‘ Jé’f»"b %0'\/&%»(]. O “';CM&
. E"émpx% o shardh grilicc G ueatisn

TCEQ Public Meeting Form
Thursday, May 15, 2008
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PLEASE PRINT:
Name: Z;@/UQ‘ ,L&]DQ’”Z._,

Address: 439\5 PL\\ ('\,Pf:/\}z?.
Ty TX Zip: 7€ §

City/State: _ Co R /)b\ s C {tﬁii <

Phone: ( 361( ) 5?5"{/~5M/§/“

@ Please add me to the mailing list. .

Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group?

SewTh Texas C’c»/a/:/{/-\ T e Tue,

If yes, which one?

IF YOU WANT TO GIVE FORMAL COMMENT PLEASE v BELOW

B/I wish to provide formal oral comments.

a I wish to provide formal written comments at tonight’s public meeting.

(Written comments may be submitted any time during the meeting)

Please give this to the person at the information table. Thank you.
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RE: public meeting on Application No. WZ0014802001 filed by LCS Correctlons Services, Inc.

My name is Lionel Lopez with South Texas Colonia Initiative, Inc., a non-profit organization
that has been helping colonia residents in Nueces, Kleberg, Jim Wells, and San Patricio Counties
for close to 30 years. It came to our attention that TCEQ will be holding a meeting here in
Corpus Christi at the Holiday Inn Airport May 15th. We have received calls from residents from
Lost Creek Colonia complaining about transportation. Round trip from Lost Creek to the
Holiday Inn Airport and back is close to 100 miles. Most residents living in Lost Creek are not
able to make the trip due to health conditions, no vehicle, gasoline prices, or are elderly. We are
asking you to please move the meeting place to Robstown which is a lot closer.

Residents are very concerned about the permit filed by LCS. When there is rain in the area, Lost
Creek Colonia floods due to Petronila Creek being so full of debris. The creek is blocked; any
water that goes into the creek has nowhere to go. It remains stagnant, mixes in with the
contaminated water already in the creek and flows in to the colonias. If LCS is permitted to
discharge water into the creek it could be disastrous to the colonia residents living in the area.

Mr. Israel Carasco (361-854-9982) and Launa Bacco (360-540-0369) are co-community leaders
in Lost Creek Colonia if you have further questions please contact them or Lionel Lopez (361-
854-5248).

Enclosed is }n article that was published this past weekend.
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el Lopez
South Texas Colonia Initiative, Inc.

cc: Zandra Zuniga, Senator Juan “Chuy Hinojosa”, Corpus Christi office
Dr. Julie Tuason, Texas Stream Team, Texas State University at San Marcos
Sinoel Contreras, Nueces County Colonia Ombudsman
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Petronila Creek whlch starts one mile southeast of Banquete and flows about 44
miles into Kleberg County before emptying into Alazan Bay, is dry in some areas
because debris has blocked the flow of water near the Lost Creek colonia. The creek
has high levels of chloride, sulfate and total dissolved solids, especially in the area
southeast of U.S. Hzghway 77, accordmg to state documems

PETRONILA from 1B

Petronila Creek has
been clogged for years, resi-
dents say, but the matter

“has taken on a new sense
of urgency for Lopez, who. '
worries about a proposed

wastewater discharge per-
mit for a new prison just
north of Lost Creek.

“If they don’t clean this
up before the discharge
starts, there’s going to be

a big problem,” Lopez said’
- while touring the creek bed
- recently. The creek floods

during rain events, and
Lopez worries the extra

water discharge could cause :

flooding:

The company building
the prison, LCS Correc-
tion Services of Louisiana,
applied to the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental
Quality last May. The per-

-mit calls for no more than

150,000 gallons per day of

treated wastewater to be

discharged into aditch that
leads to Petronila Creek. It
has received preliminary
approval.

Commission spokes-
woman Lisa Wheeler de-
clined to comment on the
permit application except
to say the facility will be
monitored for compliance
if the permit is granted.
Amy Hesseltme project
manager for LNV Engi-
neering, whieh is working
on the permit for LCS, said
maintenance of the creek
is outside the scope of the
permit. Both encouraged
the public to address their
concerns at a public hear-

ing on the permit set for

7 p.m. May 15 at the Holi--

day Inn Airport i in Corpus

~Christi.

“We’re complying with

" the rules and regulations,”

Hesseltine said.
The Texas Commlssmn

on Environmental Quality -

is not required under state

law to remove the debris-
.because Petronila Creek is .

considered non-navigable,
Wheeler said. The agency

does investigate blockages -
of navigable waterways’
and can use a dragline to
- .remove obstacles.

The. private prison;.

which will house federal
prisoners, is set to open
next month. Lopez has been

knocking on doors in the

Lost Creek colonia to en-

courage residents to attend -

the public hearing.
Lopeztested creek water

twice and hasn’t found E..

coli bacteria, though some
other undetermined types
of bacteria were present, he
said.

Most strains of E. coli
are -harmless, according
to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Some strains, however, can
cause diarrhea, nausea,
cramps and headaches.

Severe cases can lead to

kidney damage and death.
Children, the elderly and
people with weak immune

systems are especially sus-

ceptible.

Julie Tuason, environ-
mental education coordi-
nator for the Texas Stream
Team at Texas State Uni-
versity in San Marcos,

trained Lopez and four
-others to test for E. coli,"

The Texas Stream Team is
an educational rather than

regulatory agency, though
results-volunteers find
~could be taken to agencies

George Gongora/Caller-Times

such as the Texas Com-

mission on Environmental
Quality if they show cause
for further investigation;
Tuason said.

Elevated bacterla, levels

“in 25 percent of at least 10,

readings indicate a hkely,

problem, she said.

“One elevated readingis:

son said.
Testlng should be done
in various weather condi-

“tions, as E. -coli is more
“likely to be high after rains,

Tuason said. This can be
especially true in colonias,
which are low-income de-
velopments that often lack
potable water, paved roads

and sewer systems.

Petronila Creek is on
a list of waterways to be
improved through a Texas
Commission for Environ-
mental Quality and En-

~vironmental Protection

Agency program, The
creek has high levels of
chloride, sulfate and total
dissolved solids, especial-
ly in an area southeast of
U.S. Highway 77 where
brine pits and brine injec-
tion wells are most com-
mon, according to state

documents. 4@27 & 9
Contact Denise Malan
al 886-4334

or maland@caller.com

- not sufficient to-be treated:
‘as acause for concern,” Tua-
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(~lonia residents concerned about creek [~

* befresh,” said Carrasco, who along

Water sickens pets,
eaves sores on kids,
seople in the area say

Y DENISE MALAN
‘aller-Times

OBSTOWN — Israel Carrasco
ron’tlet his grandkids or any other
eighborhood children play in the
tagnant area of Petronila Creek
1at runs along his property.

“It’s poison to me,” Carrasco
aid. “I'm afraid all this poison
‘ater is going into the ground and
’s getting in my water well.”

T  -reek water, nearby resi-
2nts way, leaves sores on children’s
‘ms and has sickened livestock

ad pets. The creek is so clogged

ith trees, limbs and other de-
:is that its southeasterly flow is

blocked.

People dump animal carcasses
and trash in the creek, which resi-
dents worry is teeming with bacte-
ria and other pollutants.

“Theyneed to cleaniisothatit’s
running all the time. Then it will

rTimes

Calle

with his son owns 15 acres in the
Lost Creek colonia southwest of
Robstown. Petronila Creek starts
one mile southeast of Banquete
and flows about 44 miles into Kle-
berg County and empties into Ala-
zan Bay. :

Lionel Lopez, founder of the

South Texas Colonia Initiative,
completed training about three
weeks ago 1o test the water for E.
coli bacteria and started taking
samples April 17. Results so far are
not statistically significant to draw
a conclusion. The Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality
monitors for bacteria quarterly at
two stations east of U.S. Highway
77, and those have not shown el-
evated levels. ,

Please see PETRONILA 2B

- i S R ,«.
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Lionel Lopez, founder of the Scuth Texas Colonia initiative, takes ¢ wa-
ter sample from Petronila Creek near the Lost Creek colonia, southwest
of Robstown. Residents have complained that the creek is polluted.
Lopez and volunteers have been trained to test for bacteria.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
RE: public meeting on Application No. WZ0014802001 filed by LCS Corrections Services, Inc.

My name is Lionel Lopez with South Texas Colonia Initiative, Inc., a non-profit organization
that has been helping colonia residents in Nueces, Kleberg, Jim Wells, and San Patricio Counties
for close to 30 years. It came to our attention that TCEQ will be holding a meeting here in
Corpus Christi at the Holiday Inn Airport May 15th. We have received calls from residents from
Lost Creek Colonia complaining about transportation. Round trip from Lost Creek to the
Holiday Inn Airport and back is close to 100 miles. Most residents living in Lost Creek are not
able to make the trip due to health conditions, no vehicle, or are elderly. We are asking you to
please move the meeting place to Robstown which is a lot closer.

Residents are very concerned about the permit filed by LCS. When there is rain in the area, Lost
Creek Colonia floods due to Petronila Creek being so full of debris. If LCS is permitted to
discharge water into the creek it could be disastrous to the colonia residents living in the area.

Mr. Israel Carasco (361-854-9982) and Launa Bacco (360-540-0369) are co-community leaders
in Lost Creek Colonia if you have further questions please contact them or Lionel Lopez (361-
854-5248).

Enclosed is an article that was published this past weekend.

Lionel Lopez
South Texas Colonia Initiative, Inc.

cc:  Zandra Zuniga, Senator Juan “Chuy Hinojosa”, Corpus Christi office
Dr. Julie Tuason, Texas Stream Team, Texas State University at San Marcos
Sinoel Contreras,
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(3  Please add me to the mailing list.

Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? Mes J No

If yes, which one? (\2@ b Q&‘o (s

IF YOU WANT TO GIVE FORMAL COMMENT PLEASE v BELOW

B/’ I wish to provide formal oral comments.

O I wish to provide formal written comments at tonight’s public_méeting.

(Written comments may be submitted any time during the meeting)

Please give this to the person at the information table. Thank you.
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Are you here today representing a 1numc1)/ty, legislator, agency, or group?
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IF YOU WANT TO GIVE FORMAL COMMENT PLEASE « BELOW

EB/ I wish to provide formal oral comments.

0 I wish to provide formal written comments at tonight’s public meeting.

(Written comments may be submitted any time during the meeting)

Please give this to the person at the information table. Thank you.



