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Re: El Paso Water Utilities Aquifer Exemption Application

Chief Clertk:

I" i
The efforts by the El Paso Water Utilities (RPWU) to guarantee a bountiful and safe sugbly of
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water that will benefit El Paso for decades to come have been exceptional. In addition to setting
standards on water conservation that are paramount in Texas, EPWU developed a state of the art
water desalination plant in east El Paso. The plant is the linchpin to our long term water supply.

[ have been informed by EPWU that an application for exemption has been submitted to TCEQ
for the purpose of deep well disposal sites for the brine concentrate produced. Throughout the
process going back to 2003, the engineers at the utility have assured my office that the deep well
disposal sites are sufficiently remote and do not imperil the future use of the Hueco Bolson.

Because the plant is so important to the future vitality and growth of the county of El Paso, it is
imperative that the application be accepted and approved. The desalination process is also
important to our national defense in that Ft. Bliss, the premier military installation in the U.S,,

depends on the treated water as well.
‘Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,

ot & A 00

Chente Quintanilla
State Representative

chente.quintanilia@house state.tx.us
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Acting Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, MC105
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear Ms. Chao:

I am writing in support of the El Paso Water Utilities aquifer exemption application related to the
deep well injection of concentrate produced at the Kay Bailey Hutchinson Desalination Plant.
The aquifer exemption is a waiver of the requirement that the injected water (concentrate) meet
primary drinking standards.

The desalination plant produces up to 104,098 cubic meters (27.5 million gallons) of fresh water
daily for the E1 Paso community. The plant is the largest desalination inland plant in the world
and proves that this water supply alternative can be financially viable for inland areas. El Paso
Water Utilities serves 97 percent of El Paso County which is home to about 800,600 residents,
and the reverse osmosis desalination plant is a critical component to El Paso’s diversified water
portfolio. Desalination helps reduce the city’s reliance on the Hueco Bolson Aquifer’s finite
fresh water supply, and it also provides a drought-proof water resource during years of river
drought, a condition which our region is currently experiencing.

While deep well injection is not commonly used for concentrate disposal, this method of disposal
saves money and preserves land without adversely affecting the environment.

For these reasons, 1 suppost the Bl Daso Water Utilitics aquifer-exemption application which will
help ensure the water supply for our community, especially in times of drought, If you have any
questions please contact my office at (202)225-4831, o :

Sincerely,

Silvestre REyes

Member of Congress ( T — R

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER ' . §
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I am writing in support of the El Pako Water Utilities aquifer exemption application related to the
deep well injection of concentrate produced at the Kay Bailey Hutchinson Desalination Plant.
The aquifer exemption is a waiver df the requirement that the injected water (concentrate) meet
primary drinking standards. '

The desalination plant produces up to 104,098 cubic meters (27.5 million gallons) of fresh water
daily for the EI Paso community. The plant is the largest desalination inland plant in the world
and proves that this water supply alternative can be financially viable for inland areas. El Paso
Water Utilities serves 97 percent of El Paso County which is home to about 800,600 residents,
and the reverse osmosis desalination plant is a critical component to Ei Paso’s diversified water
portfolio. Desalination helps reduce the city’s reliance on the Hueco Bolson Aquifer’s finite
fresh water supply, and it also provides a drought-proof water resource during years of river -
drought, a condition which our region is currently experiencing. '

While deep well injection is not commonly used for concentrate disposal, this method of disposal
saves money and preserves land without adversely affecting the environment. '

For these reasons, I support the El P aso Water Utilities aquifer exemption application which will
help ensure the water supply for our commupity, especially in times of drought. If you have any
questions please contact my office at (202)225-4831.

Member of Congress (_(/“‘-w“
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