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VIA FACSIMILE AND US Mail CHIEF CLERKS OFFICE
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

P.G. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Fax Number: 512-238-3311

Re: Additional COMMENTS of Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign
and South Texas Colonias Initiative, Request for Contested Case Hearing on the
APPLICATION and attempt to obtain Air Permit NO. 80693 and Proposed Air Permit PSD
Permit NO. PSDTX1086, which would authorize operation of existing storage tanks located
at 1801 Nueces Bay Blvd., Citgo Refining and Chemicals Company, L.P., Corpus Christi,
Nueces County, Texas

Dear Chief Clerk:

Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign, South Texas Colonias Initiative,
submitted comments to the Application and Intent to Obtain Air Permit No. 80693 and Proposed
PSD Permit NO. PSDTX1086, submitted to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(*TCEQ™) by Citgo Refining and Chemicals Company, L.P., on December 22, 2006, Commenters
requested a contested case hearing on Citgo Refining and Chemicals Company, L.P., Application and
Intent to Obtain Air Permit NO. 80693 and Proposed Air Permit PSD Permit No, PSDTX1086. The
project was determined to be “administratively complete” on February 12, 2007, and newspaper notice
was published on March 12, 2007. These comments were timely filed since Commenters submitted
them within 30 days afier newspaper notice was published.

In addition, we would like to include the following comments:

e The application states: BACT for storage tank maintenance and startup (MSS) — “Free liquid will
be removed by draining to a closed system and/or pumped to a closed container or transport. The
tank will then be opened to the atmosphere. The tank will be cleaned prior to re-filling”

The Commenters question why CITGO isn’t proposing to clean the tanks before opening to the
atmosphere. The residue in the tanks, after emptying, will volatilize, and discharge to the air if they open
the tanks, adding more carcinogens on the community.

s Commenters question the numerical inconsistency in the emission rates (hourly vs annual). The
emission rate numbers provided by the TCEQ permit reviewer for normal emissions for VOCs is
1015.76 Ib/hr at 305.8 TPY, 1015.76 X 8760 (hrs. per year) = 8898057.6 divided by 2000
{tons/lbs) = 4449.0288 tpy , not 305.8 tpy — that’s over 14 times higher than the TCEQ draft
permit value for tatal VOC annual rate of 305.8
We request that TCEQ include the above comments to the comments previously submitted (April 11, 2007)
by the commenters.

Sincerely, T u .=
Enrique Valdivia, Counsel W @J Aot/ QL
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid

1111 North Main
San Antonio, Texas 78212
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Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105

Texas Commigsion on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Fax Number: 512-239-3311

Re: Additional COMMENTS of Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reformn Campaipn
and South Texas Colonias Initintive, Request for Contested Case Hearing on the
APPLICATION and atterpt to obtain Air Permit NO. 80693 and Propused Air Permit PSD
Permit NO. PSDPTX1086, which would authorize operation of existing storage tanks located
at 1804 Nueces Bay Bivd,, Citgo Refining and Chemicals Company, L.P., Corpus Christi,
Nueces County, Texas

Dear Chief Clerk:

Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign, South Texas Colonias Iniliative,
submited comments Lo the Application snd Intent to Obtain Alr Permil No. 80693 and Proposcd
PSD Permit NO. PSDTX 1086, submitted to the Texas Commission an Environmental Qualiry
(“TCEQ™) by Citgo Reflning and Chemicals Campany, L.P_, on December 22, 2006. Commenters
requested a contested case hearing on Citgo Kefining and Chemicals Company, L.F., Application and
Intent to Obrain Air Permit NO. 80693 and Proposed Air Permit PSD Permit No. PSDTX1086. The
project was deteriniied 10 be “udministrutively complelc” on February 12, 2007, and newspaper notice
was published on March 12, 2007, These comments were timely filed since Commenlers submilted
them within 30 days after newspaper notice was published,

In addition, we would fike o include the folfowing coramenty;

= The application states: BAC'I' for storage tank maintenance and startup (MSS) — “Free liquid will
be removed by draining to a closed system and/or pumped to a closed container or teansport. The
Lak will chen be opened 10 the almosphere, The wnk will be cleaned prior w re-filling®

‘The Commenters question why CITGO isn’t proposing to clean Lhe anks before opening, to the
atmosphere. The residue in the tanks, alter emptying, will volatilize, and discharge 10 the air if they open
Whe tanks, adding more carcinogens on the conununily,

= Conmunenters yuestion the numerical incongistency in the emission rates (hourly vs annual). The
emission rate numbers provided by the I'CLQ) permit reviewer for normal emissions for VOCs is
1015.76 Ib/he ar 305.8 TPY. 101576 X 8760 (hrs. per year) = 8898057.6 divided by 2000
(tons/lbs) = 4449.0288 1py , not 305.8 tpy ~ that’s ovey [4 times higher than the TCEQ dralt
permit value for rotal VOC annual rate of 305.8
We request thut TCEQ include the ubove comments o the comments previously submitted (April 11, 2007)
by the commenicrs.

Sincerely, % T ' s
Enrigue Valdivia, Counsel //"\/\-’uﬂ/(/& (-/ \UI ot g
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid v

111 North Main

San Antonio, Texas 78212
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facsimile transmittal

U,

To: Office of Chief Clerk Fax; 512-239-3311

From; Cltlizens for Environmental Justice Date: 571472007

Re: Additlenal Comments on Cltgo Parmit Pages; 2 {including covar)

# Urgent 2 For review 1 Pleasa comrient 17 Please reply {J Please racycle
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ﬁ April 11, @UFF CLERS OFFICE
VIA FACSIMILE AND US Mail OPA

Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality APR 17 2007

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087 BY

Fax Number: 512-239-3311 [

Re: COMMENTS of Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign
and South Texas Colonias Initiative, Request for Contested Case Hearing on the
APPLICATION and attempt to obtain Air Permit NO. 80693 and Proposed Air
Permit PSD Permit NO. PSDTX1086, which would authorize operation of existing
storage tanks located at 1801 Nueces Bay Blvd., Citgo Refining and Chemicals
Company, L.P., Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Texas

Dear Chief Clerk:

Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign, South Texas Colonias
Initiative, hereby submit the following comments to the Application and Intent to Obtain
Air Permit No. 80693 and Proposed PSD Permit NO, PSDTX 1086, submitted to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (“TCEQ”) by Citgo Refining and Chemicals
Company, L.P., on December 22, 2006. Commenters request a contested case hearing on
Citgo Refining and Chemicals Company, L.P., Application and Intent to Obtain Air Permit
NO. 80693 and Proposed Air Permit PSD Permit No. PSDTX1086. The project was
determined to be “administratively complete” on February 12, 2007, and newspaper notice
was published on March 12, 2007. These comments are timely filed since Commenters
submitted them within 30 days after newspaper notice was published.

Commenter Citizens for Environmental Justice is a Corpus Christi non-profit community
organization. Suzie Canales is a Corpus Christi resident and Director of Citizens for
Environmental Justice which works to achieve environmental justice in Corpus Christi,
Texas; South Texas Colonias Initiative is a non-profit organization which works to improve
living conditions for residents of the colonias, Lione! Lopez, Director; The Refinery Reform
Campaign, Denny Larson, Director, is a national campaign that seeks to clean up refineries,
Members of Citizens for Environmental Justice live and work near, and are directly affected
by Citgo’s facility.

Comment:

e Section 8.14 of the permit application states that 'Demonstration of short-tetm emission
caps will be accomplished through calculations using the maximum pumping rate
specified in the permit.’ Considering that maximum emissions from these tanks occurs
during refilling, the accuracy of the emission factors used to convert pumping rates into
estimated VOC emission rates is critical for actual conformance with permit emission
limits and, by extension, protection of the health of those living near the tanks. Is the



database from which the emission factors were derived current? Does it include data
collected over recent years at facility in question? What measured emissions at the
facility in question demonstrate that the emission factors reasonably estimate VOC tank
emissions during tank filling?

COMMENTS:

The population near Citgo refinery, also known as refinery row, is mostly people of color and
low-income. Health studies indicate that Corpus Christi has higher rates of certain types of cancer
and over-all birth defects than the rest of the state,

The latest in a series of birth defects studies conducted by the Texas Department of State Health
Services Epidemiology and Surveillance Branch (7/06) revealed that for 1996-2002, the Corpus
Christi area had 84% higher rates of overall birth defects when compared to the rest of the
registry. Severe birth defects were 17% higher in Corpus Christi, when compared to the rest of
the state.

A report by Citizens for Environmental Justice, “Corpus Christi, Texas: Criminal Injustice in an
All American City,” revealed that race zoning restrictions applied decades ago, forcing people of
color and low-income to live by hazardous site, refineries and dumpsites. Although the racial
zoning was repealed, the communities along refinery row are still predominantly low-income,
communities of color - city, county and the state of Texas have not corrected the problem.

This has been brought to the attention of the US Department of Justice.

A statistical analysis conducted by Public Citizen “Industrial Upset Pollution: Who Pays the
Price?” strongly indicates that children of color and low-income are being adversely impacted by
pollution, affecting school attendance rates, children’s health, education and the economy:,

Citgo Refinery East Plant is also currently under Federal Criminal Indictments, for among other
things, violating the Clean Air Act by operating 2 tanks (116 &117) without proper pollution
control devices, resulting in the release of tons of uncontrolled benzene, a carcinogen, straight
into the environment, and lying about it. The fence-line community of Hillcrest, which includes
Citizens for Environmental Justice members, have been directly impacted by these criminal acts
and would be directly impacted by the issuance of this permit, which would emit the following
contaminants: organic compounds, hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, nitrogen oxides, and carbon
monoxide.

We request that TCEQ consider the issues identified above and grant us a contested case hearing.

Sincerely, _ )

s 1.
iy WA
EnriquefrValdivia
Counsel
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
1111 North Main
San Antonio, Texas 78212

PH: 210-212-3700
FAX: 210-212-3772
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VIA FACSIMILE AND US Mail

Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-]05

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Fax Number: 512~239-3311

Re:  COMMENTS of Citizens tor Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign
and Sonth Texas Coloning Initiative, Request for Contested Cuane Hearing on the
APPLICATION and attempt to obtain Air Permit NO. 80693 and Propoged Air
Permit PSD Permit NO. PSDTX1086, which would authorire operntion of existing
storagc tanks located at 1801 Nucces Bay Bivd., Citgo Refining and Chemicals
Company, L.P., Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Texas

Dear Chief Clerk:

Citizens for Environmental Justice, Refinery Reform Campaign, South Texas Colonias
Initiative, hereby submit the following comments to the Application and Tutent to Obtain
Alr Permil No. 80693 and Proposed PSD Permit NO. PSDTX 1086, submitted to the Texas
Comimission on Fnvironmental Quality (“TCEQ™) by Citgo Refining and Clhemicals
Company, L.P., on December 22, 2006. Commenters request a contested case hearing on
Citgo Reliming and Chemicals Company, L.P., Application and Intent to Obtain Air Permnit
NO. 80693 and Proposed Air Permit PSD Permit No. PSDTX 1686, The project was
determined to be “administratively complete™ on February 12, 2007, and newspaper notice
was published on March 12, 2007, These comments arc timely filed since Commenters
submitted them within 30 days after newspaper notice was published.

Commenter Citizens for Environmental Justice is a Corpus Christi non-profit community
organizalion. Suzie Canales is a Corpus Christi resident and Director of Citizens for
Euvironmental Justice which works 1o achicyve environmental justice in Corpus Christd,
Texas; South Texas Colonias Initiative is a non-profit organization which works to improve
living conditions for residents of the colonias, Lionel Lopez, Director; The Refinery Reform
Campaign, Denny Larson, Dircetor, is a national campaign that seeks to clean up refineries.
Members of Citizens for Environmental Justice dive and work near, and are directly affceted
by Citgo's lacility.

Conument:

= Scetion 8.14 of the permit application statcs that Demonstration of short-term emission
caps will be accomplished through calculations using the msimum pumping rate
specificd in (he permit.’ Considering that maximum emissions from these tanks occurs
during refilling, the accuracy of the cmission factors used to convert pumping rates into
estimated VOC emission rates is eritical for aciual conformance with permit emission
fimits and, by extension, protection of the health of those living near the tanks, Is the
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databasc from which the emission lactors were derived current? Dous it include data
cullected over recent years at facility in question? Whal measured emissions at the

facility in question demonstrate thal the emission factors reasonably cstimate VOC tank
crnigsions during tank filling?

COMMENTS:

The population near Cilgo refinery, also known as refinery row, is mostly people of color and
low-income. Health studies indicale that Corpus Christi has hi gher rates of certain types of cancer
and over-all birth defeels than the rest of the state.

The latest in a series of birth defects studies conducted by the Texas Department of State Health
Services Epidemiclogy and Surveillance Branch (7/06) revealed that for 1996-2002, the Corpus
Christi area had 84% higher ratcs of overall birth defects when compared to the rest of the
ragistry. Severe birth defzets were 17% higher in Corpus Christi, when comparcd to the rest of
the ytate.

A report by Citizens for Environmental Justice, “Corpus Christi, Texas: Criminal Injustice in an
All American City,"” revealed that race zoning restrictions applied decades ago, forcing people of
color and low-income to live by hazardous site, refincrics and dumpsites. Although the racial
zoning was repealed, the communities aong relincry raw are still predominantly low-income,
communities of color - city, county and the statc of Texas have not corrected the problem.

This has been brought to the attention of the US Departinent of Justice.

A stauistical analysis conducted by Public Citizen “Industrial U pset Pollution; Who Pays the
Price?™ strongly indicates that children of color and Tow-income are being adversely impacted by
pollution, affecting school attendance rates, children’s health, education and the COUNIMY.

Citgo Refinery East Plant is also currently under Federal Criminal Indictments, for among other
things, viokating the Clean Air Acl by operating 2 tanks {116 &117) without proper pollution
control devices, resulting in the release of tons of uncontrolled bencene, u carcinogen, straight
inko the environment, and lying about it. The fence-line community of Hillerest, which includes
Citizens for Environmental Justice members, have been directly impacted by these criminal acts
and would be dircctly impacted by (he issuance of this permit, which would emit the following
contaminants: organic compounds, hydrogen sulfide, ammonia, nitrogen oxides, and carbon
monaxide.

We roquest that TCEQ consider the issues identitied above and prant us a contested casc hearing.
Sincerely,

Yufu&ﬂjﬁbhuj (ilAiLLEi/k;{J
Cnriquelvaldivia
Counscl
Texas RioGramde Legal Aid
1111 North Main
San Antonio, Texas 78212

PH: 210-212-3700
FAX:210-212-3772
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facsimile transmittal

To: ChieF Clerk, TCEQ Fax, 512-239-3311
From: Suzia Canales, CFE} Date: 4/1172007

Re: Citgo Commants MO 806923 Pages: 3 (Including caver)

% Urgent C! For review {2 Please comment 15 Please reply I7 Please recycle
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