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Dear Mr. Redda: (/

I am writing on behalf of the several residents of Hood County who have submitted inquires to
my office regarding a proposed wastewater treatment plant (WQ0014754001).

As you know, these constituents are requesting that TCEQ hold a public meeting in Hood
County to better address their concerns about this plant and allow TCEQ to answer any questions
they may have. I hope that TCEQ will agree that this proposed permit is deserving of public
discussion. Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated.

If I can provide further information please let me know. Thank you for your assistance. -

Sincerely,

U (k-

Chet Edwards

b W P Y iy g P
Member of LOIIgIess
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Attn: Michael Redda S
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Austin, Texas 78711-3087
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Dear Michael:

The enclosed inquiries from residents of Hood County, neighboring the area of the proposed
wastewater treatment plant (WQ0014754001), are forwarded to your office for consideration.

It would be most helpful if you would review this matter and provide your position to the
concerned parties.

You may reply directly to the individuals but if I can provide further information please let me
know. '

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Uit (-

Chet Edwards
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Chet Edwards & @ EB5E
U.S. House of Representatives % = J20
2369 Rayburn House Office Building I ' ?’é’%’
Washington, D.C. 20515 Mmoo 3
&

Dear Representative Edwards:

I'm writing in response to your recent inquiry concerning Applieatioh Nos. 35625-C and 35626-
C, submitted by Aqua Utilities, Inc., to amend Certificates of Conveyance and Necessity (CCN)

Nos. 11157 and 20453, respectively.

These applications are subject to a 30-day public comment period, which ended on August 21,

'2007. Given that the agency received many comments on these applications, this matter will be
referred to the State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH) for a contested case hearing

before an administrative law judge. Additionally, I will recommend that SOAH hold the hearing

in Hood County to ensure that your constituents can participate in the process.

The agency will hold a public meeting on Permit Application No. WQ0014754001, submitted by
Aqua Utilities, for a proposed wastewater treatment plant in Hood County. Staff from our Office

of Public Assistance will contact you when the meeting has been scheduled.

I hope this information is helpful. If we can be of further assistance, please contact me at (512)
239-3900, or Leonard Olson in our Intergovernmental Relations Division, .at (512) 239-3267.

Sincerely, A
Glenn Shankle
Executive Director

P.0O. Box 13087 ® Austin, Texas 78711-3087 © 512-239-1000 € Internet address: www.tceq.state.tx.us

minted on recvehed paver wsng sov-based ink
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cc:'  Leonard Olson, Intergovernmental Relations, MC 119
L’ Oreal Stepney, Water Quality Division, MC 145
.; Doligg Holcomb, Water Supply Division, MC 153
= «Ca§e‘y Vise, OPA, MC 108
e wKathy Beyer, OPA, MC 108
¥ Todd. 'Gahga Office of Legal Services, MC 173
: Kerfis Jo Qualtrough, Office of Legal Servmes MC 173
wLaDQﬁna Castafiuela, Chief Clerk, MC 105
%Tampfy Holguin-Benter, Water Supply D1v151on MC 153
‘Casey ise, OPA, MC 108
Kathy Beyer, OPA, MC 108
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Congressman Chet Edwards - Chris Turner
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Comments:

Note: This fax transmission contains confidential information from the office of
Congressman Chet Edwards intended only for the addressee(s). If you are not an
inlended recipicnt, do not disclose, copy or distribute any part of this ransmission.
Lustead, please call our officc immediately at (817) 645-4743. Thank you.
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Altn: Michael Redda '
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Dear Mr. Redda:

Iam writing on hehalf of the several regidents of Hood County who pave submitted inquires to
my office regarding 4 proposed wastewater treatment plant (WQON] 4754001).

As you know, these constituents are requesting that TCFOQ hold g public meeting in Hood
County to better address theiy concerns abou this plant and aljlow TCEQ to answer any questions
they may have. | hope that TCEQ wij) agrec that this proposed permit is deserving of public
discussion. Your consideration of (his Téquest 1s greatly appreciated.

I Tean provide further information pleage Jeg me know. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

(lt (i

Chet Edwards
Member of Congress
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Property Owner’s Association

701 Pintail Court = Granbury, Texas 76049
Local: 817-573-3455 ext. 1633 or metro 972-601-9032 ext. 1633

Dear Gentlemen

May 29, 2007

| am raising our concern about the proposed wastewater treatment plant that will
discharge into Rucker Creek, Hood County, (Proposed Permit Number
WQ00147544001). | have been appointed by the Mallard Pointe Property
Owners Association to speak on the behalf of the173 property owners in the

Mallard Pointe neighborhood.

The Brazos River Authority (BRA) is testing Rucker Creek and cove for water
quality. This testing is ongoing and was initiated in September 2006, Site 70021
is located in the cove near the Mallard Pointe boat slips, public area, and swim
beach. Site 70022 is located in Rucker Creek. Both of these sites have tested
above the limits for contact recreation. Initial resuits show that the level of E coli
is increasing especially for site 70022. This area of the lake is in our backyard.
where we play. One inadvertent discharge of untreated sewage could increase
the levels of E coli, and make contact recreation in our backyard unsafe. We will
have to deny our children and grandchildren’s request to go swimming or playing
in the creek or cove. Who is going to clean up the mess? Were these test results
considered during the permit process for this wastewater treatment plant?

Shte Date oapn/100mis
70021 | 9/14/2008 4 ‘
70022 | 9/7/2006 11
70021 | 10/11/2006 52
70022 | 10/5/2006 365
70021 | 11/1/2008 12
70022 | 11/2/2006 53
70021 | 12/5/2006 148
70022 | 12/7/2006 09
70021 1/4/2007 158
70022 | 1/9/2007 111
70021 | 1/31/2007 4
70022 | 1/31/2007 8
70021 | 3/12/2007 19
70022 | 3/12/2007 461
70021 | 4/3/2007 261
70022 | 4/181200Q7 813

Table 1 E Coli Test Results
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The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) risk levels of E Coli for
contact recreation is either by Geometric means testing 126 mpn/100mi, or single
sample limit 394 mpn/100ml. E Coli above these values can cause 8 ilinesses
per 1000 swimmers exposed. One swimmer becoming ill is one too many, The
test results above these values are highlighted in Table 1. in yellow.

We are concerned abaut the effect on wildlife in the creak. We fish in this creek.
Golden Algae (prymnesium parvum) decimated the game fish poputation d uring
the winter of 2006. It is now showing signs of recovery, after 18 months. Baylor
University Toxicology Department has recently discovered that one of the
triggers that cause golden aigae to become toxic is the ratio of nitrogen and
phosphorus in the water. When this alga is in its toxic state it kills fish. What
treatment measures will be taken in this wastewater treatment plant to prevent
discharge of nitrogen or phosphorus into the creek and then to the lake? When
the fish die who is going to replace them?

For-profit wastewater treatment plants do not have a record of compliance for
discharge into Lake Granbury. Texas Utilities Inc. has not complied with the
standards of operation for wastewater treatment plants. Please refer to the
TCEQ records for this company. Monthly testing or self-monitoring is not enough
as evidenced by Texas Utilities Inc. What assurance do we have that this plant
will always operate in compliance with the discharge standards? Who will clean
up the mess?

The Lake Granbury Watershed Protection Plan Stakeholders have been warking
for over a year to develop a plan that will reduce the non-point source pollution of
Lake Granbury. They also continue extensive testing and scientific examination
of Golden Algae. The initial funding for this program was over $2M. Why are
you going to allow another source of pollution for the lake? Are there not other
alternatives?

Meander Estates has set a precedent for connection of a neighborhood to the
City of Granbury wastewater treatment plant. Another development, near the
lake and Highway 51 North of the City of Granbury is in the process of laying a
sewer line (at the developer’s expense) to the city wastewater treatment plant. If
it is required for these neighborhoods should it also be required for Nolan Park?

The flow of water in the creek varies from flood stage to no flow based on the
rainfall in its watershed. During low or no flow conditions, the only water
movement in the creek will be the discharge from this treatment plant. There will
not be any dilution of the discharge into a non-flowing stream. In flood
conditions, any buildup of solids or chemicals in the creek will flow directly into
the lake toward our public area, marina and swim beach. What are the plans to
mitigate the effects of variable water flow in the creek and cave?

Based on these issues we request that this permit be denied and an alternate,
more appropriate method of sewage disposal for Nolan Park be employed.
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Further, we request a public meeting for the presentation of the facts to us and
other concerned citizens.

Please direct any correspondence on the issue to:

Mallard Pointe POA
ATTN: Dan Loomis
701 Pintail Court
Granbury, TX 76049

Email Water@mallardpointe.info
Cell 817-223-7868

We would appreciate your action, responses to these questions and a denial of
permit for this proposed wastewater treatment plant.

Sincerely

éan Loomis

CC:
Congressman Honorable Chet Edwards
Senator Kip Averitt
Representative Jim Lloyd Keefer
Judge Andy Rash
Commissioner Steve Berry
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Oftice of the Chief Clerk
MC 105

TCEQ

P. O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 787(1(-3087

Re* Propascd TPDES Pernait # WQ0014754001
Rucker Croek pending Waste Waler Treatment Plant

A wastewater treatpient plant is being proposed that would discharge into Rucker Creek in the
vicinily oI'M & M Ranch Koad. The plaat will serve Nolan Park. Bascd on information in the
applicaion for x discharge permit the plent will be constructed in phases and will ultimately
discharge 150,000 gallons per day serving 350 homes.

Our home and numurous otbers line the banks of Rucker Creek. Rucker Creck is an intcgral part of
Lake Granbury, a beautiful Iakc 30 miles southwest of Ft Worth, which among other things serves the
recreational needs of & large surrounding area and supports the city of Granbury itself.

Our concems #re for the Rucker Creek water quality. The amount of flow in the creek is frequently
low or even zero; therefore, the flow in Rucker Croek will predominately be wastewnter during
certain periods of the year. Under these conditions, the reated wastewater could greatly roduce the
dissolved oxygcen in Rucker Creek. Reduced oxygen is unhealthy (or fish and other wildlife and may
result in offensive odors, The other extreme of Rucker Creek is flooding, a8 bas occurrcd in the past
rwo years. Flooding wonld flush any build-up of contapinants residing upstream into the cove and
creck areas that are inhabited. The nitrogen and phosphorous in the wastewater may cause increased
algae and uquatic weed growth; this is of particular concern with régard to the golden algaes already
observed in Kucker Crook, Cxcessive algac growth causes water qualily problems killing the fish and
can canse the water 1o be upsafe Yor swimming, The potential for a discharge of bacteria is another
significant conceru since Rucker Creek is used for swimming. Also, an increase in aquatic weeds
could be a problom to boating and fishing.

In addition o swimming, property owners downstream of the proposed treatroent plant uge the water
from Rucker Creek for the irmgation of lawns and landscapes. Sincc the (low in Rucker Creek will
largely be wastewater during dry periods, the constitucnty in the wastewater will Likcly come in
contact with people and pets that are exposed to irigaton water, lu addition, wastewater plants oflen
emit otfensive odors, Odory leaving the plant will significantly impact property values and the
quality of lift within the surrounding area and will be offensive to customars of businesses in the
vicinity, a3 well ax (o thosc who drive by the reatment plam arca. 'We personally bave lived with this
condition in another city and it is deplorable.

The most favorable solution is for the area served to convcy its wastewater to the City of Granbury
wadic water system. This option is dependent apon the City’s baving the capacity and being
agreeable tu accepting the wastewater. Another less desicable option would be for the treatvnent
plant to provide a very high level of treatment with respect to (1) rémoviog materials trom the waste-
watcr thut would otherwise cause the oxygen in Rucker Creek to be reduced | (2) controlling
phospborous and nitrogen levels so as to discourage algae and aquatic weed growth, (3) killing all
harmful bacteria, (4) eliminaing all ulfensive odors, and (5) cosuring against any mishaps. In
addition to providing high levels of treatment, the plant operator skiould be requircd (o routinely draw
samples from Rucker Crock and test it in order 1o determine the cffect of the discharged waste water
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on the water quality. Of course all of thc sampling and testing would be monitored by the strict rles
set forth by TCEX).

We arc oxtremcly concorned about the effect of the proposed treatment plant on property values,
What will happen to home vatues as Rucker Creck becomes knowy as » dumping pround for human
excrement?! in short, we are opposcd to the issuance of the proposed discharge permit and request a
public hcaring on the matter. Please inchude us on yonr mailing list for future notiGcations in this

regard.

Sincerely,

Mr. apd Mrs. Richard N. Eldred
[915 Green Wing Dr.
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-1338

ccr Judge Andy Rash
Mayor David Southern
Commiggioner Sleve Berry
The Honorable Kip Evert
The Honorable Chet Edwards -
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L. Waype Benneu N
908 Mallard Poifidrit
Granbury, TX 76049

May 29, 2007

Office of the Chicf Clerk
M)

TCEQ

PO Box 13087

Ansti, TX 78711-3087

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing because I am concerned about (he pending wastcwater treatment
plant being built on Rucker Creek. This plant is intended to serve a pow developmenr in
Hood County. I live in Mallard Pointe on Luke Giranbury in Granbury, Texas and could
be adversely affected by this treatment plant.

[ 'belicve that Dan T.oomis, an agent of the Mallard Pointe Property Owners
Association, has been in contact with you and detailed our concerns. 1 would like to
request a public meeting with the builder/operator of this plant prior it construction to
voice our concems. Thank you for your consideration.

Singeraly,

iy AT
-~ _-// Yy, . ”_} ~ / }./
S // fﬁ A Zf-"' RO SL WS U
L. Wayne Bennctt

ce! Judpe Andy Rash
Mayor David Southem
Commussioner Steve Berry
The Honorable Kip Averitt
The Honorable Chet Cdwards
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TO NEIGHBORS CONCERNED ABOUT
A WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
THAT WOULD DISCHARGE TO RUCKERS CREFK
Proposcd Permit aumber WQ0014754001

BACKGROUND

A wastcwater trealment plant is being proposed that would discharge to Ruckcrs Creek in
the vicinity of M & M Ranch Road. The plant will serve Nolan Park. Based on
information in the application for a discharge penmit the plant wili be congtructed in
phases aud will ultimately discharge 150,000 gallons per day. The phascs of the plant are
placned as [ollows:

Initial Phase  Begin construction — June 2007 Serve 115 homes

Interim Phasc Begin Construction — June 2010 Serve 235 homes

Final Phase  Begin Construction — June 2012 Scrve: 350 homes

A discharge permit from TNRCC is required before a digcharge can occur. The process
lor issning a permit provides an opportunity [or affected parties to comment and/or
oppose the issuance of a permit. TNRCC considers all comments hefore issuing a permit
or establishing the quality to which the wastewater will have 10 be treated prior to its
discharge.

PROBI.EMS / CONCERNS
Ruckers Creek Water Quality

The amount of flow in Ruckers Creck is frequently very low or even zero at timcs.
Therefore, the flow in Ruckers Creek will predominately be waslewater during certain
penods of the year. Under these conditions, the treated wastewater could greatly reduce
the dissolved oxygen iu Ruckers Creek. Reduced levels of dissolvéd oxygen in the creek
could be unhealthy for (he fish and ather wildlife and in extreme conditions could result
i the occurrence of offensive odors. The other ex(reme of Rucker’s Creek is when il js
flooding, as hus occurred iwice in the nast two years, would flush any build vp of
contamunants residing in the creek into the cove and creek arcas that are inhabited. In
addition, the nitrogen and phosphorug in the wastewater could cause increases in algae
and aquatic weed growth in the downstream water. This js of particular concem with the
potential effect on golden algae, which has heen observed in Ruckers Creek. ‘Ihe wxicity
of golden algae has been proven to be controlled by the ratio of pitrogen and phosphorus.
Releases of nitrogen and phosphorus from this plant could cause another toxic bloom and
kill fish in Rucker’s Creek and (he lake. The Watershed Protection Plan Sakeholders are
working to reduce in inflow of toxic wastes into Lake Granbury, which could be
incrcased by this waste waler freatment plant. Fxcessive algae growth could cause water
quality problems and cause the watcr to be unsuitable for swimming. An increase in
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aquatic weeds could be a problem in (he water adjacent 10 properties and in the area of
boat docks. Also, of concem are pathogenic bacteria that could be in the wastewater
during periods with equipment failure or improper operation. The potential for a
dischiarge of bacteria i3 a significant concern because Ruckers Creek is used for
swimming,

Dowanstream Lawn [rrigation Water

Warer from Ruckers Creek is used for urigation of lawns by the property owners
downstream of the proposed discharge. Since the flow in Ruckers Creek will largely be
wastewater during certain periods, particuri aly dry periods, the constituents in the
wastewater could come in contact with people that are exposed ta the irrigation water.

Odor

In addition to the above ciled water quality concerns, wastewatcr treatment plants can
cmil offensive odors. Odors leaving the plant property can signicantly impact the quality
of life within the surrounding area, be offensive to people thul are customers of
businesses in the peneral vicinity of the treatment plant, as well as to those that may drive
by the treatment plant area.

SOLUTION

The most favorable option is for the area being served to convey their wastewaler to the
City of Granbury wastewater system. This option is dependent upon the City having the
capacity to accept the wastcwater and for the City to agree to accept the wastewater.

Another option would be for the treatment plant Lo provide a very high degree of
treatment with respect to removing materials from the wastewater that would otherwise
cause the oxygen in Ruckers Creek to be reduced to unacceptablc levels, to removing
phosphorus and nitrogen thal would contribute to algne growth and aquatic weed prowd,
to consistently and effcctively disinfect (kill) the bacteria in the wastewater, and to
consistently and cffectively control odors that would otnerwisc be emitted to the
atmosphere and be a nuisance to people. In addition to providing a high degrec of
tratment the treatment plant operator should be required to samplé and test the water in
Ruckers Creek to determine the effect of the discharge on the watcr quality in the creek
and lake.

ACTIONS BY AFFTCTED PARTICS

Send a letter, preferably by registered mail, before the 1% of June 2007, to the following
address stating how you would be alficted by the proposed treatment plant discharge,
your opposilion to the issuance of a discharge pcrmit, and request a public meeting. Also,
request that your name be included on a mailing list to receive future notifications.
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Dear Sirs/Maclams:

We arc writing in reference to the Nolau Park WWTP (TCHQ Permic ¥ WQ0014754001 ), a proposed
waste walcr treatment plant discharging into Ruckers Crock. Although our rosidence is marg (han a mile
from the proposed trcatment plant, our property fronts the Ruckers Creek cove area ol Lake Granbury.
We have several concerns about the proposed plant’s allcet on the cove’s water quality.,

First, our kids swim and fish in the cove and water quality is alrcady 4 major concern. Lake Granbury has
waler quality issues ~many people will not swim in the lake as it is. The water needs 1o be cleaned up,
not made worse. The Watershed Protection Plan Stakeholders are working to reduce the inflow of toxic
wastes into Luke Granbury, which could be increased by this waste water treatment plant.

Second, our lawn is irrigated with watcr from the cove. The lawn is used extensively by our young
children and their friends.

Third, a golden algae bloom generally oceurs in Ihe spring, creating a fish kill with (he associated dead
fish and odurs. We are concerned that additional nitrogen and phosphorous in the wastewater flowing
o the cove would amplify this problem.

Fourth, duning the summer months there is very little water flow into the cove, from Ruckers Creck or
elsewhere. Therefore, the cove warter ig fairly stagnan(, We are concerned that adding, wastewater to the
stagnant water will create an odor problem.

The oplimum solution is to tie the developimont’s wastewater in with the City of Granbury’s wastewater
system. The City of Granbury, Hood County, and the developer would be well served to pursue this
option for the gnod of the couununity. The lake's water quality alleets property values, tourism, and
general quality of life in Iood County. It should be addressed with a holistic approach.

If this solution is not feasible, then the minimum acceptable solution would be to require a very high
degree of wastcwater treatmen(. Any raterial affecting the oxygen, nitrogen, or phosphorous (evels of
the cove water must be remaved. Our ubility to swim in the cave canuot bo adversely affected. The odor
level in the cove must also be maintained, not increased. In addition, the plant operator should be
required to perivdically sample and test the water in Ruckers Creek to guarantce adherence (o these

stipulations.
Please add us to the inailing list for future notifications.

Sincerely,
Steve and Cin?/ Skapps
7

" a C |
oy C0r0ly Okl
St J —
e ’Q/

Ce: Judge Andy Rash, Mayor David Southern, Commissioner Steve Berry, The [onorable Kip Avicrett,
The Honorable Chet Edwards, M. Phil Ford (BRA)
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May 24, 2007

Office of the Chiel Clerk

MC105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.0. Box 13087 :
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Nolan Park Wastewater Treatment Plant
Permit No. WQ001475400|

Decar Sir:

Ihis letter is to express my concemn about the proposed Nolan Park Wastewster
Treatment Plant’s discharge to Ruckers Crock. I own property downstream of the
proposed discharge and adjacent to the Ruckers Creek cove arca, My property is
located more than a mile downstrcam of the plant, however, the water quality and
aquatic life in the cove arca or transition vone (o Lake Granbury is or would he
dircetly alleeted by the inflows from Ruckers Creek including the wastewater from
the proposed plant.

Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision

[ went to the Hood County Courthouse o review the permit application, the
Exceutive Dircctor’s preliminury decision, and the draft permit. T was provided a
copy of the application (o review, but | was told that the Executive Director’s
preliminary decision and drall permil were not available. The following comments
have been prepared without the knowledge of information in these two documents.

Background

l.ake Granbury serves as a major water supply source for residents of the City of
Granbury, Hood County, and Johnson County. NDue 0 significant developments in
the lake’s watershed, there have been increasing concems about the quality of watcr
in the lake. The Brazos River Authority in cooperation with the City of Granbury an
lHood County devcloped a Regional Plan to provide wastewater scrvice to
developments in the watershed. In the spirit of this planning, during the year 2000,
the City ol Granbury agrced to be a regional provider of wastewater treatment (o
Meander Estates, a development outside the City Limits. This action avoided the
need to construct a treatment plant that would have discharged into Ruckers Creek.
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Implementing that action requited the City to address some CCN issues which were
successfully worked out. Currently, therc is an active Watershed Protection Plun
Stakcholders commitlee which is examining opportunitics to address how best to
protect the quality of water and the aquatic life in Lake Granbury. Recognizing that
there is major interest on the part of the City, the County, and citizens to develop a
regional solution to protecting Lake Granbuwry is an iinportant consideration relative
to action on this permit application.

Concerns

My family and friends use Ruckers Creek for contact recreation (i.e., swiouming,
fishing) and as a source o[ residential irrigation water purchased from the Brazos
River Authority. Each of thusc uses could be impaired by the proposed discharge. Of
particular concem is the potential for pathogenic hacteria being ntroduced to the
cove swimming area. Another concemn is related to golden alpac which has been
observed Lo oceur in the cove area. It has been reported that the polden algac caused
fish kills. The addition of nutrients included in the propused discharge could
contribute to growth of golden algae in the Ruckers Cicek cove. I is also of concemn
that water from the cove being used for imigation purposes could include pathagenic
bacteria if the wastewater is not effeclively disinfected,

Requested Actions

I request that TCEQ ask the Nolan Park developer to actively pursue obtaiming,
wastewater serviee form the City of Grunbury. Obtaining such service would be
consistent with the results of regional wastewaler planning that was pertormed by the
Brazos River Authority in conjunction with the City of Granbury and Iood County.
Additionally, oblaining scrvice [rom the City of Granbury would be consistent with
the service Meander Estates obtained from the City und would be consistent with
addressing wastewater service needs from a regional pérspective.

If; the developer does nol oblain service from the City, T request that a Public
Ilearing be held. Before the hearing, 1 request that a copy of the Executive Director’s
prelimunary decision and the draft permit be made available o all interested partics.
During the I'ublic Hearing it would be beneficial that a presentation be made which
conveys inlormation i the Exceutive Director’s preliminary decision and the draft
permil.
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[ oppose the issuance of a permit unless treatment requirements are included that
address cach of the above stated concerns. If the developer is granted u permit for a
discharge, I request that treatment requirements b ¢stablished that would include
nutnent removal and filtration.

Please add me to your muiling list to receive tutire notifications about permit
application. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Very truly yours,

Cie )y, Foesf

Alan M. Plumuncr, Jr.
ALLP/ph
By Registered Mail

cc: The ITonorable Judge Andy Rash, Hood County
Mayor David Southem, City of Granbury
Commissioner Steve Berry, tlood County
The Honorable Kip Avenitt Avi<re
wThe lonorable Chel Ldwards
Mr. Phil Ford, General Manager/CIEO Brazos River Authority
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2208 Wood Duck L.
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May 29, 2007

Oftice of the Chief Clerk
MC 105

TCEQ

PQ Box 13087

Austin, TX 7871 (-3087

To Whom It May Cuncern:

I'am writing becausc I am concerned about (he pending wastewater treatment
plant being built on Rucker Creek. This plant is intended (o serve a now development in
[food County. T live in Mallard Pointe on T.ake Granbury in Granbury, 'I'cxas and could
be adversely affected by this trentment plant.

I believe that Dan Loomis, an agent of the Mallard "ointe Property Owncrs
Association, has been in contact with you and detailed our concerns, I would like (o
request a public mecting with the builder/operator of this plant prior it construction to
voice our concerns. Thank you for your consideration.

Scerely,

T PR - ‘,‘t,
/.f - -/. o
Y

.laines. A Rist

cc: Judge Andy Rash
Mayor David Southem
Commissioner Steve Beny
The IMonorable Kip Evert
The Jlonorable Chet Edwards
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May 28, 2007

The Honorable Chet Edwards
115 South Main Street, Suite 202
Cleburne, Texas 76033

Dear Sir

With regard to the proposed waste water treatment
plant on Rucker Creek. I do not want this plant
dumping waste water into the creek. We use this creek
for tishing and swimming. We do not need more
contamination in this creek. Please vote no on this
project.

I want to be advised as this project proceeds and I
want. & meeting with the plant owners and contractors,

Thank You
Hoyt Thomas

913 Mallard Pt Dr
Granbury, Tx 76049
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Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear sir/madam:

My wife and | live in the Mallard Pointe subdivision, along with approximately 170
neaghbors, in Granbury, Texas. Our property is located on the Rucker’s Creck inlct to
Lake Granbury.

I want to express our concetn for the proposed wastcwatcr treatment plant that would
discharge to Rucker’s Creek (Proposed Permit Number: ' WQ0014754001).

PROBLEMS/CONCERNS

The amount of flow in Rucker’s Creek is frequently very low or even zero at times.
Therelore, the llow in Rucker’s Creck will predominantly be wastewater during certain
periods of the year. Under these conditions, the treated wastewater could greatly reduce
the dissolved oxygen in Rucker’s Creek. Reduced levels of dissolved oxygen in the
creek could be unhealtby for fish and other wildlife and in extreme conditions could
result in the occurrence of offensive odors. The other cxtreme of Rucker's Creek is when
it is flooding, as has occurred twice in the past two years, would flush any buildup of
contamivants residiog in the ereck into the cove and creek areas that are inhabited (we
live on the cove). In addition, the nitrogen and phosphorus in the wastewater could causc
increases in algae and aquatic weed growth in the downstream water. This is of
particular concemn with the potential effect on golden algac, which has been observed in
Rucker’s Creek. The toxicity of golden algac has been proven ta be controlled by the
ratio of nitrogen and phosphorus. Releases of nitrogen and phosphorus from this plant
could cause another Loxic bloom and kill fish in Rucker’s Creck and the lake. 'The
Watershed Protection Plan Stakeholders are working to reduce the inflow of toxic wastes
into Lake Granbury, which could be increased by this wastcwatcr (reatment plant.
Fxcessive algae growth could cause water quality problems and ¢ause the water (o be
unsuitable for swimming. An incrcase in aquatic weeds could be a problem in the water
adjacent 1o properties and in the area of boat docks, Also, of concern are pathogenic
bacteria that could be in the wastewater during periods with equipment failute or
improper operation. The potential for a discharge of bacteria is a significant concerm
because Rucker’s Creek is used for swimming.

Downstream Lawn Irrigation Water
Water from Rucker’s Creek is used for irrigation of lawns by the property owners

downstream of the proposcd discharge (we are just one of those property owrers). Since
the flow in Rucker’s Creek will largely be wastewater during certain periods, particularly
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dry poriods, the constituenls in the wastewater could come in contact with people that are
cxpuscd Lo the irmigation water.

Odoer

In addition to the above cited water quality concerns, wastewater trcatment plants can
emit offensive odors. Odors lcaving the plant property can si gnificautly impact the
quality of lifc within the surroundiag area, be offensive (o people that are customers of
businesses in the general vicinity or the treatment plant, as well as Lo (hose that may drive
by the treatment plant arca,

SOLUTION

The most favorable oplion is for the area being served to convey their wastewater to the
City of Granbury wastewater system. This option is dependent upon the City having the
capacity to accepl (ho waslewater and for the City to agree to acécpt the wastewater.

Another oplion would be for the treatment plant to provide a very high degree of
treatment with respect to removing matcrials rom Lhe wastewater thar would otherwise
cause the oxygen in Rucker’s Creek to be reduced to unacceplable levels, to removing
phosphorus and nitrogen that would vontribute to algae growth and aquatic weed growth,
to consistently and cffectively disinfeet (kill) the hacteria in the wastewatcr, and to
consistently and cftectively control odors that would otherwise be cmitted to the
atmosphere and be a nuisance 1o people. Tn addition to providing a high degree of
treatnent, be treatment plant operator should be required to sample and test the water in
Rucker’s Creek to determine the effect of the discharge on the water quality in the creck
and in the lake.

Pleasc understand, clearly, that we yehemently oppose the issuance of a discharge permit
and request a public mecting on this critical matter. We further iequest that we be
included on the mailing list to receive future notifications

Thank you for taking the time Lo review our serious concerns. We are confident that you
will take immediate steps (o cllectuate a plan that will be in the best interests of property
and bhusiness owners on and around Rucker's Creek and Lake Granbury.

Sincerely,

AR

" v !
William T. & Mary
2023 Green Wing Dr.

Mallard Pointe on Lake Granbury
Granbury, Texas 76049
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Cc: Judge Andy Rash
Mayor David Southemn
Commissioner Steve Berry
I'he Honorable Kip Evert
The Honorable Chel Bdwards
Mr. Phil Ferrcro
Mr. Dan Loomis




Received: Jun 4 2007 11:51am

Toy "2 239 3311 P.21740

JUN-04-2007 19:30 From: {

VAY 31 205
Vy/@ 2 2005 Wigeon St.
4,4 Mallard Pointe
¢ Granbury, TX 76049
May 28, 2007

The Honorable Chet Edwards
115 South Main St

Suite 202

Cleburne, TX 76033

Dear Sir,

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter that | have sent to TCEQ
concerning the proposed wastewater treatment plant in the vicinity of M & M
Ranch Road. | am concemed about the impact on Ruckers Creek as it empties
into Lake Granbury. | hope, as one of our elected officials, that you will consider
seriously the ramifications of this proposed plant. | understand the need for the
wastewater treatment plant and | am sure there is a solution that can be found
that is acceptable to all parties.

I thank you in advance for your diligent consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

;%6Guaﬁxkad,’ 'Gmuﬂungji

_ Barbara Townsend
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2005 Wigeon St.
Mallard Pointe
Granbury, TX 76049
May 28, 2007

Office of the Chief Clerk
MC105

TCEQ

P O Box 13087

Austin, TX78711-3087

Dear Sirs,

| would like to voice my concern about the planned wastewater treatment
plant proposed for the vicinity of M & M Ranch Road to serve Nolan Ranch. The
plant would discharge into Ruckers Creek. The flow in this creek is very low a
significant part of the year so the only flow will be from the wastewater treatment
plant. This could cause, at the least, odor problems along:the creek and at the
worst, an increase in the toxicity of golden algae around the mouth of the creek.

| request that a public meeting be held to discuss the concems about the
proposed treatment plant and solutions that will be beneficial to all parties. |
would also like my name added to any mailing list necessary so that | may
receive future information concerning this project.

Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara Townsend
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To: Office of the Chief Clerk
MC105
TECQ
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, TX 78711-3087

May 28, 2007

From: Michael and Linda Redenbaugh
1849 Barrington Court MAY 8 1 2007
Roanoke, TX 76262
817-741-1849

Subject: Waste Water Treatment Plan to Discharge into Rucker Creek, Lake Granbury Texas

To Whom it May Concern:

My wife and | own a home on Lake Granbury, at 1907 Widgeon in the Mallard Painte sub division. We
understand that there is a proposed waste water treatment plant that would discharge into Rucker

Creek, which fecds Hideaway Bay, Our home is on the water of the bay.

We would be affected by the discharge from the proposed plant. And we are asking for your support to
assure that our environment and our property value are both protected.

We request a public meeting on the matter to assure all parties have understanding of the matter.,

We also request that no permit be issued until such mecting can be held to assure all options, from
linking the new development into the City of Granbury system to consideration of the highesr degree
possible of treatment technology, along with quarterly testing and publishing of treatment facility and

Rucker Creek water quality........ Which would be provided 1o 3ll affected property owners?

We also request that our name be added on a mailing list to receive future notifications with respect to
this malrer,

Thank you for your support in this impartant matter.,

Vi, 72 _, |
7 M | f{ e Redasbaugp
Michael A. Redenbaugh // Uinda L. Redenbaugh

See Attached for cc:
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Copies have been sent to:

Judge Andy Rash
Hood County

100 East Prarl Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Mayor David Southern
Ciry of Grandbury

P.O. Box 969
Granbury, TX 76048

Commissioner Steve Berry
Hood County Annex |
Room 9

200 Gardon Street
Granbury, TX 76048

The Honorable Kip Evert
1100 E. Highway 377, Suite 103
Granbury, TX 76048

The Honorable Chet Edwards
115 South Main Street, Suite 202
Cleburne, Texas 76033
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Office ol the Chiefl Clerk
MCI10s5

TCLQ

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Ce: Judge Andy Rash, Hood County
Mayor David Southemn, Granbury, TX
Commissioncr Steve Berry, FHood County,
‘The Honorable Kip Evert
The Honorable Chet Edwards
Mr. Phil Ford, GM/CEO BRA

Re: Waslewater treatment plant to Rucker’s Creek

This is a plea and urgent request for you 10 act in our behalf as landowmers that would be affected by the
wastewater trcatiment plant being proposed that would discharge to Rocekeérs Creek in the vicinity of M &
M Ranch Road. This company should be forced to include the stringent treatment requircraents required
by TNRCC before issuing Lhe discharge permit, or have the water discharped Lo the City of Granhury's
treatment plant. Rucker’s Creek is dry at certain times of the year and if these treatment requircnaents are
not included in the permit, basically, only wastewater would be released futo the creek which would be 2
severe impact on the cavironment. Additionally, it is inevitablc that in times of flooding, which has
happened twice in the past 2 years, the wastewater to eventually alTect Lake Granbury.

Thank you in advance for your work to solve this severe problem.

JOHNNY AND JEANNIG BALL

/e

1
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May 28, 2007

The Honorable Chet Lidwards
115 South Main Sueer, Suite 202
Clebucne, TX 76033

Dear Hovorable Chet Edwnrds:

This letter i in responze to a proposed wasrewwater treatment plant in the vieinity of M & M Ranch Road,
which would discharge o Ruckexs Creek on Luake Grasbury. This plant would wltmarcly discharge 150,000
gaﬂous of wastewater per doy. Rucke_xs Creek is o seasonal creek feeding into Lule Granbury., dutted along the
creek are hoocs and boar docks purchused by Gunilies wio bave chosen ta make rheir dream of retiog oo the
lake « reality wud funilies who have chosen to provide their children the expenence of growiny vp oo the lake.
The dischurge of wastewater into theit “hackyard” thrzatens their way of lifc, safety, property vidues uud the
ecological balance of ar minimum Ruckers Creek if not Lake Graabury.

| believe that in 2 wodd in which thexe is global concemu Lox our envisonmeot it is wrong and morally
irreprehensible (o allow the approval of this discharge permit in the name of commercial coterprise when other
more logical and environmentlly friendly options exisr. T have: attached a letior dent to revidents along Ruckers
Creek which outlines some of the problemas and concexns with wx approval of this permit. To closing, 1 am
vechemenily oppused (o the wpproval of this discharge permir and should it be approved and the quality of life
Le alfecied will take whatever steps necessasy to hold the partics rexponsible.

Sincerely,
%
Jercy Comba
2314 Lakewood Cr.
- Gruwubury, TX 76049

613 CURTIS « BUKLESON/LX" /6028
PHONE: HT7 419 4259 » FAX. H1T 557 0112
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PAETTT M

CHIEE (1 ERRE Conir e
TO NEIGIBORS CONCERNED ABOUT
A WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
THAT WOULD DISCHARGE TO RUCKERS CREEK

BACKGROUND

A wastewater (realment plant is being proposed that would discharge to Ruckers Creek in
the vicinity of M & M Ranch Road. The plant will serve Nolan Park. Based on
information in the application for a discharge permit the plant will be constructed in
pnases and will ultimately disrhiarge 150,000 gallops per day. The phases of the plant are
planned as follows: o

Initial Phase Begin construction ~ June 2007 * Serve 115 homes

Interim Phase Begin Counstruction — June 2010 Serve 235 homes

Final Phase  Begin Construction — June 2012 Servé 350 homes

A discharge permit from TNRCC is required before a discharge can occur. The process
for issuing a permit provides an opportunity for affected parties to comment and/or
oppose the issuance of a permit. TNRCC considers all comments before issuing a permmit
or cstablishing the quality to which the wastewater will have to be treated prior 10 its
discharge. YOUR COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY TCEQ PRIOR TO JUNE 1,
2007,

PROBLEMS / CONCERNS
Ruckers Creek Water Quality

The amount of flow in Ruckers Creek is frequently very low or even zero at times.
Therefore, the flow in Ruckers Creek and m the Ruckers Creek cove area or transition
zone to Lake Granbury will predominately be wastewater during certain periods of the
year. Under these conditions, Lbe treated wastewaler could greatly reduce the dissolved
oxygen in Ruckers Creck. Reduced levels of dissolved oxygen in. the creek could be
unheelthy for the fish and other wildlife and in extreme conditions could result in the
occurrence of offensive odors. The other extreme of Ruckers Creek is when it is flooding,
as bas occurred twice jn the past two years, would flush any build up of contaminants
residing in the creek into the cove and creek areas that are inhabited. In addition, the
nitrogen and phosphorus in the wastewater could cause increases.in algae and aguatic
weed growth in the downstream water. This is of particular concérn with the potential
effect on golden algae, which has been observed in Ruckers Creek. The toxicity of golden
algae has been proven 10 be controlled by the ratio of nitrogen and phosphorus. Releases
of nitrogen and phosphorus from this plant could cause another toxic bloom and kill fish
in Rucker's Creek and the lake. The Watershed Protection Plan Stakeholders are working
to reduce the inflow of toxic wastes into Lake Granbury, which could be increased by this
waste water treatment plant. Excessive algae growth could cause water quality problems
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and cause the water to be unsuitable for swimming. An increase in aquatic weeds could
be a problem in the water adjacent 1o properties and in the area of boat docks. Also, of
concem are pathogenic bacteria that could be in the wastewater duning periods with
cquipment failure or improper operation. The potential for a discharge of bacteria is a
significant concern because Ruckers Creck is uscd for swimming.

Downstream Lawn Imigation Water

Water from Ruckers Creek is used for irrigation of lawns by the property owners
downstream of the proposed discharge. Since the flow in Ruckers Creek will largely be
wastewater during certain periods, particularly dry penods, the constituents in the
wastewater could come in contact with people that are exposed to the irrigation water.

Odor

3 .
In addition to thc above cited water quality concems, wastcwater treatment plamts can
emit offensive odors. Odors leaving the plant property can signicantly impact the quality
of life within the surrounding area, be offensive 10 people that are customers of
businesses in the general vicinity of the treatment plant, as well as to tbosc that may drive
by the treatment plant area.

SOLUTION

The most favorable option is for the area being served to convey their wastewater to the
City of Granbury wastewater system. This option is dependent upon the City having the
jurisdictional authority and the capacity to accept the wastewater aid lor the City to agree
10 accept the wastewater.

Another option would be for the treatment plant to provide a very high degrec of
Lreatment with respect to removing materials from the wastewater that would otherwise
cause the oxygen in Ruckers Creek to be reduced to unacceptable levels, to removing
phosphorus and nitrogen that would contribute (o algae growth and: aquatic weed growth,
to consistently and effectively disinfect (kill) the bacteria in the wastewater, and to
consistently and effectively control odors that would otherwise be emitted to the
atmosphere and be a nuisance to people. In addition Lo providing a high degree of
treatment the treatment plant operator should be required to sample and test the water in
Ruckers Creek to determine the effect of the discharge on the waler quality in the creek
and lake.

ACTIONS BY AFFECTED PARTIES

Send a letter, preferably by registered mail. before the 1° of June 2007, to the following
address stating how you would be affected by the proposed treatment plant discharge,
your opposition 1o the issuance of a djscharge permit, and request a public meeting,
Reference the Nolan Park WWTP and TCEQ Permit No. WQ0014754001. If you live
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further than a mile downstream of the proposed discharge, you may want to include a
gtatement similar 10 the following: “Although my location is more than a mile from the
proposed trcatment plant, my property is adjacent (o the Ruckers Creek cove area m
which the water quality and aquatic life is affected by the flow from Ruckers Creek
which would receive the wastewater from the plant.”

Also, request that your name be included on a mailing list to receive future notifications.

Office of the Cluef Clerk
MC10S5
TECQ,
P.O.Box 13087
- N e . Austo, TX 78711-5087

Please send a copy of your Jetter to:

Judge Andy Rash
Hood County

100 East Pear] Street
Granbury, TX 76048

Mayor Dawvid Southern
City of Graobury

PO Box 969

Granbury, Texas 76048

Commissioner Steve Berry
Hood County Annex I
Room 9

200 Gordon Street
Granbury, TX 76048

The Honorable Kip Evert
1100 E. Highway 377, Suite 103
Granbury, Texas 76048

The Honorable Chet Edwards
115 south Main Street, Suite 202
Clebume, Texas 76033

Mr. Phil Ford

General Manager / CEO
Brazos River Authority
P.0. Box 7555

Waco, Texas 76714
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In addition, encourage City of Granbury Mayor, Council Members, and Management
personnel Lo favorably consider working out agreements with the developer for treating
the wastewater. Also, encourage Hood County Judge Andy Ragh and Commijssioner
Steve Berry 10 actively work with the City to develop a method for the City to accept the
wastewater. If the City doesn’t have the capacity to ateept the wastcwalter, encourage
both the City and County to request that stringent trearment requirements be included in
the discharge permit.

Just to reinforce, your letters must be submitted to TCEQ within 30 days of the date of
ncwspaper publication of the public notice, which occurred May ™ 2007, SO ACT
NOW

Thank you ror your concern and action
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May 23, 2007 ¢
To whom it may concern,

My wife and I moved to Lake Granbury three years ago. We enjoy the lake and city. It
amazes mc that elected ofticials would consider letting someonc build a waste watcr
treatment plant that would be releasing chemicals or sewage inlo our lake. If you allow
this to happen, and iy loved ones get sick, the fish start dying, my yard starts smelling,
or my property value drops, [ will hold all of the following rcsponsible: Office of the
Chict Clerk, Judge Andy Rash, Mayor David Southern, Commissioner Steve Berry, The
Fonorable Kip BEvert, and The Honorablc Chet Bdwards. [ am askiny all of you to not let
this plant discharge waler into our lake. The proposed permit nimber is WQ0014754001 .

Thank you and lets keep our lake clcan.

James and Dcbbic Sims
1923 Green Wing Dr.
Granbury, Tx 76049
B17-573-7827
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The Honorable, Chet Edwards
115 South Main Street, Suite 202
Clebume, TX 76033

RE: REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING

Dcar Sir/Madam;

I'm a resident (nine-year) of Mallard Pointc, a subdivision having lake access via
“Rucker Creek™ an official impact arca conceming the proposed wastewatcr teeabment
plant being considered to treatment residential wastewater discharped from,
approximately 700 new homcs Lo be constructed (Phases T-II1) within Hood Counties
plaoned Nolan Park subdivision projcet,

Living along the shores of “Rucker Creck™ during the past ninc years, T have clearly
observed a decline in water quality, increased silt-sediment, decreased oxygen, incrcascd
odor, golden algae blooms and fish kills and thus remain very concerned about
uwuplementing measures to protect water quality in the watershed.

In which case, 1 respectively request TCEQ hold a public hearing regarding the proposed
projeet, providing an opportunity for affected stakeholders and residents to be heard
while being informed conceming the level treatment (i.c., BOD, COD, TSS, Nitrogen and
Phosphorus ete) tequircments being implemented via the TCEQ proposed facility
discharge permit. For these reasons, the Brazas River Authority continues conducting
lake sampling to identify non-point sources of pollution in order w control golden algae
via implemeutation of a comprehensive Water Shed Protcction and Management Plan.

As the TCEQ legislative mandate is (o protect environmental quality and water quality
within the State of Texas, I romain contident that public hearing shall be scheduled in
order for the agency to achicve their program objcctives,

Thanks in advancc for taking action Lo request a public heanng. In this way, the concerns
of the developer and public can be addressed to develop a waslewater treatment syste
that docs not prohibit new home construction in Hood County, but simply pratects our
most precious natural resource “Lake Granbury” water quality for continued recreational
usc.

Warmest regards,

Tk,

Mark D. Clark, Ph.D.
1905 Wigeon St, Granbury, TX 76049
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Phil and Tracey Ferrero

Mallard Pointe on Lake Granbury
2003 Green Wing Drive
Granbury, TX 76049

JUN-84-2007 18:32 From:

Office of the Chief Clerk

Texas Commuission on Environmental Quality
MC105

P. O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

RE: Sewer lreatment Plant, Proposed Permit Number WQ00147544001
Dear Sir,

The proposed sewer treatment plant (Proposed Permit Number
WQ00147544001) cannot discharge into Rucker Creek, Hood County,
Texas. The reasons are obvious and indisputable:

The water in Rucker Creek is already tainted by E coli. The Brazos River
Authority (BRA) is testing Rucker Creek and its cove for water quality
(Attachment A). This testing is ongoing and was initiated in September
2006. Two locations are being tested: Site 70021 is located in the cove near
the Mallard Pointe boat slips, public area and swim beach. Site 70022 is
located in Rucker Creek itself. Both of these sites have tested above the E
coli limits for contact recreation. Morcover, recent results show that the
level of E coli is increasing, especially for site 70022. This area of the lake is
in our backyard, where we play; furthermore, it is where fisherman
throughout the area enjoy their sport. How could one logically or
intentionally add further issues to this already environmentally sensitive
area?

Wildlife in Rucker Creek is alrcady in danger. Golden Algae (prymunesium
parvum) decimated the game fish population during the winter of 2006, Tt
is now showing signs of recovery, after 18 months. Baylor University
Toxicology Department has recently discovered that one of the conditions
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Lthat cause golden algae to become toxic is the ratio of nitrogen and
phosphorus in the water. When this alga is in its toxic state it kills fish.
Sewcr treatment plant discharge further complicates and exacerbates this
already critical situation.

For-profit wastewater treatment plants do not have a record of compliance
for discharge into Lake Granbury. Texas Utilitics Inc. has not complied
with the standards of operation for wastewater treatment plants. Please
refer to the TCEQ records for this company. And as evidenced by their
performance, any allowance for monthly testing or sclf-monitoring are
unacceptable, Simply put, Texas Utilities Inc. has neither performed in the
past nor earned in the future the right to build and/or operate this sewer
treatment plant.

The Lake Granbury Watershed Protection Plan Stak¢holders have been
working for over a year to develop a plan that will reduce the non-point

and scientific examination of Golden Algae. The initial funding for this
program was over $2M. Simply put, another source of pollution for our
beautiful lake cannot be tolerated.

There are existing precedents for new developments to be connected to the

City of Granbury sewer treatment plant. Meander Estales is alrea dy
connected to the City of Granbury sewer treatment plant. Another
development, Abe’s Landing, near the lake and Highway 51 North of the
City of Granbury is in the process of laying a sewer line (al the developer’s
expense) to the city’s sewer treatment plant. The proposed Nolan Park
development, for which the Texas Utilities Inc. sewer plant is intended,
must be likewise required to take the same action and to make the same
investment.

The flow of water in Rucker Creek varies from flood stage to no flow based

on the rainfall in its watershed. During low or no flow conditions, which
have historically lasted for months, the only water movement in the creek
will be the sewer discharge from this treatment plant; moreover, there will
not be any dilution of the discharge. Then, in flowing water or flood
conditions, any buildup of solids or chemicals from the plant in Rucker

I
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Creek will flow directly into the creek and lake toward our public area,
marina and swim beach.

Any one of these points is sufficient to deny this sewer treatment plant
permit. But combine any or all of them and it is simply a dereliction of
logic, accountability and duty to the public trust to allow sewer treatment
plant discharge into Rucker Creek. This sewer treatment plant permit must
be deniced.

Furthermore, and for the record, we request a public meeting for a review
of the facts with us and other concerned citizens. Please notify us at least
two weeks in advance of the date and time of this meeting.

Sincerely,

i

Phil Ferrero

,,-27 — )
AR CEEe) T 2Ty
N4 d C7 e~

Tracey l'errero

Copy to:

— Congressman Chet Edwards
Senator Kip Averitt
Representative Jim Lloyd Keefer
Judge Andy Rash
Commissioner Steve Berry
Editor ~ Hood County News
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ATTACHMENT A
Site Date mpn/100mis

70021 | 9/14/2006 4
70022 | 9/7/2006 1
70021 [10/11/2006 52
70022 | 10/5/2006 365
70021 | 11/1/2006 12
70022 | 11/2/2006 53
70021 | 12/5/2006 148
70022 | 1217/2006 99
70021 1/4/2007 158
70022 1/9/2007 111
70021 | 1/31/2007 4
70022 | 1/31/2007 8
70021 | 31242007 19
70022 | 3712/2007 461
70021 4/3/2007 261
70022 | 4/18/2007 613

Table 1 E Coli Test Results

P.36740

The Texas Commission on Eavironmental Quality (TCEQ) risk levels of E

Coli for contact recreation is either by Geometric means testing 126

mpn/100ml, or single sample limit 394 mpn/100ml. The test results above
these limits are highlighted in Table 1, in yellow.
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A 2021 Green Wing Dr.
' Granbury, TX 76049
May 30, 2007

Office of the Chief Clerk
MC105 ’
TECQ
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear Sir:

As property owners on Ruckers Creek in Hood County, we arc greatly concerned
regmding the proposed construction and operation of a wastewater treatment plant in the
vicinity of M & M Ranch Road that would dischargc iato Ruckers Creek_ This proposed

plant wa

uld scrve n new developroent to be known as Nolan Park and would eventually

serve 350 homes. We can think of numerous potential issues/questions that will arise if
this proposed plant is constructed:

What i3 the impact on the quality of the water jn Ruckers Creek?

Has there been an environmental siody of the impact on wildlife? Ruckers
Creek is home to fish, turtle, snakes, ducks, and geese as well as the water
supply for fox and raccoons. Any waste treatment mishaps could harm the
environrment,

What about the effect on algae growth?

We, as well as many of those with property along Ruckerss Creek, use the creek
as the source of water for our lawns and gardeps. Sincc the flow in the creek
particulacly in dry times will be greatly impacted by the wastewater discharge,
we and our pets could potentially come in contact with the constituents in the ‘
wastewater ag we irrigate our landscape.

What if there is equipment failure at the wastewater treatment plant and
patbogenic bacteria is allowed to flow intw the creek? This would be of great
concern, cspecially i light of the immediately preceding bullet.

What is our recourse if untreated sewage is released into Ruckers Creek?
What about odors or fumes, especially in the heat of summer? What is our
recoursc if such fumes do occur?

We are NOT MLEASED with the proposal of such a wastewater treatment plant releasing its
byproducts into Ruckers Creek. Part of the reason we purchased property in Mallard
Pointe in Hood County was because of the absence of water treatment facilities in the
area.  Now our substantial investment, both financial and emotiona), in our home is
threatened by the development of such a facility. Our quality of living will be directly
and negatively impacted as well as will be any resell value of the property if this proposal
13 allowed to proceed.
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WE ARE GREATLY OPPOSED TO THE ISSUANCE OF A DISCHARGE PERMIT INTO RUCKERS
CREEK. WE REQUEST THAT A FUBLIC MEETING BF HELD TO BISCUSS THUS ISSUE.
FURTHERMORE, WE REQUEST THAT OUR NAMES BE INCLUDED ON A MAILING LIST
TO RECEIVE FUTURE NOTIIFICATIONS OF THIS OR ANY SIMILAR PROJECT IMPACTING

RUCKERS CREEK. )
Sincerely,
Tom Tigner, Jr.
N / ) (_/-.’T‘ —
R e /‘_/5@”_« A
Patricia Tigoer

cc: Judge Andy Rash
Hood County
100 East Pearl Street
Graobury, TX 76048

Mayor David Southern
City of Granbury

P.O. Box 969
Granbury, TX 76048

Conunissioner Steve Berry
Hood County Annex I
Room 9

200 Gordon Street
Granbury, TX 76048

‘The Honorable Kip Evert
1100 E. Highway 377, Suite 103
Granbury, TX 76048

The Honorable Chet Edwards
115 South Main Street, Suite 202
Cleburme, TX 76033
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s John L. Meche
1917 Green Wing Drive, Granbury, TX 7604

(817) 573-1626

May 30, 2007 JUN 1 2007

The Honorable Chct Edwards
District 17

115 South Main Street, Suitc 202
Clebume, TX 76033

Dcar Representative Edwards:

I am writing to cxpress my deep disappointment that the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quadity (TCEQ) has made a preliminary decision (Permit WQ0014754001) to approve Aqua
Utilities™ requcst to discharge about 150,000 gallons of treated domestic wastcwater per day from
the newly proposcd Nolan Park area into Rucker Creek in Hood County, Texas.

My wife and 1 purchased property on Rucker Creek in 1996. Since then, we have scen a gradual
decline in fishing and the water qualitry. We were catching lots of bass from our boat dock, but
neither I nor our guests have caught a bass in Rucker Creek during the last 2 years. We bought
this property to enjoy retirement living while providing a fun, safe, and relaxing place for our
children and grandchildren to cscape from the Mctroplex. All this is in jcopardy witb what is
poing on with Rucker Creek,

We have had significant lish kills in 2001, 2004, 2005, and 2006 from Golden Algac. Because
of this, the Brazos River Authority has been testing the water quality on Lake Granbury,
including Rucker Creek. Initial results point to domestic wastewater as the culprit that feeds the
Giolden Algae. Testing in Rucker Creek during the last year has confinmed increasing levels of
Eschenchia coli (E. coli), with two tests finding E. coli levels above the limit for safe contact
recreation, such as swimming. With these findings, it would be irresponsible for us to allow our
children, grandchildren, and gucsts (0 swim from our dock on Rucker Creek.

We have all read newspaper accounts of public utilities having “inadvertent” discharges of
untreated sewage from their wastewater treatment plants. Guess what happens Lo the E. coli
levels and odors in Rucker Creek when we experience just one of these “oops.” Rucker Creek
already bas stagnant water during sumnmer causing offensive odors, so adding “treated sewage”
wil] only increase the problems in Rucker Creek,

Although the current situation with Rucker Creck is not good, it will only get worse if 150,000
gallons of wastewater is allowed to flow into Rucker Creek every day. What is particulatly
worrisome is why this request has been preliminarnly approved. Several years igo, the developer
of Meander Estates proposed to dump their wastewater into Rucker Creek. Someone, thankfully,
had the common sensc to sec this was a horriblc idca, and an agreement was worked out so the
wastewater was sent into the City of Granbury water treatment plant, not Rucker Creek. The
appropriate precedent already has been set, and all we ask is that a similar arrangement be
worked out for disposing wastewaler from Nolan Park.

1of2
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The public notice in the Hood County News (May 5, 2007) states that TCEQ will hold a public
meeting IF the Fxecutive Director determines that there is a signilicant degree of public interest
or if requested by a local legislator. 1 have written to the TCLQ to express my concern. AS a
legislator, please do whatever is in your power to request a public meeting on this serious matter
affceting all taxpayers owing property on Rucker Creek. 1 also ask that my name be included on
a mailing list to rcceive future notification on this issue.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please feel free to call me at (817) 573-1626 if
you have any questions.

Sincerely,

-

Lo .

John L. Meche

2of2




Kathleen Hartnett White, Chairman
Larry R. Soward, Commissioner
H. S. Buddy Garcia, Commissioner

Glenn Shankle, Executive Director

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

June 18, 2007

The Honorable James L. Keffer
Texas House of Representatives
P. O. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768

Dear Representative Keffer:

I received your letter requesting that a public meeting be held to discuss Aqua Utilities’
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Application No. WQ14754001 for
a proposed wastewater treatment facility in Hood County. ' «

We will hold a public meeting on this permit application and our Office of Public
Assistance will contact you when it has been scheduled. The meeting will be scheduled

in Hood County at a time and location convenient for you and your constituents.

If you have questions, please contact me at 512.239.3900 or Bridget C. Bohac, in our
Office of Public Assistance, at 1.800.687.4040. ,

Sincerely,

YA

Glenn Shankle
Executive Director

Enclosure

cc: Office of Public Assistance

P.0O. Box 13087 ® Austin, Texas 78711-3087 @ 512-239-1000 e Internet address: www.tceq.state.tx.us

printed on recycled paper using soy-based ink

Q



The Honorable James L. Keffer

Page 2

bec:

Tony Walker, R4, DFW = . ...
LaDonna Castafiuela, MC 105
Kerrie Qualtrough, MC 173
Firoj Vahora, MC 148
Jennifer Ahrens, MC 119
Kathy Beyer, MC 108
Casey Vise, MC 108

OPA 15517
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Mr. Glenn Shankle, Executive Director JUN 14 200

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 13087 _ DUE DATE: b -27)-0 7

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear Mr. Shankle:

[ have been contacted by numerous constituents in Hood County with concerns of the
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit #WQ00147544001. I would
respectfully request that TCEQ hold a public meeting in Granbury regarding this permit.

If this can be arranged or if you have any questions regarding this request, please contact
Trent Thomas with my staff at 512-463-0656.

Sincerely,

COUNTIES: ®* BROWN ® EASTLAND ® HOOD ® PALO PINTO ® SHACKELFORD ® STEPHENS 9
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Austin, TX 78711-3087 -

Dear Mr. Shankle: | | DUE DATE: G 3 =07

I want to express my appreciation for your letter stating that a public meeting will be
scheduled to take comments on Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit
(TPDES) #WQ0014754{001 by Aqua Utilities, Inc.

However, it has come to my attention that Aqua Utilities, Inc. has made an application to
amend Certificates of Conveyance and Necessity (CCN) Nos. 11157 and 20453.

1 would respectfully request that TCEQ hold public meetings in Hood County regarding
the CCN permit applications as well. However, I would like to request before any further
consideration of the CCN permit applications, that the TCEQ first address the TPDES
permit.

If this can be afranged or if you have any questions regarding this request, please contact
Trent Thomas with my staff at 512-463-0656.

Sincerely,

OPA
Al ¢ 4 2007
BY__ &

~
"t

NO?SSW&;IO

ALYND

<3
J0HH0 SET) HHD
SO0 W €1 9AY (0L
WLINIANOHIANG NO

COUNTIES: ° BROWN ® EASTILAND ® HOOD ® PALO PINTO ® SHACKELFORD ®* STEPHENS ﬁ\\D



Kathleen Hartnett White, Chairman
Larry R. Soward, Commissioner
H. S, Buddy Garcia, Commissioner

Glenn Shankle, Executive Director

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

August 10, 2007
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The Honorable James L. Keffer
Texas House of Representatives
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768

K0 SR )
SOOI W €19 [0

Dear Representative Keffer:

I'm writing in response to your recent inquiry concerning Application Nos. 35625-C and 35626-
C, submitted by Aqua Utilities, Inc. to amend Certlﬁcates of Conveyance and Necess1ty (CCN)
Nos. 11157 and 20453, respectively.

These applications are subj ect to a 30-day public comment period, which wﬂl end on August 21,
2007. Given that the agency has already received many comments on these applications, thls
matter will be referred to the State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH) for a contested
case hearing before an administrative law judge. Additionally, I will recommend that SOAH
hold the hearing in Hood County to ensure that your constituents can participate in the process.

Regarding Permit Application No. WQ0014754001, submitted by Aqua Utilities for a proposed -
wastewater treatment plant in Hood County, the agency will hold a public meeting on this permit
application. Staff from our Office of Public Assistance will contact you when the meeting has
been scheduled.

I hope this information is helpful. If we can be of further assistance, please contact me at (512)
239-3900, or Leonard Olson in our Intergovernmental Relations Division, at (512) 239-3267.

Sincerely,

Glenn Shankle
Executive Director

cc: Leonard Olson, Intergovernmental Relations Division

@Q
P;O. Box 13087 ®  Austin, Texas 78711-3087 ® 512-239-1000 ® Internet address: www.tceq.state.tx.us '
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Bece:

L’Oreal Stepney, Water Quality Division, MC 145

Doug Holcomb, Water Supply Division, MC 153

Todd Galiga, Office of Legal Services, MC 173

Kerrie Jo Qualtrough, Office of Legal Services, MC 173
LaDonna Castafiuela, Chief Clerk, MC 105

Office of Public Assistance

Tammy Holguin-Benter, Water Supply Division, MC 153



	Edwards 7-1-07
	Keffer 6-4-07
	Keffer 8-1-07

	Button1: 


