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Dear Sir: e

The application of the Taiwan Shrimp Village Association and Arroyo Aquaculture
Association permit No. 03596 for a change in their discharge requirement is a absolute ecological
disaster. If granted thié permit will result not 01ﬂy in the degradation of the Arroya Colorado
water quality but also that of the Laguna Madre. It is my firm belief that the last time these
polluters were éllowed to disch‘arge into the Arroya we saw numerous blooms Qf Black tide which
severely effected the sea grasses in the Laguna Madre as well as almost destroying the Sports

Fishing industry..

This dischérge must not be granted. I urge you to grant not only a public hearing but also
a contested hearing. I will assure you that if this permit if granted will be fought in the legislature
and in the Courts.
.Please do not allow this company to destroy our Laguna Madre and the Ar_foya Colorado!

Regpectfull

Tom Earl Ay%ck
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VALLEY PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC
ROBERT 0. COLLIER, M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Psychiatry & Neurology }
866 West Price Road

Brownsville, Texas 78520
(956) 541-2974
(956) 428-1948

1901 Bell Street, Suite B
Harlingen, Texas 78550
(956) 428-1971

(956) 428-1948
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality _ ,
Atitn: Ms. LaDonna Castanuela ok N A
P.O. Box 13087 o

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

i

|| FEB 26 2008

Re: Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc. and Arroyo Aquaculture Association, Inc.
TPDES Permit No. WQ0003596000

Dear Sirs:

I am requesting a contested case hearing in regards to this matter. Iam unfortunately an
affected person by the fact that my second home, where I spend many nights trying to

- enjoy the scenery and the water, is unfortunately 50 yards east of the dumping ditch for '
the filth farms, also known as Taiwan Shrimp Village and Arroyo Aquaculture
Association. A legal description of my property is Abstract 3-unsubdivided lots 7 and 8§,
SH-19TR-49. The decision of the Executive Director is a travesty. The point source
pollution from the filth farms is gross. Most evenings, well after nightfall, one can sit on
the fishing pier and note a crud line of discharge from the dumping ditch that slowly
spreads like an ugly stain across the water, upstream or downstream, depending on the
tide. The discharge is comparable to sewage, dirt, shrimp and fish feces, rotted food and
rotted crustation, large chunks of algae, and fish particles. God only knows the chemical

makeup of this brew.

I have enclosed a well written article from another one of our expensive and incompetent
state agencies describing the months of “dead zone” we experienced last spring and I am
quite certain that while there are certainly other sources of pollution into the Arroyo
Colorado, that the shrimp farms are far and away the worst, and for that we can thank the
Texas Commission on Environment Quality. 1 have enclosed a copy of the article to
which I refer. Ihave yet to see a chemical analysis of the food that is grown in these
shrimp farms, although certainly one may exist, and I would welcome a copy. ;% = ;
1y (&1 )
These lands for decades were blanketed with herbicides, pesticides, and most 1ik61};; e
heavy metals many years ago and one can assume that these chemicals leech from the o
soil. T am quite certain that you pass the buck and ignore analyzing the shrimp anddish ~°
grown in these ponds, and also as best I know, you have not done any analysis at tﬁc:? =

point source of pollution, i.e., the discharge from the dumping ditch. QS
M
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- Due to your negligence, the Arroyo was a (dead zone) the spring of 2007 thru August of
2007. Surprise! The limit on speckled trout was reduced from 10 to 5 in the lower
Laguna Madre, the only part of the Texas bay system to suffer this reduction. A massive
discharge of filth and algae into a closed, shallow water bay does untold harm. Shame on
you and the parents who raised you.

In closing, increasing the discharge of filth from the shrimp farms into the lower part of
the Arroyo Colorado is a further malfeasance on the part of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Sadly I must assume that the correct lobbyists have been paid and
the correct contributions made to the legislators who oversee this area and this
commission and that this directive is most likely a “done deal.” Ihope to live long
enough that pimping for polluters will be extinct, but I am afraid it is going to be a close
race.

Sincerely,

ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.

ROC:tm



State: Segments of
Valley waters have
>ollution problems

By MELISSA McEVER
melissarn@valleystar.com
956-430-6252

The Rio Grande Valley's mighty river,
inding waterway and environmentalty
nsitive bay all have segments with,
dllution problems that could impact people
1d marine life, according to a state listof
apaired water bodies. _

Portions of the Rio Grande, the Arroyo
olorado and the Laguna Madre have low
issolved oxygen and high bacteria levels,
ad in some areas the problem is growing;
1ys a report released in June by the Texas
ommission on Environmental Quality. The -
zency issues its Texas Water Quality
wentory every two years; along with a list of
rater bodies that have segiments out of
ompliance with federal water-quality
tfandards.’ :

. In the latest inventory, TCEQ used water-
ampling data from 1999 to 2004 to
etermine which waterways were out of -
ompliance, said Brenda Archer, water-
|uality monitoring team leader for TCEQ.
“It's a summary of the problems we
ound,” Archer said. “We're trying to handle
werything on the-list, looking at how we can
mprove.water quality or get.more

See WATER WORRIES % A6

Abave: Chris Caudle, aquatic scientist with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, use

a black light Friday to check water samples for bacteria at TCEQ's water lab in Harlingen. Caudle

- regularly takes samples of the Arroyo Colorado, the Rio Grande and Gulf of Mexico waters to
check for contaminants as part of the Clean Rivers Program. Left: Chris Caudle writes down
information from a data display monitor after calibrating a multi-prabe instrument at TCEQ's
water lab in Harlingen on Friday. The instrument is used to measuré temperature, pH levels and
dissolved oxygen.
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ARROY0 COLORADO
Jrding to TCEQ'’s 2006
vate.~quality inventory —
he newest report — the
roubled Arroyo Colorado,
vhich originates in Mission
ad empties into the Laguna
Aadre, continues to have
ignificant pollution pro-
ilems. The freshwater seg-
nent of the waterway for
ears has had high levels of
scal coliform bacteria —
adicating "the presence of
uman or animal waste in the
Jater — but the 2006 list says
1e problem might have
xtended downstream to the
ortion that mixes with the
ag-~~= Madre. v
. n again, it’s possible
lat heavy rains in 2001 -
sewed the data; suggested
ocky  Freund, deputy
fecutive director for the
oastal Bend division of the
Ueces River Authority. The
Zéncy is in charge of
ithering water-sample data
T the Lower Nueces-Rio

Grande Coastal Basin, which
includes the Arroyo Colorado.
“Whenever there’s a rain
event, it causes a lot of runoff
... which can cause a spike in
bacteria,” Freund said.

The downstream portion
of the arroyo also is plagued
with low dissolved-oxygen
levels, choking ocut fish and
marine life. ,

The arroyo’s pollution
problems are so severe that
the Environmental Protection
Agency has required the
development of a “watershed
protection plan” to address
the causes. The plan is a more
workable solution than

' imposing strict regulations on

the waterway that would be
impossible to meet right now,
TCEQ officials have said.

Several elements have
combined to make the arroyo
polluted and toxic to fish,
including agricultural runoff,
discharge from wastewaters
treatment systems and the
proliferation of oxygen-cho-
king plankton.

The completed Arroyo
Colorado- Watershed Protec-
tion Plan, submitted to TCEQ
in January, proposes several
projects to reduce polluted

According to
TCEQ’s 2006 water-
quality inventory ...

the troubled
Arroyo Colorado ...

continues to have
significant

pollution problems. .

runoff and improve water
quality, said Laura de la
Garza, watershed "coordi-
nater. Those projects include
upgrading wastewater plants
along the arroyo, encouraging
farmers to reduce agricultural
discharges, constructing wet-
lands to treat runoff before it
reaches. the arroyo and in-
creased water monitoring.

It could cost about $65
million to implement the
projects proposed for the next
decade, de la Garza has said.
ﬁum money would come from
state and federal grants, the
North American Develop-
ment Bank and cost-sharing

agreements with cities along

the arroyo.
NADBank already has

-funded a major wastewater-

plant improvement project in
San Benito, and other cites
also have received some fim-
ding to update their waste-
water plants, officials say.

Rio GRANDE
The Rio Grande made
several appearances on TCEQ's

* “impaired Hst,” but only a

couple_ of segments are in the
Rio Grande Valley area. Since
1996, the stretch between the
Rancho Viejo floodway and the
El Jardin Pump Station in
Cameron County — about 7
miles of river — has been on
the list for high bacteria levels,
according to TCEQ.

A wibutary of the Rio
Grande — Arroyo Los Olmos

in Starr County — also is on -

the list for bacteria.

Several segments of the
Rio Grande in Zapata, Val
Verde, Presidic and EI Paso
counties .made the list for
bacteria levels and dissolved
solids. :

A once-troubled section; of
the Rio Grandeis faring better
now, though, according to

2006 Impaired Water Bodies

Every two years, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality re
list of rivers, streams and other water bodies that have areas out of con
with the Clean Water Act. Several Valley water bodies were on the 2
released in late june 2007. oo

The main problems in Valley water bodies are low dissolved-oxygen le
high bacteria levels. Dissolved oxygen in water is necessary to keep 1
marine life alive. Oxygen levels become low as a result of high tempe
saftiness, lack of movement in the water, and the presence of plankt
oxygen-absorbing organisms. Fecal coliform bacteria comes from hu

animal waste. :
Some portions of the Arroyo Colorado and the Donna Reservoir also

“legacy pollutants.” Legacy pollutants are toxic chemicals, like banned pe

that persist in the environment long after their use was prohibited.
Some parts of the Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico were taken
“impaired” list this year because their water quality has improved.”

ARROYO COLORADC Donna Reservoir -
Tidal from Laguna Madre to 100 meters Irrigation reservolr pumped fro
downstream of Cemetery Road, Grande, near dty of Donm
Harlinger: Legacy pollutants in fish tiss
- Bacteria
Low dissolved oxygen ARROYO LOS OLMO
L In Starr County
From Cemetery Road, Cameron County to Bacteria
M 2062, Hidalgo Countty:
Bacteria LAGUNA MADRE
Legacy pollutants in smalimouth buffalo Low dissolved oxygen
Bacteria (in oyster waters)
RIO GRANDE : :
Below Falcon Reservoir, from Rancho GULF OF MEXICO
Vieje floadway to H Jardin Pump Station Port Mansfield to Port Isabs
: Bacteria t Mercury in fish tissue (king mac
. Taken off the list
RIO GRANDE BELOW AMISTAD _ : GULF OF MEXICO
Meets standards for water toxicity Meets dissotved oxygen stand:
What TCEQ recommends

RECREATION — Keep this list in mind when choosing where to swim, boat
You might want to steer clear of high-bacteria areas when swimming.

ASHING — The Texas Department of State Health Services recommends
consumption of smallmouth buffalo from the Aroyo Colorade upstrean
Port of Harlingen and king mackerel from the Gulf of Mexico. Fishing is .
in the Donna Reservoir. Oyster harvesting is currently closed in the L aguna
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gment of the river from the
Pharr International Bridge to
Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge was on the list for high,
bacteria levels, and the
agency reported concerns
over drinking water drawn
from the area. That segment
is off the 2006 list completely.

Although pollution pro-

. blems persist in the Rio

Grande, the situation is impro-
ving, said Carlos Rubinstein,
Rio Grande watermaster and
area director for TCEQ-Region
15, which includes the Valley.

“We've had infrastructure
improvements on both sides
of the river and those will
clearly assist in water quality,”
Rubinstein said.

However, he added, those
improvements might not be
enough to get the Rio Grande
off - the impaired list
completely. Many elements
influence the Rio Grande's
water quality, and the United
States only has partial
control over those elements,
he said.

Several cities in Mexico

routinely discharge waste-
water into the Rio Grande,
and agricultural runoff also

makes its way into the river,’

he said. Failing septic tanks,
wildlife pressures and a
variety of other polluters —
even people overfertilizing
their lawns — all contribute to
the problem, Rubinstein said.
NADBank has recently
funded wastewater-improve-
ment projects in Ciudad
Acuila, Nuevo Laredo, Mata-
moros and Reynosa, which
could help improve the Rio
Grande's water quality, TCEQ
officials said. :
“We have the right kinds of
investments in place,” said
Steve Niemeyer, TCEQ policy
analyst for border affairs.
Valley residents can make
a difference in the- Rio
Grande's water quality,

[UDLISLEIN S

“Ask yourseu, what am I
doing to degrade the water
quality?” he said. He sug-

. gested fixing ailing -septic

tanks, cleaning up after pets
and carefully considering
what chemicals you use on
your lawn. '

“What we do individually
affects the river,” Rubinstein
said.

LAGUNA MADRE AND
GULF oF MEXICO

The Laguna Madre is on
the impaired list for two
reasons: bacteria levels in
oyster waters and low
dissolved oxygen levels near
the Arroyo Colorado,

Most of the state's bays were
put on the impaired list in 2006
because the Texas Department
of State Health Services has
concluded that oysters in the
bays might contain bacteria or
biotoxins like red tide.
Harvesting oysters in all bays
but Galveston Bay is curently
prohibited, according to
DSHS. .

TCEQ plans to investigate
bacteria contamination in the
Laguna Madbre's oyster beds at-
some point in the future,

. Archer said.

The bay also has low
oxygen levels at its con-
fluence with the Arroyo Colo-
rado. The state is currently
trying to determine whether a
shallow estuary system like
the Laguna Madre should be
subject to the same water-
quality standards ‘as other
water bodies, or if those
standards should be adjusted.

In earlier surveys, TCEQ
determined the bay is still
safe for recreational ‘and
general use,

The Gulf of Mexico ‘also
appears on TCEQ's list
because of mercury levels in
one type of fish — the king
.mackerel. 'DSHS issued .an
advisory in 1997 that people
should limit intake of king
mackerel from the Gulf.

One water-quality para-
meter has improved in the
Gulf, according to TCEQ —
the coastal waters are no
longer on the list for having,
low dissolved-oxygen levels.
That means aquatic life,

which - needs  dissolved
oxygen to survive, can
flourish 'in the Gulf,

Rubinstein, of TCEQ,
suggested that residents and
visitors to the Valley’s water
bodies keep thie survey results
in mind when swimming,
fishing or wading, Some areas
are polluted, but others are
well within healthy limits, he
said. '

“Use this data when you're
choosing where to recreate,”

. Rubinstein said. “Any area-

where there is an impair-
ment, take that into con-
To comment on:

sideration.”
Water worries
visit wwwualleystar'com and

scroll to the bottom of the
story,

ONLINE
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Attn: Ms. LaDonna Castanuela — e oo
““ {/ i o C“:
P.0. Box 13087 ByY___ ML ~ &
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc. and Arroyo Aquaculture Association, Inc.
TPDES Permit No. WQ0003596000

Dear Sirs:

I am requesting a contested case hearing in regards to this matter. Iam unfortunately an
affected person by the fact that my second home, where I spend many nights trying to
enjoy the scenery and the water, is unfortunately 50 yards east of the dumping ditch for
the filth farms, also known as Taiwan Shrimp Village and Arroyo Aquaculture
Association. A legal description of my property is Abstract 3-unsubdivided lots 7 and 8,
SH-19TR-49. The decision of the Executive Director is a travesty. The point source
pollution from the filth farms is gross. Most evenings, well after nightfall, one can sit on
the fishing pier and note a crud line of discharge from the dumping ditch that slowly
spreads like an ugly stain across the water, upstream or downstream, depending on the
tide. The discharge is comparable to sewage, dirt, shrimp and fish feces, rotted food and
rotted crustation, large chunks of algae, and fish particles. God only knows the chemical
makeup of this brew.

I have enclosed a weil written article from another one of our expensive and incompetent
state agencies describing the months of “dead zone” we experienced last spring and I am
quite certain that while there are certainly other sources of pollution into the Arroyo
Colorado, that the shrimp farms are far and away the worst, and for that we can thank the
Texas Commission on Environment Quality. Ihave enclosed a copy of the article to
which I refer. Ihave yet to see a chemical analysis of the food that is grown in these
shrimp farms, although certainly one may exist, and I would welcome a copy.

These lands for decades were blanketed with herbicides, pesticides, and most likely
heavy metals many years ago and one can assume that these chemicals leech from the
soil. T am quite certain that you pass the buck and ignore analyzing the shrimp and fish
grown in these ponds, and also as best I know, you have not done any analysis at the
point source of pollution, i.e., the discharge from the dumping ditch.



Due to your negligence, the Arroyo was a (dead zone) the spring of 2007 thru August of
2007. Surprise! The limit on speckled trout was reduced from 10 to 5 in the lower
Laguna Madre, the only part of the Texas bay system to suffer this reduction. A massive
discharge of filth and algae into a closed, shallow water bay does untold harm. Shame on
you and the parents who raised you.

In closing, increasing the discharge of filth from the shrimp farms into the lower part of
the Arroyo Colorado is a further malfeasance on the part of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Sadly [ must assume that the correct lobbyists have been paid and
the correct contributions made to the legislators who oversee this area and this
commission and that this directive is most likely a “done deal.” I hope to live long
enough that pimping for polluters will be extinct, but I am afraid it is going to be a close
race.

Sincerely,

ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.

ROC:tm



State: Segments of
Valley waters have
pollution problems

~ By MELISSA McEVER
melissam@valleystar.com
956-430-6252

The Rio Grande Valley's mighty river,
inding waterway and environmentaity
:nsitive bay all have segments with
ollution problems that could impact people
ad marine life, according to a state listof
npaired water bodies. .

Portions of'the Rio Grande, the Arroyo
olorado and the Laguna Madre have low
issolved oxygen and high bacteria levels,
nd in some areas the problem is growing;
1ys a report released in June by the Texas
emmission on Environmental Quality, The -
gency issues its Texas Water Quality
wentory every two years; along with a list of
rater bodies that have seginents out of
ompliance with federal water-quality
tandards.’ ) .

~ In the latest inventory, TCEQ used water-
ampling data from 1999 to 2004 to
letermine which waterways were out of -
ompliance, said Brenda Archer, water-
|uality monitoring team leader for TCEQ.

“It's a summary of the problems we

ound,” Archer said. “We're trying to handle
werything on the-list, looking at how we can
mprove watexr quality or get more

See WATER WORRIES X A6

Joe Hermosa/Valley

Abave: Chris Caudle, aquatic scientist with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, use

a black light Friday to check water samples for bacteria at TCEQ's water lab in Harlingen. Caudle
 regularly takes samples of the Arroyo Colorado, the Rio Grande and Gulf of Mexico waters to
check for contaminants as part of the Clean Rivers Program, Left: Chris Caudle writes down
information from a data display monitor after calibrating a multi-prabe instrument at TCEQ's
water lab in Harlingen on Friday. The instrument is used to measuré temperature, pH levels and
dissolved Oxygen.

Morning Sti

)
A




(QenD) [eIUSLLUONAUT UO UOISSILILIOY SBX3] B2IN0S L

"ipepy eunde ayy uf pasojp ApUaLInD s) SunsaAtey 181sA0 “JOAI3S3Y BUUOQ 3L Uf

pauureq s1 8ullysyy “0aXay 4O 4iN9 3Y) woy jauaoew Sup| plre usBuiped Jo 1od

32 Jo weansdn opelojo) oAQuy 3y Way ofeyng NoWNeWs jo uondiunsuod

Suniu SPUBLILICIA! SAIAISS Yijesy el 4O Jusunredaq sexa] Yl — DNIHSH
. “BULWIMS Usm seare eUa1oeq-ySIY JO B30 13315 03 UM JYSIL NOK_

Usy 10 120q ‘Wiims 03 alsym Suisooyd UBYM PURE U 157 s dasy — NOLLYRDTY

spuswiodal DIDL IRYM

SPIRpURIS UaSAXC PaAjOSSIP S133W
O02DAW 404119

£3101x03 Jajem JoJ SpIBpUEIS S133l
QYISIAY MOHE 3ANVYO ON

sl ay) Jouaye] -

(1122w Bupy) anssiy ysy ur Kinossyy
. [Bqesi1iod 0} piaysten Jod
O2DAW 40 41N9

(sz03em Jaysho i) eusyoeg
u3gfxo parjossip Mo

TAYN YNNOVYT

BlIRpORG
funod g )
SOWTO SOTOAOYYY

anssiy ysi hg spenjjod Hela
‘BUUOq Jo A3 1eay ‘spuess)
ofy twoy paduind joasasas LogyeSiuy
JjoAJ9s3Y BUUOQ

. BUapeg | .
uogyeys dimg Upie( [ 03 fempooy ofeip
QUouTy Wol "JOAIISSY LR MOl
JANYYO ON

OjeHNg Winouwiews ut gueinyjod £oeSay
eliayIRg
o3 oB[piH 7907 Y
03 A4uno) vassure) peoy Kiajeuse) oy
u334x0 paAjossIp Mo \
BIaPRy -
Tadurer
‘peoy Lsjewa) Jo uresnsuMap
SJ333UW 0ol 03 2Jpey eundey Woy [epiL
0QV0TO0D OACHEY

parouduy sey Ajenb Jayem Jiayy asnedaq seak sty 3y pareduw,
313 JJO. Usxel 313M 0Xa JO 49 BY3 pue Spuein ofy aUz Jo sued atuog

"PaYqIyoud sem 3sn 2y} 1314e BUo] JSLIUONAUS =iy Uy 3sisiad 18wy ,

‘sapiysad pauueq a1 ‘seoruaYd oixo3 a2 spueyrijjod AoeSay Jsiueinjjod £oelay,
UIRILOD OSJe JOAI3sSY BUUOQ 3y} pue opesojo) ofoLly 3y} Jo suogiod slog

'9ISeM Jetlijue

10 Leluny woy sawod ewaldeq wiogjod jeey suisiuello Suiqiosqe-ualfxo
pue uopjueid Jo @duasaid ayy pue sajem ayi ul JuslaAoW JO }oE ‘Ssaumyes
‘samyeradwal Y31y Jo yynsal e se mo| BW033q sj8A3) UsBAXQ aAlje 3y auLew
pue ysy dsay o} Alesssau si Jayem U uaSAx0 paAjossiq “sjeAs) BUa1Eq Y3y
pue sj2A3] Ua3AX0-PaAjossip Moj ale saipog Jayem AajjeA uj swajqoud rewy ayl

/007 3unf a3e| Ui pasesjal

51} 9007 3y3 UO 313M $31pOg Jajem A3]JeA [RIBASS oY JaIEA UBS]) 3U YliM
33ue)jduIod Jo 3N0 SPale ARy JRU) S3IPOG JATEM JAYI0 PUR SLIRALS SIAL 103s))
B 53sE3Jal ANEND) [RIUBWUOIALY UO UOISSIUILISY Sexa] 33 ‘sieak omy A13Ag

salpog Jajepm paireduwij 9007

01 Surpioooe ‘ySnoyy Mmou
Teneq SULTe] ST SPUBID) Oy o1
J0 U085 PI[qNOR-30U0 v
- "SpIjOS
D3AOSSIP PUE $[2A9] BHS10Rq
I0] 1ST] SIfI 9PEUI’ S8TIUNOD
0sed Td Pue opisaig ‘episp
BA ‘Biedez uy spuein ory
971 Jo simourdos [BILARG
"BLI810BQ 10] IST] o1
-0 st osfe — Ajumo) 1reig U
SOWQ 50T OAOLTY — apleIn
O oy jo Awmqn vy
"OHDL 01 Surpioooe
'S[2A97 BLISI0Rq YSN 10§ 15T o1
U0 U98q SBY — ISAIT JO oIt
L moqe — Ajuno) uoiouren)
o uonels dumd wpref [
81 pue Aempoof oferA oyouey
9T UsaMIdq UDIRTS o1 ‘96T
3JUlS “Bare As[eA SpuURI Ory
913 I aTe syuawr3ss 36-9idnoo
® Ao nq 9sy peredum,
5, 08D uo seoueresdde [e1anas
9pEW Spuel) Oy oyl
HANVES) OIy

- Kes speromo ‘suerd miem
-e1sem 191 exepdn o3 Sump
-UIJ SWIOS PAAIS0aI SABT] OS[R
SOND IS0 pue ‘Ojusg weS
 109fo1d yuswesoidur erd
~19]EMBISem Iofewn B papuny
seq  Apeame  YuegqvN

"of01re Oy
Suore senp M syusuIsarSe

BurTeYS-1500 pUE YURg JUeWT
-dofeas@ ueomeWYy TION
91 ‘SIUeIS [eIspa] puE o1EIS
oIy 8102 pnom Astow o
"PIES SBY BZIBD) B[ 8D ‘OpEBOSp
1XaU 811 107 pasodoid sosfoid
oI Jueweldw 01 wor:
G9$ IMoge 1502 Pmoo jJ
“SupIoIOUr I9JeM PasesID
-Ul pue OAOIle I} ‘sayoeer
31 810J9q JOUNI 18ST) 0} SPUR]
-1am Bunonmsuoa ‘sereyosip
[BTMOLISE 80NPa3 0] SISTITE]
SurSemoous ‘0fo1re o Suoe
syued 1eyemaisem SurpeiSdn
apupur swsfoid asoyy, 103eU
-TpI00D  paysIaleM ‘BzIeD)
B[ op eme] pres ‘“Aienb
Isyem asordurr pue Foumni

- 'swiajqouid uonnyjod
Juesjiudis
aARY 0} SaNUIIUOD

** opeio)o) ofoLiy
pejqnoi ay3

sos A,[:_O.].UEAU! K,}!]El‘llb

-133eM 9007 s.DIDL
03 Suiplodoy

painfjod eomps1 01 sieafoid
[B18a9s sasodoid Lreniuef w
OHDJ 01 penruIqns ‘wejg uon
-09]017 DaSIfIBAL OPEBIO[OD
oforry peyerdwmos ayy

. ‘uopjuerd Supy
-0-usdAxo jo uoperspoid
3] PUB SUIS)SAS 1UIUNESI]
rIalemalsem wiog 98Ieyosp
Founs rermonsSe Surpnpour
‘Usg 01 ool pue peanpod
0AOLTE 511 BB 0} PIUTGTIOD
9ARY SIUSTUS[Z [BIOARS

"PTES 8ARY STELHO OFDL
‘MO TYSIT 1951 03 ajqrssod
3q PMom 1ey; Aemiazem oy}
uo suopemSar1orns Sursodum
Ueyl uomn[os  a[qexIom
eI10wI ® ST Ueld a1]], "sesnied a1
ssaippe 01  ueyd uwonoasjord

paYysIaieMm, e Jo Jusmdo[aaap

oy1 paimbar sey Aoua8y
T0N29101] [EIUSTIIONAUY 9T
10} 919438 0§ ore swe[qord
vonnod sofome eyy
_ "8J1] SULIBLI
PUe Usg 1o Supjoyd ‘s[aas]
Us84X0-PIATOSSID mo] om
panSerd st ose ofoxre a1 Jo
uoptod UIBSHSUMOD YT,
"PTeS pumnaiq , ‘eriaioeq
ur a31ds B asnes wed yorym
JJOUNI IO 10] & S2sNE0 1] ‘JUans
UIBI B S2I91[] IDASUSUAM,,
‘OpPBIO[O]) 0AOLTY 311 S9pnoUI
YoM ‘UISeg [BISBOD) 9pURID)

OT-SS09NN IamoT
elep ordutes-Isrem S
Jo eSmwy ur s

oYL Anomny Isary
91 JO UOISIAID puag
913 I0] 10198IIp a4
Amndep.  ‘pumaig

pe1sa83ns ‘erep e

- 1007 Ul surer Aaes

arqrssod s31 ‘urede t
: "9IpRJ
91 QM SIXTUI JeT
91} 01 WBANSUMOp P&
9ABY 1USMU WI]qO:
shes 157y 900¢ 913 1ngq —
97} UI 91SEM [BILTUER 10 1
Jo soussard ey Sur
— BII010BQ WIIOJ|0I
JO s[eAs] ySIq pey set
10y Aemierem a1y Jo
-89s I91EMySel oyT -
-oxd wonnpod jues
9ABRY 0] SONURUOY &
eunge] ot oyur ssndu
UOISSTAl T Sayeursuo
‘OpeIo[0) oAoiry pa
93 — 110da1 1sama
— Asoyueaur Appenb-
900z S.OHDL 01 SumpIo:
0avE010D) 0X0WT

77
it

uoRU

21  noge

1V WOM4

SINYOM ¥3L

ONINYOW AITIVA

lV 39Vd WOYd dINNILNOD

£007 ‘TT Anf ‘Aepung x



TPBQ data. In 2002, a

nent of the river from the
Fuaxr International Bridge to
Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge was on the list for high,
bacteria levels, and the
agency reported concerns
over drinking water drawn
from the area. That segment
is off the 2006 list completely.

Although pollution pro-
blems persist in the Rio
Grande, the situation is impro-
ving, said Carlos Rubinstein,
Rio Grande watermaster and
area director for TCEQ-Region
15, which includes the Valley.

“We've had infrastructure
improvements on both sides
of the river and those will
clearly assist in water quality,”
Rubinstein said.

However, he added, those
improvements might not be
enough to get the Rio Grande
off - the impaired list
completely, Many elements
influence the Rio Grande's
water guality, and the United
States only has partial
control over those elements,
he said,

Several cities in Mexico

routinely discharge waste-
water into the Rio Grande,
and agricultural runoff also

makes its way into the river,”

he said. Failing septic tanks,
wildlife pressures and a
variety of other polluters —
even people overfertilizing
their lawns — all contribute to
the problem, Rubinstein said.
NADBank has recently
funded wastewater-improve-
ment projects in Ciudad
Acufia, Nuevo Laredo, Mata-
moros and Reynosa, which
could help improve the Rio
Grande's water quality, TCEQ
officials said. :
“We have the right kinds of
investments in place,” said
Steve Niemeyer, TCEQ policy
analyst for border affairs, -
Valley residents can make
a difference in the- Rio
Grande's  water quality,

Rubinstein saic

“Ask yourseli, what am I
doing to degrade the water
quality?” he said. He sug-

- gested fixing ailing .septic

tanks, cleaning up after pets
and carefully considering
what chemicals you use on
your lawn, '

“What we do individually
affects the river” Rubinstein
said,

LAGUNA MADRE AND
GuLr oF Mmxico

The Laguna Madre is on
the impaired list for two
reasons: bacteria levels in
oyster waters and low
dissolved oxygen levels near
the Arroyo Colorado.

Most of the state's bays were
puton the impaired list in 2006
because the Texas Department
of State Health Services has
concluded that oysters in the

- bays might contain bacteria or

biotexins like red tide.
Harvedting oysters in all bays
but Galveston Bay is currently
prohibited, according 1o
DSHS. .
TCEQ plans to investigate
bacteria contamination in the

Laguna Madre’s oyster beds at.

some point in the future,

. Archer said,

The bay also has low
oxygen levels at its con-
fluence with the Arroyo Colo-
rado. The state is currently
trying to determine whether a
shallow estuary system like
the Laguna Madre should be
subject to the same water-
quality standards ‘as other
water bodies, or if those
standards should be adjusted.

In earlier surveys, TCEQ
determined the bay is still
safe for recreational ‘and
general use,

The Gulf of Mexico ‘also-

appears on TCEQ's list
because of mercury levels in
one type of fish — the king

.mackerel, 'DSHS issued .an

advisory in' 1997 that people

should limit intake of ‘king

mackerel from the Gulf,
One water-quality para-
meter has improved in the

Gulf, according to TCEQ —

the coastal waters are no
longer on the list for' having.
low dissolved-oxygen levels,
That means aquatic life,
which - needs ~ dissolved
oxygen to  survive, can
flourish'in the Gulf,
Rubinstein, of TCEQ,
suggested that residents and
visitors to the Valley's water
bodies keep the survey results
in mind when swimming,
fishing or wading. Some areas
are polluted, but others are
well within healthy iimits, he
said. ' )
“Use this data when you're
choosing where to recreate,”

Rubinstein said. “Any area-
" where there is an impair-
ment, take that into cop-
sideration.”

To comment on; \J%
Water worrles
Visit wwwuvalleystaricom and

scrolf to the bottom of the
story.

ONLINE
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality WhE 262008
Attn: Ms. LaDonna Castanuela Y
P.O. Box 13087 -
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc. and Arroyo Aquaculture Association, Inc.
TPDES Permit No. WQ0003596000

Dear Sirs:

I am requesting a contested case hearing in regards to this matter. I am unfortunately an
affected person by the fact that my second home, where I spend many nights trying to
enjoy the scenery and the water, is unfortunately 50 yards east of the dumping ditch for
the filth farms, also known as Taiwan Shrimp Village and Arroyo Aquaculture
Association. A legal description of my property is Abstract 3-unsubdivided lots 7 and 8,
SH-19TR-49. The decision of the Executive Director is a travesty. The point source
pollution from the filth farms is gross. Most evenings, well after nightfall, one can sit on
the fishing pier and note a crud line of discharge from the dumping ditch that slowly
spreads like an ugly stain across the water, upstream or downstream, depending on the
tide. The discharge is comparable to sewage, dirt, shrimp and fish feces, rotted food and
rotted crustation, large chunks of algae, and fish particles. God only knows the chemical
makeup of this brew.

I have enclosed a well written article from another one of our expensive and incompetent
state agencies describing the months of “dead zone” we experienced last spring and I am
quite certain that while there are certainly other sources of pollution into the Arroyo
Colorado, that the shrimp farms are far and away the worst, and for that we can thank the
Texas Commission on Environment Quality. Ihave enclosed a copy of the article to
which I refer. 1have vet to see a chemical analysis of the food that is grown in these
shrimp farms, although certainly one may exist, and I would welcome a copy.

These lands for decades were blanketed with herbicides, pesticides, and most likely
heavy metals many years ago and one can assume that these chemicals leech from the
soil. I am quite certain that you pass the buck and ignore analyzing the shrimp and fish
grown in these ponds, and also as best I know, you have not done any analysis at the
point source of pollution, i.e., the discharge from the dumping ditch.



Due to your negligence, the Arroyo was a (dead zone) the spring of 2007 thru August of
2007. Surprise! The limit on speckled trout was reduced from 10 to 5 in the lower
Laguna Madre, the only part of the Texas bay system to suffer this reduction. A massive
discharge of filth and algae into a closed, shallow water bay does untold harm. Shame on
you and the parents who raised you.

In closing, increasing the discharge of filth from the shrimp farms into the lower part of
the Arroyo Colorado is a further malfeasance on the part of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Sadly I must assume that the correct lobbyists have been paid and
the correct contributions made to the legislators who oversee this area and this
commission and that this directive is most likely a “done deal.” I hope to live long
enough that pimping for polluters will be extinct, but I am afraid it is going to be a close
race. »

. Sincerely,

"

ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.

ROC:tm



~ verything on thelist, looking at how we can

State: Segments of
Valley waters have
ollution problems -

By MELISSA McEVER
melissam@valleystar.com
956-430-6252

The Rio Grande Valley's mighty river,
inding watérway and environmentally
msitive bay all have segments with BT
sllution problems that could impact people
1d marine life, according to a state listof
apaired water bodies. : .

Portions of the Rio Grande, the Arroyo
olorado and the Laguna Madre have low
ssolved oxygen and high bacteria levels,
1d in some areas the problem is growing;
tys a report released in June by the Texas
ommission on Environmental Quality. The -
zency issues its Texas Watgr Quality
wentory every two years; along with a list of
ater bodies that have segments out of
ompliance with federal water-quality
andards.’ )

In the latest inventory, TCEQ used water-
ampling data from 1999 to 2004 to
etermine which waterways were out of -
ompliance, said Brenda Archer, water-
uality monitoring team leader for TCEQ.

“It's a summary of the problems we
ound,” Archer said. “We're trying to handle

mprove.water quality or get.morxe

See WATER WORRIES % A6

Joe Hermosa/Valley Morning Sti
Abave: Chris Caudle, aquatic scientist with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, use
a black light Friday to check water samples for bacteria at TCEQ's water lab in Harlingen. Caudle
* regularly takes samples of the Arroyo Colorado, the Rio Grande and Gulf of Mexico waters to
check for contaminants as part of the Clean Rivers Program. Left: Chris Caudle writes down
information from a data display monitor after calibrating a multi-probe instrument at TCEQs
water lab in Harlingen on Friday. The instrument is used to measuré temperature, pH levels and
1 dissolved oxygen.
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Arro¥0 COLORADO
According to TCEQ's 2006
ter-quality inventory —
. newest report — the
ubled Arroyo Colorado,
ich originates in Mission
1 empties into the Laguna
idre, coitinues to have
nificant pollution pro-
:ms. The freshwater seg-
;nt of the waterway for
irs has had high levels of
:al coliform bacteria —
licating "the presence of
man or animal waste in the
‘ter — but the 2006 list says
> problem might have
ended downstream to the
rtion that mixes with the
guna Madre. -
Then again, it's possible

it heavy rains in 2001 -

swed the data; suggested
cky  Freund, deputy
scutive director for the
-astal Bend division of the
leces River Authority. The
ency is in charge of
thering water-sample data
: the Lower Nueces-Rio

Grande Coastal Basin, which
includes the Arroyo Colorado.
“Whenever there’s a rain
event, it causes a lot of runoff
... which can cause a spike in
bacteria,” Freund said.

The downstream portion
of the arroyo also is plagued
with low dissolved-oxygen
levels, choking out fish and
marine life.

The arroyo’s pollution
problems are so severe that
the Environmental Protection
Agency has required the
development of a “watershed
protection plan” to address
the causes. The plan is amore
workable solution than

" imposing strict regulations on

the waterway that would be
impossible to meet right now,
TCEQ officials have said.

Several elements have
combined to make the arroyo
polluted and toxic to fish,
including agricultural runoff,
discharge from wastewaters
treatment systems and the
proliferation of oxygen-cho-
king plankton.

The completed: Arroyo
Colorado Watershed Protec-
tion Plan, submitted to TCEQ
in January, proposes several
projests to reduce polluted

According to
TCEQ’s 2006 water-
quality inventory ...
the troubled
Arroyo Colorado ...
continues to have
significant
pollution problems. -

runoff and improve water
quality, said Laura de la
Garza, iwatershed coordi-
nator. Those projects include
upgrading wastewater plants
along the arroyo, encouraging
farmers to reduce agricultural
discharges, constructing wet-
lands to treat runoff before it
reaches. the arroyo and in-
creased water monitoring.

Tt could cost about $65
million to implement the
projects proposed for the next
decade, de la Garza has said.

e money would come from
state and federal grants, the
North American Develop-
ment Bank and cost-sharing

agreements with cities along
the atroyo.

NADBank already has
funded a major wastewater-
plant improvement project in
San Benito, and other cities
also have received some fun-
ding to update their waste-
water plants, officials say.

Rio GRANDE
The Rio Grande made
several appearances on TCEQ's
“impaired list,” but only a
couplé.of segments are in the
Rio Grande Valley area. Since

. 1996, the stretch between the

Rancho Viejo floodway and the
El Jardin Pump Station in
Cameron County — about 7
miles of river — has been on
the list for high bacteria levels,
according to TCEQ.

A tributary of the Rio
Grande — Arroyo Los Olmos

in Starr County — also is on-

the list for bacteria.

Several segments of the
Rio Grande in Zapata, Val
Verde, Presidio and El Paso.
counties .made the. list for
bacteria levels and dissolved
solids. .

A once-troubled section of

- the Rio Grande s faring better

now, though, according to

2006 Impaired Water Bodies

Every two years, the Texas Comimission on Environmental Quality
fist of rivers, streams and other water bodies that have areas out of cc
with the Clean Water Act. Several Valley water bodies were on the
released in late June 2007 .

The main problems in Valley water bodies are low dissolved-oxy~—4
high bacteria levels. Dissolved oxygen in water is necessary to
marine life alive. Oxygen levels become low as a result of high temg
saltiness, lack of movement in the water, and the presenice of plan!
oxygen-absorbing organisms. Fecal coliform bacteria comes from i
animal waste. ‘

Some portions of the Arroyo Colorado and the Donna Reservoir alst
“legacy pollutants” Legacy pollutants are toxic chemicals, like banned pt
that persist in the environment long after their use was prohibited.

Some parts of the Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico were taker
“impaired” list this year because their water quality has improved.

ARRQYO COLORADO Donna Reservoir

Tidal from Laguna Madre to 100 meters Iirigation reservoir ;_;umped fre
downstream of Cemetery Road, Grande, near ity of Donr
Harlinger Legacy pollutants in fishtis.

- Bacteria
Low dissolved oxygen ARROYO LOS OLMO
N In Starr County
From Cemetery Road, Cameron County to Bacteria
M 2062, Hidalgo County:
Bacteria LAGUNA MADRE
Legacy pollutants in smallmouth buffalo Low dissolved or
‘ Bacteria (in oyster » -5
RIO GRANDE

Below Falcon Reservoir, from Rancho GULF OF MEXICO
Viejo floodway to El Jardin Pump Station Port Mansfield to Port Isab
: Bacteria C Mercury in fish tissue (king ma

Taken off the list

" RIO GRANDE BELOW AMISTAD | GULF OF MEXICO

Meets standards for water toxicity Meets dissolved oxygen stand
What TCEQ recommends

RECREATION — Keep this list in mind when choosing where to swim, boat
“You might wart to steer clear of high-bacteria areas when swimming.

ASHING — The Texas Department of State Health Services recommends
consumption of smallmouth buffalo from the Arroya Colorado upctrear
Port of Harlingen and king mackerel from the Gulf of Mexico. Fishing is
in the Dorna Reservoir. Oyster harvesting is currently closed in the Laguni
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TPEQ data,  in 2002, a
nent of the river from the
Fuarr International Bridge to
Sunta Ana National Wildlife
Refuge was on the list for high
bacieria  levels, and the
agency reported concerns
over drinking water drawn
from the area. That segrnent
is off the 20086 ligt completely.
Although  pollution pro-
blems persist in the Rio
Grande, the shation is impiro-
ving, said Carlos Rubinstein,
Rio Grande watermaster and
area director for TCECQ) Region
15, which includes the Valley.

"We've had infrastructire
improvements on both sides
af the river and those will
clearly assist in water qualiy,”
Rubinstein suid.

However, he added, those
improvements might not be
enough to get the Rio Grande
off the  impaired list
completely. Many elemients
influence the Rio Grande's
water quality, and the United
States  only has partial
conirol over those elements,
he said,

Several cities in Mexico -

routinely discharge waste-
water into the Rio Grande,
and agricultural runoff also

makes its way into the river,’

he said. Failing septic tanks,
wildlife pressures and g
variety of other polluters —
even people overfertilizing
their lawns — all contribute to
the problem, Rubinstein said.

NADBank has recently
funded wastewaler-improve-
ment projects in Ciudad
Acufia, Nuevo Laredo, Mata-
moros and Reynosa, which
could help improve the Rio

Grande's water quality, TCEQ )

officiuls said,

“We have the right kinds of
investments in place,” said
Steve Niemeyer, TCBEQ policy
analyst for border affairs.

Valley residents can malke
a difference in the- Rio
Grande's  water “quality,

iy
:43\‘1‘ By o
ﬁLﬂ:{"' 6"

Rubinstein saic

“Ask yoursel., what am I
doing to degrade the water
qualiry?” he said. He sug-
gested fixing ailing septic
tanks, cleaning up afier pes
and carefully considering
what chernicals you use on
your lawn,

“What we do individually
affects the river,” Rubinsiein
said,

LAGUNA MADRE AND
Guwr or Mexico

The Laguna Madre js on
the impaired list for two
reasons: bacteria levels in
oyster  waters and low
dissolved oxygen levels near
the Arroyo Colorado,

Mostof the state’s bays were
put on the impaived list in 2006
because the Texas Department
of State Health Services hus
concluded that oysters in the
bays might contain bacteria or
biotoxins like red rtide.
Harvesting oysters in all bays
but Galveston Bay is currently
prohibiled, according to
DSHS. .

TCEQ plans to investigate
bacteria contamination in the
Laguna Madre's oyster beds at
some point in the furure,
Archer said,

The bay also has low
oxygen levels at its con-
fuence with the Arroyo Colo-
rado. The state is currently
trying to determine whether a
shallow estuary system like
the Laguna Madre should be
subject to the same water-
quality standards as other
water bodies, or if those
standards should be adjusted.

In earlier surveys, TCEQ
determined the bay is still
safe for recreational ‘and
general use,

The Gulf of Mexico also
appears  on  TCRQ's . list
because of mercury levels in
one type of fish — the king

. mackerel,  DSHS' issued .an

advisory in 1997 that people
should limit intake of king
mackerel from ihe Gulf, '

One water-quality para-
meter has improved in the
Gull, according to TCEQ —
the coastal waters are no
longer on the lList for having.
low dissolved-oxygen levels,
That  meuns aquatic  life,

which  needs  digsolved
Oxypen to (illl'ViVﬁ, (#1133}
Aourish'in the Gulf,

Lubinstein, of TG,
suggested that residents: ayg
visitors to the Valley’s water
bodies keep the survey resulls
in mind when swimming,
fishing or wading. Some areas
are polluted, bul others are
well within healthy jimits, he
said, ’

- "Use this data whep, you're

choosing where to recreate,”
Rubinsiein said, "Any area
where there s anp impair-
ment, take that into con-
sideration.”

ONLINE x‘ﬁ
R L S
To cornment on;

Water worries

visit wwwvalleystur.com and
scroll to the bottom of the
story.
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Attn: Ms. LaDonna Castanuela

P.0. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

866 West Price Road

Brownsville, Texas 78520

(956) 541-2974
(956) 4281948
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Re: Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc. and Arroyo Aquaculture Association, Inc.

TPDES Permit No. WQ0003596000

Dear- Sirs:

I am requesting a contested case hearing in regards to this matter. I am unfortunately an
affected person by the fact that my second home, where I spend many nights trying to
enjoy the scenery and the water, is unfortunately 50 yards east of the dumping ditch for
the filth farms, also known as Taiwan Shrimp Village and Arroyo Aquaculture

Association. A legal description of my property is Abstract 3-unsubdivided lots 7 and 8,

SH-19TR-49. The decision of the Executive Director is a travesty. The point source

- pollution from the filth farms is gross. Most evenings, well after nightfall, one can sit on
the fishing pier and note a crud line of discharge from the dumping ditch that slowly

spreads like an ugly stain across the water, upstream or downstream, depending on the

tide. The discharge is comparable to sewage, dirt, shrimp and fish feces, rotted food and
rotted crustation, large chunks of algae, and fish particles. God only knows the chemical

makeup of this brew.

I have enclosed a well written article from another one of our expensive and incompetent
state agencies describing the months of “dead zone” we experienced last spring and I am

quite certain that while there are certainly other sources of pollution into the Arroyo

Colorado, that the shrimp farms are far and away the worst, and for that we can thank the

Texas Commission on Environment Quality. Ihave enclosed a copy of the article to
which I refer. Ihave yet to see a chemical analysis of the food that is grown in these

shrimp farms, although certainly one may exist, and I would welcome a copy.

These lands for decades were blanketed with herbicides, pesticides, and most likely
heavy metals many years ago and one can assume that these chemicals leech from the

soil. T am quite certain that you pass the buck and ignore analyzing the shrimp and fish

grown in these ponds, and also as best I know, you have not done any analysis at the

point source of pollution, i.e., the discharge from the dumping ditch.

i

Q

v



Due to your negligence, the Arroyo was a (dead zone) the spring of 2007 thru August of
2007. Surprise! The limit on speckled trout was reduced from 10 to 5 in the lower
Laguna Madre, the only part of the Texas bay system to suffer this reduction. A massive
discharge of filth and algae into a closed, shallow water bay does untold harm., Shame on
you and the parents who raised you.

In closing, increasing the discharge of filth from the shrimp farms into the lower part of
the Arroyo Colorado is a further malfeasance on the part of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Sadly I must assume that the correct lobbyists have been paid and
the correct contributions made to the legislators who oversee this area and this
commission and that this directive is most likely a “done deal.” Ihope to live long
enough that pimping for polluters will be extinct, but I am afraid it is going to be a close
race.

Sincerely,

fit~—"

ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.

ROC:tm



State: Segments of
Valley waters have
>ollution problems -

~ By MELISSA McEVER
melissam®valleystar.com
956-430-6252

The Rio Grande Valley's mighty river,
inding waterway and environmentally
nsitive bay all have segments with T
sllution problems that could impact peopl
1d marine life, according to a state listof
apaired water bodies. ,

Portions of the Rio Grande, the Arroyo
olorado and the Laguna Madre have low
issolved oxygen and high bacteria levels,
ad in some areas the problem: is growing;
1ys a report released in June by the Texas
oemmission on Environmental Quality. The -
zency issues its Texas Water Quality
wentory every two years; along with a list of
rater hodies that have segments out of
ompliance with federal water-quality
tandards.’ T
. In the latest inventory, TCEQ used water-, -
ampling data from 1999 to 2004 to
etermine which waterways were out of -
ompliance, said Bienda Archer, water-
nality monitoring ieam leader for TCEQ.

“It's a summary of the problems we
pund,” Archer said. “We're trying to handle
wverything on thelist, looking at how we can
mprove water quality or getmnore

See WATER WORRIES K A6

Above: Chris Caudle, aquatic scientist with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, use
a black light Friday to check water samples for bacteria at TCEQ's water lab in Harlingen. Caudle
“ regularly takes samples of the Arroyo Colorado, the Rio Grande and Gulf of Mexico waters to
check for. contaminants as part of the Clean Rivers Program, Left: Chris Caudle writes down
information from a data display monitor after calibrating a multi-probe instrument at TCEQ's
water lab in Harlingen on Friday. The instrument is used to measuré temperature, pH levels and
| dissolved oxygen.
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Arro¥0 COLORADO
According to TCEQ's 2006
iter-quality inventory —
e newest report — the
yubled Arroyo Colorado,
iich originates in Mission
d empties into the Laguna
adre, continues to have
mificant pollution pro-
ems. The freshwater seg-
ent of the waterway for
ars has had high levels of
cal coliform bacteria —
dicating "the presence of
iman oranimal waste in the
iter — but the 2006 list says
e problem might have
tended downstream to the
yrtion that mixes with the
.guna Madre. .

Then again, it's possible

at heavy rains in 2001 -

ewed the data, suggested
)cky  Freund, deputy
ecutive director for the
yastal Bend division of the
leces River Authority. The
ency is in charge of
thering water-sample data
r the Lower Nueces-Rio

Grande Coastal Basin, which
includes the Arrayo Colorado.
“Whenever there’s a rain
event, it causes a lot of runoff
... which can cause a spike in
bacteria,” Freund said.

The downstream portion
of the arroyo also is plagued
with low dissolved-oxygen
levels, choking out fish and
marine life. '

The arroyo's pollution
problems are so severe that
the Environmental Protection
Agency has required the
development of a “watershed

protection plan” to address.

the causes. The plan is a more
workable solution than
imposing strict regulations on
the waterway that would be
impaossible to meet right now,
TCEQ officials have said.

Several elements have
combined to make the arroyo
polluted and toxic to fish,
including agricultural runoff,
discharge from wastewaters
treatment systems and the
proliferation of oxygen-cho-
king plankton.

The completed Arroyo
Colorado Watershed Protec-
tion Plan, submitted to TCEQ
in January, proposes several
proje=ts to reduce polluted

According to |
TCEQ’s 2006 water-

quality inventory ...

the troubled
Arroyo Colorado ...
continues to have
significant

pollution problems. -

runcff and improve water
quality, said Laura de la

Garza, watershed coordi-
nator. Those projects include

upgrading wastewater plants

along the arroyo, encouraging
farmers to reduce agricultural
discharges, eonstructing wet-
lands to treat runoff before it
reaches. the arroyo and in-
creased water monitoring.

It could cost about $65
million to implement the
projects proposed for the next
decade, de la Garza has said.
The money would come from
state and federal grants, the
North American Develop-
ment Bank and cost-sharing

agreements with cities along
the arroyo.

NADBank already has
funded a major wastewater-
plant improvement project in
San Benito, and other cities
also have received some fun-
ding to update their waste-
water plants, officials say. -

R10 GRANDE

The Rio Grande made
several appearances on TCEQ's
“impaired list,” but only a
couplé.of segments are in the
Rio Grande Valley area. Since
1996, the stretch between the
Rancho Viejo floodway and the
El Jardin Pump Station  in
Cameron County — about 7
miles of river — has been on
the list for high bacteria levels,
according to TCEQ.

A tributary of the Rio
Grande — Arroyo Los Clmos

in Starr County — also is on-

the list for bacteria.

Several segments of the
Rio Grande in Zapata, Val
Verde, Presidio and El Paso
counties .made the list for
bacteria levels and dissolved
solids. :

A once-troubled section of
the Rio Grande s faring better
now, though, according to

2005 Impaired Water Bodies

Every two years, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality relez
list of rivers, streams and other water bodies that have areas out of compl
with the Clean Water Act. Several Valley water bodies were on the 200«
released in late june 2007. :

The main problems in Valley water bodies are low dissolved-oxygen i
high bacteria levels. Dissclved oxygen in water is necessary to keep
marine life alive. Oxygen levels become low as a result of high tempera
saltiness, lack of movement in the water, and the presence of planktor
oxygen-absorbing organisms. Fecal coliform bacteria comes from hur:
animal waste.

Some portions of the Arroyo Colorado and the Donna Reservoir also cc
“legacy pollutants” Legacy pollutants are toxic chemicals, like banned pesti

that persist in the environment long after their use was prohibited.

Some parts of the Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico were taken of
“impaired” list this year because their water quality has improved.’

ARROYO COLORADO Donna Reservoir -
Tidal from Laguna Madre to 100 meters Irrigation reservoir pumped from
dovnstream of Cemetery Road, Grande, near dity of Donna
Harlinger Legacy pollutants in fish tissue
- Bacteria ) :
Low dissolved oxygen ARROYO LOS OLMOS
i Starr County
From Cemetery Road, Cameron County to Bacteria
M 2062, Hidalge County:
Bacteria LAGUNA MADRE
Legacy pollutants in smallmotrth buffalo Low dissolved oxygen
Bacteria (in oyster waters)
RIO GRANDE
Below Falcon Reservoir, from Rancho GULF OF MEXICO
Viejo floodway to El Jardin Pump Station Port Mansfield to Port lsabet
Bacteria T Mercury in fish tissue {king mack
Taken off the list
RIO GRANDE BELOW AMISTAD I GULF OF MEJCO
Meets standards for water toxicity Meets dissolved oxygen standar
What TCEQ recommends

RECREATION — Keep this list in mind when choosing where to swim, boat ¢
You might want to steer clear of high-bacteria areas when swimming.
RSHIMG — The Texas Department of State Health Services recommends li
consumption of smalimouth buffalo from the Arroyo Colorado upstreamn
Port of Harlingen and king mackerel from the Gulf of Mexico. Fishing is b
in the Donna Reservoir. Oyster harvesting is currently closedin the Laguna!
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TEEQ  data. In 2002, a
nent of the river from the
Fuam International Bridge to
Sunta Aua National Wildlife
Refuge was on the list for high
bacteria levels, and the
agency reported concerns
over drinking water drawn
from the area. That segment
is off the 2006 list complerely,
Although pollution pro-
blems persist in the Rio
Grande, the situation is impro-
ving, said Carlos Rubinstein,
Rio Grande watermaster andl
area direcror {or TCEQ Region
15, which includes the Valley.

"We've had infrastructure
improvements on both sides
of the river and those will
clearly assist in water quality,”
Rubinstein saicl.

However, he added, those
improvements might not be
enough to get the Rio Grande
off the impaired list
completely, Many elements
influence the Rio Grande's
water quality, and the United
States  only has partial
control over those elements
he said,

Several cities in Mexico
routinely discharge waste-
water into the Rio Grande,
and agricultural runoff also

)

makes its way into the river,’

he said. Failing septic tanks,
wildlile ‘pressures and a
variety of other polluters —
even people overlertilizing
their lawns — all contribute to
the problem, Rubinstein said.

NADBank has recently
funded wastewater-improve-
ment projects in Ciudad
Acuiia, Nuevo Laredo, Mata-
moros. and Reynosa, which
could help improve the Rio
Grande's water quality, TCEQ
officials said.

“We have the right kinds of
investments in place,” said
Steve Niemeyer, TCEQ policy
analyst for border affairs,

Valley residents can make
a difference in the. Rio
Grande's  water . quality,

Rubinstein sai

‘Ask yoursel, what am I
doing to degrade the water
guality?” he said. He sug-
gested fixing ailing septic
tanks, cleaning up after pets
and carefully considering
whai chernicals you use on
your lawn, )

“What we do individually
affects the river,” Rubinstein
said.

LAGUNA MADRE AND
GuLr or Mizico

The Laguna Madre is on
the impaired list {or wo
reasons: bacteria levels in
oyster waters and low
dissolved oxygen levels near
the Arroyo Colorado.

Most of the state's bays were
puton the impaired list in 2006
because the Texas Department
of State Health Services has
concluded that oysters in the
bays might contain bacteria or
biotoxins like = red tide.
Harvesting oysters in all bays
but Galveston Bay is currently
prohibiled, according to
DSHS. .

TCEQ plans to investigate
bacteria contamination in the
Laguna Madre’s oyster beds at
some point in the futre,
Archer said,

The bay also has low
oxygen levels at its con-
fluence with the Arroyo Colo-
rado. The state is currently
trying to determine whether a
shallow estuary system like
the Laguna Madre should be
subject to the same warter-
quality standards as other
water bodies, or if those
standards should be adjusted.

In earlier surveys, TCEQ
determined the bay is st
sale for recreational and
genexal use,

The Gulf of Mexico also-
appears  on  TCLQ's list
because of mercury levels in
one type of fish — the king

. mackerel, "DSHS issued .an

advisory in 1997 that people
shouwld limit intake of king
mackerel from the Gulf.

One water-quality para-
meter has improved in the
Gulf; according to TCEQ —
the coastal waters are no
longer on the list for having,
low dissolved-oxygen levels,
That means aquatic life,
which  needs  dissolved
oxygen Lo survive, can
fourish in the Gulf, :

Rubinstein, of TCH,
suggested that residents
visitors to the Valley's water
bodies keep the survey results
in mind when swimming,
fishing or wading, Some areas
are polluted, bul others are
well within healthy iimits, he
said. '

“Use this data when you're
choosing where (o recreate,”
Rubinstein said. "Any area
where there is an impair-
ment, take that int cop-
sideration.”

OMLINE Y |
To cornment on;

Water worries

visit wwwvalleystar.com anc
scroll to the bottorn of the
story, )
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VALLEY PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC
ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.
Diplomate, American Board of Psychiatry & Neurology .
1901 Bell Street, Suite B 866 West Price Road
Harlingen, Texas 78550 . Brownsville, Texas 78520
(956) 428-1971 (956) 541-2974
Fax: (956) 428-1948

)
L,

£ 8 o
£y e Z
oy me
o = 24
; o A o 2
April 22, 2008 4= %g%f,ﬁ
(¥ ] b 5472 : ‘\
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality o = «:«gﬁ‘,ﬁm
= i
Attn: Ms. LaDonna Castanuela ;-3;5"4 ] g_z
A I

P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc. and Arroyo Aquaculture Assocnatlon Inc.
TPDES Permit No. WQ0003596000

Dear Sirs:

As March and April pass, I'm reminded that the spring shrimp run occurs as the native
shrimp migrate up the river to reproduce. Loading shrimp farm filth into the Arroyo
Colorado at these times is especially destructive. Think of a cattle feed-lot where the
manure is simply washed into the local river. Try to muster up some common sense

and respect for the environment.

»/V<

Sincerely, P
>

Y T
/L/f{;//

Robert O. Collier, M.D.
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VALLEY PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC

ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Psychiatry & Neurology
866 West Price Road

1901 Bell Street, Suite B
Harlingen, Texas 78550 : January 14’ 2003 Brownsville, Texas 78520
(956) 428-1971 (956) 541-2974

(956) 428-1948

(956) 428-1948

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality E;r;i :j:
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ PN
P. O. Box 13087 % &
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 %}g
+ Lot

Re: PermitNo. 03596  fd =

Dear Sirs:

Please register my strong objection to the request by the Taiwan Shrimp Village
Association, Inc, and the Arroyo Aquaculture Association to discharge “year-around.”
You make no mention of the volume of discharge, although I assume it is the same
volume allowed after previous hearings. I also assume that the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality have made absolutely no effort to monitor the discharge from the
shrimp farms to ensure that they meet the water quality standards. My experience has
taught me that there is an utter lack of due diligence as far as the basic performance of
your duties. - If there has been monitoring of water quality of the discharge by a reputable
outside firm, please send me the results of this analysis. This type of analysis could be
done quite easily in a random unannounced fashion and paid for by the polluting entity,
ie, the shrimp farms. My best information is that the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality takes the position of the notorious three monkeys. It is sad that we

the taxpayers have to pay for such a non-performance.

The Statuary area of the Arroyo Colorado is supposedly protected from such biological
insult and as to my own interest, my weekend home is located approximately 50 yards
from the discharge ditch, hence, I get first call on the pollutants. I would request if there
is a public meeting on this application that I would strongly recommend that any and all
change in this existing permit be predicated on an objective monitoring of the water
quality that is being discharged from the shrimp farms presently.

Sincerely,

ROBERT O. COLLIER, M.D.

o~

ROC:tm
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James R. Green gt; {1 /
37237 Marshall Hutt Road ~
Rio Hondo, TX 78538 J/Z/QD
pEC § 6 7002 Z B
mber 12, 2002 o o o
December 12, BY _ o
:._3:1 e
-:."5 -
Office of the Chief Clerk (?} ':«
MC 105, TCEQ & 9
: HIR i
' L

PO Box 13087
Austin, TX 78711-3087

Chief Clerk,

I have been a homeowner and resident of Arroyo City, Cameron County, Texas since 1990 and I
have witnessed the degradation done to the Arroyo Colorado Tidal as a result of previous
discharges into the drainage ditch thence to the Arroyo Colorado Tidal. I do not understand how
-anyone with any environmental concerns could consider permit number 03596.

Our natural ecosystem would be threatened by these releases by altering the delicate balance that

is required to sustain the wildlife that inhabits this area. As concentrations of any maierial
discharged increase, significant changes to feeding and breeding grounds are effected that could
result in the lose of numerous species native to this area. The result conld permanently damage -
the whole natural tidal flow of the Laguna Atascosa Wildlife Refuge. I firmly believe that the -
TCEQ, TNRCC, EPA, Department of Fish and Game and any other environmentally conscience
groups be notified and that no discharge be allowed and the permit to discharge be denied.

T intend to notify other residents as well as our local legislator and ask each of them to request a

public hearing concerning this matter so that we may be allowed to voice our opinion and not
allow any company to destroy what nature has so carefully designed.

gL % /\Z g '

Sincerely, .-
4

James R. Green
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Office of the Chief Clerk OCT 05 2006
MC 105 h
TCEQ By 07 - Seay
P.0. Box 13087 | T Doy

Austin, TX 78711-3087

RS September 30, 2006

An Application and Preliminary Decision for Water Quality TPDES Permit Renewal for
Industrial Wastewater, Permit No. WQ0004244000 has been submitted by Southern Star
Inc., 35518 Marshall Hutts Rd., Rio Hondo, TX 78583-3443 to your office. An
Application and Preliminary Decision for Quality TPDES Permit Amendment for
Industrial Wastewater, Permit No. WQ0003596000 by Taiwan Shrimp Village Assoc Inc
and Arroyo Aquaculture Assoc., Inc, 36386 Marshall Hutts Rd., Rio Hondo, TX has also

been submitted to your office.

Per the instruction in the public announcements in the Valley Morning Star Newspaper '
dated Monélay September 11, 2006 and Tuesday September 12, 2006, I am requesting a CorTESTERA
05 (B 1 LT/ . . .

Sk abiand to be held to discuss some issues and concerns that I have regarding the

requests filed by the shrimp farms. Ihave several questions that I would like addressed
to resolve my concerns, '

Respectfully subAmitted,

/jz/ ﬁﬂd/’w Vil ii/) Cz‘; /& (EE f(/

Name
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Hugh R. & Linda Koch ( ‘;/\ \SEE;-; 7 9 2006

36153 Marshall Huts Rd. ' (\/ ;

Rio Hondo, TX 78583 gy M

956-748-2766
September 23, 2006

Office of the Chief Clerk, Q/ o>
MC 105, TCEQ 9 zg\
P.O. Box 13087 ~

Austin, TX 78711-3087
VIA - Certified Mail ~ Return Receipt Requested and Regular Mail

RE:; PERMIT NO. WQ0003596000 -
Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc., Arroyo Aquaculture Association, Inc.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

“WE REQUEST A PUBLIC MEETING ON THE ABOVE PERMIT NO.!”
“WE REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING!”

We have been property owners here on the Arroyo Colo. since 1984 and full time
residents since 1989, Our previous residence, from 1984 to 1993 was adjacent to the
discharge, (un-named ditch). Our current residence, from 1993 until the present is across
the street and other property owned is adjacent to the subject shrimp ponds. Not only do
we live here full-time, but our Businesses are located here-(STR Properties & Arroyo
City RV/Apts.), less than 500 feet from the above shrimp ponds. The following is how
we are adversely affected by the above: ; '

¢  Owners of Rental Apartments, Covered Boat Lifts and RV Hook-ups in this
Resort — Recreational Area. ‘
Sickening Smell and flies from the facility during harvest season.

e Health Reasons - Arroyo Colo. designated segment No. 2201 — family, tenants

. and guests unable to participate in contact recreational sports for fear of

disease, foam and distasteful effluent in the river,

¢ In the event of a hurricane striking this area — the strong possibility of what
would happen to us, our Home, our Possessions, our Real Estate business and
our Income Producing Rentals because of the next item.

¢ This facility has a history of numerous documented past violations of NOT
PRACTICING “BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND NOT
STAYING WITHIN THE PRAMETERS OF THEIR PERMIT!”

S e A

Hugh R, & Linda Koch

A\

A
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Hugh R. & Linda Koch%""‘u % o
36153 Marshall Huts Rd. [2Y A < &3
Rio Hondo, TX 78583 B,
056-748-2766 o
oo
September 23, 2006 &
Office of the Chief Clerk, \ j‘% AN o
MC 105, TCEQ . 5 {5)"\ . o

P.O.Box 13087
Austin, TX 78711-3087

VIA - Certified Mail — Return Receipt Requested and Regular Mail

RE: PERMIT NO. WQO0003596000 "
Taiwan Shrimp Village Association, Inc., Arroyo Aquaculture Association, Inc.

TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN:

“WE REQUEST A PUBLIC MEETING ON THE ABOVE PERMIT NO.!”
“WE REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING!”

We have been property owners here on the Arroyo Colo. since 1984 and full time
residents since 1989. Our previous residence, from 1984 to 1993 was adjacent to the
discharge, (un-named ditch), Our current residence, from 1993 until the present is across
the street and other property owned is adjacent to the subject shrimp ponds. Not only do
we live here full-time, but our Businesses are located here-(STR Properties & Arroya
City RV/Apts.), less than 500 feet from the above shrimp ponds The following is how
we are adversely affected by the above:

e Owners of Rental Apartments, Covered Boat Lifts and RV Hook-ups in this

Resort — Recreational Area.

Sickening Smell and flies from the facility during harvest season.

Health Reasons - Arroyo Colo. designated segment No, 2201 — family, tenants
~ and guests unable to participate in contact recreational sports for fear of

- disease, foam and distasteful effluent in the river.

o In the event of a burricane striking this area — the strong possnhuﬂnty of what
would happen to us, our Home, our Possessions, our Real Estate busmes& and
our Income Producing Rentals because of the next item,

¢ This facility has a history of numerous documented past violations of NOT
PRACTICING “BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND NOT
STAYING WITHIN THE PRAMETERS OF THEIR PERMIT!”

St o

Hugh R. & Linda Koch
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\\ OPA
Chief Clerks Ofice o SEP 2 0 2006
Room #1101 Bldg. 7 ' i ‘ S
12100 Park 35 Circle BY__ /[

Austin, Tx. 78753

My husband and I are residents of Arroyo City for the past 6 years, and my father, Glen Trent the past 52
years.

We feel we must respond, after seeing your Notice of Application & Premliminary for Water Quality.
We strongly object to allowing the Arroyo Aquaculter Assoc. Inc. dump more water than they are currently
permitted to dump into the Arroyo Colorado, and feel the Arroyo needs the three months rest it was

originally permitted. ~,

When the Shrimp farms dumps the water into the Arroyo, it makes a mess of the waterway. The waterway
becomes muddy and smelly, fishing is nonexistent from piers along the Arroyo. Waier releases shrimp
residue and silts into the Arroyo.

The shrimp farms should be made to stay within their permits and not given the proposed ammendments.
Do we need a hearing on this? Yes! Please have a public meeting regarding this permit. Our property is
‘approximately 3 mi. east of Junction 1847 & 2925 at 37565 Rio Loop Road. Please send me any info on
the proceedings on this issue. A

Thanks,

Bobbie and Billy Scaife i

9/13/2006

b&
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