
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 
for Consideration of Resolution 

 
AGENDA REQUESTED:  September 9, 2015 
 
DATE OF REQUEST:  August 21, 2015 
 
INDIVIDUAL TO CONTACT REGARDING CHANGES TO THIS 
REQUEST, IF NEEDED:  Sherry Davis, (512) 239-2141 
 
CAPTION:  Docket No. 2015-0623-RES. Consideration of a resolution to 
extend the term of the Galveston Bay Council (GBC).  
 
The GBC is a 41-member advisory body to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (commission), whose function is to advise the 
commission on the implementation of The Galveston Bay Plan (The Plan), the 
Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan for Galveston Bay. The GBC's 
current expiration date is November 15, 2015. 
 
The resolution would be to extend the term of the GBC for an additional 20 
years. The proposed extension is necessary to ensure compliance of The Plan 
and facilitate effective comprehensive management of Galveston Bay. 
 
The GBC is consistent with the Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110, "State 
Agency Advisory Committees," as well as the requirements of the Federal Clean 
Water Act, Section 320.  (Project No. 2015-005-OTH-NR) (Kerry Niemann, 
Celia Castro) 
 
    

 

L'Oreal W. Stepney, P.E.      __ 
Deputy Director 
 
 
_Sherry L. Davis    _________ 

__Kelly Holligan_________ 
Division Director 
 
 

Agenda Coordinator 
 
 



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Interoffice Memorandum

 
To: 
 
Thru: 
 
 
From: 
 
 
Docket No.:

 
Commissioners 
 
Bridget Bohac, Chief Clerk 
Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Executive Director 
 
L'Oreal W. Stepney, P.E., Deputy Director 
Office of Water  
 
Docket No. 2015-0623-RES

 
Date:  August 21, 2015

 
Subject: Commission Approval for a Resolution to Extend the Term of the Galveston Bay 

Council 
Project No. 2015-005-OTH-NR

 
Requested Action: 
Staff requests approval for a 20-year extension to the Galveston Bay Council (GBC) to November 
15, 2035. 
 
Galveston Bay Council Background: 
The resolution is submitted to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (commission), to 
consider extending the term of the GBC to November 15, 2035. The GBC is an official advisory 
committee to the commission for the Galveston Bay Estuary Program (GBEP).  The GBC was 
created by resolution of the commission on November 21, 1995, and expires November 15, 2015. 
Members serve four-year terms. The terms are staggered such that approximately half of the terms 
expire at the same time.  
 
The GBC helps guide implementation of The Galveston Bay Plan (The Plan), the Comprehensive 
Conservation Management Plan (CCMP) for Galveston Bay, developed under the 1987 Federal 
Clean Water Act (FCWA), §320. The proposed extension is in response to a January 15, 2015, vote 
by the GBC to continue the advisory committee until 2035. The GBC reinforced their desire to 
continue the committee by updating their bylaws.  
 
Companion Project No. 2015-006-OTH-NR, consideration of a resolution to fill membership 
positions on the the GBC is being submitted concurrently. 
 
Galveston Bay Council Composition: 
The Plan, and subsequently the original resolution creating the GBC in 1995, lists 41 entities to 
represent diverse areas of interest in accordance with FCWA, §320. Membership positions are 
grouped into two categories: 
 
Category 1 Named entities:  State and federal agencies; regional entities; and other named 

entities identified in The Plan, due to the direct impact the organization or function 
has on the bay (e.g., San Jacinto River Authority, Galveston Bay Foundation), or 
because that organization represents a coalition of members with a specific interest 
relevant to the bay (e.g., East Harris County Manufacturer's Association, Greater 
Houston Partnership, League of Women Voters)   

 
Category 2 Named interests:  Positions representing a specific interest or group that provides 

balance and diversity (e.g., minority community, commercial fisheries, small local 
government) 
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Under what authority are we taking this action? 
The commission is authorized to establish and maintain advisory committees under Texas Water 
Code (TWC), §5.107. In addition, the commission is charged with implementing The Plan as 
outlined in the Texas Estuaries Act, under TWC, §§5.601 - 5.609.  
 
The Plan directs that the GBC be representative of federal, state, and local natural resource 
agencies; the research community; local government; citizen groups, including representatives 
from low income and minority communities; and other Galveston Bay stakeholders. 
 
Is this resolution required by federal rule or state statute?  Which ones? 
The resolution implements The Plan, specifically the sections governing plan implementation and 
the role and make-up of the GBC. The commission is authorized to establish and maintain advisory 
committees under TWC, §5.107. In addition, the commission is required to implement The Plan as 
outlined in the Texas Estuaries Act, under TWC, §§5.601 - 5.609.  
 
 
What issue(s) or problem(s) are we trying to solve?  
The commission is charged with implementing The Plan. The Plan calls for creation of the GBC to 
guide implementation. Extending the term of the GBC ensures compliance of The Plan and 
facilitates effective comprehensive management of Galveston Bay. 
 
Will there be a fiscal impact?  If so, estimate. 
Federal funding for the GBEP and The Plan, under FCWA, §320, could be jeopardized if the GBC 
does not continue to exist and if its membership is not inclusive of representatives identified in 
FCWA, §320. 
 
Key points in the proposal rulemaking schedule: 
Anticipated agenda date:  September 9, 2015 
 
Agency contacts: 
Sarah Bernhardt, Project Manager, Galveston Bay Estuary Program, (281) 486-1240  
Kerry Niemann, Manager, Water Quality Planning Division, (512) 239-0483 
Celia Castro, Staff Attorney, (512) 239-5692 
Sherry Davis, Agenda Coordinator, (512) 239-2141 
 
 
cc: Chief Clerk, 7 copies 
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A RESOLUTION  To extend the term 
of the Galveston Bay Council;  
Docket No. 2015-0623-RES 

 Project No. 2015-005-OTH-NR 
 

WHEREAS, the former Galveston Bay National Estuary Program, now known as 
the Galveston Bay Estuary Program, was created to provide long-term protection of the 
Galveston Bay system through an ecosystem-wide process of cooperative action and 
management in accordance with The Galveston Bay Plan and consistent with Section 
320 of the federal Clean Water Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Galveston Bay Estuary Program is a program of the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (commission); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Galveston Bay Estuary Program is managed by the commission; 
and 

 

WHEREAS, one element of The Galveston Bay Plan is the Galveston Bay 
Council whose mission is to serve as an advisory committee to the commission and the 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Galveston Bay Council was created by the commission on 
November 21, 1995 and is consistent with 30 Texas Administrative Code §§5.1 - 5.14; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Galveston Bay Council is due to expire as of November 15, 2015, 
unless a new expiration date is established by subsequent commission action; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Galveston Bay Council is diverse and representative of federal, 
state, and local natural resource agencies; the research community; local governments; 
citizen groups, including representatives from low-income and minority communities; 
and other Galveston Bay stakeholders; and 



 
 

WHEREAS, the commission believes that the extension of the Galveston Bay 
Council term is essential to the implementation of The Galveston Bay Plan. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION 

ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY: 

1. The Galveston Bay Council shall hereby continue in existence as an 
advisory committee to the commission. 

2. The Galveston Bay Council will perform the following functions: provide a 
forum for technical and stakeholder group review and input during The 
Galveston Bay Plan implementation; advise the commission staff during 
preparation of progress reports, evaluations, and The Galveston Bay Plan 
updates; authorize and make appointments to subcommittees as necessary; 
assess the success of action plans and initiate revisions; address legislative 
issues and make recommendations to the legislature; advise the 
commission as to annual priorities for implementation of action plans; 
monitor the effectiveness of action taken pursuant to The Galveston Bay 
Plan; and review all federal financial assistance programs and federal 
development projects in accordance with Section 320 of the Federal Clean 
Water Act. 

3. The Galveston Bay Council shall expire as of November 15, 2035, unless a 
different expiration date is established by subsequent commission action. 

4. The Galveston Bay Council shall comply with state law and regulations 
relating to advisory committees. 

 
 
Issue Date: 
 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 
 
 

 
Bryan W. Shaw, Ph.D., P.E., Chairman 
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