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Robert W.  (Bob) Wickman 
1260 Trail Ridge Drive   Canyon Lake, Texas 78133-4454   

(830) 899-6373  Cellular: (830) 708-1644 
bobw3333@gvtc.com 

 
 

November 5, 2010 
 
Office of the Chief Clerk 
ATTN: Agenda Docket Clerk, Mail Code 105 
TCEQ, 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
 
Ref: Docket No. 2010-1602-MWD 
Permit No. WQ0012074001 
Subj: Fort Sam Houston Wastewater Treatment Plant Permit Renewal 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I wish to take issue with the recent ruling by TCEQ to recommend unconditional renewal of 
the FSH WWTP discharge permit.  In your reply to interested parties with a justiciable 
interest, you noted at least 10 written violations within a period of 77 inspections.  Since 
Canyon Lake is noted for heavy contact recreation, I personally, and the 700 members of 
Friends of Canyon Lake, find it a travesty that your organization, which is charged with 
environmental protection, plans to avoid taking action to require upgrade of this 44-year-
old facility. 
 
At the recent Public Meeting, State Representative Douglas Miller requested a reasonable,  
interim approval for two years to force Department of the Army to finally give some 
attention to this antiquated facility, which their representatives have freely noted is simply 
due to funding priorities and a lack of pressure from your organization.  You appear 
prepared to deny this simple and reasonable request, and we appeal that decision. 
 
Canyon Lake and the Guadalupe have increasingly become a repository for wastewater 
discharge.  The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority has publicly noted algae growth in 
Canyon Lake which affects water quality for its drinking water contracts.  I’m certain you 
are aware that algae thrive in nutrient-enriched waters.  Unlike the nearby Canyon Park 
Estates WWTP, the FSH WWTP has no provision for nitrate/phosphate treatment due to 
its antiquated design. 
 
Unlike the protection afforded the Highland Lakes through Chapter 311 of Title 30 of the 
Texas Administrative Code, we have to depend on you for oversight.   As I write this, 
Seasonal Turnover is occurring on Canyon Lake, and the unmistakable odor of hydrogen 
sulfide from the outfall is extremely strong (and probably beyond the limits for safe 
breathing of this toxic gas in the area surrounding residences and walking trails just below 
the dam). 
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If you deny this simple and reasonable request for a timely upgrade, we plan to appeal to 
the Sunset Advisory Commission, and also begin plans to petition the Legislature for 
Chapter 311 relief.  That would be a much larger problem for you to solve. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Robert W. (Bob) Wickman 
President of the Board 
Friends of Canyon Lake 
 
 

 


