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Re: Quality Readymix LLP/Air Permit #85181

To Whom it May Concern,

1 would like to request that a public comment/public meeting be held concerning the application submitted
by Quality Readymix LLP/Air Permit #85181 to construct a permanent concrete batch plant on County
Road 441/15, Mathis, San Patricio County, Texas.

County Road 441/15 is a dangerous road on which many residents living on Lake Corpus Christi must
travel to and from work each day. It is very narrow in the area in question and I believe that it will be even
more dangerous when the concrete plant is in operation. There is usually strong winds blowing and dust
will be blowing across the road and impairing our vision on such a narrow road.

I would also like to be placed on a mailing list to obtain additional information on the application.

I’'m thanking you in advance for your consideration in the matter.

Sincerely,

éggéé é;(, P
ene Bowman
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Re: Air Quality Plant Registration #85181

Gentlemen:
I am responding to the newspaper Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision for an
Air Quality Standard Permit for Concrete Batch Plant Registration #85181.

Admittedly, we have never lived near a concrete batch plant but are coneerned about the
possible effects of the emitted air contaminates on our health. My husband and I retired,
sold our home in Corpus Christi and purchased our ‘forever’ home here at Lake Corpus
Christi. We sit on our back deck every afternoon and watch the birds at our four bird
feeders, two birdhouses and birdbath. This is a cherished activity of ours. Ialso have
outdoor plant beds I tend throughout the year.

We live approximately 2 miles (as the crow flies) northwest of the proposed plant. Our
winds are predominantly out of the southeast for most of the year. We are in our ‘golden’
years and both have health issues, including chronic respiratory problems. We are
concerned that the air quality will be compromised and possibly curtail our limited
outdoor activities.

We need assurances that this will not affect our health nor limit our activities because of

-the air contaminates. It may seem like an insignificant matter to you or to the owner-of

this plant but it is a definite ‘quality of life’, issue for us in the years we have remaining,

We are asking for your most thoughtful consideration, of this proposed industrial plant.

Respectfully,

it o

Paul & Pfil} Lemmons
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“Crystalline Silica Exposure”
Health Hazard Information
for Construction Employees

What is crystalline silica?

Crystalline silica is a basic component of soil, sand, granite, and

many other minerals. Quartz is the most common form of crystalline
silica. Cristobalite and tridymite are two other forms of crystalline silica.
All three forms may become respirable size particles when workers chip,
cut, drill, or grind objects that contain crystalline silica.

What are the hazards of crystalline silica?

Silica exposure remains a serious threat to nearly 2 million U.S. workers,
including more than 100,000 workers in high risk jobs such as abrasive
blasting, foundry work, stonecutting, rock drilling, quarry work and
tunneling. The seriousness of the health hazards associated with silica
expostre is demonstrated by the fatalities and disabling illnesses that
continue to occur in sandblasters and rockdrillers. Crystalline silica has
been classified as a human lung carcinogen. Additionally, breathing
crystalline silica dust can cause silicosis, which in severe cases can be
disabling, or even fatal. The respirable silica dust enters the lungs and
causes the formation of scar tissue, thus reducing the lungs’ ability to
take in oxygen. There is no cure for silicosis. Since silicosis affects
lung function, it makes one more susceptible to lung infections like
tuberculosis. In addition, smoking causes lung damage and adds to
the damage caused by breathing silica dust.

What are the m<=€33m of silicosis?

Silicosis is classified into three types: chronic/classic, accelerated,
and acute;

Chronic/classic silicosis, the most common, occurs after 15-20
years of moderate to low exposures fo respirable crystalline silica.
Symptoms associated with chronic silicosis may or may not be
obvious; therefore, workers need to have a chest x-ray to determine
if there is lung damage. As the disease progresses, the worker may
experience shortness of breath upon exercising and have clinical
signs of poor oxygen/carbon dioxide exchange. In the later stages,
the worker may experience fatigue, extreme shortness of breath,
chest pain, or respiratory failure,

Accelerated silicosis can occur after 510 years of high exposures
to respirable crystalline silica. Symptoms include severe shortness
of breath, weakness, and weight loss. The onset of symptoms takes
longer than in acute silicosis.

Acute silicosis occurs after a few months or as long as 2 years
following exposures to extremely high concentrations of respirable
crystalline silica. Symptoms of acute silicosis include severe
disabling shortness of breath, weakness, and weight loss, which
often leads to death,

o J

For more information, contact your local OSHA office (fisted in the

telephone directory under United States Government— Department
of Labor— Occupational Safety and Health Administration) or visit

OSHA’s website at www.osha.gov <http://www.osha.gov>.




75
(o

Where are construction workers exposed
to crystaliine silica?

Exposure occurs during many different construction
activities. The most severe exposures have occurred during
abrasive blasting with sand to remove paint and rust from
bridges, tanks, concrete structures, and other surfaces.
Other construction activities that may result in severe
exposure include: jack hammering, rock/well drilling,
concrete mixing, concrete drilling, brick and concrete block
cutting and sawing, tuck pointing, tunneling operations.

How is OSHA addressing exposure
to crystalline silica?

OSHA has an established Permissible Exposure Limit,

or PEL, which is the maximum amount of crystalline
sifica to which workersmay be exposed during an 8-hour
work shift (29 CFR 1926.55,1910.1000). OSHA also
requires hazard communication training for workers
exposed to crystalline silica, and requires a respirator
protection program until engineering controls are
implemented. Additionally, OSHA has a National Emphasis
Program (NEP) for Crystalline Silica exposure to identify,
reduce, and eliminate health hazards associated with
occupational exposures.

4 What can employers/employees do to N\
protect against exposures to crystalline silica?

= Replace crystalline silica materials with safer substitutes, whenever possible,

® Provide engineering or administrative controls, where feasible, such as
local exhaust ventilation, and blasting cabinets. Where necessary to
reduce expostres below the PEL, use protective equipment or other
protective measures.

® Use all available work practices to control dust expostires, such as water
sprays.

® Wear only a N95 NIOSH certified respirator, if respirator protection
is required. Do not alter the respirator. Do not wear a tight-fitting
respirator with a beard or mustache that prevents a good seal between
the respirator and the face.

® Wear only a Type CE abrasive-blast supplied-air respirator for abrasive
blasting.

= Wear disposable or washable work clothes and shower if facilities are
available. Vacuum the dust from your clothes or change into clean
clothing before leaving the work site.

= Participate in training, exposure monitoring, and health screening and
surveillance programs to monitor any adverse health effects caused by
crystalline silica exposures.

m Be aware of the operations and job tasks creating crystalline silica exposures
in your workplace environment and know how to protect yourseif,

® Be aware of the health hazards related to exposures to crystalline silica.
Smoking adds to the lung damage caused by silica exposures.

2 Do not eat, drink, smoke, or apply cosmetics in areas where crystalline
silica dust is present. Wash your hands and face outside of dusty areas
before performing any of these activities.

® Remember: If it’s silica, it’s not just dust.
\ : J
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MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET MAY 19 2009

NATURAL POZZOLAN, 1-P CEMENT ADDITIVE AT PUBL'C MEETING

SECTION 1. CHEMICAL PRODUCT AND COMPANY INFORMAION

. P
PRODUCT NAME: Natural Pozzolan, 1-P Cement Additive % = %
PRODUCT SYNONYMS: Type N Pozzolan, Diatomite, Diatomaceous Earth o = Qgg
: ™ R Y e
PRODUCT USE: Cement additive % ©  EgsU
o 2 3:%93%
MANUFACTURED BY: GF Industries o mo
1100 East Valencia Drive ) b 5
Fullerton, California 92831 & i~

SECTION 2. COMPOSITION INFORMATION ON INGREDIENTS

INGREDIENTS: Natural Pozzloan is composed of the remains of diatoms from ancient seabeds.
lts chemical composition is:

Ingredient % CAS NO. OSHA PEL (mg/m3) ACGIH TLV (mg/m3)

Silica Dioxide 73-83 7 631-86-9
Crystalline 18-43 14808-60-7 0.14 (respirable dust)* 0.05 (respirable dust)
Silica (quartz)

Amorphous 25-35 15 (total dust) 10 (total dust)
Silica
Cristobalite 3-32 0.14 (respirable dust)* N/A

Heavy Metals <1 1309-37-1 5.0 (total) 5.0 (total)

*Note: Using the formula 10/ % Quartz + 2 (% Cristobalite + 2) = PEL, the PEL is approximately
0.14 mg/m3 (using midpoint values for Quartz and Cristobalite)

SECTION 3. HAZARDS IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIPTION: Usually shipped in bulk, Natural Pozzolan, 1-P Cement Additive is a tan colored
diatomaceous earth in a form that ranges from one inch chunks to powder. Do not mix, pour or
work with this product in enclosed areas without appropriate breathing protection. Stay upwind

when using outside.

o

POTENTIAL HEALTH EFFECTS

INHALATION: This product contains crystalline silica (Quartz). Prolonged exposure to respirable
crystalline silica is known to cause lung cancer or silicosis, a scarring of the lungs, which may be
disabling. While individual susceptibility to a given exposure to respirable silica dust may vary,
the risk of contracting cancer or silicosis and the severity of the diseases are clearly related to the
concentration and duration (usually years) of exposure. Exposure associated with proper uses of
this product(s) should be well below the permissible exposure limits; however, employers should
perform workplace testing to determine actual exposure levels.

SKIN CONTACT: Prolonged handling may cause dry skin. ‘

—



EYE CONTACT: Dust can cause eye irritation.
INJESTION: Not applicable under normal conditions of use.
SECTION 4. FIRST AID MEASURES

INHALATION: Remove to fresh air. If bronchial irritation occurs, keep employee away from dust
until irritation abates.

SKIN IRRITATION: Wash affected areas with soap and water. Use lotion before and after
exposure.

EYE IRRITATION: Remove contact lenses. Flush eyes, including under eyelids with large
amounts of water. If irritation persists, get medical attention.

INJESTION: All health effects mentioned are chronic.
SECTION 5. FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES

FLASH POINT: Not applicable.

HAZARDOUS COMBUSTION PRODUCTS: None.
FLAMMABLE LIMITS: Not combustible.
AUTOIGNITION TEMPERATURE: Not applicable.
FIRE EXTINGUISHING MEDIA: Not applicable.
SECTION 6. ACCIDENTIAL RELEASE MEASURES

Use dustless vacuum. Do not sweep. If needed, use water spray to wet down and minimize dust
generation. Wear approved respirator if necessary.

SECTION 7. HANDLING AND STORAGE

Do not work in closed space with visible dust present without a respirator. Use dust control
techniques and practice good housekeeping. Do not use this product for sandblasting.

SECTION 8. EXPOSURE CONTROLS / PERSONAL PROTECTION

ENGINEERING CONTROLS: Provide local exhaust or enclosures as necessary to meet OSHA
requirements for dust control. Use wet methods, if appropriate, to reduce generation of dust.

SKIN PROTECTION: None required.

RESPIRATORY PROTECTION: Wear appropriate NIOSH approved respirator with dust filter
when permissible exposure limit (PEL) to dust may be exceeded.

HAZARD COMMUNICATION: Warn workers of the hazards mentioned herein, tell then how to
control dust and provide proper Personal Protection Equipment (PPE).

EYE PROTECTION: Recommend goggles or safety glasses for nuisance dust.



SYMPTOMS OF EXPOSURE: There are few symptoms of exposure; possibly coughing and
throat irritation from prolonged or excessive exposure.

SECTION 9. PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES
APPEARANCE AND ODOR: No odor, light tan to brown soil.
PHYSICAL STATE: Solid.

BOILING POINT: Not applicable.

MELTING POINT: ~ 1500°F.

PH: ~7

VAPOR PRESSURE: Not applicable.

SOLUBILITY INWATER: ~1%

VAPOR DENSITY: Not applicable.

SPECIFIC GRAVITY: ~ 2.5

SECTION 10. STABILITY AND REACTIVITY

STABILITY: Crystalline silica is incompatible with halogens (chlorine, fluorine etc.) and oxidizing
agents. Silica will dissolve in hydrofluoric acid and produce toxic gas.

CONDITIONS TO AVOID: Visible dust.

INCOMPATIBILITY (MATERIALS TO AVOID): Halogens, acid and strong oxidizers.
HAZARDOUS POLYMERIZATION: Will not occur.

SECTION 11. TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION

CRYSTALLINE SILICA: Crystalline silica is classified by the International Agency for Research of
Cancer (IARC) as a probable human carcinogen (Group 2A) with animal evidence sufficient.
Respirable crystalline silica has been classified by the National Toxicology Program (NTP) as a
substance which may reasonably be anticipated to be a carcinogen.

SECTION 12. DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS

This product is not considered hazardous waste under Federal Hazardous Waste Regulations 40
CFR 261. Please be advised, however, state and local requirements for waste disposal may be
different from federal regulations. Dispose of as inert solid in a landfill or by other procedures in
accordance with local, state and federal regulations.

SECTION 13. TRANSPORT INFORMATION

This product is not a DOT hazardous material.

SECTION 14. REGULATORY INFORMATION

OSHA: Dust generated from mixing, applying or otherwise using this product may be hazardous
if inhaled.



TSCA: This product is not TSCA regulated.
SARA 313: None.
RCRA: I discarded in its purchased form, this product is not classified as a hazardous waste.

CALIFORNIA PROP 65: Airborne particles of respirablefcrystalline silica/are known by the State
of California to cause cancer.

CANADIAN WHMIS: This product is not a controlled product under WHMIS.

SECTION 15. DISCLAIMERS OF LIABILITY AND OTHER INFORMATION

HMIS RATING: Health — 1; Flammability — 0; Reactivity — 0

MSDS REVISION SUMMARY: This MSDS is in ANSI format, with new information in many
sections. Read this information carefully before using this product.

IMPORTANT: THE INFORMATION IN THIS MSDS WAS OBTAINED FROM SOURCES WHICH
WE BELIEVE ARE RELIABLE. HOWEVER, THE INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT
ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, REGARDING ITS CORRECTNESS.

THE CONDITIONS OR METHODS OF HANDLING, STORAGE, USE AND DISPOSAL OF THE
PRODUCTS ARE BEYOND OUR CONTROL AND MAY BE BEYOND OUR KNOWLEDGE.

FOR THIS AND OTHER REASONS, WE DO NOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY AND
EXPRESSLY DISCLAIM LIABILITY FOR LOSS, OR DAMAGE OR EXPENSE ARISING OUT OF
OR IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THE HANDLING, STORAGE, USE OR DISPOSAL OF
THIS PRODUCT. GF INDUSTRIES MAKES NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR
IMPLIED, CONCERNING THE ACCURACY OF COMPLETENESS OF THE INFORMATION
AND DATA HEREIN. THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED.

THIS MSDS WAS PREPARED AND IS TO BE USED ONLY FOR THIS PRODUCT. IF THE
PRODUCT IS TO BE USED AS A COMPONENT IN ANOTHER PRODUCT, THIS MSDS
INFORMATION MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE.
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