD, Buadlltlpa Cou11y GCO, Edwlldt Aq&ltfer 
Authorlt~. Mldlnl Couttly OCD. Uvalde Co&l\ty UWCD. Wft&erg..-n GCD. Pfum era.k CD Md 
Mc:MufBI GCD. will be hlkt an Ttau,...-r, Augu.t tJ. 2AHO. 8110:GD •.m.ll tht otftet Of the 
Evergreen Undlrground VV111t COn..,.llon Diltftcl. IOCatad at 110 ~Blvd., PleuaniDn, 
AIIICOII County. Texa. 


A11hl1 meettng, the lalawtng butlrw11 may a.~ .nd r8COmrMncled far Jatnl Plannmg 
Commllee den: 


1.~andl~ftl. 


2. Action an the MkluiM of the AprD II, 201 D ~ng. 


~. Updltt lnd ,.pcwt from 1N TtXII Wt1er Olvelopment ao.rd. 


a. DfiGUIIIon cf the Adoption of Dt1nd Future Conditio .. tor 1M tltnlinin8 relevant 
Aqufferl fn Groundwat8r Menagtment Aru 13 


D. O...uulon of ,_,..,elfilnt Aqulr.n In GtM 13. 


4. RtcMs for Heating. 


• Put* Hlartng on the Adoption or lhl Dnnd Future Conclll&anator 1M *Mining 
relevant AQulfM wltHn G~ Me"'falll\onl Area 13. end lhe diCtariUon Of~ 
reiiVaM Aqutferlln ~- u.n.gemenc Area 13. 


fi. R.carwena m•tl~. 


8. Declaration of lhe non-ttlwant AqUffltl In ~er Manavemwtt NM 13. 


7. Adootlon of lhe Dtlncl Fwn ConcfilkN for 0te rerMfning re11v1nt AqWerw in G~t 
Mtnagemenl Atel13 8ftd Reaolutkln No. 201CHJ2. 


a. Public CDI'M18fll. 


I. ~mant. 


I CERTIFY THAT A TRUE COPY OF THE ABOVE NOTICE WAS POSTED BY ME 
AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE WELHAUSEN BUILDING SITTING AS THE COURTHOUSE 
OF LA SALLE COU~TY. TEXAS ON THE 2ND DAY OF AUGUST, 2010 AT 2:20P.M. 


~~·1JlJ..Oalwup 
~RISA VILLARREAL 


f£6~6t80E8 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


AI r-.uwaa br ~ 38.1CB(e). Teua Water CocSe. • moellng Of &hi Graundwater 
Managtmlnl Ar1113 Plenntng Commlbl. compM~c~ of delegltll trcrn Ita follcM1ng 
groundwlt.r caneMVat~on dl*tcta ~Dead wt1a1y cw Pl'hltv wl'*' Oro\Nwat~r Meneoement 
Aro11,: EV~Jgt~~n UWCD. GonDIIICounty W.CD. Guadalupe County GCD. EdwlrdiAqutfer 
Auttaity. Mednt County OCD, UValde County U\NCO, Wlntetprden GCD. Pl.-ft C..lk CD 8nd 
McUulln OCD. wtl be held on Tbureday. Auguat 12. 21tll, at 10:20 &m. at 1M otra a1 1M 


Evervreen ~War. ContsvaHon Dlatrtct, locatao at 110 VVpnlng BlVd •• Preaanon. 
AIIICOia County, Teaa. 


At lhla ~Meting, tN faiiOW&ng Dualneu mey ~ mnatdnd end rKmnmendld for JOint PIMntng 
CcmmtttM ectlor\: 


1. Awoval of the Mtnulel Of lho AuQUII 12, 2010 Mtetina· 


2. Public camm.nt. 


3. Adioumment. 


T CERTIFY THAT A TRUE COPY OF THE ABOVE NOTICE WAS POSTED BY HE AT 
THE ENTRANCE OF THE WELHAUSEN BUILDING SITTING AS THE COURTHOUSE 
OF LA SALLE COUNTY, TEXAS ON THE 2ND DAY OF AUGUST, 2010 AT 2:20P.M. 
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#e ,.quiNd by udScl\ 31.1DI(e), T ... W.W Ccade, • ...Ung cf the ~tlr 


M~Mgelftlftl ,., .. • a "'""'"~ Commltel. c:omon.- Df diiiQtl•• rram ,,. fglloW,. 
t'GU~ ~..- d..,..11DMt8d whDIIfOI ~.tlt\rn ~ ... ,.. .. 
Arw 13: • .,...., UV«:D. OGniiSM COUftl1 UM:D. ~" Codr ceo . .....,.~.,., 
~-. ~. C~ OCD. Oil-* Coll"'ly UWCD • .,...,..,.,. GCD, J1turn C,_ CD Md 
McMulen GCD. Will- ftiiCI Oft TPIUNctay, &tJ~VIt il,l010. .t10:00 a."" It the ollot ottN 
!vergreM UndltCJDUf\d W&tar ConiiNit&Drl D ..... IDGitld II t10 ~· ICVII., ,._untDft, 
AlallJDU Cau~. TaKa. 


H thtl m....,,. cr. folloWing DUtiMM may • aonlidllriiG a...a rwaomm1ndMS far Jolnl Plemtng 
Commne.e tetiM: 


t. WllcGIM lndl~. 
7. Albolt an 1M..__~ ene Agrll. 2010 u..tng. 


:1. Updlt. and~ flam,.., .... WJW 0.~ loerd 


• Dtac:ullian ol,. AcaJpt~an Dl O.U.d Putan CclnlalOnl fDr lhe rem.htne ,.~ 
AQul,_.fnO~Meri~AIM '' 


o. DleculeiQn ornon.,..,.ntAqurfwl in GMA 1a. 


4. ~ f01 Hhrf"l 


• Pulllc Heaffng on tt. Ad.., of at. O.tt.d , ... Ccnt*an• far u. ,.malnng 
~ Aqulfefw wfU'Ifn ~llr MI.,..,...,. Arw ''·Met the dlcl• IICI• Of non· 
teleVInl ~-· tn Ora...._w MlnllpnMI AIR t3. 


5. Rlloanwe• ..ung 
1. ~OfNftGIHif..,.,..Aq..-.lftG~t....,_,.ArM,l 


7 AdaplionrtfU. o.rM '~~~~R ~forO. ,.. •• ,..,.,.~In~ 
.... ,.,_, AIM13 IN R8IOIUtiM fM. 2010.02. 


a. PW'Ao COfl'l"eell 


0. AdJu""'IN. 


DATE Jlf.P -~ 
AT ~; ' 0 D'ClOCit..-e.JA 


MARIO Z. GARCIA 
~ounty Clerk. Olmmlt County, Texas 
v. r/~· ~utv 
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2. P&Ma~. 
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An1111:S: Evttii_, W«lD. Gofta ... ~ UWCD. a...._ County GCD. ~"Aquifer 
AuthOftlr. Medina COwdr GCD. Uwkte Caw1tY WtiCD, Wtttli1JI"ddn QCO, Plum CMk (;0 1~ 
McMullen OCO. '18 .. held Oft TbUndlf, AUtute tJ, 20,D,Il ti:OD &Itt. .lhe aiiGtt of tne 
l!vlrgrMn ~ wnr can.wuon DWrtGt.lcatBd •110 ~ UMt •• Plelunton, 
Atasl!aM CIM\ly, T...._ 


AJ INI meeting, lhl fadawlng ~may be~ n nJCXIfttnt.,.._, for Join& P~g 
comm-.IGIDn: 


1. w.am. ... lnlradualan8. 


2. ActkJn an the MfnutM ol the AOnt 8, 2010 Meeting. 


I. UpU!a and,.,_ from lhe Tldl Wiler~ IGetd. 


a. DIIGualan atthl ~of Ollllnld P'ut&n Contlllonl fDf' lftl Nmllnlfti,...VMl 
~lft~Min.rn.ntArd 11 


b. 011c:uH1an of~ ~lfata In GMA 13. 


4 ....... "'tt.Mng. 


• ~ l'llllmg an • ~ f'Aih• DeiNd ,..,,. CoMIIIona far N ~"I 
...rtwn~ ~,.within Gnutdwll* Mlnlllmlnl ~ 13 . ..tlhe..,..,... cf non­
,..._.Aqulllfsln ~ ....... ""'"'--13. 


It ~ mNIIng • 


•• Dt*'llonOftN~If\tAQUIIeftln~~ArM 13. 


7. AiapHnn of tt. Duired Putn Candldonl for lhe ,.,..,"I~-W... fn ~ 
Men...-ment Aree t I and RM"NfJOft No. 20tG41. 


8. Public amvnenl 
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NOTICE Of OPEN MlilinNO 


As reautred DY IICGOn st.108(e). T._. \Yatlr Code, a meeung of the CJtoundwiDr 
~tnt AIM 13 PJ.~ Cammttt., cxwnprtled of • ...._ frOfft lh• folklwlng 
~ a..IWion dSIIrleta locatld wholr fJI PMieU, within Gr~ MIMCIM*tt 
Nee 1S: ••eallftlMCO, aan.....eountvtMCD, GuNI&upl 08\dyQCO • .._,.,.., 
Aullloltly • ....,. CeuftCy GCD, Uw'* county UWCD. ~din GCD, PILin C,.. CD n 
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1. ~atotttt.Man~Meoftt.~1a,20,o.._... 


2. Pul*o~. 


s. Al.Qoumment. 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 
Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 
groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD. Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground water Conservation District, located at 11 0 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9, 2010 Meeting. lllllllllll~llllllllllllDIIm II m 
LT2-0-0-2 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjoum into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 OS( e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 
Management Area 13 Planning Co~mittee, comprised of delegates from the following 
groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12,2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 201 0 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 







NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 08( e), Texas Water Code. a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCO, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority. Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCO, Wlntergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCO, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County, Texas. 


.. ·-· . JJ /_.~.~--~ . 
It~ flf""\( : 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13. and the declaration of non· 
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


6. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn rnto 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authoriZed by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney). 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations). 551.074 (Personnel Matters). 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 
Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprtsed of delega~es from the following 
groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCO, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCO. Uvalde County UWCO, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCO, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd .• Pleasanton, 
Atascosa County, Texas. 


k~~w. 
Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjoum into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney). 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 







NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.108{e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and Introductions. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9, 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development Board. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconvene meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. 


8. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 {Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 {Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 {Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations}, 551.074 {Personnel Matters), 551.076 {Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 







NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 08( e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts located wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered anp recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 1 • • , I· 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Meeting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


I. 


; I 
. I 
I I 
I I 


II 


The Groundwater Management Area 13 Planning Committee reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding Economic Development Negotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


p.2 


p.2 


A~c~Pted for riling in: 
Ha!fs Counh 


On: Aug 04r2010 at Q9:4SA 
!!It 


Alisha Herzos 
As required by suction 36.108(e), Texas Wctor Cede. a meeting or the Groundwater 
Man3gOtnQn1 Araa 13 Planning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater c:onscMltion districts lc;»cotod wholly or partially within Groundwater Management 
Area 13~ Evergreen UWCD. Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe COUnty GCD. Ectw;~rds Aquifer 
Authority. Medina County GCO. Uvalde County UWCD. Wlntetgardcn GCD. Plum Creek CD and 
McMullen GCD, wfll ba held en Thursday, August 12. 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at tha orr-co cf the 
Evergreen Underground Water ConseNallon Dlstrfd.located at 110 Wyoming Blvd •• Pleasanton, 
Atascoso County. Texb~. 


At this meeting, lho following businaM may no considered and recommended for JoinL Plonnlng 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome and lnltcductlons. 


2. Actton on lhe MinutGs of the April 9. 2010 Moetfns;a. 


3. Updatct and report from rhe Toxas Water De'lotopn,ont Board. 


a. Olscussian of the Adoption of Doslrea Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aqulf91"S i,_ Groundwater Managomcnt Area 13 


~· Discussion or nor1-retevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess ror Hearing. 


• Public ~tearing on the Adoption or lho Coslred Futute Cooditlons for the remoining 
tQIOVont Aquifers within Grcundwator Management ArfJe 13. and the declaration or non­
tetovont Aquifers in GroundWater Manogomenl Af.ea 13. 


I 
I 


5. Reconvene mcaUng. 


e. Ooc!otattOO or lh" non-~~:~evant Aquilo111 in Groundwllti' Mon1111ement Areu 13. 


7. Adoption Of tho Desired Fuluro CondiUons for tho tGtnafnrng relev<llnt Aquifers in Groundwnt~r 
ManaQemena Area 13 and Rt'solutron No. 2010.()2. 


a. Public comment. 


9. Adjournmont. 


i 
I 


Tho Groundwater Management Aroe 13 Planning Committee reserves the r'9ht to adjourn Into 
e'"'euclvc session at any time during the course of lhia ma~llng tb diocuss any otlhe matters 
.fisted abovo, n authorized by Texas Government Codo spctlons 551.071 (ConsultaUcn with 
Attornoy). SS1.072 (Doliberatlona about Real Property). 551.073 (Delibcrotkms about Giflz. and 
OonaUons). 551.074 (Personnel Matters). 551.076 (Oeliberotlons about Security Devices) 3nd 
5S1.087 (Oelibttratlons Regarding Economic Covolopmen~ Negotiations). 
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Acr.~ted ror Filin! in: 


NOnCE OF OPEN MEETING 


Ha!fs Counh 
On: Au9 0~.2010 at 09:,5A 


B~u 
Alisha Her'.!D:J 


A9 required by &Bclion 38.108(e). Texas Water Code. a mooting of tne GroundWater 
Managemont Aroa 13 Planning Comrniueo. comprised of delegates from the following 
groundwater conservalion df5trlcts located wholly or partiefty within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergmon UWCD, Gonzales COUnty UWCD. Guadalupe County OCO, Edwards Aquifer 
Authotlty. Medina Coullty GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCO. P1um Creek CD and 
McMulfon GCO. wJII be held on Thursday, August 12 •. 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the orrk:a of the 


Evergreen Underground Watet Conservation District, loct1ted at 1 10 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton. 
Ata~o County. Texas. 


Admlnistratar, Groundwater Management Area 13 


At lhla meeling. the following butina" mny bo co"'ldered ~ recommon'*'d for Joint Planning 
Committee action: 


1, Approval or the Minutos of the August 12. 2010 Moetlng. 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adfoummont. 


The Groundwot.or Ma"agement Areo 13 Planning Commitlao roservn the tight to &djOurn into 
C)Xocutlve session at ony time during lho course of this meeting to dlsCU!s any of the rnatler& 
IIStecltiboVO, as authorized by Toxos Governmenl Coda Sections 551.071 (ConttultstJon w1th 
Attorney). 551.072 (Deliberations obout Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
ConatJons), 551.074 (PersoMol Motter.t), 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Ocvtcos) and 
S$1,087 (Deliborotions Regarding Eoonomlc Development Nagctla1Jons). 


,• 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MECTING 


As required by section 36.108(e), Texas Water Code, a meeting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 PlclOning Committee, comprised of delegates from the following 


groundwater conservation dis(ticls located wholly or partially within Groundwater M(Jmigament 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCO, Gon~ales County UWCD. Guadolupe County GCD. Edw;:Jrd~ Aquifer 


Authorily, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Wintergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD. will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, nt 10:00 a.m. at tl,e office of tho 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation Dir.tricl,localed al110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


Administrator. Groundwater Monogement Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered and recommended for Joint Ple1nning 
Committee action: 


1. Welcome ond lntroduclion:s. 


2. Action on the Minutes of the April 9. 2010 Meeting. 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development BoDrd. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 


• Public Hearing on tho Adoption of the Desir~d Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Managemcnl Area 13, nnd the declaration of non­
r('Jcvant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


5. Reconve;me meeting. 


6. Declaration of the non-r~levant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


I. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the rcmflining relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
M~nCJgement Area 13 and Resolution No. 201 0-02. 


8. Public comment. 


9. Adjournment 


The Groundwater Man;.~goment Area 13 Planning Committe~ reserves tho right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course of this meeti~g to discus~• tJny of the matters 
listed nbove, as authorized by Tc)(aS Government Code Sec,ions 551.071 (ConsuJI.alion with 
Atlomey), 551.072 (Deliberations oboul Rcol Property). 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Delibero~ons about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Defibf:uttlions Regarding Economic Development N~gotiations). 
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FILED this~da.y of.A~zo~ .. 


-~:d.Sf M 
NINA S. SELLS 


COUNTY 'f\ERK CALD'tt~ ~OUNTY, TEXAS 


By <"Jll~k.~L-oaputy 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 
i 


As required by seclion 36.106(o), Tcxos Water Code, a rno~ting of the Groundwutcr 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of di_legales from the following 


groundwater conservation districls located wholly or parliallr. within Groundw;Jtor Management 


ArcD 13; Evergre(m UWCD, Gonzales County UWCO, Guu~alupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD. Uvalde County UWCO, Wi1tergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 201 , at 10:20 a.m. at the office or the 


Evergreen Underground Water Consc-~rvation District, Joc.~tc at 110 Wyoming Blvd .• Pleasanton, 


Ata~co~~i County, Texas. 


Administrator, Gro ndwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considc~rcd a d recommended for Joint Planning 
Commillcc action: 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the August 12, 2010 Mooting. 


2. Public comment. 


3. AdjournmE-.mt. 


The Groundwater Manilgcrnent Area 13 Planning Committe reserve~ tho right to adjourn into 
executive s(:ssion at any time during the course or this mceti g to discuss any of the mDtters 
listed above, ns authorized by Texas Government Code So ions 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorn~y). 551.072 (Deliberations c:~bout Real Property), 551. 1 73 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Don~ lions), 551.074 (Personnel Mottcrs), 551.076 (Deliberat ons CJbout Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliber:·Jiions Regarding Economic Development N gotiations). 
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nderground Water Conservation District U
valde Count_y 


July iJ, 2010 


RE: Representatives to Groundwater Management Are 13 ("GMA 13 ") 


Mr. Mike Mahoney, Administrator 
Groundwater Management Area 13 


I 


Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District 
110 Wyoming Boulevard 
Pleasanton Texas 78064 


200 E.ast Nopal, Suite 20} 


Uvalde, Texas78801 


Fhone:8}0/278-82~2 


facsimile: 8 }0/27 8-19~ 


On behalf of and by action of the Board of Direct~· rs of the Uvalde County Underground 
Water Conservation District, I hereby warrant that I, Wi. DuBose, Board President, and in my 
absence, Vic Hilderbran, General Manager, are Uvalde Cou · ty UWCD' s designated representatives 
to GMA 13. 


Either of us is authorized to vote for Uvalde County , WCD on all matters that properly come 
before the GMA 13 Coordinating Co~ittee, sp~cifically i , eluding, but not limited to, establishing 
Desired Future Conditions for all aquifers and aquifer sub ivisions to be regulated in GMA 13. 


Mr. Hilderbran or I, by our vote, will ~nsure that the Uvalde County UWCD Board of 
Directors has considered each of these matters as\ it deems a propriate, and the Board has approved 


• I 


the substance of our vote on GMA 13 actions, as warrante . 


Wi~ DuBose; 
President of t e Board of Directors 


I 
I 


WD:rb 


xc: Vic Hilderbran, General Manager 







NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 08(e), Texas Water Code, a me ting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of d egates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts lpcated wholly or partiall within Groundwater Management 
I I 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonza!es County ~WCD, Gua alupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, uvklde County UWCD, Win ergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, Aug~st 12, 201 , at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Co~servation District, locate at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. 


A,k 
I 


Administrator, Gro ndwater Management Area 13 
I I • i 


At this meeting, the following busin~ss may be Considered a d recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: l I ' 


1. Welcome and Introductions. i 


2. Action on the Minutes of the Ap~l 9, 2010 Meeting. 
I 


i I I 


3. Update and report from the Texis Water Development 8! ard. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired FUture Conditi ns for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater M~nagement Area 13 


i ' 
b. Discussion of non-relevant ~quifers in GMA 13. 


4. Recess for Hearing. 
i : 


• Public Hearing on the Adoption of the Desired Futu~ Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Grqundwater Management ' rea 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Grounqwater Management Are I 13. 


I 


5. Reconvene meeting. 
1 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant +quifers in G~undwater anagement Area 13. 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remai ing relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02. · 


8. Public comment. J 


9. Adjournment. 
' I 


The Groundwater Management~ 13 Planninb Committe
1 


reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time during the course lot this mee ng to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texa~ Government Code Se ions 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations about Real Property), 551·073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel M~ers), 551.076 (Delibe~ ·ons about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding ~conomic Development egotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 


As required by section 36.1 OS( e), Texas Water (!;ode, a me I ing of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Committee, comprised of d egates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts lfcated wholly or partial! · within Groundwater Management 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonza~~~ County U~CD, Gua lupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 
Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvalde County UWCD, Win ergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on ThuEday, August 12, 201q at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 
Evergreen Underground Water Con,servation Di~trict, locate 


1 


at 11 0 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 


Atascosa County, Texas. ' 


k,fl 
I I 


I Admini~trator, Gro i dwater Management Area 13 


At this meeting, the following business may be considered a d recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: ' ! 


i 
1. Approval of the Minutes of the ALgust 12, 20~ 0 Meeting. 


1 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


The Groundwater Management Areb 13 Plannin~ Committe reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time durin~ the course ;of this mee ng to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texa~ Government Code Se ions 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations atl>out Real Pr6perty), 551 73 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliber ·ons about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding 9conomic Deyelopment egotiations). 


I I 
I j 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING ! 


As required by section 36.1 08( e), T alas Water Code, a mee ing of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Com~ittee, comprised of de ~gates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts lqcated wholly or partially !within Groundwater Management 
II I 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonzales County UWCD, Guadalupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvaj9e County UWCD, Winiergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on ThurSday, August 12, 2010l at 10:00 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Con~ervation District, located at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
I I I . 


I. ... JJ/. ... 17 .. Atascosa County, Texas. 


1: A,~rtri 
! Administrator, Grou:ndwater Management Area 13 
I ' 


At this meeting, the following busine~ may be considered a~d recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: i ' 


I 


I 
1. Welcome and Introductions. j 


2. Action on the Minutes of the Aprllt 9, 2010 Meeting. , 


3. Update and report from the Texas Water Development shard. 


a. Discussion of the Adoption ot :Desired Future Conditi~ns for the remaining relevant 
Aquifers in Groundwater Mtagement Area 13 ·' 


b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13. 
1 


I, .: 


4. Recess for Hearing. j .; 
• Public Hearing on the Adop i~n of the Desired Futu~b Conditions for the remaining 


relevant Aquifers within Gro~ndwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13. 


' .I I ,: 
5. Reconvene meeting. I :: 


6. Declaration of the non-relevant ~quifers in Groundwater ~anagement Area 13. 
I t 


7. Adoption of the Desired Future 'onditions for the remai~ing relevant Aquifers in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 and Res lution No. 2010-02. 1; 


,, 


8. Public comment. ·I 


9. Adjournment. 


i: 


i i: 
The Groundwater Management Are 13 Planning Committd:e reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time durin /the course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Texa Government Code Se~tions 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations a but Real Property), 5511·073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel M ters), 551.076 (Deliber~tions about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding conomic Development ~egotiations). 
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NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING l 
As required by section 36.108(e), T xas Water Code, a me~ting of the Groundwater 


Management Area 13 Planning Corllmittee, comprised of dJiegates from the following 


groundwater conservation districts tbcated wholly or partial!~ within Groundwater Management 
I' ·1 


Area 13: Evergreen UWCD, Gonza,es County UWCD, Gua~alupe County GCD, Edwards Aquifer 


Authority, Medina County GCD, Uvf
1


1de County UWCD, Wi~tergarden GCD, Plum Creek CD and 


McMullen GCD, will be held on Thursday, August 12, 2010, at 10:20 a.m. at the office of the 


Evergreen Underground Water Co ~ervation District, locatJd at 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, 
I' 


Atascosa County, Texas. .. . .jj)J( ....................................... ;_~.:_ ............. 1•:···-


A 
I . 


I : 


I~ I ' 
I ! 


Administrator, Gro~ndwater Management Area 13 
~ 


' rt 


At this meeting, the following busin 5s may be considered ~nd recommended for Joint Planning 
Committee action: ' !; 


1. Approval of the Minutes of the 


2. Public comment. 


3. Adjournment. 


! i: 
1 


gust 12, 2010 Meetingil 


I 1·.~ I : 
I 


I 


r 


The Groundwater Management Ali a 13 Planning Committ~e reserves the right to adjourn into 
executive session at any time durin the course of this me~ting to discuss any of the matters 
listed above, as authorized by Tex s Government Code s~btions 551.071 (Consultation with 
Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations a :out Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and 
Donations), 551.074 (Personnel M tters), 551.076 (Delibe~tions about Security Devices) and 
551.087 (Deliberations Regarding bonomic Development JNegotiations). 
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MINUTES OF THE GMA 13 COMMITTEE 
WHICH INCLUDED A HEARING ON THE ADOPTION OF A 


DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION FOR ALL AQUIFERS WITHIN 
GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 13 


AUGUST 12,2010 


The Regular Scheduled Meeting of the Planning Committee of the Groundwater Management 
Area 13 which included a hearing on the adoption of a Desired Future Condition for the remaining 
relevant aquifers within GMA 13, and the Declaration of non-relevant aquifers in GMA 13, was held, 
pursuant to notice, at the Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District Office, 110 Wyoming 
Blvd., Pleasanton, Atascosa County, Texas. 


Members Present: 


Members Absent: 


Guests Present: 


Agenda: 


Lonnie Stewart McMullen GWCD 
Diane Savage, Evergreen UWCD 
Greg Sengelmann, Gonzales GWCD 
Ed Walker, Wintergarden GWCD 
Vic Hilderbran, Uvalde Co. UWCD 
Luana Buckner, EAA & Medina Co. GCD 
Daniel Meyers, Plum Creek GWCD 


Ron Naumann, Guadalupe GWCD 


See Attached Sign in Sheet. 


Attached. 


Welcome and Introductions: 


Mr. Mahoney welcomed the GMA 13 District members and guests to the Evergreen 
Underground Water Conservation Districts office. Members and Guests introduced themselves and 
Mr. Mahoney called the meeting to order at I 0:02 a.m. 


Minutes of the April9, 2010 Meeting: 


The minutes of the April 09,2010 meeting were presented to the Members. Ms. Buckner 
moved to approve the minutes as presented. Mr. Stewart seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 


Update and Report from the Texas Water Development Board: 


a. Discussion of the Adoption of Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13: 
Sarah Backhouse with the TWDB updated the Members on how TWDB is going to 


rely on the Districts comments on the exempt use in the respective Districts. 
b. Discussion of non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13: 


There was no update on the Non-relevant aquifers in GMA 13. 


Recess for Hearing: 







Mr. Mahoney called recess to the hearing on the Adoption of a DFC for all aquifers within 
GMA 13 at 1 0:06 a.m. 


Public Hearing on the Adoption of a Desired Future Conditions for the remaining 
relevant Aquifers within Groundwater Management Area 13, and the declaration of non­
relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13: 


Committee Members proposes that the Trinity and Gulf Coast Aquifers to be 
designated as non-relevant since there is no production within the GMA 13. The Edward Aquifer in 
Atascosa County was to be designated as non-relevant since they are regulated by the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority and non-relevant in Zavala County due to the absence of a Groundwater 
Conservation District. The committee discussed the Edwards aquifer in Frio County and noted that 
current wells produce an average artesian flow of750 gallons. The GMA 13 Committee proposes a 
recommendation of a DFC of an average artesian flow of 500 gallons per minute. 
As for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer the committee proposes the Scenario 4, Table C-1, GAM model 
Run T10-012 provided by the TWDB. 


Reconvene Meeting: 


Mr. Mahoney reconvened the meeting at 10: 13 a.m. 


Declaration of the non-relevant Aquifers in Groundwater Management Area 13: 


The GMA committee declared the Trinity and Gulf Coast Aquifers as non-relevant to the 
GMA 13. The Edward Aquifer in Atascosa County is also declared as non-relevant since it is 
regulated by the Edwards Aquifer and in Zavala County there is no Groundwater Conservation 
District. Ms. Buckner moved to Declare. the non-relevant Aquifers in GMA 13 with a second from 
Mr. Stewart. There being no further discussion the motion carried with Daniel Meyer abstaining. 


Adoption of the Desired Future Conditions for the remaining relevant Aquifers in 
Groundwater Management Area 13 and Resolution No. 2010-02: 


The GMA 13 Committee Members moved to adopt scenario 4.0 an average drawdown of2 
feet for the Yegua-Jackson aquifer,. and to adopt a desired future condition for the portion of the 
Edwards Aquifer in Frio County to maintain a minimum artesian flow of 500 gallons per minute from 
wells producing from the Edward Aquifer in Frio County. Ms. Savage moved to Adopt the DFC's 
for the remaining relevant aquifers in GMA 13 and Resolution #20 1 0-02, with a second from Mr. 
Walker. There being no further discussion the motion carried unanimously. 


Public Comments: 


There were no public comments. 
Adjournment: 


Mr. Mahoney moved to adjourn the meeting at 10: 16. 







MINUTES OF THE GMA 13 COMMITTEE 
AUGUST 12,2010 


The Regular Scheduled Meeting of the Planning Committee of the Groundwater Management 
Area 13 was held, pursuant to notice, at the Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District 
Office, 110 Wyoming Blvd., Pleasanton, Atascosa County, Texas. 


Members Present: 


Members Absent: 


Guests Present: 


Agenda: 


Lonnie Stewart McMullen GWCD 
Diane Savage, Evergreen UWCD 
Greg Sengelmann, Gonzales GWCD 
Ed Walker, Wintergarden GWCD 
Vic Hilderbran, Uvalde Co. GWCD 
Luana Buckner, EAA & Medina Co. GCD 
Daniel Meyers, Plum Creek GWCD 


Ron Naumann, Guadalupe GWCD 


See Attached Sign in Sheet. 


Attached. 


Minutes of the August ll, 2010 Meeting: 


The minutes of the August 12,2010 meeting were presented to the Members. Ms. Buckner 
moved to approve the minutes after minor correction. Mr. Stewart seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 


Public Comments: 


Ms. Buckner thanked the EUWCD staff for hosting the GMA 13 meetings. 


Adjournment: 


Mr. Mahoney moved to adjourn the meeting at I 0:40 a.m. 







RESOLUTION No. R 2010-02 


RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE DESIRED FUTURE 
CONDITIONS OF THE AQUIFERS IN GROUNDWATER 


MANAGEMENTARERA13 


WHEREAS; GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA (GMA) 131S 
COMPRISED OF DELEGATES FROM THE FOLLOWING GROUNDWATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS LOCATED WHOLLY OR PARTIALLY WITHIN 
GMA 13: EVERGREEN UWCD, GONZALES COUNTY UWCD, GUADALUPE 
COUNTY GCD, EDWARDS AQUIFER AUTHORITY, MEDINA COUNTY GCD, 
UVALDE COUNTY UWCD, WINTERGARDEN GCD, PLUM CREEK CD AND 
MCMULLEN GCD; AND 


WHEREAS; CHAPTER 36.108 OF THE TEXAS WATER CODE, JOINT 
PLANNING IN MANAGEMENT AREA, REQUIRES THAT THE 
GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS IN THE GMA ADOPT 
DESIRED FUTURE CONDITIONS OF ALL RELEVANT AQUIFERS IN THE 
GMA FOR THE NEXT FIFTY YEAR HORIZON, NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 
1, 2010; AND 


WHEREAS; THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF GMA 13 HAVE HELD PUBLIC 
MEETINGS NOTICED AND POSTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW, 
AND HAVE REVIEWED AND DISCUSSED GROUNDWATER AVAILABILITY 
MODEL (GAM) RUNS WITH INPUT AND COMMENT FROM STAKEHOLDERS 
WITHIN GMA 13; AND 


WHEREAS; IN REFERENCE TO GAM RUN T10-012, TABLE C-1, THE 
COMMITTEE HAS CONSIDERED, THE BASE SCENARIO OF AN AVERAGE 
DRAWDOWN OF 0.0 FEET, SCENARIO 2.5 AN AVERAGE DRAWDOWN OF 
1 FOOT, SCENARIO 3.0 AN AVERAGE DRAWDOWN OF 1 FOOT, AND 
SCENARIO 4.0 AN AVERAGE DRAWDOWN OF 2 FEET FOR THE YEGUA­
JACKSON AQUIFER; AND 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, THE DISTRICT MEMBERS OF 
GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 13, ADOPT SCENARIO 4.0, AND A 
AVERAGE DRAWDOWN OF 2 FEET FOR THE YEGUA-JACKSON AQUIFER; 
AND; 
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Table C-1. Pumping and average drawdown between 20 I 0 and 2060 for each county in Groundwater Management Area 13 (GMA 13) by 
scenario. Pumping is in acre-feet per year. Drawdown is in feet. 


1997 Pumping by Scenario Dra\\do'MI by Scenario 
GMA Coun~ Puml!!ng 0.4 0.6 0.8 Base 1.3 1.6 1.9 2.5 3 4 . 0.4 0.6 0.8 Base 1.3 1.6 1.9 2.5 3 4 


GMA 13 1,006 3,173 4,759 6,345 7,931 10,310 12,689 15,067 19,825 23,789 31,718 0 0 0 0 0 I 1 I 2 
Atascosa 215 86 128 171 214 278 342 407 535 642 856 0 .o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Frio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Gonzales 245 97 146 195 244 317 390 463 609 731 975 0 1 l 1 I . 


Karnes 196 78 118 157 196 254 312 370 486 583 776 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
La Salle 24 9 14 18 23 30 37 44 57 .69 92 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Mcmullen 46 18 27 36 45 58 72 85 112 135 180 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Webb 28 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,500 8,000 9,500 12,500 15,oo0 ·19,999 0 0 0 0 I I 1 2 2 3 


Wilson 211 84 126 168 210 273 336 399 525 630 840 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Za(!ta 41 800 1,200 1,600 2,000 2,600 3,200 3,800 ' 5,000 6,000 8,000 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 


6 ·' ,, 
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Figure C-1. Average drawdown (decline in water levels) between 2010 and 2060 in the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer for each pumping scenario for 
Groundwater Management Area 13. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  


The modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer as a result of the desired 
future condition adopted by the members of Groundwater Management Area 13 is approximately 
31,700 acre-feet per year. This is shown divided by county, regional water planning area, and 
river basin in Table 1 for use in the regional water planning process. Modeled available 
groundwater is summarized by county, regional water planning area, river basin, and 
groundwater conservation district in tables 2 through 5. The estimates were extracted from 
Groundwater Availability Modeling Task 10-012, Scenario 4, which Groundwater Management 
Area 13 used as the basis for developing their desired future condition for the Yegua-Jackson 
Aquifer. 


REQUESTOR: 


Mr. Mike Mahoney of Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District on behalf of 
Groundwater Management Area 13 


DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: 


In a letter dated August 31, 2010 and received September 2, 2010, Mr. Mike Mahoney provided 
the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) with the desired future condition of the Yegua-
Jackson Aquifer adopted by the members of Groundwater Management Area 13.  The desired 
future condition for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer in Groundwater Management Area 13, as shown 
in Resolution No. R 2010-02, is as follows: 


“In reference to [Groundwater Availability Model] Run T10-012, Table C-1, the 
committee has considered, the base scenario of an average drawdown of 0.0 feet, 
Scenario 2.5 an average drawdown of 1 foot, Scenario 3.0 an average drawdown 
of 1 foot, and Scenario 4.0 an average drawdown of 2 feet for the Yegua-Jackson 
Aquifer; and 


[...] the district members of the Groundwater Management Area 13, adopt 
Scenario 4.0, and an average drawdown of 2 feet for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer.”  


In response to receiving the adopted desired future condition, the Texas Water 
Development Board has estimated the modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-
Jackson Aquifer in Groundwater Management Area 13.  


METHODS: 


The Texas Water Development Board previously completed several predictive groundwater 
availability model simulations of the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer to assist the members of 
Groundwater Management Area 13 in developing a desired future condition for this aquifer.  The 
location of Groundwater Management Area 13, the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer, and the groundwater 
availability model cells that represent the aquifer are shown in Figure 1.  As described in 
Resolution No. R 2010-02, the management area considered Scenario 4 of Groundwater 
Availability Modeling (GAM) Task 10-012 when developing a desired future condition for the 
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Yegua-Jackson Aquifer (Oliver, 2010).  Since the above desired future condition is met in 
Scenario 4 of GAM Task 10-012, the estimated pumping for Groundwater Management Area 13 
presented here was taken directly from this simulation.  The pumping was then divided by 
county, regional water planning area, river basin, and groundwater conservation district (Figure 
2). 


PARAMETERS AND ASSUMPTIONS: 


The parameters and assumptions for the model run using the groundwater availability model for 
the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer are described below: 


• The results presented in this report are taken from Scenario 4 in GAM Task 10-012 
(Oliver, 2010).  See GAM Task 10-012 for a full description of the methods, 
assumptions, and results for the groundwater availability model run. 


• Version 1.01 of the groundwater availability model for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer was 
used for this analysis. See Deeds and others (2010) for assumptions and limitations of the 
groundwater availability model.  


• Cells were assigned to individual counties, river basins, regional water planning areas, 
and groundwater conservation districts as shown in the March 23, 2010 version of the file 
that associates the model grid to political and natural boundaries for the Yegua-Jackson 
Aquifer. 


• The model results presented in this report were extracted from all areas of the model 
representing the units comprising the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer.  This includes some areas 
outside the “official” boundary of the aquifer shown in the 2007 State Water Plan 
(TWDB, 2007).   


Modeled Available Groundwater and Permitting 


As defined in Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code, “modeled available groundwater” is the 
estimated average amount of water that may be produced annually to achieve a desired future 
condition. This is distinct from “managed available groundwater,” shown in the draft version of 
this report dated December 15, 2010, which was a permitting value and accounted for the 
estimated use of the aquifer exempt from permitting.  This change was made to reflect changes 
in statute by the 82nd Texas Legislature, effective September 1, 2011.   


Groundwater conservation districts are required to consider modeled available groundwater, 
along with several other factors, when issuing permits in order to manage groundwater 
production to achieve the desired future condition(s). The other factors districts must consider 
include annual precipitation and production patterns, the estimated amount of pumping exempt 
from permitting, existing permits, and a reasonable estimate of actual groundwater production 
under existing permits. The estimated amount of pumping exempt from permitting, which the 
Texas Water Development Board is now required to develop after soliciting input from 
applicable groundwater conservation districts, will be provided in a separate report.   
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RESULTS: 


The modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer in Groundwater 
Management Area 13 consistent with the desired future condition is approximately 31,700 acre-
feet per year.  This has been divided by county, regional water planning area, and river basin for 
each decade between 2010 and 2060 for use in the regional water planning process (Table 1).   


The modeled available groundwater is also summarized by county, regional water planning area, 
river basin, and groundwater conservation district as shown in tables 2 through 5. In Table 5, the 
modeled available groundwater both excluding and including areas outside of a groundwater 
conservation district is shown. 


LIMITATIONS: 


The groundwater model used in developing estimates of modeled available groundwater is the 
best available scientific tool that can be used to estimate the pumping that will achieve the 
desired future conditions. Although the groundwater model used in this analysis is the best 
available scientific tool for this purpose, it, like all models, has limitations. In reviewing the use 
of models in environmental regulatory decision-making, the National Research Council (2007) 
noted: 


“Models will always be constrained by computational limitations, assumptions, and 
knowledge gaps. They can best be viewed as tools to help inform decisions rather than as 
machines to generate truth or make decisions. Scientific advances will never make it 
possible to build a perfect model that accounts for every aspect of reality or to prove that 
a given model is correct in all respects for a particular regulatory application. These 
characteristics make evaluation of a regulatory model more complex than solely a 
comparison of measurement data with model results.” 


A key aspect of using the groundwater model to develop estimates of modeled available 
groundwater is the need to make assumptions about the location in the aquifer where future 
pumping will occur. As actual pumping changes in the future, it will be necessary to evaluate the 
amount of that pumping as well as its location in the context of the assumptions associated with 
this analysis. Evaluating the amount and location of future pumping is as important as evaluating 
the changes in groundwater levels, spring flows, and other metrics that describe the condition of 
the groundwater resources in the area that relate to the adopted desired future condition(s). 


Given these limitations, users of this information are cautioned that the modeled available 
groundwater numbers should not be considered a definitive, permanent description of the amount 
of groundwater that can be pumped to meet the adopted desired future condition. Because the 
application of the groundwater model was designed to address regional scale questions, the 
results are most effective on a regional scale. The TWDB makes no warranties or representations 
relating to the actual conditions of any aquifer at a particular location or at a particular time. 


It is important for groundwater conservation districts to monitor future groundwater pumping as 
well as whether or not they are achieving their desired future conditions. Because of the 
limitations of the model and the assumptions in this analysis, it is important that the groundwater 
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conservation districts work with the TWDB to refine the modeled available groundwater 
numbers given the reality of how the aquifer responds to the actual amount and location of 
pumping now and in the future. 
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Table 1: Modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer in Groundwater 
Management Area 13.  Results are in acre-feet per year and are divided by county, regional water 
planning area, and river basin. 


County Regional Water 
Planning Area 


River 
Basin 


Year 


2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 


Atascosa L Nueces 855 855 855 855 855 855 


Frio L Nueces 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Gonzales L 
Guadalupe 980 980 980 980 980 980 


Lavaca 3 3 3 3 3 3 


Karnes L 


Guadalupe 112 112 112 112 112 112 


Nueces 34 34 34 34 34 34 
San 


Antonio 628 628 628 628 628 628 


La Salle L Nueces 91 91 91 91 91 91 


McMullen N Nueces 179 179 179 179 179 179 


Webb M 
Nueces 11,969 11,969 11,969 11,969 11,969 11,969 


Rio 
Grande 8,030 8,030 8,030 8,030 8,030 8,030 


Wilson L 


Guadalupe 48 48 48 48 48 48 


Nueces 184 184 184 184 184 184 
San 


Antonio 606 606 606 606 606 606 


Zapata M Rio 
Grande 7,999 7,999 7,999 7,999 7,999 7,999 


Total 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 


Table 2: Modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer summarized by county 
in Groundwater Management Area 13 for each decade between 2010 and 2060.  Results are in 
acre-feet per year. 


County 
Year 


2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 


Atascosa 855 855 855 855 855 855 


Frio 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Gonzales 983 983 983 983 983 983 


Karnes 774 774 774 774 774 774 


La Salle 91 91 91 91 91 91 


McMullen 179 179 179 179 179 179 


Webb 19,999 19,999 19,999 19,999 19,999 19,999 


Wilson 838 838 838 838 838 838 


Zapata 7,999 7,999 7,999 7,999 7,999 7,999 


Total 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 
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Table 3: Modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer summarized by regional 
water planning area in Groundwater Management Area 13 for each decade between 2010 and 
2060.  Results are in acre-feet per year. 


Regional Water 
Planning Area 


Year 


2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 


L 3,541 3,541 3,541 3,541 3,541 3,541 


M 27,998 27,998 27,998 27,998 27,998 27,998 


N 179 179 179 179 179 179 


Total 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 


Table 4: Modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer summarized by river 
basin in Groundwater Management Area 13 for each decade between 2010 and 2060.  Results 
are in acre-feet per year. 


River Basin 
Year 


2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 


Guadalupe 1,140 1,140 1,140 1,140 1,140 1,140 


Lavaca 3 3 3 3 3 3 


Nueces 13,312 13,312 13,312 13,312 13,312 13,312 


Rio Grande 16,029 16,029 16,029 16,029 16,029 16,029 


San Antonio 1,234 1,234 1,234 1,234 1,234 1,234 


Total 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 


Table 5: Modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer summarized by 
groundwater conservation district (GCD) in Groundwater Management Area 13 for each decade 
between 2010 and 2060.  Results are in acre-feet per year. UWCD refers to Underground Water 
Conservation District. 


Groundwater Conservation District 
Year 


2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 


Evergreen UWCD 2,467 2,467 2,467 2,467 2,467 2,467 


Gonzales County UWCD 865 865 865 865 865 865 


McMullen GCD 179 179 179 179 179 179 


Wintergarden GCD 91 91 91 91 91 91 


Total (excluding non-district areas) 3,602 3,602 3,602 3,602 3,602 3,602 


No District 28,116 28,116 28,116 28,116 28,116 28,116 


Total (including non-district areas) 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 31,718 
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Figure 1: Map showing the areas covered by the groundwater availability model for the Yegua-
Jackson Aquifer. 
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Figure 2: Map showing regional water planning areas (RWPAs), groundwater conservation 
districts (GCDs), counties, and river basins in Groundwater Management Area 13. 
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1.0 DISTRICT MISSION 
 
The mission of the Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (GCUWCD) is to 
conserve, preserve, protect, and prevent waste of groundwater resources.  It shall be the policy of the 
Board of Directors that the most efficient use of groundwater in the District is to provide for the needs of 
the citizens and ensure growth for future generations.  The Board of Directors, with the cooperation of the 
citizens of the District, shall implement this management plan and its accompanying rules to achieve this 
goal.  GCUWCD shall also establish, as part of this plan, the policies of water conservation, public 
information and technical research by cooperation and coordination with the citizens of the District and 
equitable enforcement of this plan and its accompanying rules. 
 
 
2.0 PURPOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), enacted in 1997, and Senate Bill 2 (SB 2), enacted in 2001, established a 
comprehensive statewide planning process, including requirements for groundwater conservation Districts 
under the Texas Water Code Chapter 36 to manage and conserve the groundwater resources of the State 
of Texas. This legislation requires that each groundwater conservation District develop a management 
plan which addresses the following management goals,  as applicable: (1) providing the most efficient use 
of groundwater, (2) controlling and preventing waste of groundwater, (3) controlling and preventing 
subsidence, (4) addressing conjunctive surface water management issues, (5) addressing natural resource 
issues, (6) addressing drought conditions, (7) addressing conservation, recharge enhancement, rainwater, 
precipitation enhancement, or brush control, where appropriate and cost-effective, and (8) addressing the 
desired future conditions of the groundwater resources. 
 
House Bill 1763, enacted in 2005, requires joint planning among Districts within the same Groundwater 
Management Area (GMA). These Districts must establish the Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) of the 
aquifers within their respective GMAs.  Through this process, the Districts will submit the DFCs of the 
aquifer to the executive administrator of the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB). The TWDB will 
calculate the managed available groundwater (MAG) in each District within the management area based 
upon the submitted DFCs of the aquifer within the GMA.  Technical information, such as the DFCs of the 
aquifers within the District's jurisdiction and the amount of MAG from such aquifers is required by 
statute to be included in the District's management plan and will guide the District's regulatory and 
management policies. 
 
 
3.0 DISTRICT INFORMATION                      
 
3.1  Creation 
The GCUWCD was created on an order of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), 
formerly the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC), on November 19, 1993.  A 
copy of TNRCC order number 101692-DO4, approving the petition for creation of the GCUWCD, is 
included in Appendix 1. 
 
3.2  Directors 
The GCUWCD Board of Directors is comprised of five (5) members elected from single member 
Districts.  Election of directors is held in May of the same year as the U.S. Presidential election.  The 
Board of Directors meets in regular sessions on the second Tuesday each month in the City of Gonzales, 
Texas.  All meetings of the Board of Directors are open to the public as set forth in the Texas Open 
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Meetings Act, Title 5, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, and advanced written notices of such 
meetings are posted as prescribed in said Act. 
 
3.3  Authority of the District 
As stated in TNRCC order number 101692-DO4, the GCUWCD has all the rights, powers, privileges, 
authority, and functions conferred by, and subject to all duties imposed by, the TCEQ and the general 
laws of the State of Texas relating to underground water conservation districts.  The District is governed 
by the provisions of Texas Water Code (TWC) Chapter 36 and 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 
Chapter 356. 
 
3.4  District Boundaries 
GCUWCD serves the areas of Gonzales County and the southeast portion of Caldwell County (Figure 1).    
Gonzales County is bounded by Guadalupe, Wilson, Karnes, DeWitt, Lavaca, Fayette and Caldwell 
counties.  There are approximately 677,000 acres in Gonzales County, of which 101,000 acres are 
excluded from the District as they lie over the zones of undesirable groundwater, leaving 576,000 acres 
within the boundaries of the county.  Incorporated towns within Gonzales County include Gonzales, 
Waelder, Nixon, and Smiley.  In December 2007, GCUWCD approved a resolution to annex the 
southeastern portion of Caldwell County into the District.  An election was held in Caldwell County on 
May 10, 2008, with voters approving the annexation.  The Board approved the canvass of the proposition 
election to ratify the annexation on May 13, 2008.  The annexed area of Caldwell County encompasses 
approximately 77,440 acres.  Delhi and Taylorsville are the principal communities in the area.  The 
District’s economy is primarily agricultural, with poultry production being the primary income producer, 
followed by beef cattle and farming.  Oil and gas production also contributes to the local economy. 


 
Figure 1 
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The GCUWCD is located within Groundwater Management Area 13 (GMA 13).  GMA 13 includes 
seventeen counties and nine groundwater conservation Districts (Figure 2).  House Bill 1763 requires 
joint planning among the groundwater conservation Districts within GMA 13.  The District is actively 
engaged in the joint planning process and provides input to GMA 13.  The District has a joint 
management agreement with Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District, Guadalupe County 
Underground Water Conservation District, Medina County Groundwater Conservation District, and 
Wintergarden Groundwater Conservation District.  This agreement, signed on August 8, 2000, states that 
the Districts will cooperate in managing the groundwater resources of the Carrizo aquifer.  The District 
has provided and will continue to provide the other Districts in the aquifer management area with copies 
of its management plan and rules when changes are made. 
 
 


Figure 2 
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The GCUWCD is located within planning Region L (South Central Texas Regional Planning Group).  
Region L includes all or parts of 21 counties, portions of nine river and coastal basins, the Guadalupe 
Estuary, and San Antonio Bay (Figure 3).  The Board of Directors unanimously supports the concept of a 
grassroots planning effort.   The District will actively provide input to the regional plan and participate in 
the planning effort. 
 


Figure 3 
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3.5  Topography and Drainage 
The GCUWCD lies within south-central Texas on the Gulf Coastal Plain.  In most of the District the 
topography ranges from flat to rolling.  However, two prominent lines of hills extend across parts of 
Gonzales County – one along the northwestern boundary from Ottine to about seven (7) miles northwest 
of Dewville and the other along the boundary with Lavaca County.  In Caldwell County, the minimum 
elevation, about 295 feet, is at the southern tip of the County where Plum Creek joins the San Marcos 
River.  The maximum elevation is in the area of the so-called “Iron Mountains” peaks southeast and south 
of McMahan. 
 
Most of the District lies in the drainage basin of the Guadalupe River.  Two small areas in the eastern and 
southeastern parts of the District are drained by the Colorado River.  Most of the southern and 
southwestern parts of Gonzales County are drained by Sandies Creek, which flows southeastward and 
enters the Guadalupe River near Cuero in Dewitt County.  Most of the northern and northeastern parts of 
Gonzales County are drained by Peach Creek, which flows southward, entering the Guadalupe River 
about ten (10) miles southeast of Gonzales.  Plum Creek, the major tributary to the San Marcos River in 
Caldwell County, drains about 310 square miles (about 60 percent) of the County. 
 
3.6  Groundwater Resources 
The Wilcox Group yields small to moderate quantities of fresh to slightly saline water to a few wells in 
and near the outcrop in the northwestern part of Gonzales County.  In Caldwell County, the Wilcox yields 
small to large quantities of water to many wells for domestic and stock purposes, public supply, and some 
irrigation.  The Wilcox Group crops out in a small area in the GCUWCD near Ottine.  The Wilcox is 
composed of clay, silt, fine to medium-grained sand and sandstone, sandy shale, and thin beds of lignite.  
The thickness of the Wilcox ranges from about 1,300 to 3,200 feet, with a maximum thickness of 2,000 
feet occurring in an erosional channel in the southeastern part of the District.  This erosional channel is 
filled largely with silty shale. 
 
The principal water-bearing formation in the GCUWCD is the Carrizo Aquifer, which yields moderate to 
large quantities of fresh to slightly saline water throughout a large part of its subsurface extent.  Most of 
the Carrizo in the GCUWCD has at least 80 percent sand.  Portions of the Carrizo in the eastern half of 
the GCUWCD have 60 to 80 percent sand, generally corresponding to the area of the Yoakum Channel.  
Geologic thickness maps produced for the GCUWCD indicate that the Carrizo varies from less than 200 
feet over the San Marcos Arch in the central portion of the county to more than 600 feet in the western 
portion of the GCUWCD and about 800 feet in the Yoakum Channel in the eastern portion of the 
GCUWCD.  The Carrizo crops out in a small area along the western edge of Gonzales County and across 
the southeast portion of Caldwell County in a belt 1.5 to 3.5 miles wide.  The Carrizo consists of beds of 
massive, commonly cross-bedded coarse sand and some minor amounts of sandstone and clay. 
 
The Queen City aquifer yields small to moderate quantities of fresh to slightly saline water to wells in the 
area of the outcrop and downdip for a distance of about 5 to 8 miles.  The Queen City aquifer crops out in 
a northeastward trending belt across Gonzales and Caldwell Counties about 2 to 4 miles wide and is 
composed of massive to thin bedded medium to fine sand and clay.  The thickness of the Queen City 
ranges from about 400 to 825 feet where the entire section is present. 
 
The Sparta aquifer yields small to moderate quantities of fresh to slightly saline water in the outcrop and 
for a few miles downdip. The Sparta aquifer crops out in a belt about 1 mile wide trending northeastward 
across Gonzales County and consists of fine to medium grained sand with some shale.  The thickness of 
the Sparta aquifer averages about 100 feet. 
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4.0 CRITERIA FOR PLAN APPROVAL 
 
4.1  Planning Horizon 
This plan shall be used for the ten (10) year period following approval as administratively complete by 
the Texas Water Development Board as required by 31 TAC §356.5(a).  The GCUWCD shall implement 
these goals and policies for a planning period of ten (10) years and will review the plan in five (5) years 
or sooner as circumstances warrant. 
 
4.2  Board Resolution 
A certified copy of the GCUWCD’s resolution adopting this plan as required by 31 TAC §356.6(a)(2) is 
included in Appendix 2. 
 
4.3  Plan Adoption 
Public notices documenting that this plan was adopted following appropriate public meetings and 
hearings, as required by 31 TAC §356.6(a)(4), are included in Appendix 3. 
 
4.4  Coordination with Surface Water Management Entities 
Letters transmitting copies of this plan to the Region L are included in Appendix 4 as required by 31 TAC 
§356.6(a)(4). 
 
 
5.0 MANAGED AVAILABLE GROUNDWATER 
 
Section 36.108, Texas Water Code, requires joint planning among the groundwater conservation districts 
within GMA 13.  A key part of joint planning is determining “desired future conditions” (DFCs) that are 
used to calculate “managed available groundwater” (MAG).  These conditions and volumes are used for 
regional water plans, groundwater management plans, and permitting.  DFCs are the desired, quantified 
conditions of groundwater resources (such as water levels, water quality, spring flows, or volumes) at a 
specified time or times in the future or in perpetuity.   
 
The DFCs of the groundwater within the District have not yet been established in accordance with Section 
36.108 of the Texas Water Code.  The District is actively participating in the joint planning process and 
the development of a desired future condition for the portion of the aquifers within the District and the 
GMA area.  Therefore, this goal is not applicable to the District at this time. 
 
Managed available groundwater (MAG) is a volume of groundwater defined by the adopted DFCs and 
will be provided to the GCUWCD by the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB).  Section 36.1132, 
Texas Water Code requires that, to the extent possible, the GCUWCD shall issue permits up to the point 
that the total volume of groundwater permitted equals the MAG.   
 
An estimate of the available amount of groundwater in the District is not now required by 31 TAC 
§356.5(a)(5)(A).  To date the DFCs for the aquifers located within the District boundaries and within 
GMA 13 have not been established; therefore, an estimate of the MAG is not available at this time (Table 
1 intentionally left blank).  The District is actively working with the other member districts within GMA 
13 towards determining the DFCs for each aquifer located within the District.  Once these DFCs are 
established an estimate of the MAG can be calculated.  This management plan will be revised upon 
establishment of DFCs and the MAG.  Water users in their planning process should be cognizant that the 
DFCs and MAG determinations will impact future pumping scenarios, and the DFCs could be different 
than the drawdown limitations set for the Carrizo, Wilcox, Queen City, and Sparta aquifers in this 
management plan. 
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The GCUWCD has chosen to divide the District into two zones (western and eastern) based on previous 
geologic and hydrologic studies.  These zones are divided by the San Marcos Arch structural feature 
which roughly coincides with the San Marcos and Guadalupe Rivers. 
 
The District will evaluate and monitor groundwater availability and regulate groundwater production 
consistent with the rules of the District and the following drawdown limitations.  Production from an 
individual well or combination of wells in a well field shall be restricted in order that the maximum 
drawdown of the water table or artesian pressure in selected monitor wells shall not be greater than 100 
feet in the Carrizo or Wilcox aquifers or 50 feet in the Queen City or Sparta aquifers from the baseline 
measurements stated in the District rules.  The District will use water level and water quality 
measurements at monitoring wells designated by the Board of Directors to evaluate aquifer conditions. 
 
The District will consider permit applications that are in compliance with District rules.  In accordance 
with § 36.1071(f), Texas Water Code, the District will, if necessary, adopt amended rules to implement 
the management plan.  The amount of groundwater available in the District is dependent on the 
drawdown limitations for each aquifer as set forth in the rules in order to conserve, preserve, and protect 
the groundwater resources of the District.  A permit confers no vested rights in the holder, and it may be 
revoked or suspended, or its terms may be modified or amended at any time pursuant to the provisions of 
the District’s rules. 
 
Groundwater modeling will be used to determine whether specific permit applications meet the 
drawdown limitations of the District.  Modeling is required on all permit applications from the same 
producer or producers connected or to be connected to a common gathering/transportation piping system 
capable of producing greater than or equal to 3,000 acre-feet of water per calendar year. 
 
According to information included in the Final Reports of Groundwater Availability Models for the 
Carrizo-Wilcox. Queen City and Sparta Aquifers, prepared for the TWDB, limitations are intrinsic to 
models.  Model limitations can be grouped into several categories including: (1) limitations in the data 
supporting a model, (2) limitations in the implementation of a model which may include assumptions 
inherent to the model application, and (3) limitations regarding model applicability.  The report also states 
that the GAMs were developed on a regional scale and are applicable for assessing regional aquifer 
conditions resulting from groundwater development over a fifty-year time period.  At this scale, the 
models are not capable of precisely predicting aquifer responses at specific points such as a particular 
well.  Thus, the estimation of available groundwater calculated by the Southern Carrizo-Wilcox Queen 
City and Sparta (SCWQCS) GAM should be considered as a tool to assist the District in managing the 
aquifers to comply with the District’s rules of a 100 foot drawdown in the Carrizo and Wilcox aquifers 
and a 50 foot drawdown in the Queen City and Sparta aquifers.  Over time, the District will compare the 
GAM runs with actual groundwater monitoring data to assess the accuracy level of the models.  The 
District reserves the right to amend permits, at any time, based on actual groundwater monitoring data if 
warranted by excessive aquifer drawdown. 
 
 
6.0 CURRENT WATER USE 
 
The Texas Water Development Board Water Uses Unit operates an annual survey of ground and surface 
water use by municipal and industrial entities within the state of Texas.  This survey collects the volume 
of both ground and surface water used, the source of the water, water sales and other pertinent data from 
the users.  The data provides an important source of information in helping guide water supply studies and 
regional and state water planning.  Presentation of this data in the management plan is required by 31 
TAC §356.5 (a)(5)(B). 
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6.1  Complete County Usage Estimates 
In 2004, approximately 18,160 acre-feet of groundwater and surface water was used in the areas 
encompassing all of Gonzales and Caldwell Counties (Table 2).  The five year average combined 
groundwater and surface water usage from 2000 to 2004 was approximately 19,445 acre-feet. 
 


Table 2 
Groundwater and Surface Water Usage 


Entire Areas of Gonzales and Caldwell Counties 
                                                                                                     


Designated 
User 


Water Usage 
2000 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2001 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2002 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2003 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2004 


(acre-feet) 
Municipal 3,956 4,341 3,899 5,426 4,439
Manufacturing 2,051 1,593 1,456 2,653 1,494
Irrigation 2,438 1,498 1,561 1,900 1,500
Mining 33 29 29 29 29
Livestock 4,463 4,400 4,624 4,724 4,687


Total 
Gonzales 


12,941 11,861 11,569 14,732 12,149


Municipal 4,929 4,534 4,311 4,978 4,770
Manufacturing 11 200 6 0 1
Irrigation 989 1,590 1,590 1,065 183
Mining 12 6 6 6 6
Livestock 917 888 958 965 1,051
Total Caldwell 6,858 7,218 6,871 7,014 6,011
Data from TWDB Water Uses Survey 


 
In 2004, the largest usage of water in the two counties combined was municipal at 51 percent (Figure 4).  
The next largest water usage was livestock at approximately 32 percent followed by irrigation usage at 9 
percent.  Approximately 8 percent of the total usage was from manufacturing and another 0.2 percent was 
from mining usage. 
 


Figure 4 


Total Water Usage
Gonzales and Caldwell Counties


2004


Municipal
9,209 ac-ft


51%


Manufacturing
1,495 ac-ft


8%


Irrigation
1,683 ac-ft


9%


Mining
35 ac-ft
0.2%


Livestock
5,738 ac-ft


32%
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6.2  Apportioned District Usage Estimates 
Apportioned usage estimates that represent usage solely within the boundaries of the GCUWCD are 
required by the TWDB.  The apportioned usage is based on a proportional area percentage which is 
derived by dividing the amount of acres or square miles covered by the District by the total number of 
acres or square miles contained within Gonzales County and the annexed area of Caldwell County.  The 
percentage derived by the TWDB is 84.48 percent for Gonzales County and 22.05 percent for Caldwell 
County.  If all designated users are known to be located entirely within the District then no apportionment 
is required for that designated user. 
 
Groundwater usage accounted for approximately 5,578 acre-feet of the total water used in the District in 
2004, as shown in Table 3 below.  The largest groundwater usage was municipal (2,564 acre-feet) 
followed by manufacturing (1,332 acre-feet) and irrigation (1,175 acre-feet).  The five year average 
groundwater usage from 2000 to 2004 was approximately 5,996 acre-feet. 


 
 
 


Table 3 
Groundwater Usage 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
                                                                                                                    
Designated User Water Usage 


2000 
(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2001 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2002 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2003 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2004 


(acre-feet) 
Municipal 1,605 1,776 1,596 2,218 1,816
Manufacturing 1,693 1,421 1,298 2,366 1,332
Irrigation 1,860 1,138 1,186 1,064 1,140
Mining 33 29 29 29 29
Livestock 446 432 454 464 460


Total Gonzales 5,637 4,796 4,563 6,141 4,777
Municipal 825 711 676 781 748
Manufacturing 2 44 1 0 0
Irrigation 30 49 49 28 35
Mining 3 1 1 1 1
Livestock 20 14 15 15 17


Total Caldwell 880 819 742 825 801
Data from TWDB Water Uses Survey 
Apportioned values are presented in italics. Estimates that have not been apportioned are considered to 
be entirely within the District. 
 
 
Surface water usage accounted for 6,470 acre-feet of the total water used in the District in 2004, as shown 
in Table 4 below.  The largest surface water usage was livestock (3,786 acre-feet) followed by municipal 
(2,238 acre-feet) and irrigation (309 acre-feet).  The five year average surface water usage from 2000 to 
2004 was approximately 6,713 acre-feet. 
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Table 4 


Surface Water Usage 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


  
Designated User Water Usage 


2000 
(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2001 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2002 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2003 


(acre-feet) 


Water Usage 
2004 


(acre-feet) 
Municipal 1,737 1,892 1,698 2,365 1,934
Manufacturing 302 145 133 242 137
Irrigation 488 304 317 706 304
Mining 0 0 0 0 0
Livestock 3,394 3,352 3,523 3,599 3,571


Total Gonzales 5,921 5,693 5,671 6,912 5,946
Municipal 262 289 275 317 304
Manufacturing 0 0 0 0 0
Irrigation 188 301 301 206 5
Mining 0 0 0 0 0
Livestock 182 182 196 198 215


Total Caldwell 632 772 772 721 524
Data from TWDB Water Uses Survey 
Apportioned values are presented in italics. Estimates that have not been apportioned are considered to 
be entirely within the District. 
 
 
7.0 ANNUAL GROUNDWATER RECHARGE, DISCHARGE, AND FLOW 
 
Texas State Water Code, Section 36.1071, Subsection (h) states that, in developing its groundwater 
management plan, groundwater conservation Districts shall use groundwater availability modeling 
(GAM) provided by the TWDB.  Information derived from GAMs that shall be included in the 
management plan includes: 
 


1. the annual amount of recharge from precipitation, if any, to the groundwater resources within the 
District – required by 31 TAC § 356.5(a)(5)(C) 


2. for each aquifer within the District, the annual volume of water that discharges from the aquifer 
to springs and any surface water bodies, including lakes, streams, and rivers – required by 31 
TAC § 356.5(a)(5)(D) 


3. the annual volume of flow into and out of the District within each aquifer and between aquifers in 
the District – required by 31 TAC § 356.5(a)(5)(E) 


 
The TWDB ran a groundwater availability model (GAM 08-22 Revision) for the southern part of the 
Carrizo-Wilcox, Queen City, and Sparta aquifers to create a groundwater budget.  A groundwater budget 
summarizes water entering and leaving the aquifer according to input parameters assigned in the model to 
simulate the groundwater flow system.  The components of the water budgets shown in Table 5 and 
Table 6 below include: 
 


1. Precipitation Recharge – this is the aerially distributed recharge sourced from precipitation falling 
on the outcrop areas of the aquifers (where the aquifer is exposed at the land surface) within the 
District. 
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2. Surface Water Outflow – this is the total water exiting the aquifer (outflow) to surface water 
features such as streams, reservoirs, and drains (springs). 


3. Flow Into and Out of District – this component describes lateral flow within the aquifer between 
the District and adjacent counties. 


4. Flow Between Aquifers – this describes the vertical flow, or leakage, between aquifers or 
confining units.  Inflow to an aquifer from an overlying aquifer will always equal the outflow 
from the other aquifer. 


 
 
 


Table 5 
Groundwater Recharge/Discharge/Flow 


Gonzales and Caldwell Counties 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


 
Aquifer or 


Confining Unit 
Annual Recharge 
from Precipitation 


(acre-feet/yr) 


Annual Discharge 
from Aquifer to 
Surface Water 
(acre-feet/yr) 


Annual Flow 
Into District 
(acre-feet/yr) 


Annual Flow 
Out of District 
(acre-feet/yr) 


Sparta 3,105 2,127 386 70
Weches 808 521 117 35
Queen City 7,291 3,583 1,172 126
Reklaw 2,168 1,935 170 156
Carrizo 6,927 6,896 8,897 5,732
Wilcox (upper) 0 0 30 48
Wilcox (middle) 921 31 2,031 3,488
Wilcox (lower) 0 0 4,052 2,506
Data from GAM 08-22 Revised 


 
 
 


Table 6 
Groundwater Net Flow Between Aquifers 


Gonzales and Caldwell Counties 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


 
Aquifer or Confining Unit Annual Net Flow Between Aquifers 


(acre-feet/yr) 
Weches into Sparta 4,511
Queen City into Weches 4,183
Reklaw into Queen City 3,190
Carrizo into Reklaw 1,945
Carrizo into Wilcox (upper) 649
Wilcox (upper) into Wilcox (middle) 194
Wilcox (lower) into Wilcox (middle) 190
Data from GAM 08-22 Revised 
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Details of how the natural or artificial recharge of groundwater within the District could be increased are 
required by 31 TAC § 356.5 (a)(5)(C).  A significant amount of the District’s annual rainfall occurs 
during large rainstorms and much of this rainfall is lost as surface water runoff.  By installing small 
reservoirs on drainage gullies and small dams on creeks some of this runoff could be captured and will 
serve to recharge the aquifers.  An additional benefit of these reservoirs is water for livestock and 
wildlife, and erosion control. 
 
Brush management is another option for increasing groundwater recharge.  Water runoff and/or deep 
percolation can be increased by decreasing evapo-transpiration, which can be accomplished by managing 
vegetation.  An increase in runoff resulting from brush control could result in two potential water supply 
benefits; increasing recharge of groundwater due to increased sheet and/or stream flow traversing 
outcrops or faults, or enhancing stream flows and existing water supply reservoirs. 
 
 
8.0 PROJECTED WATER SUPPLY 
 
Estimates of projected water supplies represent the estimated capacity of water systems to deliver water to 
meet user needs on an annual basis.  Estimates of projected water supplies are compared with estimates of 
projected water demand to determine if the existing infrastructure is capable of meeting the expected 
needs of the water user group.  Presentation of this data in the management plan is required by 31 TAC § 
356.5 (a)(5)(F). 
 
Since the GCUWCD does not cover all of Gonzales and Caldwell Counties the TWDB recommends that 
the projected water supplies presented in the management plan be based on a proportional area 
percentage.  The proportional area percentage is derived by dividing the amount of acres or square miles 
covered by the District by the total number of acres or square miles contained within Gonzales County 
and the annexed area of Caldwell County.  The percentage derived by the TWDB is 84.48 percent for 
Gonzales County and 22.05 percent for Caldwell County.  If all designated users are known to be located 
entirely within the District then no apportionment is required for that designated user. 
 
8.1  Surface Water Supply 
Projected surface water supply data are derived from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, 
Regional Water Planning Group.  The projected surface water supply for the District in 2010 is expected 
to decrease by 267 acre-feet per year from the 2000 surface water supply estimates (Table 7).  From 2010 
to 2060 the projected surface water supplies are expected to remain stable. 
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Table 7 
Projected Surface Water Supply 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


Water 
User 


Group 


County River 
Basin 


Source Name 2000 
ac-


ft/yr 


2010 
ac-


ft/yr 


2020 
ac-


ft/yr 


2030 
ac-


ft/yr 


2040 
ac-


ft/yr 


2050 
ac-


ft/yr 


2060 
ac-


ft/yr 
Gonzales Gonzales Guadalupe Guadalupe Run-


of- River 
1,892 1,892 1,892 1,892 1,892 1,892 1,892


Gonzales 
CO WSC 


Gonzales Guadalupe Canyon 
Lake/Reservoir 


0 532 532 532 532 532 532


Irrigation Gonzales Guadalupe Canyon 
Lake/Reservoir 


0 6 6 6 6 6 6


Irrigation Gonzales Guadalupe Guadalupe River 
Combined Run-
of-River Irr. 


0 1,730 1,730 1,730 1,730 1,730 1,730


Livestock Gonzales Lavaca Livestock Local 
Supply 


46 62 62 62 62 62 62


Livestock Gonzales Guadalupe Livestock Local 
supply 


5,022 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366 2,366


   Total Gonzales 6,960 6,588 6,588 6,588 6,588 6,588 6,588
County 
Other 


Caldwell Guadalupe Guadalupe Run-
of-River 


0 110 110 110 110 110 110


Irrigation Caldwell Guadalupe Guadalupe River 
Combined Run-
of-River Irr. 


0 73 73 73 73 73 73


Livestock Caldwell Colorado Livestock Local 
Supply 


31 17 17 17 17 17 17


Livestock Caldwell Guadalupe Livestock Local 
Supply 


153 84 84 84 84 84 84


Gonzales 
CO WSC 


Caldwell Guadalupe Canyon 
Lake/Reservoir 


0 5 5 5 5 5 5


   Total Caldwell 184 289 289 289 289 289 289
Total Projected Surface Water Supply 7,144 6,877 6,877 6,877 6,877 6,877 6,877


Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
Apportioned values are presented in italics. Estimates that have not been apportioned are considered to 
be entirely within the District. 
 
 
8.2  Groundwater Supply 
Estimates of projected groundwater supplies typically represent the pumping capacity of the wells or well 
field that supply a water user group.  The projected groundwater supplies of a water user group may 
significantly exceed the amount of water actually used by the user because the well fields supplying the 
user groups have additional or redundant capacity.  This is particularly true of municipal water user 
groups where redundant capacity is built into the system to ensure a constant supply of water. 
 
Projected groundwater supply data are derived from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, 
Regional Water Planning Group.  The projected groundwater supply for the District is expected to 
decrease by 244 acre-feet/year from 2010 to 2060 (Table 8). 
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Table 8 


Projected Groundwater Supply 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


 
Water User 


Group 
County Source Name 2010 


ac-ft/yr 
2020 


ac-ft/yr 
2030 


ac-ft/yr 
2040 


ac-ft/yr 
2050 


ac-ft/yr 
2060 


ac-ft/yr 
Gonzales Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 403 403 403 403 403 403 
Nixon Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 600 600 600 600 600 600 
Waelder Gonzales Queen City 665 665 665 665 665 665 
County Other Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 13 13 13 13 13 13 
County Other Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 559 559 559 559 559 559 
Manufacturing Gonzales Sparta 1,632 1,632 1,632 1,632 1,632 1,632 
Manufacturing Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 1,786 1,786 1,786 1,786 1,786 1,786 
Mining Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 3 2 2 2 2 2 
Mining Gonzales Queen City 6 6 6 6 5 5 
Mining Gonzales Sparta 5 5 5 5 5 5 
Mining Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 14 14 13 12 12 12 
Irrigation Gonzales Queen City 47 40 35 30 26 22 
Irrigation Gonzales Sparta 51 44 38 33 28 24 
Irrigation Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 210 181 156 134 116 100 
Livestock Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 26 26 26 26 26 26 
Livestock Gonzales Queen City 805 805 805 805 805 805 
Livestock Gonzales Sparta 329 329 329 329 329 329
Livestock Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 1,419 1,419 1,419 1,419 1,419 1,419 
Gonzales CO 
WSC 


Gonzales Carrizo-Wilcox 1,103 1,103 1,103 1,103 1,103 1,103 


  Total Gonzales 9,676 9,632 9,595 9,562 9,534 9,510 
County Other Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 6 6 6 6 6 6
County Other Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 19 19 19 19 19 19
County Other Caldwell Queen City 121 125 129 132 135 138 
Manufacturing Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 7 7 7 7 7 7
Mining Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Mining Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 1 1 2 2 2 2 
Irrigation Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 4 3 3 2 2 2 
Irrigation Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 138 123 109 97 86 77 
Irrigation Caldwell Queen City 89 81 74 68 62 56 
Livestock Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 17 17 17 17 17 17
Livestock Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 84 84 84 84 84 84
Aqua WSC Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 48 48 48 48 48 48
Gonzales CO 
WSC 


Caldwell Carrizo-Wilcox 10 10 10 10 10 10 


  Total Caldwell 546 526 510 494 480 468 
Total Projected  Groundwater Supply 10,222 10,158 10,105 10,056 10,014 9,978 


Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
Apportioned values are presented in italics. Estimates that have not been apportioned are considered to 
be entirely within the District. 
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9.0 PROJECTED WATER DEMAND 


The projected water demand estimates are derived from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, 
Regional Water Planning Group.  These water demand projections are separated into the following 
designated uses: municipal, manufacturing, steam electric, irrigation, mining, and livestock. Water 
demand is the total volume of water required to meet the needs of the specified user groups located within 
the District’s planning area. 


Since the GCUWCD does not cover all of Gonzales and Caldwell Counties the TWDB recommends that 
all water demand projections presented in the management plan be based on a proportional area 
percentage which is derived by dividing the amount of acres covered by the District by the total number 
of acres within Gonzales and Caldwell Counties.  Presentation of this data in the management plan is 
required by 31 TAC 356.5 (a)(5)(G). 
 
9.1  Municipal Water Demand 
Projected population growth estimates for Gonzales and Caldwell Counties were taken from the TWDB-
Approved 2000-2060 population projections for counties and for Water User Groups (cities, utilities, and 
county-other rural areas).  Population growth within the two counties is projected to increase significantly 
from the 2000 Census data as shown in Table 9 below. 
 


Table 9 
County Population Projections 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


County P2000 
Census 


P2010 P2020 P2030 P2040 P2050 P2060 


Gonzales 
(Total County) 


18,628 19,872 21,227 22,260 23,003 23,219 23,151


Caldwell 
(Annexed Area) 


7,099 10,134 13,169 15,757 18,357 20,970 23,499


Totals 25,727 30,006 34,396 38,017 41,360 44,189 46,650
Data from the TWDB-Approved 2000-2060 population projections 
 
The overall population of the two county area is estimated to increase from 25,727 to 46,650 (81 percent) 
between 2000 and 2060.  Meeting the water supply needs of this projected influx of people will be a 
major challenge facing the GCUWCD. 
 
The projected municipal water usage, in 2000, comprised approximately 29 percent of the District’s total 
water demand.  It is projected to increase by 2,046 acre-feet/year in 2060 as shown in Table 10 below. 


 
Table 10 


Municipal Water Demand 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


County D2000 
ac-ft/yr 


D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 3,371 3,784 4,236 4,581 4,828 4,900 4,876
Caldwell 242 341 442 527 614 700 783


Totals 3,613 4,125 4,678 5,108 5,442 5,600 5,659
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
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9.2  County Other Water Demand 
The projected county other water usage, in 2000, comprised approximately 3 percent of the District’s total 
water demand.  The county other demand is projected to decrease by 206 acre-feet/year in 2060 


 
Table 11 


County Other Water Demand 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


 
County D2000 


ac-ft/yr 
D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 386 335 277 234 203 194 197
Caldwell 51 52 50 46 41 38 34


Totals 437 387 327 280 244 232 231
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
9.3  Manufacturing Water Demand 
The projected manufacturing water use, in 2000, accounted for approximately 14 percent of the District’s 
total water demand.  Manufacturing demand is projected to increase by 1,145 acre-feet/year in 2060. 
 


Table 12 
Manufacturing Water Demand 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


County D2000 
ac-ft/yr 


D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 1,733 2,028 2,220 2,384 2,544 2,684 2,874
Caldwell 2 3 4 5 5 6 6


Totals 1,735 2,031 2,224 2,389 2,549 2,690 2,880
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
9.4  Irrigation and Livestock Water Demand 
Gonzales County is the number four county in the State of Texas in agricultural receipts.  The need for 
water is currently expanding at a rapid pace due to expansion in the poultry industry.  The projected 
irrigation and livestock water usage combined, in 2000, accounted for approximately 54 percent of the 
District’s total water demand.  TWDB projections, however, show irrigation demand is projected to 
decrease by 1,626 acre-feet/year in 2,060.  Livestock use is projected to grow only 232 acre-feet/year by 
2060. 


Table 13 
Irrigation Water Demand 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


County D2000 
ac-ft/yr 


D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 2,060 1,102 950 819 705 608 525
Caldwell 218 231 205 181 161 143 127
Totals 2,278 1,333 1,155 1,000 866 751 652


Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
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The GCUWCD compared the authorized and permitted irrigation well data compiled by the District to the 
projected irrigation water demand estimates derived from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, 
Regional Water Planning Group estimates.  The current GCUWCD data shows approximately 10,187 
acre-feet per year authorized or permitted in the District compared to the 2,278 acre-feet/year for the year 
2000 in the State Water Plan.  Most of these irrigation wells have been permitted since 2000 
(approximately 8,068 acre-feet/year) indicating that irrigation usage in the District is trending upward 
instead of decreasing as shown in the State Water Plan. 
 
 


Table 14 
Livestock Water Demand 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


County D2000 
ac-ft/yr 


D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 
Livestock 


4,375 4,607 4,607 4,607 4,607 4,607 4,607


Caldwell 
Livestock 


202 202 202 202 202 202 202


Totals 4,577 4,809 4,809 4,809 4,809 4,809 4,809
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
 
9.5  Mining Water Demand 
Projected mining water usage, in 2000, accounted for approximately 0.2 percent of the District’s total 
water demand.  Mining demand is projected to remain fairly steady through 2060. 


 
 


Table 15 
Mining Water Demand 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


County D2000 
ac-ft/yr 


D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 28 24 23 22 21 21 21
Caldwell 3 3 3 4 4 4 4


Totals 31 27 26 26 25 25 25
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
 
9.6  Total Water Demand 
GCUWCD is estimated to have an overall projected increase of approximately 13 percent in water 
demand from 2000 to 2060.  Gonzales County is projected to have an overall increase in demand of 1,146 
acre-feet/year from 2000 to 2060.  Caldwell County is projected to have an overall increase in demand of 
439 acre-feet/year from 2000 to 2060. 
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Table 16 


Total Water Demand 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


 
County D2000 


ac-ft/yr 
D2010 
ac-ft/yr 


D2020 
ac-ft/yr 


D2030 
ac-ft/yr 


D2040 
ac-ft/yr 


D2050 
ac-ft/yr 


D2060 
ac-ft/yr 


Gonzales 11,952 11,878 12,312 12,646 12,908 13,013 13,098
Caldwell 718 832 906 965 1,029 1,094 1,157


Totals 12,670 12,710 13,218 13,611 13,937 14,107 14,255
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
Figure 5 below shows the contributions of each water use category to the total projected demands for the 
GCUWCD from 2000 to 2060. 


 
 


Figure 5 
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Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
 
10.0 CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTED STATE WATER PLAN 
 
The projected water needs/surplus data provided in the 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water 
Planning Group Database indicates that the GCUWCD faces water needs in both Gonzales and Caldwell 
Counties as shown in Table 17 below. 
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Table 17 


Water Needs/Surplus Data 
Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


 
WUG County 2010 


ac-ft/year
2020 


ac-ft/year
2030 


ac-ft/year
2040 


ac-ft/year 
2050 


ac-ft/year 
2060 


ac-ft/year
Gonzales CO WSC Gonzales 0 0 -46 -166 -197 -184
Aqua WSC Caldwell -49 -121 -178 -240 -300 -362
Gonzales CO WSC Caldwell 2 -14 -29 -43 -57 -71
Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
Water management strategies were identified for several water user groups (WUGs) in the GCUWCD.  
The water management strategies included both conservation measures as well as temporary overdraft of 
the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer as indicated in Table 18 below. 
 


Table 18 
Water Management Strategies 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
 


WUG County Water Management 
Strategy 


2010 
ac-


ft/year


2020 
ac-


ft/year 


2030 
ac-


ft/year


2040 
ac-


ft/year 


2050 
ac-


ft/year


2060 
ac-


ft/year 
Gonzales 
CO WSC 


Gonzales Municipal Water 
Conservation 


103 225 364 499 618 721


Gonzales 
CO WSC 


Gonzales Local Carrizo-Wilcox 
Temporary Overdraft 


0 464 464 464 464 464


Gonzales Gonzales Municipal Water 
Conservation 


116 245 325 353 381 414


Nixon Gonzales Municipal Water 
Conservation 


35 64 72 75 83 93


Waelder Gonzales Municipal Water 
Conservation 


0 0 0 3 7 11


County 
Other 


Gonzales Municipal Water 
Conservation 


6 7 5 0 0 3


Aqua WSC Caldwell Municipal Water 
Conservation 


0 0 0 0 6 19


Aqua WSC Caldwell Local Carrizo-Wilcox 
Temporary Overdraft 


536 536 536 536 536 536


Gonzales 
CO WSC 


Caldwell Municipal Water 
Conservation 


40 87 141 194 240 281


Gonzales 
CO WSC 


Caldwell Local Carrizo-Wilcox 
Temporary Overdraft 


0 181 181 181 181 181


Data from the TWDB 2007 State Water Plan, Volume 3, Regional Water Planning Group 
 
Water management strategies are specific plans to increase water supply or maximize existing supply to 
meet a specific need.  Municipal water conservation strategies focus on reducing residential, commercial, 
and institutional water use through a variety of social or technological approaches.  Local Carrizo-Wilcox 
temporary overdraft strategies involve temporarily over-drafting the aquifer during drought conditions to 
supplement water supplies. 
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In the adopted 2007 State Water Plan, the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group 
(SCTRWPG) recommended several proposed groundwater projects in the District.  These projects include 
the Regional Carrizo for Bexar County Supply project, Expansion of the Schertz-Seguin Local 
Government Corporations Capacity, the Canyon Regional Water Authority Wells Ranch Project, and the 
Hays/Caldwell Carrizo Project.  The GCUWCD has rules and a management plan that need to be 
considered in project planning. When these projects were evaluated in conformance with the existing 
rules and management plan of the District, part of the supply developed by these projects exceeds the 
District’s drawdown limitations.  In addition, predictive groundwater simulations for the purpose of 
evaluating cumulative effects were performed at the direction of the SCTRWPG.  The resulting 
drawdown in each of the project well fields exceeded the 100 foot drawdown limitation in the Carrizo 
aquifer as stated in the rules of the District.  The total amount of water proposed in these projects exceeds 
the drawdown limitations of the District.  These projects do not cause the GCUWCD management plan to 
be in conflict with the South Central Regional Water Plan. 
 
The District has used supply and demand projections from the 2007 State Water Plan.  The District has 
considered the water supply needs and water management strategies included in the adopted State Plan, as 
required by TWC, Section 36.1071(e)(4).  Therefore the District believes this plan is consistent with the 
most recent approved Regional Planning Group and State Water Plan strategies. 
 
 
11.0 MANAGEMENT OF GROUNDWATER RESOURCES  
 
GCUWCD will manage groundwater resources consistent with the intent and purpose of the District to 
conserve, preserve, protect and prevent waste of groundwater resources so that the economy of the areas 
within the District will be ensured of growth for future generations.  Details of how the District will 
manage groundwater supplies, as required by 31 TAC 356.5(a)(6), as well as the actions, procedures, 
performance and avoidance necessary to effectuate the management plan, including specifications and the 
proposed rules, as required by 31 TAC 356.5(a)(4), are presented below. 
 
11.1  Regulatory Action Plan 
Pursuant to Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code, the District has adopted rules limiting groundwater 
production based on tract size and the spacing of wells, to provide for conserving, preserving, protecting, 
preventing degradation of water quality and to prevent the waste of groundwater. This District will 
enforce the rules of the District to meet the goals of regulating the production of groundwater within the 
District.  These rules will govern the permitting of wells to be drilled and the production of water from 
permitted wells.  The rules shall be adhered to and shall be based on the best technical evidence available.  
Copies of the District’s Rules and the Management Plan shall be available at the District’s office at no 
charge to residents of the District. 
 
11.2  Permits and Enforcement 
The District may deny permits or limit groundwater withdrawals following the guidelines stated in the 
rules of the District and this plan.  In determining whether to issue a permit or limit groundwater 
withdrawal, the District will consider the public benefit against individual hardship after considering all 
appropriate testimony and all relevant factors.  
 
In carrying out its purpose, the District may require the reduction of groundwater withdrawal to amounts 
that will not cause the water table or artesian pressure to drop to a level that would cause harm to the 
aquifer or exceed the specified drawdown limitations.  To achieve this purpose the District may, on its 
discretion and based on information obtained through its monitoring procedures, amend or revoke any 
permits after notice and hearing. 
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The District will enforce the terms and conditions of permits and its rules by enjoining the permittee in a 
court of competent jurisdiction as provided for in Chapter 36.102 of the Texas Water Code. 
 
11.3  Exempt Wells 
This plan and its accompanying rules shall exempt wells from permits as provided for in Chapter 36.117 
of the Texas Water Code.  The District shall exempt all domestic and livestock wells. 
 
11.4  Permit Fees 
The District will assess reasonable fees for processing a permit to drill a test hole, for processing drilling 
and production permits, for processing transportation permits, and for processing permits to rework, re-
equip, or alter a water well.  There shall be no charge of any kind for recording the location of an existing 
well with the District.  
 
11.5  Equity and Discretion 
The District shall treat all citizens and entities of the District with equality.  Upon applying for a permit to 
drill a water well or a permit to increase the capacity of an existing well, the Board of Directors shall take 
into consideration all circumstances concerning the applicant’s situation.  The Board may grant an 
exception to the rules of the District when granting permits to prevent hardship or economic loss, also 
taking into consideration hydrological, physical or geophysical characteristics.  Therefore, temporary 
exceptions to the general rule for a specific area may be necessary if an economic hardship will be created 
that is significantly greater for one person than for others in the District.  In considering the granting of an 
exception, the Board will factor any adverse impact on adjacent landowners.  The exercising of discretion 
by the Board shall not be construed so as to limit the power of the Board. 
 
11.6  Spacing Requirements                 
No permitted well shall be drilled such that said well shall be located closer than five hundred (500) feet 
to the property line.  Spacing of new wells from an existing well shall be in accordance with the 
classifications as set forth in the rules of the District. 
 
11.7  Production Ratios 
The District may adopt rules to regulate groundwater withdrawals by means of production limits.  The 
District may deny a well permit or limit groundwater withdrawals in accordance with guidelines stated in 
the rules of the District.  In making a determination to deny a permit or reduce the amount of groundwater 
withdrawals authorized in an existing permit, the District may weigh the public benefit in managing the 
aquifer to be derived from denial of a groundwater withdrawal permit or the reduction of the amount of 
authorized groundwater withdrawals against the individual hardship imposed by the permit denial or 
authorization reduction. 
 
The number of acres of land and the population of any incorporated city that are within the Certificate of 
Convenience and Necessity (CCN) of a public or private water utility may be taken into consideration 
when granting a permit to produce water providing that the proposed well is within the city limits of that 
city. 
 
11.8  Cooperation and Coordination                               
Public cooperation is essential for this plan to accomplish its objectives.  The District will work with the 
public and local and state government to achieve the goals set forth in this plan.  The District will 
coordinate activities with all public water suppliers, private water suppliers, industrial users and 
agricultural users to help them conserve groundwater.  The Guadalupe Blanco River Authority is the local 
entity regulating all surface water in the District and the District will work closely with this agency to 
achieve our mutual water related goals.  The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is the agency 
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charged with protecting the state’s water resources, and the Texas Water Development Board is the 
agency responsible for water resources planning and promotion of water conservation practices.  The 
District will continue to work with both of these agencies to conserve, preserve and protect water 
resources and to prevent waste as outlined in this plan. 
 
11.9  Subsidence 
 Subsidence is not a factor with the aquifers managed by this District. 
 
11.10  Transportation of Water From the District  
In accordance with Chapter 36.122 of the Texas Water Code, if the proposed use of a water well or wells 
is for transportation of water outside the District additional information shall be required and a 
transportation permit must be obtained from the Board before operating a transportation facility.  The 
District may, every five years, in considering renewal of a transportation permit, review the amount of 
water that may be transferred out of the District.  At any time during the term of a transportation permit, 
the District may revise or revoke the permit if the use of water unreasonably affects existing groundwater 
and surface water resources or existing Permit Holders. 
 
11.11  Groundwater Protection 
Section 26.401 of the Texas Water Code states that: “In order to safeguard present and future 
groundwater supplies, usable and potential usable groundwater must be protected and maintained.”   
 
Groundwater contamination may result from many sources, including current and past oil and gas 
production, agricultural activities, industrial and manufacturing processes, commercial and business 
endeavors, domestic activities and natural sources that may be influenced by or may result from human 
activities.  The District shall take appropriate measures to monitor activities that are either causing, or 
have the potential threat to cause groundwater contamination.  Due to permeability of aquifer outcrops 
and recharge zones, there is a greater threat of groundwater contamination from surface pollution in 
recharge and outcrop regions, and the District will monitor those areas more closely. 
 
11.12  Drought Management 
Drought is a condition that plagues the GCUWCD periodically.  The Board of Directors of the District are 
very concerned that water will be available for the needs of the citizens during times of drought.  The 
General Manager of the District will update the Board at every monthly meeting on drought conditions in 
the District.  The General Manager shall report the Palmer Drought Severity Index to the Board during the 
manager’s report for the month.  The Board of Directors shall instruct the General Manager of the 
appropriate actions to be taken upon notification of moderate to severe drought.  The possible actions to 
be taken may include public service announcements on the radio, newspaper articles on conditions of the 
aquifer, water conservation information and notices to municipal suppliers to implement their drought 
plan. 
 
11.13  Technical Research and Studies 
The District, in cooperation with the Texas Water Development Board and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, shall conduct studies to monitor the water level in the Sparta, Queen City, 
Carrizo, and Wilcox aquifers to determine if there is any danger of damaging these aquifers due to over 
production.  The District shall also establish monitoring wells through out the District to determine if any 
degradation of water quality is occurring.  The District is currently cooperating with the Texas Water 
Development Board with its monitoring of the Wilcox, Carrizo, Queen City, Sparta and other minor 
aquifers. 
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11.14  Groundwater Recharge  
The GCUWCD is prohibited from engaging in any groundwater recharge enhancement projects at this 
time by order of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission number 101692-DO4. 
     
11.15  Public Information           
A well informed public is vital to the proper operation of a groundwater District.  The District will keep 
the citizens of the District informed by means of timely newspaper articles and public service radio 
announcements.  As part of the public information program the directors of the District and the District 
manager will make presentations to any public gathering, as requested, in order to keep the citizens 
informed about District activities and to promote proper use of available groundwater.  The District has 
an ongoing program to assist teachers at public schools with the education of children on issues of 
groundwater conservation and the hydrology of our area. 
 
11.16  Conservation and Natural Resource Issues         
Water is the most precious natural resource on Earth.  The District shall promote conservation as a way of 
life in order to conserve fresh water for future generations.  The District shall require wells in areas that 
are in danger of over producing groundwater and damaging the aquifers to restrict production by means of 
production permits and metering of the amount of water produced.  The District will work with water 
utilities, agricultural and industrial users to promote the efficient use of water so that we may conserve 
water.  The District will keep abreast of developments in water conservation and update its requirements 
as needed.  The District shall, upon request, provide information on wells and water levels to the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service in order to develop waste management plans for the poultry producers.  
 
Abandoned oil wells pose the greatest threat to the aquifers of the District.  District personnel will 
monitor oilfield activity and notify the public that they may report abandoned oil wells and other 
problems associated with oil production to the District. 
 
 
12.0 METHODOLOGY FOR TRACKING DISTRICT PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING 
MANAGEMENT GOALS 
 
The District manager will prepare and present an annual report to the Board of Directors on District 
performance in regards to achieving management goals and objectives.  The presentation report will occur 
in January.  The report will include the number of instances in which each of the activities specified in the 
District’s management objectives was engaged in during the fiscal year.  Each activity will be referenced 
to the estimated expenditure of staff time and budget in accomplishment of the activity.  The notations of 
activity frequency, staff time, and budget will be referenced to the appropriate performance standard for 
each management objective describing the activity, so that the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
District’s operations may be evaluated.  The Board will maintain the report on file for public inspection at 
the District’s offices upon adoption.  This methodology will apply to all management goals contained 
within this plan. 
 
 
13.0 GOALS, MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND 
METHODOLOGY FOR TRACKING PROGRESS 
 
The District’s management goals, objectives, performance standards, and methodology for tracking 
progress, as specified in 31 TAC 356.5 are addressed below. 
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13.1  Plan Elements Required by State Law and Rule 
  


Providing the Most Efficient Use of Groundwater  
31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(A) 


 
The District’s goal is to provide for the most efficient use of the groundwater resources of the GCUWCD.                          
 
Management Objective 1: The District will register at least 20 exempt wells annually and will compile 
100 percent of the data in a database within 30 working days. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of exempt wells registered annually, the percentage 
of exempt wells that were entered into the database, and the number of days before the data was 
entered. 


 
 Management Objective 2: The District will measure water levels in 20 wells three times a year in 
western Gonzales County within the same 60 day period and will compile 100 percent of the water level 
data into a database within 30 working days. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of wells measured, the percent of collected water 
level data that was entered into the database, and the number of days before the data was entered. 


 
Management Objective 3: The District will measure water levels in 20 wells three times a year in 
eastern Gonzales County within the same 60 day period and will compile 100 percent of the water level 
data into a database within 30 working days. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of wells measured, the percent of collected water 
level data that was entered into the database, and the number of days before the data was entered. 


 
Management Objective 4: The District will meet with the cities of Gonzales, Nixon, Smiley and 
Waelder, at least once a year, to inform the cities on water availability for economic development.  The 
District will provide input on 100 percent of requests for information within 30 days of the request. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with each city.  Record number of 
requests for information from each city, the number of responses to each city, and the number of 
days required to respond to each request for information. 


 
Management Objective 5: The District will attend all Groundwater Management Area (GMA) 13 
meetings annually.  The District will provide input on 100 percent of the requests for information within 
30 days. 
 


Performance: Record the number of GMA meetings posted annually, the number of GMA 13 
meetings attended annually, the number of requests for information made by GMA 13, the 
number of responses to requests for information by GMA 13, the number of days required for 
each response to GMA 13 requests for information. 


 
Management Objective 6: The District will meet with the Gonzales Area Development Corporation 
(GADC), at least once a year, to inform the GADC on water availability for economic development.  The 
District will provide input on 100 percent of requests for information within 30 days of the request. 
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Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with the GADC.  Record the number of 
requests for information from the GADC, the number of responses given to the GADC, and the 
number of days required to respond to each request for information. 
 


Management Objective 7: The District will gather water production data from at least 4 public water 
suppliers annually and will compile 100 percent of these figures into a database of groundwater usage 
within 30 working days of receipt in order to better project the needs of the District. 
 


Performance: Record the number of public suppliers from which water production data was 
collected annually, the percent of collected water production data that was entered into the 
database, and the number of days before the data was entered. 


 
Management Objective 8: The District will gather water production data from at least 10 irrigation wells 
and 5 livestock production facilities annually and will compile 100 percent of these figures into a database 
of groundwater usage within 30 working days of receipt in order to project future water use. 
 


Performance:  Record the number of irrigation wells and number livestock production facilities 
from which water production data was collected annually, the percent of collected water 
production data that was entered into the database, and the number of days before the data was 
entered. 


 
Controlling and Preventing Waste of Groundwater  


31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(B) 
 


The District believes that preventing the contamination of groundwater is the single most important waste 
prevention activity it can undertake.  The District will proactively prevent and control waste of District 
groundwater through a focused monitoring program. 
 
Management Objective 1:  The District will collect samples for water quality data in 20 wells annually 
at locations throughout the District during the same period every year and will compile 100 percent of this 
data into a water quality database within 30 working days of receipt.  In selecting wells the District will 
emphasize the wells at or near the zone of bad water or potential pollution sources based on best available 
data.   
 


Performance: Record the date and number of wells sampled annually, the location of the wells 
sampled, the percent of water quality data that was entered into the database, and the number of 
days before the data was entered. 


 
Management Objective 2:  The District will monitor new facilities and activities on the recharge zones 
of the Carrizo/Wilcox, Queen City and Sparta aquifers on at least an annual basis for point source and 
non-point source pollution and compile 100 percent of this data into a pollution database within 30 
working days from completion of the survey. 
 


Performance: Record the date and results of visual survey of all recharge zones for point source 
and nonpoint source activities and facilities, the percent of available information that was entered 
into the database, and the number of days before the data was entered. 


 
Management Objective 3: The District will meet with the Railroad Commission at least once annually 
and coordinate its efforts with this agency in locating abandoned or deteriorated oil wells.  The District 
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will act on local complaints of abandoned or deteriorated oil wells within 30 days and compile 100 
percent of the complaints and resulting District action in a database.   
 


Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with the Railroad Commission annually.  
Record the date and number of complaints filed with the District annually, the time required to 
respond to each complaint, and the percentage of complaints entered into the database. 


 
Controlling and Preventing Subsidence 


31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(C) 
 


Due to a rigid geologic framework subsidence is not an issue within the GCUWCD.  Therefore, the 
management goal is not applicable.  
 


Conjunctive Surface Water Management 
31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(D) 


 
The District’s goal is to maximize the efficient use of groundwater and surface water for the benefit of the 
residents of the District. 
 
Management Objective 1: The District will meet with the staff of the Guadalupe Blanco River 
Authority, at least once a year, to share information updates about conjunctive use potential. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with GBRA representatives annually. 
 
Management Objective 2: The District will attend at least one Regional Water Planning Group meeting 
annually to share information updates about conjunctive use potential. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with the Regional Water Planning Group 
annually. 


 
Addressing Natural Resource Issues 


31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(E) 
 


The District’s goal is to protect the Natural Resources of the GCUWCD. 
 
Management Objective 1: The District will meet with Natural Resources Conservation Service 
representatives to exchange information on wells and water levels at least once annually. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service representatives annually. 


 
Management Objective 2: The District will meet with the local Texas Railroad Commission engineering 
technician at least once annually to review oil well permits and oil related activity that could endanger the 
aquifers. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of meetings with the Railroad Commission 
engineering technician annually. 
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Addressing Drought Conditions 
31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(F) 


 
The District’s goal is to provide information and coordinate an appropriate response with local water 
users and water managers regarding the existence of extreme drought events in the District. 
 
Management Objective: The General Manager will access the National Weather Service – Climate 
Prediction Center website (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/monitoring_and_data/drought.shtml)            
monthly to determine the Palmer Drought Severity Index and will submit a report to the Board of 
Directors monthly.  The District will, 100 percent of the time when under extreme drought conditions, as 
defined by the Palmer Drought Severity Index, provide information to and coordinate with local water 
users and water managers regarding drought response activities.  
 


Performance: Record the date and number of monthly reports made to the District Board of 
Directors.  Record the date and number of times when the District was under extreme drought 
conditions and the number of times letters were sent to public water suppliers. 


 
Addressing Conservation, Recharge Enhancement, Rainwater Harvesting, Precipitation 


Enhancement, Brush Control 
31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(G) 


 
The District believes that the most efficient and effective ways to facilitate conservation within the 
District are through sound data collection, dissemination, and the distribution of public information about 
the groundwater resources in the GCUWCD, its current use and more effective ways to use it. 
 
Management Objective 1: The District will publish an information article in a publication of wide 
circulation in the District, at least annually, describing conservation measures that can be taken by water 
users within the District.  
 


Performance: Record date and number of conservation articles published annually. 
 
Management Objective 2: The District will publish an information article in a publication of wide 
circulation in the District, at least annually, describing recharge enhancement measures.  
 


Performance: Record date and number of recharge enhancement articles published annually. 
 
Management Objective 3: The District will publish an information article in a publication of wide 
circulation in the District, at least annually, describing rainwater harvesting measures that can be taken by 
water users within the District.  
 


Performance: Record date and number of rain water harvesting articles published annually. 
 
Management Objective 4: The District will publish an information article in a publication of wide 
circulation in the District, at least annually, describing current precipitation enhancement measures.  
 


Performance: Record date and number of precipitation enhancement articles published annually. 
 
Management Objective 5: The District will publish an information article in a publication of wide 
circulation in the District, at least annually, describing brush control measures that can be used by 
landowners within the District.  



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/monitoring_and_data/drought.shtml
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Performance: Record date and number of brush control articles published annually. 
 


Addressing the Desired Future Conditions of the Groundwater Resources 
31 TAC 356.5(a)(1)(H) 


 
This category of the management plan goal is not applicable to the District because the Desired Future 
Condition of the groundwater resources has not been defined. 
 
13.2  Plan Elements Developed at the Discretion of the District 
 


Transportation of Water from the District 
 
The District will seek an accurate accounting of water transported from the District to users outside its 
boundaries. 
 
Management Objective: The District will obtain monthly usage reports from individuals or entities that 
transport groundwater out of the District and will compile 100 percent of this data into a database within 
30 working days of receipt. 
 


Performance: Record the date and number of usage reports received from each individual or 
entity that transports groundwater out of the District, the percent of usage data that was entered 
into the database each month, and the number of days before the data was entered each month. 
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'. - ' . THE STATE OF -~~XAS 


TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE Cd~§~v~w~~lQ;ijg and correct copy of a 


AN ORDER 


~---=0-"" Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission document 
" ich is filed in the permanent records of the Commissbn. 


Given under my hal'ld and the seal of office on 


NOV 19 1993 


~tZV'p.,~....-.tF 
approving the petition fo~oM~t'1!t'JH· Chief Cl_eFK£' 
of Gonzales County Under~~t~{!~rce 
Conservation District; ICC~rva]i~~ 


On October 27, 1993, the Texas Natural Resource Conservation 


Commission (Commission) considered the petition for creation of 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (District) 


pursuant to Chapter 52 of the Texas Water Code. Carol Wood, 


Attorney, a Commission Hearings Examiner, presented the petition to 


the Commission with a Proposal for·Decision after Deborah Thomas, 


Attorney, another Commission Hearings Examiner, held a preliminary 


hearing on the matter in Gonzales, Texas, on April 14, 1993, and 


Ms. Wood conducted an evidentiary public hearing in Austin, Texas, 


on July 6, 1993. 


The Hearings Examiner designated the following as parties to 


the proceeding: the petitioners, the Executive Director of the 


Texas Water Commission, the Commission's Public Interest Counsel, 


the City of Gonzales, Sue c. Ortman, Thomas R. Semmes, Yates Semmes 


Land and Cattle Company, Gonzales County Water Supply Corporation, 


Clifton D. Janota, Kent Knox, W. R. Low, the Independent 


Cattlemen's Association, and W. Wayne Spahn. 


After considering the Hearings Examiner's Proposal for 


Decision and the evidence and arguments presented, the Texas 


Natural Resource Conservation Commission mak~s the following 


Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law: 







. ' 


FINDINGS OF FACT 


1. On October 16, 1992, a petition for the creation of Gonzales 


County Underground Water Conservation District was filed with 


the Texas Water Commission, predecessor agency of the Texas 


Natu£al Resource Conservation Commission, in accordance with 


Chapter 52 of the Texas Water Code. 


a. The petition was signed by at least 50 landowners within 


the proposed District. 


b. The name of the proposed district was included. 


c. The area and boundaries of the proposed district, as well 


as a map generally outlining the boundaries of the 


proposed district, was inriluded. 


d. The petition included the purposes of the District. 


e. The petition included a statement of the general nature 


of projects proposed to be undertaken by the District. 


2. A. public hearing on the petition for creation of Gonzales 


County Underground Water Conservation District was held in 


Gonzales, Texas, on April 14, 1993, and in Austin, Texas, on 


July 6, 1993. 


3. Proper notice of the hearing was given pursuant to 


Section 52.032 of the Texas Water Code and Section 13(a) of 


the Administrative Procedure and Texas Register Act, TEX. REV. 


CIV. STAT. ANN. art. 6252-13a (Vernon Supp. 1993). 


a. Notice of the hearing included a statement of the nature 


and purpose of the proposed District, and the date, time, 


and place of hearing. ) 
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b. Notice of the hearing was posted on March 9, 1993, on the 


bulletin board used for posting legal notices in each 


county in which all or a part of the proposed District is 


to be located. 


c. Notice of the hearing was published on March 12 and 


March 19, 1993, in The Gonzales Inquirer, a newspaper 


generally circulated in Gonzales County 1 Texas 1 the 


county in which the District is proposed to be located. 


d. Notice of the hearing was mailed by the Chief Clerk of 


the Texas Water Commission on February 16, 1993, to each 


statutory party; to every city in whose extraterritorial 


jurisdiction any portion 6f the District is proposed to 


be located; and to the Commissioners Courts of any county 


in which all or part of the proposed District is proposed 


to be located. 


4. All appropriate and necessary deposits and fees associated 


with the filing of the petition for creation of the District 


have been paid. 


5. The affidavits of five proposed temporary directors of the 


proposed District have been received by the Texas Natural 


Resource Conservation Commission. 


directors are the following: 


Lawrence Walshak 
Ralph Mason 
John L. Cook 
Steve Ehrig 
Greg Tieken 
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The proposed temporary 


j 







. . 


6. Each of the persons named in Finding of Fact No. 5 is 


qualified to serve as temporary director of the District as 


each (a) is over the age of 18 years, (b) is a resident of the 


State of Texas, (c) owns land subject to taxation within the 


District, and (d) has completed and filed with the Texas 


Natural Resource Conservation Commission an application for 


consideration of appointment as temporary director in the form 


and substance required by the rules of the Commission. If 


appointed, these temporary directors will serJe until 


permanent directors are elected. 


7. The proposed District will contain approximately 896 square 


miles of land and will generally conform with the boundaries 


of Management Area 3 of the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer in Gonzales 


County, Texas. 


8. The petitioners and the City of Gonzales entered into a 


settlement agreement. The City of Gonzales agreed not to 


oppose the proposed District's seeking a tax cap of $0.05 per 


$100 property valuation and provisions contained in the 


petition relating to the proposed District's power of eminent 


domain. The petitioners agreed the proposed District will 


restrict the use of ad valorem taxes as follows: 


a. The District will not finance any capital addition by use 


of ad valorem property taxes if the capital addition is 


predominantly for the express purpose of the following: 


(1) Buying, selling 1 and transporting water; or 


4 







(2) A recharge project - as long as the water usage in 


the District does not exceed the natural recharge 


of the aquifers. 


b. If the District enters into any agreement or contract for 


the express purpose of providing water to a person, firm, 


or entity, then the contracting person, firm, or entity 


shall pay the direct development, production, and 


operation and maintenance costs of the project. 


c. If the District issues bonds for the sale or transport of 


water, then the District will not pledge any ad valorem 


taxes for the repayment of those bonds. 


d. Ad valorem property taxes·will not be used to directly 


subsidize the sale or transport of water outside the 


District. 


9. The petitioners further agreed the proposed District will not 


assess a use fee to any water utility primarily serving end­


use customers within the District as long as the water usage 


in the District does not exceed the natural recharge of the 


aquifers. However, each water utility will be subject to the 


District's jurisdiction for all other purposes including, but 


not limited to, spacing, permits, and all other rules of the 


District. 


10. Because the proposed District's use of the power of eminent 


domain to acquire property interests is necessary to the 


exercise of the authority conferred by Chapter 52 of the Texas 
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Water Code, restricting the proposed District Is power of 


eminent domain is not in the public interest. 


11. Section 52.023 of the Texas Water Code requires the boundaries 


of a district created under Chapter 52, Subchapter A, to be 


coterminous with or inside the boundaries of a management area 


designated by the Commission. 


12. The discrepancy between the petitioners I proposed District 


boundaries and those of Management Area 3 creates a proposed 


District larger than the Management Area in Gonzales County. 


13. The Queen City and Sparta Aquifers should be included in the 


proposed District. 


14. The proposed District is feasible and practicable. 


a. The proposed tax rate of 2.5 cents per $100 valuation 


will provide the District with an annual budget of 


$100,000. 


b. The proposed District will be able to function properly 


and carry out its proposed programs with an annual budget 


of $100,000. 


15. The proposed District will be a benefit to the land in the 


district. 


a. The District will 


Gonzales County 


protect the underground water in 


by preventing over-pumping and 


contamination by saline water. 


b. The District will be able to control development of the 


aquifers and promote water conservation. 


j 
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c. The proposed District will be a public benefit or utility 


in that it will educate the public about water 


conservation and will preserve the quality and quantity 


of the underground water in Management Area 3. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. The public hearing regarding the petition was held under the 


authority of, and in accordance with, Chapter 52 of the Texas 


Water Code and the applicable provisions of the Texas Natura~ 


Resource Conservation Commission Permanent Rules. 


2. The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission has 


jurisdiction to consider the petition for creation of an 


underground water conservation district and is authorized to 


make Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and to enter 


Orders with respect to the creation of the proposed District. 


3. All statutory and regulatory requirements for the creation of 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District have 


been fulfilled. 


4. The proposed Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 


District is feasible and practicable, will be a benefit to the 


land in the district, and will be a public benefit or utility. 


WHEREAS Chairman John Hall, Commissioner Pam Reed and 


Commissioner Peggy Garner vote unanimously to issue this Order; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION THAT: 


1. The petition for creation of Gonzales County Underground Water 


Conservation District be approved. 
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2. Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District be 


created under the terms and conditions of Chapter 52 of the 


Texas Water Code. 


3. Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District have 


all the rights, powers, privileges, authority, and functions 


conferred by, and be subject to all duties imposed by, the 


Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission and the general 


laws of the State of Texas relating to underground water 


conservation districts. 


4. The boundaries of Gonzales County Underground Water 


Conservation District be coterminous with or inside the 


boundaries of Management Area 3 of the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer 


in Gonzales County, Texas. 


5. Petitioners submit to the Executive Director of the Texas 


Natural Resource Conservation Commission a revised map 


indicating the boundaries of the District are coterminous with 


or inside the boundaries of Management Area 3 of the Carrizo­


Wilcox Aquifer in Gonzales County, Texas. 


6. The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


include the Queen City Aquifer and the Sparta Aquifer, as well 


as the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer. 


7. The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 


comply with the terms of the agreement set forth in Findings 


of Fact Nos. 8 and 9. 


8. The following five persons be named and appointed as temporary 


directors of Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 
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District to serve until their successors are elected or have 


been appointed in accordance with applicable law: 


Lawrence Walshak 
Ralph Mason 
John L. Cook 
Steve Ehrig 
Greg Tieken 


9. The foregoing temporary directors, no later than the 15th day 


after the date the individuals are appointed temporary 


directors, take their oaths of office. 


10. No later than the 30th day after the date all temporary 


directors have been appointed and have qualified, the 


temporary directors meet and order an election to be held 


within the boundaries of the proposed Gonzales County 


Underground Water Conservation District to approve the 


creation of the District and to elect permanent directors. 


11. The Chief Clerk of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation 


Commission forward a copy of this Order to all parties. 


12. If any provision, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Order is 


for any reason held to be invalid, the invalidity of any 


portion shall not affect the validity of the remaining 


portions of the Order. 
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Issue Date: NOV 12 1993 


ATTEST: 


~--- t2. 0~'--"< # 
Gloria A. Vasquez~·Br<Slerk 
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TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
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APPENDIX 3 
 


Public Notice Adopting Management Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 


 


 
 







 
 


 


 


 


 







 
 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 


APPENDIX 4 
 


Certified Mail Receipts From Surface Water 
Management Entities 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
 The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (GCUWCD) was created by 
order of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), formerly the Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission (TNRCC), on November 19, 1993.  GCUWCD serves the areas of Gonzales 
County and the southeast portion of Caldwell County 
 
 These rules are adopted pursuant to the authority of Section 36.101, Texas Water Code, for the 
purpose of conserving, preserving, protecting, and recharging of the groundwater resources of the 
District, and these rules are adopted under the District’s statutory authority to prevent waste and to protect 
rights of owners of interest in groundwater.  These rules are used by the District as a guide in the exercise 
of powers conferred by law and in the accomplishment of the purposes of the law creating the District.  
They may not be construed as a limitation or restriction on the exercise of any discretion, nor may they be 
construed to deprive the District or board of the exercise of any powers, duties or jurisdiction conferred 
by law, nor may they be construed to limit or restrict the amount and the character of data or information 
that may be required to be collected for the proper administration of the law creating the District. 
 
 The rules of the GCUWCD are used to guide, define, and achieve the District’s goals of water 
conservation and pollution prevention in an effort to preserve, protect, and enhance the groundwater 
within the District’s jurisdictional boundaries.   
 
 
2.0 DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
 The definitions contained in the Texas Water Code, Chapter 36, shall apply to these Rules.  The 
following words and terms, when used in these Rules, shall have the following meanings, unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise. 
  
“Abandoned Well” shall mean a well that has not been used for six consecutive months.  A well is 
considered to be in use in the following cases:  (a) a non-deteriorated well which contains the casing, pump, 
and pump column in good condition; or (b) a non-deteriorated well that has been capped. 
  
“Acre-foot” means the amount of water necessary to cover one acre of land to a depth of one-foot, or 
325,851 U.S. gallons of water. 
 
“Authorized Well Site” shall be: 
 


1. The location of a proposed well on an application duly filed until such application is denied, 
canceled, or expires; or 


 
2. The location of a proposed well on a valid permit 


 
“Aquifer” shall mean a geologic formation, group of formations or part of a formation capable of storing 
and yielding water in usable quantities. 
 
“Artesian Pressure” shall mean the pressure in a confined aquifer created by the overlying and underlying 
confining units. 
 
“Artesian Well” shall mean an artificial water well in which the water, when properly cased, will rise by 
natural pressure above the first impervious stratum below the surface of the ground.  
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“Board” shall mean the Board of Directors of the Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 
District.  
  
“Borehole” shall mean a hole in the earth drilled to a depth sufficient to penetrate or endanger water-
bearing sands to pollution. 
 
“Brackish Water” shall mean water containing greater than one thousand (1,000) parts per million total 
dissolved solids. 
 
“Capped Well” shall mean a well that is closed or capped with a covering capable of preventing surface 
pollutants from entering the well and sustaining weight of at least 400 pounds.  A well cap must be 
constructed in such a way that the covering cannot be easily removed by hand. 
 
“Chemigation” shall mean a process whereby pesticides, fertilizers or other chemicals, or effluent from 
animal or human wastes are added to irrigation water applied to land or crops, or both, through an irrigation 
distribution system. 
 
“Commission” shall mean the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 
 
 “Dam” shall mean any barrier across the bottom chord of the pipe which is of sufficient height to back 
water into the low-pressure drain outlet and prevent any flow (check valve seepage) back into the water 
supply. 
 
“Deteriorated Well” shall mean a well, the condition of which will cause, or is likely to cause, pollution 
of any groundwater in the District. 
  
“District” shall mean the Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District, maintaining its 
principal office in Gonzales, Texas.  The District’s headquarters is at 920 Saint Joseph, Room 129, P.O. Box 
1919, Gonzales, Texas 78629, Phone 830-672-1047 where applications, reports and other papers are 
required to be filed or sent to the District.  The District shall also be known by the acronym “GCUWCD”. 
  
“Easy Access” shall mean access is not obstructed by other equipment and the fitting can be removed and 
replaced with a minimum of tools without risk of breakage of the attachment parts. 
 
“Exempt Well” shall mean a well that is exempt from the requirement to obtain a permit from the District 
under Rule 5. 
 
“Flapper” shall mean the clapper, closing, or checking device within the body of the check valve. 
  
“Foreign Substance” shall mean any element or combination of elements in excess of that naturally 
occurring in the groundwater including re-used or re-claimed water, tailwater and may also include 
instances where open-ditch water is treated when a pump discharge pipe is submerged in the ditch. 
 
“General Manager” shall mean the duly appointed General Manager of the District. 
  
“Groundwater” shall mean water percolating below the surface of the earth. 
 
“Groundwater Reservoir” shall mean a specific subsurface water-bearing reservoir having ascertainable 
boundaries containing groundwater. 
 
“Hearing Body” shall mean the Board, any committee of the Board, or a Hearings Examiner at any hearing 
held under the authority of Chapter 36, Texas Water Code. 
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“Hearings Examiner” shall mean a person appointed by the Board of Directors to conduct a hearing or 
other proceedings including but not limited to an administrative law judge employed by the State Office of 
Administrative Hearings. 
  
“Irrigation Distribution System” shall mean a device or combination of devices having a hose, pipe or 
other conduit which connects directly to any water well through which water or a mixture of water and 
chemicals is drawn and applied to land. The term does not include any hand held hose sprayer or other 
similar device which is constructed so that an interruption in water flow automatically prevents any 
backflow to the water source. 
  
“Monitoring Well” shall mean an existing well designated by the District or artificial excavation 
constructed to measure or monitor the water level, water quality or quantity or movement of substances, 
elements, chemicals, or fluids beneath the surface of the ground.  The term shall not include any monitoring 
well which is used in conjunction with the production of oil, gas, or any other minerals. 
 
“Open or Uncovered Well” shall mean an artificial excavation at least 10 feet deep that is dug or drilled 
for the purpose of producing groundwater, or for injection, monitoring, or de-watering, or an oil and gas 
well converted to produce groundwater, and is not capped or covered. 
  
“Owner” shall mean and include any person or other entity, public or private, that has the right to produce 
water from the land either by ownership, contract, lease, easement or any other estate in the land or water.  
 
“Permit” shall mean either an authorization to drill and produce a well, an authorization to transport 
groundwater outside the District’s boundaries, an authorization to install and operate a recharge facility, or 
an authorization to install and operate a brackish water facility. 
  
“Permit Holder” shall mean a person with a well permitted or registered by the District, or person holding 
a District issued transportation permit, or a person holding a recharge facility permit, or a person holding a 
brackish water facility permit. 
 
“Permitted Well” shall mean a well that has received a permit from the District and has remained in 
substantial compliance with the Rules of the District.  A permitted well is considered registered with the 
District. 
 
“Person” shall mean any individual, partnership, corporation, organization, government, government 
subdivision or agency, business trust, estate or any other legal entity or association. 
 
“Plug or Plugging” shall mean an absolute sealing of the well bore so that the well is closed permanently. 
  
“Pollution” shall mean the alteration of the physical, thermal, chemical, or biological quality of, or the 
contamination of, water in the District that renders the water harmful, detrimental, or injurious to humans, 
animal life, vegetation, or property or to public health, safety, or welfare, or impairs the usefulness or the 
public enjoyment of the water for any lawful or reasonable purpose. 
 
“Presiding Officer” shall mean the President of the Board or any other Board Member designated by the 
Board to preside at any hearing or other proceeding or a Hearings Examiner conducting any hearing or other 
proceeding. 
  
“Re-equip” shall mean to replace any portion of the water producing equipment in a well. 
 
“Recharge Well” shall mean a well used to allow or cause water to flow out of the well into the aquifer 
either under a gravity head or a head maintained by an injection pump in order to replenish the groundwater. 
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“Registered Well” shall mean a permitted well or a non-exempt or exempt well that has been registered by 
the District on a form provided by the General Manager.  
 
Registered wells include: 
 


1. Any well in the Sparta, Queen City, Carrizo, or Wilcox Aquifer in existence in the District at the 
time the District’s rules were first adopted and registered with the District by June 1, 2010. 


 
2. Any non-exempt well in the Sparta, Queen City, Carrizo, or Wilcox Aquifer in existence in an 


annexed area at the time of annexation and registered with the District by June 1, 2010. 
 


3. Any exempt well in the Sparta, Queen City, Carrizo, or Wilcox Aquifer drilled after the time the 
District rules were first adopted or after an area was annexed into the District and registered with 
the District by June 1, 2010. 


 
4. Any wells permitted for drilling and production by the District. 
 
5. Any exempt well in the Sparta, Queen City, Carrizo, or Wilcox Aquifer drilled after June 1, 2010 


and registered with the District within sixty (60) days of completion of the well. 
 


“Replacement Well” shall mean a well that is drilled to replace an existing well where (a) the existing well 
that is being replaced is permanently closed; (b) the replacement well is drilled within 250 feet from the 
closed well; and (c) the well will be used to produce the same amount of groundwater and for the same 
purpose of use of the original well. 
 
“Rework” shall mean to accomplish by any mechanical or chemical means the alteration of a well. 
  
“Saturated Thickness” shall mean the vertical distance between the water table and the base of the 
groundwater reservoir, and the pores between the solid particles that are filled with water. 
  
“Specific Yield” shall mean the measurement of the water removed from the aquifer by the force of gravity 
to wells. It is defined as the ratio of the volume of water which an aquifer, after being saturated, will yield 
by gravity to the volume of the aquifer drained.  The ratio is usually expressed as a percentage. 
  
“Transportation Facility” shall mean any system for transporting water, which may include a pipeline, 
channel, ditch, watercourse or other natural or artificial facilities, or any combination of such facilities, if 
such water is produced from a well or wells located or to be located within the District, and if all or any part 
of such water is used or is intended for use outside of the boundaries of the District. 
  
“Underground Water” is used synonymously with groundwater. 
  
“Waste” as defined by Chapter 36 of Texas Water Code means any one or more of the following: 
  


1. Withdrawal of groundwater from a groundwater reservoir at a rate and in an amount that causes 
or threatens to cause intrusion into the reservoir of water unsuitable for agricultural, gardening, 
domestic, or stock raising purposes; 


 
2. The flowing or producing of wells from a groundwater reservoir if the water produced is not 


used for a beneficial purpose; 
 


3. Escape of groundwater from a groundwater reservoir to any other reservoir or geologic strata 
that does not contain groundwater; 
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4. Pollution or harmful alteration of groundwater in a groundwater reservoir by saltwater or by 
other deleterious matter admitted from another stratum or from the surface of the ground; 


 
5. Willfully or negligently causing, suffering, or allowing groundwater to escape into any river, 


creek, natural watercourse, depression, lake, reservoir, drain, sewer, street, highway, road or 
road ditch, or onto any land other than that of the owner of the well unless such discharge is 
authorized by permit, rule, or order issued by the Commission under Chapter 26 of the Texas 
Water Code; 


 
6. Groundwater pumped for irrigation that escapes as irrigation tailwater onto land other than that 


of the owner of the well unless permission has been granted by the occupant of the land 
receiving the discharge; or 


 
7. For water produced from an artesian well “waste” has the meaning assigned by Section 11.205 


of the Texas Water Code. 
  
“Water” is used synonymously with groundwater and underground water. 
  
“Water Rights” shall mean a defined number of surface acres, within each tract of land, which a person has 
acquired the right to capture the groundwater from beneath, subject to the Rules of this District. 
  
“Water Well” shall mean any artificial excavation constructed for the purpose of exploring for or 
producing groundwater. The term, however, shall not include any test or blast holes in quarries or mines, or 
any well or excavation for the purpose of exploring for, or producing oil, gas, or any other minerals unless 
the holes are used to produce groundwater.  The term shall include any injection water source well regulated 
by the Railroad Commission of Texas. 
  
“Well” shall mean a water well, injection well, recharge well, dewatering well or monitoring well.  
 
“Well Field” shall mean two or more permitted wells connected to a common piping or gathering system 
that are operated by one or more persons or entities for delivery to an end use point.  The extent of the well 
field shall be defined as a radial distance of 6,000 feet from the peripheral wells in a well field. 
 
 
3.0 RULES 
 
RULE 1 – PROCEDURES FOR ADOPTION AND REVISION OF DISTRICT RULES AND        


MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
A. Rulemaking 
 
 After notice and hearing, the Board shall adopt and enforce rules to implement Chapter 36 of the 
Texas Water Code, including rules governing procedure before the Board. 
 


1. Not later than the 20th day before the date of a rulemaking hearing, the General Manager or 
Board shall: 


 
a. post notice in a place readily accessible to the public at the District Office; 
 
b. provide notice to the Gonzales and Caldwell County Clerk; 
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c. publish notice in one or more newspapers of general circulation in Gonzales and 
Caldwell County; 


 
d. provide notice by mail, facsimile, or electronic mail to any person who has submitted a 


written request for notice of a rulemaking hearing.; and 
 
e. make available to the public a copy of all proposed rules at the District Office during 


normal business hours. 
 


2. The notice provided must include: 
 


a. the time, date and location of the hearing; 
 
b. a brief explanation of the subject of the rulemaking hearing; and 
 
c. a location at which a copy of the proposed rules may be reviewed or copied. 


 
3. Interested persons are encouraged to submit written comments on the rulemaking to the 


General Manager ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  However, written and oral comments 
will be accepted and considered by the Board at the rulemaking hearing. 


 
4. The presiding officer shall conduct a rulemaking hearing in the manner the presiding officer 


determines to be most appropriate to obtain information and testimony relating to the 
proposed rule as conveniently and expeditiously as possible without prejudicing the rights of 
any person at the hearing.  The presiding officer may hold the record open after the 
conclusion of the hearing to receive additional written comments.  The Board may require 
participants in a rulemaking hearing to submit a registration form stating the person’s name, 
address and representation capacity. 


 
5. The presiding officer shall prepare and keep a record of each rulemaking hearing in the form 


of an audio recording. 
 
6. A person may submit to the General Manager a written request for notice of a rulemaking 


hearing.  A written request for notice of a rulemaking hearing is effective for the remainder of 
the calendar year in which the request is received by the General Manager.  To receive notice 
of a hearing in a later year, a person must submit a new request. 


 
7. Failure to provide notice under Subsection 6 does not invalidate any action taken by the 


District at the hearing. 
 
8. The District may use an informal conference or consultation to obtain the opinions and advice 


of interested persons about contemplated rules and may appoint advisory committees of 
experts, interested persons, or public representatives to advice the District about contemplated 
rules. 


 
9. The Board may adopt emergency rules without prior notice or hearing in accordance with § 


36.1011 of the Texas Water Code. 
 
10. The Board shall have the right to revise or restructure, after due public notice and hearing, any 


portion of these Rules it deems necessary. 
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B. Management Plan 
 


 The above cited procedures are equally applicable to Board consideration of revisions to the 
District’s management plan. 
 
 
RULE 2 – GENERAL RULES 
  
A. Regular Board Meeting 
 
 The Board’s regular monthly meeting is convened the second Tuesday of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
at Gonzales County Commissioner’s Court, unless a different location is noticed in the posted Board 
meeting agenda. 
 
B. General Manager 
 
 The person employed by the Board as General Manager is the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
District and shall have full authority to manage and operate the affairs of the District, subject to Board 
orders.  The General Manager, with approval of the Board, may employ all persons necessary for the proper 
handling and operation of the District and their salaries and compensation will be set by the Board.  The 
Board will determine the salary and review the position of the General Manager each year during the last 
quarter of the fiscal year. 
 
C. Major and Minor Permit Amendments 
 
 A major amendment is an amendment that changes a substantive term, provision, requirement, or 
limiting parameter of a permit.  Major amendments include, but are not limited to, production of a water 
well exceeding that authorized by the permit, transportation of an amount of water exceeding that authorized 
by a permit, or an addition of wells to a permitted transportation facility.  Major amendments require notice 
and hearings applicable to permit applications.  A minor amendment includes any changes to a permit 
issued by the District that will not cause a substantive change to a standard or criterion in the permit.  The 
General Manager is authorized to issue minor amendments to permits without notice or hearing. 
 
D. Computing Time 
 
 In computing any period of time prescribed or allowed by these Rules, by Order of the Board, or by 
any applicable statute, the period shall begin on the day after the act or event of default in question and shall 
conclude on the last day of that period , unless it be a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday on which the 
District office is closed, in which event the period runs until the end of the next day which is neither a 
Saturday, Sunday, nor a legal holiday on which the District office is closed. 
 
E. Time Limit 
 
 Applications, requests, or other papers or documents required or permitted to be filed under these 
Rules or by law must be received for filing at the District Office at Gonzales, Texas, within the time limit, if 
any, for such filing. The date of receipt and not the date of posting is determinative. 
  
F. Show Cause Orders and Complaints 
 
 The Board, either on its own motion or upon receipt of sufficient written protest or complaint, may 
at any time, after due notice to all interested parties, cite any person operating within the District to appear 
before it and require him to show cause why his operating authority or permit should not be suspended, 
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canceled, revoked or otherwise restricted and or limited, for failure to comply with the Rules or Orders of 
the Board or the relevant statutes of the State.   
 
G. Severability and Savings Clause 
 
 If any section, sentence, paragraph, clause, or part of these Rules should be held or declared invalid, 
illegal or unenforceable for any reason by a final judgment of the courts of this state or of the United States, 
such decision or holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of these Rules and these 
Rules shall be construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable rules or provisions had never been 
contained in these Rules. 
 
H. Ownership of Groundwater 
 
 The ownership and rights of the owners of the land and their lessees and assigns in groundwater 
are hereby recognized, and nothing in these rules shall be construed as depriving or divesting the owners 
or their lessees and assigns of the ownership or rights, except as those rights may be limited or altered by 
rules promulgated by the Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District. 
 
 
RULE 3 – WASTE OR POLLUTION 
  
A. Water shall not be produced or used within the District in such a manner or under such conditions 
as to constitute waste as defined in Section 2.0 hereof.  Water shall not be produced or allowed to flow from 
an abandoned or deteriorated well. 
  
B. Any person producing or using underground water shall use every reasonable precaution, in 
accordance with approved methods, to cease and prevent waste of such water. 
  
C. A well identified as an abandoned or deteriorated well, or an open or uncovered well, or a borehole, 
must be plugged, covered, or reworked in accordance with the requirements of the District and any 
statewide agency or political subdivision having jurisdiction including, but not limited, to the Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation, and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 
 
D. No person shall pollute or harmfully alter the character of the groundwater of the District by 
causing or allowing the introduction of pollutants or other deleterious matter from another stratum, from 
the surface of the ground, or from the operation of a well. 
 
E. No person shall pollute or harmfully alter the character of the groundwater of the District by 
activities on the surface of the ground that will cause or allow pollutants to enter the reservoir through 
recharge features, whether natural or manmade. 
 
 
RULE 4 – REGISTRATION OF WELLS 
 
 The District shall designate a unique registration number for each registered well located within the 
District Boundaries.  All registered wells shall be equipped and maintained in accordance with these Rules 
as to drilling, installation of casing, completion, pipe and fittings to prevent the escape of groundwater from 
a groundwater reservoir to any reservoir not containing groundwater and to prevent the pollution or harmful 
alteration of the character of the water in any groundwater reservoir. 
 
 All wells drilled subsequent to December 31, 2001 shall not be considered registered until a 
completed copy of the State of Texas Well Report is received, unless such well is exempt from the State of 







 


9 


Texas Well Report requirement or the well owner can show good cause as to why the well report is not 
available. 
 
A. Non-Exempt Wells 
 
 Non-exempt wells within the District must be registered with the District on forms provided by the 
General Manager in order to receive protection under the District’s spacing and mitigation rules. 
 
B. Exempt Wells 
 
 Even though exempt by law from permitting under Chapter 36.117 of the Texas Water Code and 
amendments thereto, all exempt wells must be registered with the District on a form provided by the 
General Manager in order to receive protection under the District’s spacing and mitigation rules.  All 
agricultural exempt wells, as defined in Rule 5, must be registered with the District on a form provided by 
the General Manager.  The driller of an exempt well shall file the drilling log with the District. 
 
C. Permitted wells 
 
 All permitted wells are considered registered with the District. 
 
D. Monitoring wells and drilling rig supply wells shall be registered with the District. 
 
A copy of the form for Well Registration is available at the District office. 
 
 
RULE 5 – EXEMPTIONS FROM PERMITTING 
 
The following wells are not required to have a permit from the District: 
 
A. A well exempt by law from permitting under Chapter 36.117 of the Texas Water Code which is 
used solely for domestic use or for providing water for livestock or poultry that is either drilled, 
completed, or equipped so that it is incapable of producing more than 25,000 gallons of groundwater per 
day (17.5 gpm). 
 
B. A well used for agriculture purpose (agricultural well) that produces between 28 acre feet (17.5 
gpm) and 161 acre feet (100 gpm) of water per year.  In order to determine if a well is exempt under this 
provision, the District may require the well owner or operator to submit information verifying the amount 
of annual production from the well.  Even though exempt from permitting, an agricultural well must be 
registered with the District and report water usage annually. 
 
C. A well used solely to supply water for a rig that is actively engaged in drilling or exploration 
operations for an oil or gas well permitted by the Railroad Commission of Texas provided that the person 
holding the Railroad Commission permit is responsible for drilling and operating the water well and the 
well is located on the same lease or field associated with the drilling rig.  Water wells drilled after 
September 1, 1997, to supply water for hydrocarbon production must meet the spacing requirements of the 
District unless no space is available within 300 feet of the production well or the central injection station or 
as exempted by § 36.117 of the Texas Water Code. 
 
D. A monitoring well used to monitor groundwater levels or groundwater quality. 
 
E. A well that is exempt under this Rule will lose its exempt status and the well owner or operator 
must obtain a permit to continue operating the well if the well is subsequently used for purposes or in a 
manner that is not stipulated under this Rule. 
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RULE 6 – ANNEXATION INTO DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 
A. Any water wells located in an area annexed into the District's boundaries, and which water wells 
are in existence on March 18, 2008, are exempt from permitting, spacing, and production requirements in 
the District's rules.  A water well must be drilled and cased in conformance with applicable design criteria 
promulgated by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for public supply wells or the Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation for livestock or domestic wells, in effect at the time the well was 
drilled, to be considered an existing water well. 
 
B. Transportation of water outside the District from public water supply wells constructed in 
accordance with TCEQ design criteria, existing on March 18, 2008, located in an area annexed into the 
District's boundaries shall be limited to 5,000 acre feet of water per year in the aggregate.  The District 
shall assess an export fee of 2.5 cents per thousand gallons of water for water transported outside the 
District's boundaries associated with wells existing on March 18, 2008, in area annexed into the District's 
boundaries. 
 
C. All non-exempt wells capable of producing greater than 25,000 gallons per day that are not 
considered livestock, agricultural, or domestic wells existing on March 18, 2008, in an area annexed into 
the District's boundaries shall be registered with the District by June 1, 2010 and the owner of any non-
exempt well(s) capable of producing greater than 25,000 gallons of water per day shall report annually to 
the District the total amount of water withdrawn. 
 
D. An exempt well in existence at the time of annexation must be registered with the District by 
June 1, 2010 in order to receive protection under the District’s spacing and mitigation rules. 
 
E. Any change in use of water from wells in an area annexed into the District's boundaries shall be 
subject to the District's rules. 
 
F. A water well that qualifies for an exemption under this section shall be afforded the same rights 
as any other permitted or registered well in the District. 
 
 
RULE 7 – REQUIREMENTS FOR PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
 
A. Persons who wish to obtain a permit, or other approval from the District, shall submit a written or 
typed application to the District on a form prescribed by the District. 
 
B. The District shall furnish, at no charge, forms and instructions for the preparation of any 
application, or other document, required to be filed by the District.  Supplements may be attached if there 
is insufficient space on the form. 
 
C. Prior to filing an application, applicants are encouraged to confer with District staff on any 
questions concerning the preparation of an application. 
 
 
RULE 8 – APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC USE STATUS   
 
A. Purpose 
 
 The District seeks to manage the groundwater resources in the District and ensure drawdown 
limitations set forth in Rule 18 are not exceeded while protecting existing water wells and historic users to 
the maximum extent practicable. 
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B. Designation of Historic Use Status 
 
 Authorization issued by the District for groundwater withdrawals for a specified amount and type of 
use from a registered non-exempt well, permitted non-exempt well, or registered agricultural exempt well 
existing and operational prior to or on January 1, 2009, shall be designated under a historic use status 
certification and subject to any and all applicable rules, regulations, protection, and requirements set forth by 
the District. 
 
C. Transfer of Historic Use Status 
 
 Historic use status is not a vested right of the permittee or well owner.  The District may transfer a 
historic use status designation upon receiving an administratively complete approved Permit Application 
Form stating a request for a permit amendment specific to a request in Change of Ownership, provided the 
amendment does not change the type or place of use.  Said application shall comply with all appropriate 
District rules and regulations relating to permit amendments relative to change in ownership status. 
 
D. Historical Period 
 
 The historical period is designated as the period between January 1, 2000 and January 1, 2009 and 
use will be determined based on the highest use in any calendar year during this period. 
 
E. Declaration of Historical Use 
 
 Any person who declares historic use in the District shall complete, sign and submit an application 
to the General Manager according to the provisions of this rule by June 30, 2010.  Failure to submit an 
administratively complete application, 30 days after written notice by the General Manager listing the 
application’s deficiencies, shall render the application void.  A Form for Historic Use Declaration will be 
made available by the General Manager.  Each application for Historic Use shall include the following, if 
applicable: 
 


1. The total amount of water from the aquifer that the applicant or his contract user, or prior 
user, withdrew and beneficially used without waste during each calendar year of the historical 
period.  The amount may be based on meter readings, pump size, size of column pipe, meter 
readings from center pivots, electric meter readings from pumps, or any other pertinent 
information establishing water use. 


 
2. The maximum number of acres irrigated during any calendar year of the historical period and 


the type of crops irrigated per acre. 
 
3. The purpose(s) for which the groundwater was used during each year of the historical period. 
 
4. The amount of groundwater the applicant claims as the maximum beneficial use of water 


without waste during any one calendar year of the historical period. 
 
5. The number and location of each well owned by the applicant and for which the applicant 


claims groundwater from the aquifer was withdrawn and placed to beneficial use during the 
historical period. 


 
6. The place and use of groundwater withdrawn from each well. 
 
7. If the groundwater was withdrawn from the well or placed to a beneficial use by a prior user 


or former existing user, then the name, address, and telephone number of each prior user or 
former existing user, the year of withdrawals, purpose of use, place of use and amount of 
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withdrawals, including copies of the legal documents establishing the legal rights of the user 
to withdraw and/or place groundwater from the aquifer to beneficial use. 


 
8. Any facts on which the applicant requests equitable adjustment on the grounds that the 


applicant’s historic use was affected by a requirement of or participation in a federal program. 
 
9. Any other information that the District may require. 


 
F. Groundwater Production Limits 
 
 The District may preserve groundwater use by historic status to the maximum extent practicable 
with respect to its rules limiting groundwater production. 
 
G. Revocation of Historic Use Status 
 
 Historical user status may be revoked by the Board for violation of any terms or conditions of the 
certificate, obtaining the certificate by misrepresentation or failure to disclose relevant facts, or failure to 
comply with any applicable rules, regulations, fee schedule, special provisions, requirements, or orders of 
the District.  A change in use shall invalidate the historic user status certificate. 
 
H. Issuance of Historic Use Designation Certificates 
 
 Applications for Historic Use Designation Certificates will be presented to the Board for 
consideration at a regular Board meeting.  The General Manager may refer an application for Historic Use 
Designation to a Board hearing.   Any Board hearing on a Historic Use Designation is not subject to the 
contested case procedures of Rule 25.  When the Board issues a Historic Use Designation Certificate, the 
Certificate will state the amount of historic use water and the acreage encompassed in the historic use 
designation. 
 
I. Each application for historic use status shall be accompanied by an application fee of one hundred 
dollars ($100.00), by certified check or postal money order only, payable to the District which shall be 
delivered to the District office. 
 
A copy of the form for application for Historic Use Status is available at the District office. 
 
 
RULE 9 – NOTICE OF INTENT TO DRILL TEST WELLS 
 
A. A person wishing to explore for groundwater must, prior to commencement of drilling, file with the 
District a notice of intent to drill a test well. The notice of intent to drill a test well shall include the 
following information: 
 


1. A legal description of the tract upon which the test well is proposed to be drilled. 
 
2. The proposed date for commencing drilling of the test well. 
 
3. The name and address of the driller or contractor. 
 
4. An acknowledgment that the persons responsible for the drilling of the test well will provide 


drilling logs and/or plugging reports to the District upon completion of the test well operation. 
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5. An acknowledgment that the test well will be properly plugged or, if the test well will be 
converted to a water well, the test well will be capped with a covering capable of sustaining a 
weight of at least 400 pounds until the test well is converted to a water well. 


 
6. A declaration of whether the drilling and operation of the test well is restricted to a geophysical 


exploration or will include pumping tests and the short-term production of groundwater for 
testing purposes only. 


 
7. Any other information deemed necessary by the General Manager subject to the approval of the 


Board. 
 


B. No person may commence drilling a test well prior to District approval.  The General Manager is 
delegated approval authority for test wells restricted to geophysical exploration absent pumping tests.  
Authorization to drill a test well which will include pumping tests and the production of groundwater is 
subject to Board approval as an uncontested matter. 
 
C. Each notice of intent to drill a test well shall be accompanied by an application fee of one hundred 
dollars ($100.00), by certified check or postal money order only, payable to the District which shall be 
delivered to the District office. 
 
D. Authorization for drilling and production evaluation of a test well will expire one (1) year from the 
date of approval by either the General Manager or the Board. 
 
A copy of the form for an application for a Notice of Intent to Drill a Test Well is available at the District 
office. 
 
 
RULE 10 – APPLICATION FOR DRILLING AND PRODUCTION PERMITS 
 
A. No person shall begin to drill a well, or perforate an existing well, or increase the size of a well, or a 
pump therein, or produce groundwater from a well so that the well could reasonably be expected to produce 
in excess of 25,000 gallons of water per day, without having first applied to the District and received a 
permit or a permit amendment to do so, unless the drilling and operation of the well is exempt by law or by 
these Rules.  An applicant may commence the drilling of a well when his application has been approved and 
a permit issued by the District. 
 
B. An application for a well permit or a permit amendment is subject to spacing and production 
limitations relative to any approved or pending well permit or existing registered well. 
  
C. Any person who is required to obtain a drilling and production permit, or who requests an 
amendment or modification of a permit, shall complete, sign and submit an application to the General 
Manager according to the provisions of this rule.  Failure to submit an administratively complete 
application, 30 days after written notice by the General Manager listing the application’s deficiencies, shall 
render the application void. 
  
D. Forms for a drilling and production permit application will be made available by the General 
Manager.  Each application for a permit shall include the following: 
 


1. Name and mailing address of the applicant and the owner of land on which the well will be 
located. 


 
2. If the applicant is other than the owner of the property, documentation establishing the 


applicable authority to construct and operate a well for the proposed use. 
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3. The location of the well expressed in Latitude and Longitude in degrees of arc and minutes of 
arc and seconds of arc to the first decimal place.   


 
4. The current landowner as listed on the tax roles with the Gonzales County Deed Records and 


the number of feet to the nearest public road, property line or other legal description and a 
survey in which the land is located. 


 
5. A statement of the nature and purpose of the proposed use and the amount of water to be used 


for each purpose. 
 
6. The proposed maximum rate at which water will be withdrawn. 
 
7. The number of contiguous surface acres owned by the applicant or the amount of contiguous 


surface acres for which the applicant has groundwater rights. 
 
8. The name and address of the driller or contractor, if known. 


 
9. The date proposed drilling operations are to commence. 
 
10. The name and address of adjacent property owners as shown on the County Tax Rolls as of the 


date the application is filed. 
 
11. The name and address of all existing and registered and permitted well owners within one-half 


mile of the proposed well as shown in the records of the District.  
 
12. An acknowledgment by the applicant that required information will be furnished to the District 


by the applicant upon completion of the well and prior to production of water therefrom. 
 
13. A drought contingency plan if the application involves a public water system as defined at 30 


Texas Administrative Code § 290.38.  
 
14. A water conservation plan or a declaration that the applicant will comply with the District’s 


management plan. 
 
15. A water well closure plan or a declaration that the applicant will comply with well plugging 


guidelines and report closure to the TCEQ and the District. 
 
16. A map of the property upon which the well is located and an indication of all other wells on 


the property or a map of the city limits of any incorporated city in Gonzales County in which a 
well is proposed to be drilled. 


 
17. Any other additional information deemed necessary by the General Manager. 
 


E. Additional requirements for permit applications from the same producer or producers connected 
or to be connected to a common gathering/transportation piping system capable of producing greater than 
or equal to 3,000 acre-feet of groundwater per calendar year. 


 
1. Include in the application a public-domain numerical groundwater availability model 


accepted by the General Manager of the District.  The model shall demonstrate the effects of 
the proposed groundwater development upon the water table or artesian pressure of the 
Carrizo, Wilcox, Queen City and Sparta aquifers, as applicable, within and outside of the 
proposed well field over a 50 year modeling period.  Applicants subject to this requirement 
shall, prior to submission of the model, contact the General Manager to obtain the District 
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designation of specific data to be included in the model.  The model results will be reviewed 
by a qualified third party selected by the General Manager of the District to assess whether 
the applicant has properly input the specified data required by the General Manager. 


 
The modeling results do not guarantee that the applicant will receive the full permitted 
amount of groundwater over the permit period.  The District will use actual groundwater level 
measurements in the field to assess the effects of pumping on the aquifers. 


 
2. Include in the application a monitoring plan to assess the effects of the project on the 


aquifer(s).  This shall be accomplished by installing a sufficient number of groundwater 
monitoring wells in the permitted aquifer to monitor water levels and water quality around 
the well field.  Applicants subject to this requirement shall, prior to submission of the 
application, contact the General Manager to discuss the number and locations of the 
monitoring wells.  Each monitoring well shall be equipped with an electronic water level 
recording device.  In addition, water quality sampling and analysis may be conducted on any 
monitoring well to assess any changes in water quality that may be attributed to large-scale 
pumping.  Applicants subject to this requirement shall, prior to submission of the application, 
contact the General Manager to obtain the District designation of specific water quality 
sampling data required.  The monitoring plan, at permit issuance, shall be incorporated into a 
binding agreement between the permittee and the District. 


 
3. In order to ensure no unreasonable effects on existing groundwater and surface water 


resources or existing permit holders, the District shall require a mitigation plan, acceptable to 
the General Manager, to be included in the application to mitigate the effects of the drawdown 
of artesian pressure or the level of the water table upon the registered or permitted well owners 
potentially affected by that well or wells.  The mitigation plan, at permit issuance, shall be 
incorporated into a binding agreement between the permittee and the District.  The plan shall 
include but not be limited to: 


 
a. The actions and procedures to be taken by the holder of the drilling and production permit 


in the event that pumping causes the water level in a registered or permitted well to drop to 
an unacceptable level. 
 


b. The actions and procedures to be taken by the holder of the drilling and production permit 
in the event that the pumping from the permitted well causes the water to become 
objectionable or renders the water unusable to a registered or permitted well owner. 


 
c. The actions and procedures to be taken by the holder of the drilling and production permit 


in the event that pumping causes the well casing or equipment to be damaged so that the 
recorded quality or quantity of water cannot be produced by the registered or permitted well 
owner. 


 
d. The plan shall also include measures to be taken in cases where the reduction of artesian 


pressure causes an emergency to arise which may threaten human or animal health safety or 
welfare. 


 
e. The plan shall also contain a specifically enumerated time schedule for the execution of the 


mitigation plan. 
 


All wells in existence as of December 31, 2009 and registered as of June 1, 2010, not including 
wells connected or to be connected to a common gathering/transportation piping system 
capable of producing greater than or equal to 3,000 acre-feet of groundwater per calendar 
year, receive protection under the District’s mitigation rules.  Wells in existence as of 
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December 31, 2009 and registered prior to June 1, 2010 that are not part of the leased or owned 
land in a well field but are located inside a well field producing greater than or equal to 3,000 
acre-feet of groundwater per calendar year shall also be accorded protection under the 
District’s mitigation rules.  The District shall assist in identifying wells that require 
mitigation and ensuring that mitigation is conducted in a timely manner but shall bear no 
costs for mitigation activities. 


 
4. Include in the application:  


 
a. A demonstration that the proposed well field is consistent with the District’s approved 


management plan. 
 


b. A map indicating the proposed area in which the other wells in the proposed well field will 
be drilled. 


 
c. The existing or proposed general route of the pipeline transporting the water. 


 
d. A demonstration that the proposed water to be produced is consistent with the regional 


water plan that has been approved by the TWDB at the time the permit application is 
submitted. 
 


e. The proposed ultimate production of the wells connected to the well field for which a 
permit application has been filed. 


  
F. It shall be considered to be a fraud upon the District and on the adjacent landowners and or owners 
of water rights for any person to knowingly and willfully give erroneous information on a well permit 
application.   


 
G. Each application for a drilling and production permit shall be accompanied by a check, certified 
check or postal money order in the amount of $1.00 per acre/foot proposed to be produced annually payable 
to the District for the permit application processing fee.  This fee is in addition to the fee the applicant paid 
for an application fee pursuant to Rule 9 for a test well to be converted to a permanent well. 
 
A form for an application for a Water Well Drilling and Production Permit is available at the District 
office. 
 
 
RULE 11 – ISSUANCE OF DRILLING AND PRODUCTION PERMITS 
 
A. The General Manager shall provide to the applicant mailed notice of the General Manager’s 
determination of administrative completeness of the application and pursuant to Rule 24.A instructions on 
the publication and mailing procedures of the Notice of Permit Application.  The notice shall reference 
the District’s Rules applicable to permit hearing procedures.  Failure of the applicant to timely comply 
with Rule 24.A may result in the General Manager returning the application as void. 
 
B. Before granting or denying a permit or permit amendment, the District shall consider whether: 
 


1. The application contains all the information required to be submitted to the District in Rule 
10 and is accompanied by the prescribed fees. 


 
2. The permit application is in conformance with the spacing requirements of Rule 18.A and 


production requirements of Rule 18.C. 
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3. The modeling results do not significantly deviate from the production limitations of Rule 18.D 
  
4. The proposed use of water unreasonably affects existing groundwater or surface water 


resources or existing Permit Holders. 
 
5. The proposed use of water is dedicated to a beneficial use. 
 
6. The proposed use of water is consistent with District’s approved water management plan. 
 
7. The applicant has agreed to avoid waste and achieve water conservation. 
 
8. The proposed use of the water will result in significant subsidence. 
 
9. The applicant has agreed that reasonable diligence will be used to protect groundwater quality 


and that the applicant will follow well plugging guidelines at the time of well closure. 
 
C. The Board shall consider the impact of a well field when taking up the matter of an individual 
well permit that is proposed to be part of a well field. 


 
D. After the application for a drilling and production permit has been granted, the well, when drilled, 
must be within fifty feet of the location specified in the application and permit. If the well should be 
commenced or drilled at a different location, the drilling or operation of such well is prohibited and may be 
enjoined by the Board pursuant to Chapter 36.102 Texas Water Code and District Rules. 
 
E. A drilling or production permit may be transferred to another person through change of ownership 
of the well provided all permit conditions remain in compliance with District Rules and the District is 
notified, in advance, of the proposed change in ownership.  The General Manager is authorized to effectuate 
the permit transfer.   
  
F. Permit Terms and Conditions 
 


1. A drilling and production permit may include: 
 


a. The name and address of the person to whom the permit is issued. 
 


b. The location of the well. 
 


c. The date the permit will expire. 
 


d. A statement of the purpose for which the well is to be used. 
 


e. A requirement that the water withdrawn under the permit be put to beneficial use at all 
times. 
 


f. The location of the use of the water from the well. 
 


g. A water well closure plan provision that the permittee will comply with the well plugging 
guidelines and report closure to the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation. 
 


h. The conditions and restrictions on the rate and amount of withdrawal. 
 


i. Any conservation-oriented methods of drilling and operating prescribed by the District. 
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j. A drought contingency plan. 
 


2. Acceptance of the permit by the person to whom it is issued constitutes acknowledgment of and 
agreement to comply with all of the terms, provisions, conditions, limitations, and restrictions 
of these rules including, but not limited to, the following: 


 
a. Permits are granted in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Water Code and the 


Rules, Management Plan and Orders of the District, and acceptance of the permit 
constitutes an acknowledgment and agreement that the permittee will comply with the 
Texas Water Code, the District Rules, Management Plan, Orders of the District Board, and 
all the terms, provisions, conditions, requirements, limitations and restrictions embodied in 
a permit. 
 


b. A permit confers no vested rights in the holder, and it may be revoked or suspended, or its 
terms may be modified or amended pursuant to the provisions of the District’s Rules. 
 


c. The operation of a well for the authorized withdrawal must be conducted in a non-wasteful 
manner.  In the event the groundwater is to be transported a distance greater than one-half 
mile from the well, it must be transported by pipeline to prevent waste caused by 
evaporation and percolation.   


 
d. The permittee must keep records of the amount of groundwater produced and the purpose 


of the production and such records shall be available for inspection by District 
representatives.  Immediate written notice must be given to the District in the event 
production exceeds the quantity authorized by a permit, or the well is either polluted or 
causing pollution of the aquifer.   
 


e. A well site must be accessible to District representatives for inspection, and the permittee 
agrees to fully cooperate in any reasonable inspection of the well and well site by District 
representatives. 
 


f. Applications for which a permit is issued are incorporated in the permit and thus permits 
are granted on the basis of and contingent upon the accuracy of the information supplied in 
the application and any amendments to the application.  A finding that false information 
has been supplied is grounds for immediate revocation of a permit.  In the event of conflict 
between the provisions of a permit and the contents of the application, the provisions of the 
permit shall control.   
 


g. Suspension or revocation of a permit may require immediate cessation of all activities 
granted by the permit. 
 


h. Violation of a permit’s terms, conditions, requirements or special provisions is punishable 
by civil penalties provided by the District’s Rules. 


 
i. Where ever special provisions in a permit are inconsistent with other provisions or District 


Rules, the special provisions prevail. 
 
j. Changes in the withdrawal and use of groundwater during the term of a permit may not be 


made without the prior approval of a permit amendment authorizing the change issued by 
the District. 
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G. Permit Term 
 


1. On approval of an application, the District shall issue a drilling and production permit to an 
applicant.  The permittee’s right to drill and produce shall be limited to the extent and purposes 
stated in the permit.  The permit shall remain valid for a period of five years, at which time a 
new permit may be issued. 


 
2. The permittee must provide the General Manager evidence of the drilling and completion of the 


well within two hundred and forty (240) days from the issuance date of the permit.  Failure of 
the permittee to provide evidence of the drilling and completion of the permitted well within 
this designated time frame will render the permit void and production is strictly prohibited.  
Provided, however, that the Board, for good cause, may extend the time for drilling and 
completion for a period up to one hundred and twenty (120) days.  If an extension is granted 
and the permittee fails to provide the General Manager evidence of drilling and completion 
within the allowable period designated by the Board, the permit is void and production 
therefrom is strictly prohibited. Large capacity well fields permitted to produce greater than or 
equal to 3,000 acre-feet of groundwater per year may be provided special consideration for 
timing of completion of wells. 


 
3. A permittee holding a drilling and production permit due to expire shall file a written request to 


reissue the permit to the General Manager no later than 30 days prior to the expiration date of 
the permit.  The permit shall remain effective until final Board action on the reissue of the 
permit.  Requests to reissue a permit shall be subject to review for substantial compliance with 
the rules of the District by the General Manager. 


 
4. Any permit subject to reissue shall after due consideration and an affirmative vote by the 


Board of directors be reissued for a period of five years in accordance to the rules in effect at 
the time of reissue. 


 
 
RULE 12 – REWORK OR REPLACMENT WELL PERMITS 
  
A. No person shall re-work, re-drill, replace, or re-equip an existing registered non-exempt well that 
increases the rate of production without receiving a permit from the District.  All replacement wells must 
produce from the same water-bearing formation. 
 
B. A replacement well, in order to be considered as such must be drilled in the same water-bearing 
formation and within 250 feet of the existing well to be replaced and not elsewhere.  It must not be located 
toward any other authorized or registered well site unless the new location complies with the spacing 
requirements set out in Rule 18; otherwise, the replacement well shall be considered to be a new well for 
which an application must be made under Rule 10.    
 
 Immediately upon completion of a replacement well, the existing well to be replaced shall be: 
 


1. Plugged and abandoned. 
 
2. Properly equipped in such a manner that it cannot produce more than 25,000 gallons of water 


per day. 
 


C. An application to re-work, re-drill, replace, or re-equip an existing well that increases the rate of 
production but does not raise the well classification, change the original use, or exceed the acreage 
production limitation may be granted by the General Manager without notice or hearing. 
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D. An application to re-work, re-drill, replace, or re-equip an existing well that will result in a higher 
well classification (For example, changed from a “C” classification to a “D” classification as set out in Rule 
18) may be granted by the Board without notice or hearing, provided that: 
 


1. There is no change in the original use. 
 


2. The acreage production limitation is not exceeded. 
 


3. The higher well classification does not violate the spacing requirements based on authorized 
well sites or existing wells. 


 
E. An application to re-work, re-drill, replace, or re-equip an existing well that will result in a higher 
well classification and violates the spacing requirements of Rule 18.A based on authorized well sites or 
existing wells may be granted by the Board after public notice and hearing, provided that: 
 


1. There is no change in the original use. 
 


2. The acreage production limitation is not exceeded. 
 


3. Such a change will not cause unreasonable interference between wells. 
 


4. The affected adjacent property owners indicate in writing that they have no objection to the 
proposed change. 


 
F. A replacement well, upon completion, will retain the seniority of the previously registered well. 
 
 
RULE 13 – RECHARGE FACILITY PERMITS 
  
A Applications shall be made to and permits must be obtained from the Board before installing and/or 
operating a recharge facility.  Applications shall be on forms provided by the District and shall contain the 
information called for in the form.   Failure to submit an administratively complete application, 30 days after 
written notice by the General Manager of the application’s deficiencies, shall render the application void. 


 
 The General Manager shall provide the applicant mailed notice of the General Manager’s 
determination of administrative completeness and pursuant to Rule 24.A instructions on the publication and 
mailing procedures of the Notice of Permit Application.  The notice shall reference the District rules 
applicable to permit hearing procedures.  Failure of the applicant to timely comply with Rule 24.A may 
result in the General Manager returning the application as void. 
 
B. The following information shall be provided in or be submitted with the application: 
 


1. The name and address of the applicant.  
 
2. The name and address of the water right owner or owners of the land upon which the recharge 


facility will be located. 
 
3. The legal description of the exact proposed location of the recharge facility. 
 
4. The time schedule for construction and/or operation of the facility. 
 
5. The names and addresses of the property owners within one-half (1/2) mile of the proposed 


recharge facility location, and the location of any wells on those properties. 
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6. A complete construction and operations plan that will include, but is not limited to, information 
as to: 


 
a. A technical description of the facility to be used for recharge. 
 
b. The source of the water to be recharged. 
 
c. The quality of water to be recharged. 
 
d. The volume of water to be recharged. 
 
e. The rate at which the water will be recharged. 
 
f. The formation into which waters will be recharged. 


   
7. Scientific evidence demonstrating that the proposed operation will not: 


 
a. Endanger the structural characteristics of the formation receiving the recharged water. 
 
b. Cause waste. 


   
8. Any additional information that may be required by the General Manager. 


  
C. The Board, in considering the application for a recharge facility, shall consider: 
 


1. Whether operations of the recharge facility will result in waste. 
 


2. Whether operations of the recharge facility will result in pollution. 
 
3. Whether operations of the recharge facility will result in significant subsidence. 
 
4. Whether the recharge facility will endanger the structural characteristics of the formation  


 
D. The operator of a recharge facility shall be required to keep records and make reports to the District 
as to the operation of the recharge facility.  Reports to the District shall be made on a monthly basis, 
beginning at the time a permit is issued to operate.  Such reports shall include but are not limited to: 
 


1. Volumes of water recharged through the recharge facility. 
 
2. The source of the water recharged through the recharge facility. 


 
3. The quality of the water recharged through the recharge facility. 
 
4. Additional information as may be specifically required by a permit to operate a recharge 


facility. 
   
E. The owner of a recharge facility shall assume and shall be charged with liability for the prevention 
of pollution and waste from such facility as well as, damage to the recharged formation by reason of the 
operations of said facility. 
 
F. The term of a permit for a recharge facility is five (5) years.  If a written request is filed prior to 
permit expiration to reissue the current permit, the permit will remain in effect until Board action on the 
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reissuing of the permit.  Requests to reissue a permit shall be subject to review for substantial compliance 
with the rules of the District. 
 
G. Any permit subject to reissue shall after due consideration and an affirmative vote by the Board 
of Directors be reissued for a period of five years in accordance to the rules in effect at the time of reissue. 
 
H. Recharge wells shall be completed and equipped in such a manner as to protect human life and 
prevent pollution.  The owner of such wells shall assume and shall be charged with full responsibility for the 
prevention of personal injury, property damage, or pollution from such wells or activities. 
 
I. It shall be considered to be a fraud upon the District and on the adjacent landowners and or owners 
of water rights for any person to willfully give erroneous information on a recharge facility permit 
application. 
 
J. An application for a recharge facility permit shall be accompanied by a cashier’s check or postal 
money order in the amount of $1,000 payable to the District for a permit application processing fee. 
 
A form for an application for a recharge Facility Permit is available at the District office. 
 
 
RULE 14 – BRACKISH WATER PERMITS 
 
A. Applications shall be made to and permits must be obtained from the Board before drilling brackish 
water supply wells.  Applications shall be on forms provided by the District and shall contain the 
information called for in the form. 
 
B. The following information shall be provided in or be submitted with the application: 
 


1. The name and address of the applicant;  
 
2. The name and address of the water right owner or owners of the land upon which the brackish 


water wells will be located. 
 
3. The legal description of the exact proposed location of the brackish water wells and treatment 


facility. 
 
4. The time schedule for construction and/or operation of the brackish water wells and treatment 


facility. 
 
5. The names and addresses of the property owners within one-half (1/2) mile of the proposed 


brackish water wells and treatment facility location, and the location of any wells on those 
properties. 


 
6. A complete construction and operations plan that will include, but is not limited to, information 


as to: 
 


 a. A technical description of the facility to be used for brackish water. 
 
b. A disposal plan detailing how and where the concentrated brine reject will be disposed and 


evidence that the plan meets all applicable State laws for brine disposal. 
 
c. Exact coordinates of the proposed production and brine injections well locations. 
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d. Well construction details for both the brackish water production wells and the brine water 
injections wells. 


 
7. Scientific evidence demonstrating the current conditions of the proposed brackish water 


production zone and the overlying fresh water zone and that the proposed operation will not 
have an adverse effect on any fresh groundwater zone, including but not limited to: 


 
a. Electric logs showing an adequate confining layer(s) between the brackish water production 


zone and the overlying fresh water zone. 
 
b. Cross-sections showing the absence of faulting in the proposed brackish water production 


area. 
 
c. Water quality analyses from the brackish water zone and the overlying fresh water zone. 


 
8. A groundwater monitoring plan that will include: 


 
a. The exact coordinates of at least two fresh water monitoring wells – one located within 100 


feet of the production well field and one located within 100 feet of the injection well. 
 
b. Monitoring well construction details. 
 
c. Installation, monitoring, and maintenance of dedicated water level data loggers and specific 


conductivity meters. 
 
d. Conductance of a fluorescent dye tracer study using the production wells and monitoring 


wells to evaluate possible hydrologic communication between the brackish water zone and 
the overlying fresh water zone. 


 
e. Annual water quality sampling for major cations and anions from both the brackish water 


production wells and the monitoring wells. 
 


9. Any additional information that may be required by the General Manager, including but not 
limited to a computer model, acceptable to the District, evidencing drawdown attributable to the 
brackish water well in the subject aquifer over a fifty (50) year time period. 


 
C. The Board, in considering the application for a brackish water well permit, shall consider: 
 


1. Whether the operation of the brackish water well facility will result in waste. 
 
2. Whether the operation of the brackish water well facility will result in pollution. 
 
3. Whether the operation of the brackish water well facility will result in subsidence. 


 
4. Whether the operation of the brackish water well facility will result in degradation of 


groundwater quality; and  
 


5. Any other additional factors set forth in Rule 11. 
 
D. The operator of the brackish water well and treatment facility shall be required to keep records and 
make reports to the District as to the operations of the brackish water well and treatment facility.  Reports to 
the District shall be made on a monthly basis, beginning at the time a permit is issued to operate.  Such 
reports shall include but are not limited to: 
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1. Volumes of brackish water removed from the aquifer. 
 


2. Volumes of concentrated brine reject water. 
 


3. Documentation showing proper disposal of the concentrated brine reject water. 
 


4. Results of a mechanical integrity test of the well, every five years, to ensure there is no 
significant leakage in the casing and there is no significant fluid movement into an underground 
source of drinking water through vertical channels adjacent to the well bore. 


 
5. Results of the annual water quality sampling from both the brackish water production well and 


the monitoring wells. 
 
E. The term of a permit for a brackish water well permit is five (5) years.  If a written request is filed 
prior to permit expiration to reissue the current permit, the permit will remain in effect until Board action on 
the reissuing of the permit.  Requests to reissue a permit shall be subject to review for substantial 
compliance with the rules of the District. 
 
F. Any permit subject to reissue shall after due consideration and an affirmative vote by the Board 
of Directors be reissued for a period of five years in accordance to the rules in effect at the time of reissue. 
 
G. It shall be considered to be a fraud upon the District and on the adjacent landowners and or owners 
of water rights for any person to willfully give erroneous information on a brackish water permit 
application. 
 
H. An application for a brackish water permit shall be accompanied by a cashier’s check or postal 
money order in the amount of $1.00 per acre foot to be transported payable to the District for a permit 
application processing fee. 
 
A form for an application for a Brackish Water Permit is available at the District office. 
 
 
RULE 15 – TRANSPORTATION OF GROUNDWATER FROM THE DISTRICT 
 
A. In accordance with Chapter 36.122 of the Texas Water Code, if the proposed use of a water well or 
wells is for transportation of water outside the District additional information shall be required and a 
transportation permit must be obtained from the Board before operating a transportation facility.  Such 
applications shall be on forms provided by the District and shall be in accordance with and contain the 
information called for in the transportation permit application form.  Failure to submit an administratively 
complete application, 30 days after written notice by the General Manager listing the application’s 
deficiencies, shall render the application void. 
 
 The General Manager shall provide to the applicant mailed notice of the General Manager’s 
determination of administrative completeness of the application and pursuant to Rule 24.A instructions on 
the publication and mailing procedures of the Notice of Permit Application.  The notice shall reference the 
District rules applicable to permit hearing procedures.  Failure of the applicant to timely comply with this 
Rule 24.A may result in the General Manager returning the application as void. 
 
B. Exceptions: 
 


1. A transportation facility permit, as provided for herein, shall not be required if: 
 


a. The transportation of water commenced prior to the November 26, 1997; 
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b. The maximum volume of water to be transported is less than 100,000 gallons per day; and 


c. The registered pumping capacity of the facility on the November 26, 1997 date of these 
rules does not increase. 


 
2. If a transportation facility is excepted from permitting, as provided herein above, a 


registration of such a transportation facility shall be required. 
  
C. The following information will be provided to the General Manager with a registration of an 
existing facility or an application for a permit to transport water: 
 


1. The name and address of the owner and/or operator of the transportation facility. 
 
2. The legal description of the location of the well or wells from which water to be transported 


is to be produced. 
 
3. The name and address of the water right owner of the proposed or existing well or wells used 


to produce water to be transported. 
 
4. The permit number or registration number of the well or wells used to produce water to be 


transported. 
 
5. A technical description of the well or wells that are producing water for transportation and the 


formation they are producing from including, but not limited to: 
 


a. A copy of the driller’s log. 
 
b. A completion record showing the depth of the well, the casing diameter, type and 


setting, and the perforated interval. 
 
c. The size of the pump or pumps used to produce water to be transported. 
 
d. The date the well was drilled. 
 
e. Electric logs including a spontaneous potential log and a resistivity log. 


 
6. The use of water transported. 
 
7. The volume of water transported during the previous calendar year. 
 
8. A technical description of the facilities used to transport water. 
 
9. The proposed volumes of water to be transported outside the District, on a per annum basis 


for a thirty (30) year period commencing upon (expected) permit issuance. 
 
10. The availability of water in the District and in the proposed receiving area during the period 


for which the water supply is requested. 
 
11. The projected effect of the proposed transfer on aquifer conditions, depletion, subsidence, or 


effects on existing permit holders or other groundwater users within the District. 
 
12. Additional information that may be required by the General Manager. 
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D. Factors for Board Consideration of Transportation Permits. 
 
 In reviewing a proposed transfer of groundwater outside the District, the Board shall consider: 
 


1. The availability of water in the District and in the proposed receiving area during the period 
for which the water supply is requested; 


 
2. The projected effect of the proposed transfer on aquifer conditions, depletion, subsidence, or 


effects on existing permit holders or other groundwater users within the District; and 
 
3. The approved regional water plan and certified District management plan. 


 
E. Permit Conditions 
 


1. The transportation permit, if issued, after notice and hearing may include the following terms 
and provisions: 


 
a. The name and address of the person to whom the permit is issued. 
 
b. The location of the pipeline facility. 
 
c. A statement of the purpose for which the transportation facility will be used. 


 
d. A requirement that the water transported under the permit will be put to a  beneficial use at 


all times. 
 
e. The location of the use of the water from the transportation facility. 
 
f. Conditions and restrictions, if any, placed on the rate and amount of water transported. 
 
g. Any conservation-oriented methods of constructing and operating the transportation 


facility. 
 
h. A drought contingency plan prescribed by the District. 
 
i. The amount of water that may be transferred out of the District. 
 
j. The period for which the water may be transferred, in accordance with Rule 15.J. 


 
k. The specific wells from which water to be transported is to be produced. 
 


2. Acceptance of the permit by the person to whom it is issued constitutes acknowledgment of an 
agreement to comply with all of the terms, provisions, conditions, limitations and restrictions of 
these rules including but not limited to the following: 


 
a. Permits are granted in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Water Code and the 


Rules, Management Plan and Orders of the District and acceptance of the permit constitutes 
an acknowledgment and agreement that the permittee will comply with the Texas Water 
Code, the District Rules, Management Plan, Orders of the District Board, and all the terms, 
provisions, conditions, requirements, limitations and restrictions embodied in the permit. 


 
b. A permit confers no vested rights in the holder and it may be revoked or suspended or its 


terms may be modified or amended pursuant to the provisions of the District’s rules. 
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c. The operation of the transportation facility must be conducted in a non-wasteful manner. 
   
d. The permittee must keep records of the amount of groundwater produced and transported 


and such records shall be available for inspection by District representatives.  Immediate 
written notice must be given to the District in the event transportation exceeds the quantity 
authorized by a permit. 


 
e. A transportation site must be accessible to District representatives for inspection and the 


permittee agrees to fully cooperate in any reasonable inspection of the transportation 
facility by District representatives.  


  
f. Applications for which a permit is issued are incorporated in the permit and thus permits 


are granted on the basis of and contingent upon the accuracy of the information supplied in 
the application and any amendments to the application.  A finding that false information 
has been supplied is grounds for immediate revocation of a permit.  In the event of conflict 
between the provisions of a permit and the contents of the application, the provisions of the 
permit shall control. 


 
g. Suspension or revocation of a permit may require immediate cessation of all activities 


granted by the permit. 
 
h. Violation of the permits terms, conditions, requirements or special provisions is punishable 


by civil penalties provided by the District rules. 
 
i. Wherever special provisions in a permit are inconsistent with other provisions or District 


rules, the special provisions prevail. 
 
j. Changes in the amount of water transported or the wells associated with the transportation 


facility may not be made without the prior approval of a permit amendment issued by the 
District. 


 
F. All transportation facilities subject to registration or permitting shall be equipped with flow 
monitoring devices approved by the District and shall be available at all reasonable times for inspection by 
District personnel.  The operator of a transportation facility shall be required to keep records and make 
reports to the District as to the operation of the transportation facility. 
   


1. Permitted transportation facilities shall submit reports to the District on a monthly basis, 
beginning at the time a permit is issued to operate.  Monthly reports are due in the District 
office by the 15th day of the following month. 
 


2. Such reports shall include the volume of water transported during the preceding month and the 
production for each well associated with the transportation facility. 
 


3. Permitted transportation facilities shall pay a fee to the District equal to 2.5 cents per one 
thousand gallons for the water transported from the District in the preceding month.  Monthly 
fees are due by the 15th day of the following month in the District office. 


 
G. The owner of a transportation facility shall be responsible for the prevention of pollution and waste, 
and with guarding the public’s health in relation to water produced from such facility as required by these 
rules, and by reason of operations of said facility. 
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H. All transportation facilities, unless exempted by these rules, shall reimburse the District for 
expenses incurred by the District for administration in connection with the facility as outlined in Chapter 36, 
Texas Water Code. 
 
I. Permit Term:  The term for a transportation permit shall be three years if construction of a 
conveyance system has not been initiated prior to permit issuance.  If construction of a conveyance system 
is begun before the expiration of the permit, the term will be extended to a 30 year term from initial permit 
issuance.  If construction of a conveyance system has been initiated prior to permit issuance, the term of the 
transportation permit shall be 30 years. 
 
J. The District may, every five years, review the amount of water that may be transferred out of the 
District under a permit and may limit the amount of water which may be transferred, after a consideration 
of the factors set forth in Rule 15.D. and all relevant and current data for conservation of groundwater 
resources in the District. At any time during the term of a transportation permit, the District may revise or 
amend the permit if the use of water unreasonably affects existing groundwater and surface water 
resources or existing Permit Holders. 
 
K. A permittee holding a transportation permit shall submit an application to reissue the permit to 
the General Manager no later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the permit.  The permit shall 
remain effective until final Board action on the reissue of the permit.  In its determination whether to 
reissue the transportation permit, the Board shall consider relevant and current data for the conservation 
of groundwater.  Requests to reissue a permit shall be subject to the notice and hearing requirements 
applicable to permit applications. 


 
L. An application for a transportation permit may be considered by the Board contemporaneously 
and in conjunction with Board consideration of related water well drilling and production permit 
applications. 
 
M. It shall be considered to be a fraud upon the District and on the adjacent landowners and or owners 
of water rights for any person to willfully give erroneous information on a transportation permit application. 
 
N. An application for a transportation permit shall be accompanied by a certified check or postal 
money order in the amount of $1.00 per acre/foot requested to be transported in a year payable to the 
District for a permit application processing fee. 
 
A form for an application for a Transportation Permit is available at the District office. 
 
 
RULE 16 – REQUIREMENTS FOR DRILLING, COMPLETING, EQUIPPING AND 


REWORKING WELLS 
 
A. Artesian/Confined Aquifer Wells 
 
 All wells that are to be completed in the artesian or confined portion of an aquifer shall be 
completed so that water from other strata or zones are not allowed to co-mingle through the borehole-
casing annulus.  The annular space between the borehole and casing shall be filled from the top of the 
water bearing surface to ground surface with cement, palletized bentonite, or a cement-bentonite slurry. 
 
B. Outcrop Wells 
 
 All wells that are to be completed in the outcrop portion of an aquifer shall be completed so that 
surface pollution is not allowed to enter the borehole-casing annulus.  The annular space between the 
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borehole and casing shall be filled from the ground surface to a minimum depth of twenty (20) feet with 
cement, palletized bentonite, or a cement-bentonite slurry 
 
C. Surface Completions 
 
 A concrete slab or sealing block shall be placed around the well casing at the surface and shall 
extend at least two (2) feet from the well in all directions.  The surface of the slab shall be sloped to drain 
away from the well casing. 
 
D. If a well penetrates any undesirable water zones, or zones containing waters that differ 
significantly in chemical quality, the undesirable water zone shall be sealed off and confined to its zone of 
origin. 
 


1. When undesirable water is encountered in a zone overlying fresh water, a surface casing shall be 
installed across the undesirable water zone and cemented to the land surface.  The well shall be 
installed inside the surface casing and completed as indicated above for artesian/confined 
aquifers. 


 
2. When undesirable water is encountered in a zone underlying a fresh water zone, the portion of the 


well bore opposite the undesirable water zone shall be filled with cement to a height that will 
prevent the entrance of the undesirable water into the well. 


 
E. Complete records shall be kept and reports thereof made to the District concerning the drilling, 
equipping and completion of all wells drilled or reworked. Such records shall include an accurate Driller’s 
log, any electric log that has been made and such additional data concerning the description and completion 
of the well, its pumping capacity, and its equipment as may be required by the Board. Such records shall be 
filed with the District, within thirty (30) days after completion of the well. 
  
F. No person shall produce water from any well hereafter drilled and equipped within the District, 
except that necessary for the testing and equipping of such well and equipment, unless or until the District 
has been furnished the information required by the Board on the form furnished by the District. 
 
G. No person shall drill, complete, equip or rework a well or borehole without having a current Texas 
Water Well Driller’s license and/or Texas Pump Installer’s license.  Any person who drills, completes. 
equips or reworks a well or borehole shall comply with the Rules and Regulations of the District, state or 
federal agencies or political subdivisions having jurisdiction, including but not limited to the Texas Water 
Well Driller’s Act, and the statutes creating the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, all of which 
are incorporated herein by reference for all purposes. 
 
H. If a conflict between the requirements of District Rule 16 and the requirements of the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Rules occur, the requirements of the TCEQ Rule shall 
prevail. 
 
 
RULE 17 – REQUIRED EQUIPMENT ON WELLS FOR PROTECTION OF GROUNDWATER 
 
 The following equipment must be installed when a pump is installed or repaired on existing wells or 
when a new well is drilled, and on all wells having a chemical injection, chemigation or foreign substance 
unit in the water delivery system 
 
A. An in-line, automatic quick-closing check valve capable of preventing pollution or harmful 
alteration of the groundwater.  The type of check valve installed shall meet the following specifications: 
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1. The body of the check valve shall be constructed of cast iron, stainless steel, cast aluminum, 
cast steel, steel or of a material and design that provides a sturdy integrity to the unit and is 
resistant to the foreign substance being injected. All materials shall be corrosion resistant or 
coated to prevent corrosion. The valve working pressure rating shall exceed the highest pressure 
to which the valve will be subjected. 


 
2. The check valve shall contain a suitable automatic, quick-closing and tight-sealing mechanism 


designed to close at the moment water ceases to flow in the downstream direction.  The device 
shall, by a mechanical force greater than the weight of the closing device, or hydraulic 
backpressure from the system and provide drip-tight closure against reverse flow. 


 
3. The check valve construction should allow for easy access for internal and external inspection 


and maintenance.  All internal parts shall be corrosion resistant.  All moving parts shall be 
designed to operate without binding, distortion, or misalignment. 


 
4. The check valve shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications and 


maintained in a working condition during all times in which any fertilizer, pesticide, chemical, 
animal or human waste or other foreign substance is injected into the water system.  The check 
valve shall be installed between the pump discharge and the point of chemical or foreign 
substance injection. 


 
B. A vacuum-relief device shall be installed between the pump discharge and the check valve in such a 
position and in such a manner that insects, animals, floodwater, or other pollutants cannot enter the well 
through the vacuum-relief device.  The vacuum-relief device may be mounted on the inspection port as long 
as it does not interfere with the inspection of other anti-pollution devices.  
 
C. An automatic low pressure drain shall also be installed between the pump discharge and the check 
valve in such a position and in such a manner that any fluid which may seep toward the well around the 
flapper will automatically drain out of the pipe.  The drain must discharge away from rather than flow 
toward the water supply.  The drain must not collect on the ground surface or seep into the soil around the 
well casing. 


 
1. The drain shall be at least three-quarter inch in diameter and shall be located on the bottom of 


the horizontal pipe between the pump discharge and the check valve. 
 


2. The drain must not extend beyond the inside surface of the bottom of the pipe unless special 
provisions, such as a dam made upstream of the drain, forces seepage to flow into the drain. 


 
3. The outside opening of the drain shall be at least two inches above the grade. 


 
D. An easily accessible inspection port shall be located between the pump discharge and the check 
valve, and situated so the automatic low-pressure drain can be observed through the port and the flapper can 
be physically manipulated. 
 


1. The port shall allow for visual inspection to determine if leakage occurs past the flapper, seal, 
seat, and/or any other components of the checking device. 


 
2. The port shall have a minimum four-inch diameter orifice or viewing area.  For irrigation 


distribution systems with pipe lines too small to install a four-inch diameter inspection port, the 
check valve and other anti-pollution devices shall be mounted with quick disconnects, flange 
fittings, dresser couplings, or other fittings that allow for easy removal of these devices. 
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E. Wells under artesian pressure (flowing wells) shall be equipped with a valve in good working order 
capable of stopping the flow of said well. 
 
 
RULE 18 - CLASSIFICATION, SPACING AND PRODUCTION PROVISIONS 
 
 The following rule establishes production and spacing requirements in order to minimize, as far as 
practicable, the drawdown of the water table or reduction of artesian pressure, to prevent interference 
between wells, to prevent degradation of water quality, to encourage conservation and to prevent waste in 
accordance with Chapter 36.116 of the Texas Water Code. 
 
A. Classification and Spacing Provisions 
 
 Wells will be subject to the classification and spacing provisions identified in Table 1 below.  Well 
pumping capacity (permitted production) shall be based on a pumping rate of 0.62 gallons per minute (gpm) 
per contiguous acre owned or leased and dedicated to the well site.  Well classification and spacing is based 
on the well pumping capacity.  (For example, an applicant with 500 contiguous acres would fall under 
classification B and have a spacing requirement of 3,000 feet for the Carrizo or Wilcox Aquifer). 


 
Table 1 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
Classification, Spacing and Production Provisions 


 
Well Pumping 
Capacity (gpm) 


Well Classification Minimum Distance from Nearest 
Registered/Authorized Well (feet) 


  Carrizo/Wilcox Queen City/Sparta 
< 17.5 Domestic/Livestock None None 


17.5 – 100 Exempt Agricultural None None 
51 – 250 A 1,500 4,850 
251 – 500 B 3,000 8,400 
501 – 1000 C 6,000 9,600 


> 1001 D 8,000 > 18,000 
 


1. For any well of class A or larger the distance to the nearest property owned by another person 
for any well shall be based on the formula (pumping capacity x 0.5 feet + 50 feet) to yield the 
distance from the adjacent property of another owner.  This provision may be waived with the 
written consent of the adjacent affected property owner. 


 
2. If a proposed well is of the same or larger classification as the nearest existing registered or 


authorized well site, the proposed well shall be located according to its well classification. 
 
3. If the proposed well is of a smaller size than the size of the nearest existing registered well, 


authorized well site, or active test well permit, it shall not be drilled closer than the distance 
allowed for by the larger well. 


 
4. Monitoring wells shall not be subject to any spacing provisions and shall be placed in the most 


advantageous location for observing aquifer conditions.   
 


5. Water wells drilled after September 1, 1997, to supply water for hydrocarbon production must 
meet the spacing requirements of the District unless no space is available within 300 feet of the 
production well or the central injection station or as exempted by § 36.117 of the Texas Water 
Code. 
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6. All registered wells and authorized well sites receive protection under the District’s spacing 
rules to the extent allowed by Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code. 


 
B. Exceptions to Distance and Spacing Requirements 
 


1. The Board may, if good cause is shown, enter special orders or add special permit conditions 
increasing or decreasing the distance and spacing requirements. 


 
C. Production Allocations 
 
 The maximum permitted production for a tract of land shall not exceed a total of one (1) acre/foot 
of water per surface acre of land owned per year from the Carrizo aquifer or combination of the allowable 
production from the Queen City and Sparta and Carrizo aquifers.  Production from the Queen City Aquifer 
shall be one (1) acre/foot per surface acre per year and shall be considered part of the one (1) acre/foot per 
surface acre total production allowed on any tract of land.  Production from the Sparta aquifer shall be one 
half (1/2) acre/foot per surface acre per year and shall be considered part of the one (1) acre/foot per surface 
acre total production allowed on any tract of land.  Production from the Wilcox aquifer shall be one (1) 
acre/foot per surface acre per year and may be in addition to any other production permitted for any tract of 
land.  Wells previously permitted to produce at a higher rate per surface acre shall be reduced to the rate 
stated per surface acre in this rule beginning with permits scheduled to be reissued in 2012 and all permits 
therein after shall be reissued at this rate. 
 


Production for peaking is allowed to exceed the well permitted capacity in any monthly period, 
however, the actual calendar year production beginning on January 1st and ending on December 31st shall 
not exceed the permitted production for that year.  The maximum pump size that can be installed in a well 
shall be based on a pumping rate of 0.93 gpm per contiguous acre owned or operated and dedicated to the 
well site, except that an irrigation well’s maximum pump size in gpm is determined by multiplying the 
actual irrigated acres by a factor of 7.54.  (For example, a public supply well with 500 dedicated contiguous 
acres would be permitted to install a maximum pump size of 465 gpm or an irrigation well with 100 actual 
irrigated acres would be permitted to install a maximum pump size of 754 gpm). 
 


1. The determination for the approval of a well drilling and production permit application will be 
calculated based on the number of acres that are contiguous to that well site and contingent on 
the ability of the well owner to demonstrate that they have legal ownership or contractual rights 
on each individual tract of land as recorded in the Gonzales County Deed Records. 


 
2. A person’s right to continue to produce a well or wells under this rule is dependent upon 


maintaining the ownership of water rights sufficient to produce the volume of groundwater 
specified in the permit or permits and other Rules of the District. A conveyance of any portion 
of the water rights could result in non-compliance with Rules of the District. 


 
3. On tracts of land that have leased or sold the maximum permitted production amount, no other 


production, with the exception of an exempt well under Rule 5A, shall be allowed. 
 
4. The District’s Rules related to spacing and production do not apply to any well listed as exempt 


under Rule 5.  Permits previously issued to produce water at higher amounts than allowed by 
Rule 18.C of these rules shall continue until such time as that production ceases or permitted 
production is modified by Rule 18 or 19. Thereinafter all permits shall be reissued after review 
and an affirmative vote of the Board every five years.  The Board may decline to reissue a 
permit if the permittee is not in substantial compliance with all other rules of the District in 
force at the time of reissue. 
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D. Production Limits 
 


1. Production from an individual well or combination of wells in a well field shall be restricted 
in order that the maximum drawdown of the water table or artesian pressure shall not be 
greater than the amount presented in Table 2 below.  The maximum drawdown is computed 
from the historical water level measurements on September 2002 adopted by the Board 
(Resolution 12-03), or subsequent measurements by District personnel using water wells or 
monitoring wells.  For newly installed monitoring wells or existing wells added to the 
monitoring well network after December 31, 2001, a groundwater availability model 
approved by the General Manager may be used to compute the historic water level in the well 
that would have occurred at the monitoring well location in 2002.  Alternatively a comparison 
of data from a December – January timeframe in both the year in which drawdown is 
assessed and in the historic period may be used. 


   
Table 2 


Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District 
Aquifer Drawdown Limits 


 
Wilcox Aquifer Carrizo Aquifer Queen City Aquifer Sparta Aquifer 


Water 
Table 


Artesian 
Pressure 


Water 
Table 


Artesian 
Pressure 


Water 
Table 


Artesian 
Pressure 


Water 
Table 


Artesian 
Pressure 


50 feet 100 feet 50 feet 100 feet 25 feet 50 feet 25 feet 50 feet 


 
 


2. The District shall monitor water levels in the Carrizo, Wilcox, Queen City, and/or Sparta 
aquifers three times a year (January, June, and September) to evaluate aquifer conditions.  An 
annual average water level measurement shall be computed from these three measurements 
from each monitoring well.  Water level measurements will be obtained by automatic or 
manual water level monitoring equipment. 


 
3. The maximum drawdown shall be computed by subtracting the average annual water level 


measurement from the historical water level measurement in each monitoring well.  
Monitoring wells that are located within a well field shall not be included in any annual 
average drawdown calculations. 


 
 
RULE 19 – EXCEEDANCE OF DRAWDOWN LIMITS 
 
A In order to minimize, as far as practicable, the drawdown of the water table or reduction of artesian 
pressure, to prevent interference between wells, to prevent degradation of water quality, to encourage 
conservation and to prevent waste in accordance with Chapter 36.116 of the Texas Water Code, the District 
shall apply a reduction in the allowable permitted production if the Board determines that a well or well 
field has caused or significantly contributed to an exceedance of the drawdown limits set forth in Rule 18.D.  
The District may consider a single monitoring well or a series of monitoring wells in making a 
determination of exceedance of the aquifer drawdown level in an area or areas. 
 
B. The Board shall hold a public hearing to receive comment concerning the intent of the Board to 
designate specific management area(s) and limit production in the affected management area(s).  The Board 
shall publish a notice not less than 20 days before the actual date of the Board meeting to enact the 
applicable rules and designate the management area(s).  The District shall notify all permit holders in the 
proposed management area(s) in writing of the hearing to change current production permits. 
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C. After the public hearing the Board may within thirty (30) days take action on a resolution 
designating the specific management area(s) and limiting production.  Historic use status wells, up to the 
maximum amount of water certified shall be exempt from reductions in production rates; however such 
wells will be required to implement water conservation measures.  The Board shall apply 10% reductions, 
based on pro rata share of actual production amounts, on a rolling quarterly basis until the artesian or water 
table decline in monitoring wells designated by the Board stabilizes at the maximum drawdown limits as 
stated in Rule 18.D.  In areas that have been delineated as specific management areas, production is no 
longer allowed to exceed the permitted capacity in any monthly reporting period as designated in Rule 18.C.  
In the specified management area(s), the Board shall limit groundwater production from each non-exempt 
authorized/permitted well or well field based on the following criteria: 
 


1. Current water usage of each non-exempt authorized/permitted well or well field. 
 
2. Availability of other existing water sources for each non-exempt authorized/permitted well or 


well field. 
 
3. Special or unusual needs of each non-exempt authorized/permitted well or well field. 


  
D. When the Board delineates a management area or areas to have limited production it may require: 
 


1. All wells located within the designated management area or areas capable of producing 25,000 
gallons or more per day, to be equipped with a District approved meter or measuring device. 


 
2. Increased water level monitoring in the affected area(s). 


  
E. The Board shall continue to collect and review information each succeeding year after the Board 
has delineated a management area(s). 
 
 
RULE 20 – PROTECTION OF GROUNDWATER QUALITY 
 
The following rules establish procedures for groundwater monitoring, assessment, and actions to prevent 
degradation of water quality in accordance with Chapter 36.101 of the Texas Water Code.  Degradation of 
water quality shall mean a steady historical increase, over the original measurement, in a water quality 
parameter(s) in a well or number of wells that are being monitored by the District or by a well field 
owner/operator.  To assist in its determination of water quality degradation, the Board may consult with a 
third party consultant specialized in groundwater geochemistry if a water quality parameter in a well or 
number of wells shows a 10 percent or greater increase from the original measurement. 
 
A. In order to preserve and protect the aquifer(s) of the District, wells connected or to be connected 
to a common gathering/transportation piping system capable of producing greater than or equal to 3,000 
acre-feet of groundwater from permitted wells per calendar year, shall be required to assess the effects of 
the project on the aquifer(s).  Water quality sampling and analysis shall be conducted by the well field 
owner/operator annually in at least two production wells to assess any changes in water quality that may 
be attributed to the large-scale pumping project.  Samples shall be collected and analyzed by a laboratory, 
acceptable to the District, for major cations (sodium, potassium, calcium, magnesium) and anions 
(chloride, sulfate, carbonate, bicarbonate) and total dissolved solids.  In addition, specific conductance, 
pH, and temperature measurements shall be made in the field during each annual sampling event.  The 
sampling results shall be submitted to the District annually. 
 
B. Production from an individual well or combination of wells in a well field may be restricted if the 
District determines, after consultation with a third party consultant specialized in groundwater 
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geochemistry, that a well or combination of wells in a well field is responsible for degrading the water 
quality of an aquifer.   
 
C. If the Board determines that degradation of the water quality in a well or well field has occurred it 
shall notify the permit holders of record with wells in the affected aquifer that are located in the affected 
area or areas in writing. 
 
D. The Board shall hold a public hearing to receive comment concerning the intent of the Board to 
designate specific management area(s) and/or limit production in the affected management area(s).  The 
Board shall publish a notice not less than 20 days before the actual date of the Board meeting to enact the 
applicable rules and designate the management area(s).  The District shall notify all permit holders in the 
proposed management area(s) in writing of the hearing to designate specific management area(s) and/or 
change current production permits. 
 
E. After the public hearing the Board may within thirty (30) days take action on a resolution 
designating the specific management area(s) and/or limiting production.  Historic use status wells up to the 
maximum amount of water certified shall be exempt from reductions in production rates; however such 
wells will be required to implement water conservation measures.  In limiting production the Board shall 
apply 10% reductions, based on pro rata share of actual production amounts, on a rolling quarterly basis 
until the increase in water quality degradation has ceased. 
 
F. When the Board delineates a management area or areas and/or limits production it may require: 
 


1. All wells located within the designated management area or areas capable of producing 25,000 
gallons or more per day, to be equipped with a District approved meter or measuring device. 


 
2. Increased water quality monitoring in the affected area(s). 


  
G. The Board shall continue to collect and review information each succeeding year after the Board 
has delineated a management area(s). 
 
H. No person shall operate an existing well that allows cross-contamination to occur between 
aquifers. 
 
I. Any person filing a water quality complaint with the District against another party must show that 
the current construction of the affected well is sound and provide sufficient evidence of a change of water 
quality by supplying the District with: 
 


1. Well completion records. 
 
2. Laboratory analytical data. 


 
3. Any other data the General Manager deems necessary, including but not limited to a camera 


survey. 
 
 
RULE 21 – PLUGGING AND CAPPING OF WELLS 
 
 Every owner or lessee of land within the District, upon which is located an open, uncovered, 
abandoned or deteriorated well shall be required to plug or cap the well permanently or temporarily as set 
forth below and in accordance with standards set forth in the Texas Water Well Drillers and Pump Installers 
Administrative Rules, Title 16, Chapter 76, Texas Administrative Code. 
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A. The District may require the owner or lessee of land on which an open, uncovered, abandoned or 
deteriorated well is located to plug the well permanently in accordance with the rules promulgated by the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation or cap the well with a covering capable of sustaining a 
weight of at least 400 pounds. 
  
B. If the owner or lessee of the land fails or refuses to plug or cap the well within 10 days after being 
requested to do so in writing by an officer, agent, or employee of the District an Enforcement Action will be 
taken in accordance with Rule 27.  The Board shall at a regular or special called meeting take action on the 
Enforcement of this Rule. The Board shall upon finding that a well is in violation of this Rule instruct 
District personnel to employ any person, firm, or corporation to enter the land and plug or cap the well. 
 
C. Reasonable expenses incurred by the District in plugging or capping a well constitute a lien on the 
land on which the well is located.  The Board shall consider the availability of state funds to assist in 
plugging or capping any well and may on its own motion bear some or all of the expense of the plugging or 
capping of any well. 
  
D. The lien is perfected by filing in the deed records of the county where the well is located an 
affidavit, executed by any person conversant with the facts, stating the following: 
   


1. The existence of the well. 
 
2. The legal description of the property on which the well is located. 
 
3. The approximate location of the well on the property. 
 
4. The failure or refusal of the owner or lessee, after notification, to plug or cap the well within 


10 days after the notification. 
 
5. The plugging or capping of the well by the District, or by an authorized agent, representative, 


or employee of the District. 
 
6. The expense incurred by the District in closing the well. 


  
Nothing in this Rule affects the enforcement of Subchapter A, Chapter 756, Health and Safety Code. 
 
 
RULE 22 – RIGHT TO INSPECT AND TEST 
 
A. Any authorized officer, employee, agent or representative of the District shall have the right at all 
reasonable times and after twenty four (24) hours of advance verbal or written notice to enter lands upon 
which a well or wells, transportation facilities or recharge facility may be located within the District for the 
purpose of: 
 


1. Inspecting a well or wells or transportation facility, or a recharge facility. 
 
2. Determining the pumping capacity of well or wells or transportation facility or a recharge 


facility. 
 
3. Reading or interpreting any meter, weir bow or other instrument for the purpose of measuring 


production of water from well or wells. 
 
4. Collecting samples to be used in regard to groundwater quality programs. 
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5. Testing the pump and the power unit of the well or wells. 
 
6. Measure the level of groundwater in the well or wells. 
 
7. Making any other reasonable and necessary inspections and/or tests that may be required for the 


formulation of groundwater information or the enforcement of the District Rules. 
 
B. If any officer, employee, agent or representative is refused the right to enter lands under this 
authority, the District may invoke the remedies authorized by Section 36.102 of the Texas Water Code. 
 
 
RULE 23 – EXCEPTION TO DISTRICT RULES 
 
A. In order to accomplish the purposes set forth in the Management Plan, the Board may grant 
exceptions to Rules of the District.  This Rule, and all other Rules of the District, shall not be construed so 
as to limit the power of the Board, and the powers stated are cumulative of all other powers possessed by the 
Board. 
  
B. Procedure: 
 


1. Any person, firm, corporation, association of persons or other entity desiring an exception to 
any Rule shall file a written, sworn application with the District stating: 


 
a. The nature of the exception requested. 
 
b. The justification for granting the exception. 
 
c. Any information that the applicant deems appropriate in support of the exception. 


 
2. One copy of any application for an exception shall be submitted to the District at its office: 


   
  GONZALES COUNTY UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
  920 Saint Joseph 
  P. O. Box 1919 
  Gonzales, Texas 78629 
  Phone 830-672-1047 
 


3. All applications for exceptions shall be heard and considered by the Board meeting in regular or 
special session, within ninety (90) days after submittal.  At least thirty (30) days notice of the 
hearing shall be given to the applicant, to known interested parties, including all governmental 
agencies having potential concurrent jurisdiction, and notice shall also be published in a 
newspaper in general circulation in Gonzales and Caldwell County at least thirty(30) days 
before the date of the hearing. 


   
4. At the hearing the applicant and other interested persons will be given the opportunity to 


present evidence. 
 


5. The decision of the Board shall be based upon the evidence submitted at the hearing, facts of 
which the Board may take judicial notice, statements and arguments. 


 
6. The Board shall enter an order granting or denying an application for exception, with such 


conditions as it shall deem proper, within sixty (60) days after such hearing. 
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RULE 24 – PERMIT NOTICE AND HEARING PROCEDURES 
 
A. Notice of Permit Application 
 


Upon a determination of administrative completeness of an application for a permit or permit 
amendment, the General Manager will provide applicant a Notice of Permit Application.  The notice will 
include (1) the name of the applicant; (2) the address or approximate location of the well, proposed well, or 
other regulated activity; (3) a brief explanation of the proposed permit or permit amendment, including any 
requested amount of groundwater, the purpose of the proposed use, and any change in use; and (4) any other 
information the General Manager considers relevant and appropriate.  The notice shall reference the District 
Rules applicable to permit hearing procedures and provide for a thirty (30) day period for interested persons 
to submit comments to the District and/or to request a contested case hearing, if applicable. 
 


The applicant must, upon receipt of the Notice of Permit Application, publish the Notice of Permit 
Application in the newspaper of largest circulation within Gonzales County and Caldwell County at the 
earliest available publication date after receipt of the Notice from the General Manager.  The applicant must 
also mail the Notice of Permit Application to landowners and well owners designated in Rule 10.D.10 within 
seven (7) days of receipt of the notice from the General Manager.  The applicant must provide evidence of 
newspaper publication and mailed notice to the General Manager within twenty-one (21) days of applicant’s 
receipt of the Notice from the General Manager. 
 


The General Manager shall mail the Notice of Permit Application to persons who have requested 
notice under Rule 24.B. 
 
B. Request for Notice of District Hearings 
 


A person may request notice from the District of a hearing on a permit or a permit amendment 
application.  The request must be in writing and is effective for the remainder of the calendar year in which 
the request is received by the District.  To receive notice of a hearing in a later year, a person must submit a 
new request.  An affidavit of an officer or employee of the District establishing attempted service by first 
class mail, facsimile, or electronic mail to the person in accordance with the information provided by the 
person is proof that notice was provided by the District. 
 
C. Procedures for Written Public Comment and Request for a Contested Case Hearing in Response to 
Notice of Permit Application 
 


1. Public Comment 
 


Any person may file a written objection to an application for a permit or permit amendment and 
request the opportunity to address the District Board in an uncontested hearing to comment on the 
application.  Any person may submit either detailed comments or a summary of their comments on 
an application to the General Manager within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Notice of Permit 
Application or publication of the Notice of Permit Application in a newspaper of general circulation 
within Gonzales County.  Any interested person will have the opportunity to present their comments 
to the Board, either in oral or written form, if a hearing is scheduled on an application for permit or 
permit amendment. 


 
2. Request for Contested Case Hearing 


 
Any person may file a written objection to an application for permit or permit amendment and 
request a contested case proceeding.  An application for a new well permit or an amendment to an 
existing well permit, not part of a well field, requesting less than 500 acre feet per year, is not subject 
to a contested case hearing, if the General Manager considers the application to be in compliance 
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with the rules of the District.  A written request for a contested case proceeding shall be submitted to 
the General Manager within thirty (30) days of receipt of the Notice of Permit Application or 
publication of a newspaper of general circulation of a Notice of Permit Application.  The request for 
a contested case hearing shall include evidence of a personal justiciable interest related to a legal 
right, duty, privilege, power or economic interest affected by the application.  An interest common to 
members of the general public does not qualify as a personal justiciable interest.  Any person who 
requests a contested case hearing by claiming a personal justiciable interest must appear at any 
District hearing on the permit application to present this evidence directly to the presiding officer or 
full Board for a determination of a personal justiciable interest. 


 
3. Justiciable Interest Factors 


 
In making a determination of whether a person has a personal justiciable interest, the General 
Manager, presiding officer, or Board shall consider, at a minimum, the following factors: 


 
a. Likely impact of the regulated activity on the health and safety of the person and on the use 


of property of the person. 
 


b. The distance between the regulated activity and the person’s property 
 


c. Whether a reasonable relationship exists between the interest claimed and the regulated 
activity. 


 
d. Likely impact of the regulated activity on the use of groundwater or other natural resources 


of the person.   
 


D. Scheduling and Notice of Hearings 
 


1. The General Manager may schedule a hearing on a permit or permit amendment applications 
received by the District. 


 
2. The General Manager may schedule more than one application for consideration at a hearing. 
 
3. On written request by the applicant, the District shall process multiple applications from a single 


applicant under consolidated notice and hearing procedures if the District requires a separate 
permit or permit amendment application for: 


 
a. Drilling, equipping, operating or completing a well or substantially altering the size of a well 


or well pump. 
 


b. The spacing of water wells or the production of groundwater. 
 


c. Transferring groundwater outside the District. 
 


4. The District is not required to use consolidated notice and hearing procedures under this section 
if the Board cannot adequately evaluate one application until it has acted on another application. 


 
5. In scheduling a hearing, the General Manager shall designate whether requests for a contested 


case have been submitted to the District.  Where the General Manager objects to an application, 
the hearing shall be designated a contested case hearing.  Where no person alleging a personal 
justiciable interest has timely requested a hearing, but comments are submitted on the 
application, the General Manager shall designate the hearing an uncontested hearing. 


 







 


40 


6. Where no requests for a contested case hearing or comments are received by the District and the 
General Manager determines the application meets all relevant District rules, a public hearing on 
an application is not required and the Board may act on the application at a Board meeting.  This 
subsection is not applicable to an application under Rule 10.E, Rule 14 or Rule 15. 


 
7. Reissue of a permit in substantial compliance with District rules, as determined by the General 


Manager, is not subject to a hearing, including a contested case hearing.  The Board shall act on 
such a permit reissue at a regular Board meeting. 


 
E. Prerequisites for a Contested Case Hearing 
 


1. A hearing will be considered a contested case hearing when the General Manager objects to an 
application and requests a contested case hearing. 


 
2. A hearing will be considered a contested case hearing if the Board finds that a person requesting 


a contested case hearing has a personal justiciable interest and, in the hearing request, has raised 
significant issues related to the applicant within the jurisdiction of the District. 


 
3. A quorum of the Board shall meet in regular or called meeting of the Board and vote on whether  


the pending permit shall be considered a contested case hearing. 
 


F. Notice of Public Hearings on Applications for Permit or Permit Amendments 
 


1. If the General Manager schedules a hearing on an application for a permit or permit amendment, 
the General Manager shall give notice of the hearing as set forth below. 


 
2. The notice must include: 


 
a. The name of the applicant. 


 
b. The address or approximate location of the well, proposed well, Transportation Facility or 


recharge facility. 
 


c. A brief explanation of the proposed permit or permit amendment, including any requested 
amount of groundwater, the purpose of the proposed use, and any change in use. 


 
d. The time, date, and location of the hearing. 


 
e. Any other information the General Manager or Board considers relevant and appropriate. 


 
3. Not later than the 10th day before the date of a hearing, the General Manager shall: 


 
a. Post notice in a place readily accessible to the public at the District office. 
 
b. Provide notice to the Gonzales and Caldwell County Clerk. 
 
c. Provide notice by: 


 
(1) Regular mail to the applicant. 
 
(2) Regular mail, facsimile, or electronic mail to any person who has requested notice under 


Rule 24.B. 
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(3) Regular mail to any adjacent landowners or well owners and all persons who submitted 
comments or requested a hearing in response to the notice of application. 


 
G. Hearing Registration 
 


The District may require each person who participates in a hearing to submit a hearing registration 
form stating: 


 
1. The person’s name. 
  
2. The person’s address. 
 
3. Whom the person represents if the person is not there in the person’s individual capacity. 


 
H. Hearing Procedures 
 


1. A hearing must be conducted by: 
 


a. A quorum of the Board; or 
 
b. An individual to whom the Board has delegated in writing the responsibility to preside as a 


hearings examiner over the hearing or matters related to the hearing. 
 


2. Except as provided by subsection 3, the Board President or the hearings examiner shall serve as 
a presiding officer at the hearing. 


 
3. If the hearing is conducted by a quorum of the Board and the Board President is not present, the 


Directors conducting the hearing may select a director to serve as a presiding officer. 
 
4. The presiding officer may: 


 
a. Convene the hearing at the time and place specified in the notice. 
 
b. Set any necessary additional hearing dates. 
 
c. Establish the order of presentation of evidence. 
 
d. Administer oaths to all persons presenting testimony. 


 
e. Examine persons presenting testimony. 
 
f. Ensure that information and testimony are introduced as conveniently and expeditiously as 


possible without prejudicing the rights of any party.  
 
g. Prescribe reasonable time limits for testimony and the presentation of evidence. 
 
h. Exercise the procedural rules adopted by the District. 


 
5. The District may allow any person, including the General Manager or District employee to 


provide comments at a hearing on an uncontested application. 
 
6. The presiding officer may allow testimony to be submitted in writing and may require that 


written testimony be sworn to.  On the motion of a party to the hearing, the presiding officer may 







 


42 


exclude written testimony if the person who submits the testimony is not available for cross-
examination by phone, deposition before the hearing, or other reasonable means. 


 
7. If the Board has not acted on the application, the presiding officer may allow a person who 


testifies at the hearing to supplement the testimony given at the hearing by filing additional 
written materials with the presiding officer not later than the tenth (10th) day after the date of the 
hearing.  A person who files additional written material with the presiding officer must also 
provide the material, not later than the tenth (10th) day after the date of the hearing, to any person 
who provided comments on an uncontested application or any party to a contested hearing.  The 
person who receives additional written material may file a response to the material with the 
presiding officer not later than the tenth (10th) day after the date the material was received. 


 
8. The District may authorize the presiding officer, at the presiding officer’s discretion, to issue an 


order at any time before Board action that: 
 


a. Refers parties to a contested hearing to an alternative dispute resolution procedure on any 
matter at issue in the hearing. 


 
b. Determines how the costs of the procedure shall be apportioned among the parties. 


 
c. Appoints an impartial third party as provided by Section 2009.053, Government Code, to 


facilitate that procedure. 
 
d. The General Manager will not be assessed costs of alternative dispute resolution. 


 
I. Evidence 
 


1. The presiding officer shall admit evidence that is relevant to an issue at the hearing. 
 
2. The presiding officer may exclude evidence that is irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious. 


 
J. Recording 
 


1. Except as provided by subsection (2), the presiding officer shall prepare and keep a record of 
each hearing in the form of an audio or video recording or a court reporter transcription.  On the 
request of a party to a contested hearing, the presiding officer shall have the hearing transcribed 
by a court reporter.  If the General Manager is a party, the party requesting the transcript shall 
provide a copy to the General Manager at no cost.  The presiding officer may assess any court 
reporter transcription costs against the party that requested the transcription or among the parties 
to the hearing.  Transcription costs may not be assessed against the General Manager.  Except as 
provided by this subsection, the presiding officer may exclude a party from further participation 
in a hearing for failure to pay in a timely manner costs assessed against that party under this 
subsection.  The presiding officer may not exclude a party from further participation in a hearing 
as provided by this subsection if the parties have agreed the costs assessed against that party will 
be paid by another party. 
 


2. If a hearing is uncontested, the presiding officer may substitute minutes of the report required 
under Rule 24.L for a method of recording the hearing provided by subsection (1). 


 
K. Continuance 
 


The presiding officer may continue a hearing from time to time and from place to place without 
providing notice under rule 24.F.  If the presiding officer continues a hearing without announcing at the 
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hearing the time, date and location of the continued hearing, the presiding officer must provide notice of the 
continued hearing by regular mail to the parties. 
 
L. Report 
 


1. Except as provided by subsection 5, the presiding officer shall submit a report to the Board not 
later than the thirtieth (30th) day after the date a hearing is concluded. 


 
2. The report must include: 
 


a. A summary of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
b. A summary of the evidence or public comments received. 
 
c. The presiding officer’s recommendations for Board action on the subject matter of the 


hearing. 
 


3. The presiding officer shall provide a copy of the report to: 
 


a. The applicant. 
 


b. Each person who provided comments or each designated party. 
 


4. A person who receives a copy of the report under subsection 3 may submit to the Board written 
exceptions to the report. 


 
5. If the hearing was conducted by a quorum of the Board and if the presiding officer prepared a 


record of the hearing as provided by Rule 24.J.1, the presiding officer shall determine whether to 
prepare and submit a report to the Board under this section. 


 
M. Board Action 
 


The Board shall act on a permit or permit amendment application not later than the sixtieth (60th) day 
after the date the final hearing on the application is concluded. 
 
N. Request for Rehearing or Findings and Conclusions 
 


1. An applicant in a contested or uncontested hearing or a party to a contested hearing may 
administratively appeal a decision of the Board on a permit or permit amendment application by 
requesting written findings and conclusions or a rehearing before the Board not later than the 
twentieth (20th) day after the date of the Board’s decision. 


 
2. On receipt of a timely written request, the Board shall make written findings and conclusions 


regarding a decision of the Board on a permit or permit amendment application.  The Board shall 
provide certified copies of the findings and conclusions to the person who requested them, and to 
each person who provided comments or each designated party, not later than the thirty-fifth 
(35th) day after the date the Board receives the request.  A person who receives a certified copy 
of the findings and conclusions from the Board may request a rehearing before the Board not 
later than the twentieth (20th) day after the date the Board issues the findings and conclusions. 


 
3. A request for rehearing must be filed in the District office and must state the grounds for the 


request.  If the original hearing was a contested hearing, the person requesting a rehearing must 
provide copies of the request to all parties to the hearing. 
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4. If the Board grants a request for rehearing, the Board shall schedule the rehearing not later than 


the forty-fifth (45th) day after the date the request is granted. 
 
5. The failure of the Board to grant or deny a request for rehearing before the ninety-first (91st) day 


after the date the request is submitted is a denial of the request. 
 
O. Decision; When Final 
 


1. A decision by the Board on a permit or permit amendment application is final: 
 


a. if a request for rehearing is not timely filed, on the expiration of the period for filing a 
request for hearing; or 


 
b. if a request for rehearing is timely filed, on the date: 


 
(1) the Board denies the request for rehearing; or 
 
(2) the Board renders a written decision after rehearing. 


 
2. Except as provided by subsection 3, an applicant or a party to a contested case hearing may file a 


suit against the District under Section 36.251, Texas Water Code, to appeal a decision on a 
permit or permit amendment application not later than the sixtieth (60th) day after the date on 
which the decision becomes final. 


 
3. An applicant or party to a contested hearing may not file suit against the District under Section 


36.251, Texas Water Code, if the request for rehearing was not timely filed. 
 


P. Hearings Conducted by State Office of Administrative Hearings 
 
 If the District contracts with the State Office of Administrative Hearings to conduct a hearing, the 
hearing shall be conducted as provided by Subchapters C, D and F, Chapter 2001, Government Code. 
 
Q. Applicability of Administrative Procedure Act 
 
 Unless the District contracts with the State Office of Administrative Hearings to conduct a 
hearing, Chapter 2001, Government Code, does not apply to a District hearing related to a permit or 
permit amendment. 
 
 
RULE 25 – CONTESTED PERMIT HEARING PROCEDURES 
 
A. Prehearing Conference 
 
 A prehearing conference may be ordered by the presiding officer to consider any matter which 
may expedite the contested case hearing or otherwise facilitate the hearing process.   
 


1. Matters Considered 
 
Matters which may be considered at a prehearing conference include but are not limited to: 
 


a. the formulation and simplification of issues; 
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b. the necessity or desirability of amending applications or other pleadings; 
 
c. the possibility of making admissions or stipulations; 
 
d. the scheduling of discovery; 
 
e. the identification of and specification of the number of witnesses; 
 
f. the filing and exchange of prepared testimony and exhibits;  
 
g. the procedure at the hearing on the merits; 


  
h. referral of the matter for alternative dispute resolution. 


 
 2. Time Limits 
 
 The presiding officer shall establish time limits for presentation of evidence and cross-
examination for parties. 
 


3. Conference Action 
 
 Action taken at a prehearing conference may be reduced to writing and made part of the record or 
may be stated on the record at the close of the conference. 
 
B. Designation of Parties 
 
 Parties to a contested hearing will be designated on the first day of hearing by the Board.  The 
applicant is automatically designated a party.  If the General Manager requests to be admitted as a party, 
the request shall be granted.  Persons other than the automatic party must, in order to be admitted as a 
party, be deemed as having a justiciable interest as provided in Rule 24.C.  After parties are designated, 
no other person may be admitted as a party. 
 
C. Rights of Designated Parties 
 
 Subject to the direction and orders of the presiding officer, parties have the right to conduct 
discovery, present a direct case, cross examine witnesses, make oral and written arguments, obtain copies 
of all documents filed in the proceeding and otherwise fully participate in the proceeding. 
 
D. Ex Parte Communications 
 
 The Board and the presiding officer, if appointed, may not communicate, directly or indirectly, in 
connection with any issue of fact or law with any agency, person, party or representative once a matter is 
deemed contested, except with notice and opportunity for all parties to participate.  This provision does 
not prevent communications with staff not directly involved in the hearing to utilize its special skills and 
knowledge of the Board in evaluating the evidence. 
 
E. Written Testimony 
 
 When a proceeding will be expedited and the interest of the parties will not be prejudiced 
substantially, testimony may be received in written form.  The written testimony of a witness, either in 
narrative or questions and answer, form may be admitted into evidence upon the witness being sworn and 
identifying the testimony as a true and accurate record of what testimony would be if given orally.  The 
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witness will be subject to clarifying questions and to cross examination, and the prepared testimony will 
be subject to objection. 
 
F. Furnishing Copies of Pleadings 
 
 After parties have been designated, a copy of every pleading, request, motion or reply filed in the 
proceeding must be provided to every other party.  A certification of this fact must accompany the 
original instrument when filed with the District.  Failure to provide copies may be grounds for 
withholding consideration of the pleading or the matters set forth therein. 
 
G. Discovery 
 
 Discovery will be conducted upon such terms and conditions and at such times and place as 
directed by the presiding officer.  In addition, the parties may exchange informal requests for information 
by agreement.   
 
H. Discovery Sanctions 
 
 If the presiding officer finds a party is abusing the discovery process in seeking, responding to, or 
resisting discovery, the hearings examiner or presiding officer may: 


1. Suspend processing of the application for a permit if the applicant is the offending party; 
 
2. Disallowing any further discovery of any kind or a particular kind by the offending party; 


 
3. Rule that particular facts be regarded as established against the offending party for the 


purpose of the proceeding, in accordance with the claim of the party obtaining the discovery 
ruling; 


 
4. Limit or terminate the offending party’s participation in the proceeding; 
 
5. Disallow the offending party’s presentation of evidence on issues that were the subject of the 


discovery requests; and/or 
 
6. Recommend to the Board that the hearing be dismissed with or without prejudice. 


 
I. Compelling Testimony, Swearing Witnesses and Subpoena Power 
 
 The presiding officer may compel the testimony of any person which is necessary, helpful or 
appropriate to the hearing.  The presiding officer may issue subpoenas to compel the testimony of any 
person and the production of documents in the manner provided in the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.   
 
J. Evidence 
 
 The presiding officer shall admit evidence that is relevant to an issue at the hearing if it is the type 
commonly relied upon by reasonable prudent persons in the conduct of their affairs.  In addition, evidence 
may be stipulated by agreement of all parties. 
 
K. Introduction and Copies of Exhibits 
 
 Each exhibit offered must be tendered for identification and placed in the record.  Copies must be 
furnished to the presiding officer and to each of the parties. 
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L. Official Notice 
 
 The presiding officer may take official notice of all facts judicially cognizable.  In addition, 
official notice may be taken of generally recognized facts within the area of the District’s specialized 
knowledge. 
 
M. Oral Argument 
 
 At the discretion of the presiding officer, oral arguments may be heard at the conclusion of the 
presentation of the evidence.  Reasonable time limits may be prescribed.  The presiding officer may 
require or accept written briefs in lieu of or in addition to oral arguments.  When the matter is presented to 
the Board for final decision, further oral arguments may be heard by the Board, if the Board is not the 
hearing body. 
 
N. Upon approval of all designated parties, a hearing may be conducted under informal procedures 
agreed to by the parties. 
 
O. Cost for Hearings Examiner 
 
 If the District hires a hearings examiner to preside over a contested case hearing, the applicant 
shall reimburse the District for the fees of the hearings examiner.  In its decision on the contested case 
matter, the Board may reallocate these costs among parties upon recommendation by the hearings 
examiner.  In no event will the General Manager be assessed any costs of the contested case hearing. 
 
P. Contested case hearings are not available to entities seeking to resolve disputes in mitigation 
agreements with the District or with respect to historic use designations. 
 
 
RULE 26 – CHANGED CONDITIONS 
  
 The decision of the Board on any matter contained herein may be reconsidered on its own motion or 
upon motion of any person alleging changed conditions, or upon the discovery of new or different 
conditions or facts after the hearing or decision on such matter.  If the Board should decide to reconsider a 
matter after having announced a ruling or decision, or after having finally granted or denied the application 
it shall give notice to persons who were proper parties to the original action, and such persons shall be 
entitled to a hearing thereon if they file a request therefore within fifteen (15) days from the date of the 
mailing of such notice. 
 
 
RULE 27 – ENFORCEMENT OF RULES 
 
 All Rules duly adopted, promulgated and published by this District shall be enforced as provided 
for under Chapter 36, Texas Water Code. 
  
A. The District may enforce Chapter 36, Texas Water Code and its Rules by injunction, mandatory 
injunction, or other appropriate remedy in a court of competent jurisdiction. 
  
B. The Board by rule may set reasonable civil penalties for breach of any rule of the District not to 
exceed $10,000 per day per violation, and each day of a continuing violation constitutes a separate 
violation in accordance with Chapter 36.102 of the Texas Water Code. 
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C. A penalty under Chapter 36, Texas Water Code or the District’s Rules is in addition to any other 
penalty provided by the law of this state and may be enforced by complaints filed in a court of competent 
jurisdiction in Gonzales County. 
  
D. If the District prevails in any suit to enforce its Rules, it may, in the same action, recover reasonable 
fees for attorneys, expert witnesses, and other costs incurred by the District before the court.  The amount of 
the attorney’s fees shall be fixed by the court. 
  
E. A public hearing shall be called by the Board before any enforcement action is undertaken.   
 
F. The Board shall notify the appropriate person or entity alleged to have committed a violation of the 
rules of the District by certified mail return receipt requested or by publication in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the District of the date of the public hearing to hear testimony about the circumstances 
regarding the enforcement action.  Notice must be provided at least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing. 
 
G. Permitted transportation facilities which fail to comply with these rules may be subject to a civil 
penalty to be determined by the Board not to exceed $10,000 per day of violation and each day of continued 
violation constitutes a separate violation. 
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		EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

		The modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer as a result of the desired future condition adopted by the members of Groundwater Management Area 13 is approximately 31,700 acre-feet per year. This is shown divided by county, regional ...

		REQUESTOR:

		Mr. Mike Mahoney of Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District on behalf of Groundwater Management Area 13

		DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST:

		In a letter dated August 31, 2010 and received September 2, 2010, Mr. Mike Mahoney provided the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) with the desired future condition of the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer adopted by the members of Groundwater Management Area 1...

		“In reference to [Groundwater Availability Model] Run T10-012, Table C-1, the committee has considered, the base scenario of an average drawdown of 0.0 feet, Scenario 2.5 an average drawdown of 1 foot, Scenario 3.0 an average drawdown of 1 foot, and S...

		[...] the district members of the Groundwater Management Area 13, adopt Scenario 4.0, and an average drawdown of 2 feet for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer.”

		In response to receiving the adopted desired future condition, the Texas Water Development Board has estimated the modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer in Groundwater Management Area 13.

		METHODS:

		PARAMETERS AND ASSUMPTIONS:

		LIMITATIONS:

		Table 1: Modeled available groundwater for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer in Groundwater Management Area 13.  Results are in acre-feet per year and are divided by county, regional water planning area, and river basin.
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		Figure 1: Map showing the areas covered by the groundwater availability model for the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer.
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