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November 20, 2014 

TO:  Persons on the attached mailing list. 

RE: DeCordova Power Company, LLC and Luminant Generation Company, LLC  
TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 

Decision of the Executive Director. 

The executive director has made a decision that the above-referenced permit application 
meets the requirements of applicable law.  This decision does not authorize 
construction or operation of any proposed facilities.  Unless a timely request 
for contested case hearing or reconsideration is received (see below), the TCEQ 
executive director will act on the application and issue the permit. 

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the Executive Director’s Response to Comments.  A 
copy of the complete application, draft permit and related documents, including public 
comments, is available for review at the TCEQ Central office.  A copy of the complete 
application, the draft permit, and executive director’s preliminary decision are available 
for viewing and copying at the Hood County Courts Building, County Clerk’s Office, 
1200 West Pearl Street, Granbury, Texas. 

If you disagree with the executive director’s decision, and you believe you are an 
“affected person” as defined below, you may request a contested case hearing.  In 
addition, anyone may request reconsideration of the executive director’s decision.  A 
brief description of the procedures for these two requests follows. 

How To Request a Contested Case Hearing. 

It is important that your request include all the information that supports your right to a 
contested case hearing.  You must demonstrate that you meet the applicable legal 
requirements to have your hearing request granted.  The commission’s consideration of 
your request will be based on the information you provide. 

The request must include the following: 

(1) Your name, address, daytime telephone number, and, if possible, a fax number. 

(2) If the request is made by a group or association, the request must identify: 

(A) one person by name, address, daytime telephone number, and, if possible, 
the fax number, of the person who will be responsible for receiving all 
communications and documents for the group; and  
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(B) one or more members of the group that would otherwise have standing to 
request a hearing in their own right.  The interests the group seeks to 
protect must relate to the organization’s purpose.  Neither the claim 
asserted nor the relief requested must require the participation of the 
individual members in the case. 

(3) The name of the applicant, the permit number and other numbers listed above so 
that your request may be processed properly. 

(4) A statement clearly expressing that you are requesting a contested case hearing.  
For example, the following statement would be sufficient: “I request a contested 
case hearing.” 

Your request must demonstrate that you are an “affected person.”  An affected 
person is one who has a personal justiciable interest related to a legal right, duty, 
privilege, power, or economic interest affected by the application.  Your request must 
describe how and why you would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or 
activity in a manner not common to the general public.  For example, to the extent your 
request is based on these concerns, you should describe the likely impact on your health, 
safety, or uses of your property which may be adversely affected by the proposed facility 
or activities.  To demonstrate that you have a personal justiciable interest, you must 
state, as specifically as you are able, your location and the distance between your 
location and the proposed facility or activities. 

Your request must raise disputed issues of fact that are relevant and material to the 
commission’s decision on this application.  The request must be based on issues that 
were raised during the comment period.  The request cannot be based solely on issues 
raised in comments that have been withdrawn.  The enclosed Response to Comments 
will allow you to determine the issues that were raised during the comment period and 
whether all comments raising an issue have been withdrawn.  The public comments 
filed for this application are available for review and copying at the Chief Clerk’s office at 
the address below. 

To facilitate the commission’s determination of the number and scope of issues to be 
referred to hearing, you should: 1) specify any of the executive director’s responses to 
comments that you dispute; and 2) the factual basis of the dispute.  In addition, you 
should list, to the extent possible, any disputed issues of law or policy. 

How To Request Reconsideration of the Executive Director’s 
Decision. 

Unlike a request for a contested case hearing, anyone may request reconsideration of the 
executive director’s decision.  A request for reconsideration should contain your name, 
address, daytime phone number, and, if possible, your fax number.  The request must 
state that you are requesting reconsideration of the executive director’s decision, and 
must explain why you believe the decision should be reconsidered. 



 

 

Deadline for Submitting Requests. 

A request for a contested case hearing or reconsideration of the executive director’s 
decision must be received by the Chief Clerk’s office no later than 30 calendar days 
after the date of this letter.  You may submit your request electronically at 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/comments or by mail to the following address: 

Bridget C. Bohac, Chief Clerk 
TCEQ, MC-105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

Processing of Requests. 

Timely requests for a contested case hearing or for reconsideration of the executive 
director’s decision will be referred to the alternative dispute resolution director and set 
on the agenda of one of the commission’s regularly scheduled meetings.  Additional 
instructions explaining these procedures will be sent to the attached mailing list when 
this meeting has been scheduled.  

How to Obtain Additional Information. 

If you have any questions or need additional information about the procedures 
described in this letter, please call the Public Education Program, toll free, at 1-800-
687-4040. 

Sincerely, 

 
Bridget C. Bohac 
Chief Clerk 

BCB/ka 

Enclosure

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/comments


 

 

MAILING LIST 
for 

DeCordova Power Company, LLC and Luminant Generation Company, LLC  
TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 

FOR THE APPLICANT: 

Ryan Bayle, P.G., Water Resources 
Coordinator 
Luminant Generation Company, LLC 
1601 Bryan Street, 27-090E 
Dallas, Texas  75201 
 
Gary Spicer, Water Quality and Solid 
Waste Manager 
Luminant Generation Company, LLC 
1601 Bryan Street, 27-095C 
Dallas, Texas  75201 
 
PROTESTANTS/INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

See attached list. 

FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
via electronic mail: 

Brian Christian, Director 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Environmental Assistance Division 
Public Education Program MC-108 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 

Michael T. Parr II, Staff Attorney 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Environmental Law Division MC-173 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 

Merrit McKelvy, Technical Staff 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Water Quality Division MC-148 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 

FOR PUBLIC INTEREST COUNSEL 
via electronic mail: 

Vic McWherter, Attorney 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Public Interest Counsel MC-103 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 

FOR THE CHIEF CLERK 
via electronic mail: 

Bridget C. Bohac, Chief Clerk 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Office of Chief Clerk MC-105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 



ABBOTT , EDWIN M  

1502 CHELSEA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1236 

ADAMS , JAMES COREY  

244 SIESTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4314 

ALBERTSON , JANE  & NORM  

628 S HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2897 

ALBERTSON , NORM  

628 S HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2897 

ALLAN , BILL  

PO BOX 1983 

GRANBURY TX 76048-8983 

ALLAN , ELAINE  

3913 BUENA VISTA CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1611 

ALLEN , TONY  

1101 CATALINA BAY BLVD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1478 

ALLSOPP , SHARON  

2816 RIVER RIDGE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6506 

APPLEWHITE , JACK  

1507 BOCA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4026 

ARMSTRONG , LISA  

1028 WESTERN HILLS CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6704 

ASHLEY , LIZ  & RAY  

5009 RIO VISTA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5173 

ASTALAS , DANIEL  

2425 GRAPEVINE CT 

WEATHERFORD TX 76087-1748 

BARR , MRS JANA  

3900 NELSON CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1504 

BAUGH , DON  & LYNN  

700 TAHITI DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2563 

BENSON , KATHY  

6624 DAYLA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1759 

BERNIER , JAMES  

4105 NEWPORT BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5880 

BERRY , STEVE  

HOOD CNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 4 

ANNEX 1 

1410 W PEARL ST 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1826 

BIRDWELL , THE HONORABLE BRIAN SENATE 

DISTRICT 22 

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

PO BOX 12068 

AUSTIN TX 78711-2068 

BIRKELBACH , MR LARRY  

1906 W EMERALD BEND CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5584 

BLAIR , DAVID  & NORMA  

6505 CHRISTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1735 

BLOCH , DANIELA  

1002 WEST AVE STE 305 

AUSTIN TX 78701-2051 

BONDS , ANNETTE  & TOM  

4119 LANDS END CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6112 

BOOTS , MR JIM  

2728 GREENBROOK CT 

GRAPEVINE TX 76051-5600 

BOOZER , BARBARA  & JOHN  

1103 PENROD ST 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2339 

BOYD , LARRY EUGENE  

749 TIN TOP ESTATES RD 

WEATHERFORD TX 76087-6849 

BOYLE , MR JERRY A  

3301 WESTOVER CT 

GRAPEVINE TX 76051-6859 

BREDENKAMP , CHRISTINA  

4841 WOODCREEK CROSSING DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-7784 

BRENT , LESLEE  & MIKE  

3547 PECAN GROVE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3957 

BROCK , WILLIAM  

207 CASAS DEL SUR ST 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1454 

BROUSSARD , RICHARD  

BA-CNS.COM 

4100 TWILIGHT TRL 

PLANO TX 75093-3835 



 

BRYSON , MS SUE  

4029 DAKOTA TRL 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6014 

CABANSAG , F WAYNE  

PO BOX 100 

KEENE TX 76059-0100 

CAGLE , JIM L  

615 TIN TOP ESTATES RD 

WEATHERFORD TX 76087-7148 

CAMPBELL , MR R DANNY  

HENRY RESOURCES 

3525 ANDREWS HWY 

MIDLAND TX 79703-5056 

CARSON , RAY  

713 PINTAIL CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5564 

CASON , JODY  

826 RAMBLING CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5594 

CASS , GENIE  

1205 LADY AMBER LN 

GRANBURY TX 76049-8078 

CASSLE , MRS MARSHA  

3109 ALTA VISTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1816 

CHAPMAN , MS LEAH RHAE  

9519 NUTCRACKER CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-4183 

CHILTON , WILLIAM  

1711 BENT TREE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-8086 

CHOAT , MR NOBLE  

2705 HARBORSIDE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2694 

CHRISTENSEN , JOHN  

5102 HERITAGE OAKS DR 

COLLEYVILLE TX 76034-5975 

CHRISTENSEN , SHIRLEY  

5102 HERITAGE OAKS DR 

COLLEYVILLE TX 76034-5975 

CHRISTIANSON , COLLEEN  

4116 AZTEC CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6134 

CLEAVER , RONALD  

1202 CANVASBACK DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2615 

COCKERHAM , DARRELL  

100 E PEARL ST 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2407 

COHEN , DAVID  

5103 DILLARD LN 

DALLAS TX 75209-5735 

COLEMAN , EVELYN  

5028 LAKEWOOD DR 

PLANO TX 75093-7536 

COMBS , DR. MICHAEL  

1101 LAGUNA VISTA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2759 

CONNOR , MR MIKE A  

3713 QUAIL RUN 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6218 

CONNORS , MIKE  

901 MALLARD POINTE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5577 

CROSS , ANGELA  

4301 CRESCENT DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5335 

CROSS , MR CONNER  

4301 CRESCENT DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5335 

CROSS , MR DONNY  

4301 CRESCENT DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5335 

CROSS , STANTON JAMES  

1306 CONCORD AVE 

SOUTHLAKE TX 76092-9365 

CROSS , STANTON JAMES  

4303 CRESCENT DR 

DECORDOVA TX 76049-5335 

CROWSON , DON  & GINGER  

5007 RIO VISTA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5173 

CUNNINGHAM , ALAN  

1609 RIDGEVIEW DR 

ARLINGTON TX 76012-1943 

CURTIS , GAYLE  

1610 OSPREY DR 

DESOTO TX 75115-2428 

CURTIS , LARRY  

1610 OSPREY DR 

DESOTO TX 75115-2428 



 

DALE , HOLLY J  

2307 VIENNA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1469 

DANIELSON , MR MARK W  

116 EASTMEADOW LN 

WEATHERFORD TX 76087-1113 

DAVIS , DEBRA J  

1606 ISLAND VILLAGE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5999 

DAVIS , PAUL  

3629 W HOLIDAY ESTATES CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6237 

DELYEA , WAYNE  

5517 EQUESTRIAN DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-4464 

DEMHARTER , WILLIAM  

1615 MALIBU BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1499 

DICKENS , JAMES  

3904 PECAN VALLEY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3952 

DICKENS , MARSHA  

3904 PECAN VALLEY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3952 

DOHERTY , JAMES E  

3715 QUAIL RUN 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6218 

DONOQHUE , SUSAN  & T J  

4003 DAKOTA TRL 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6014 

DOWELL , DAVID  

4906 WALNUT PLACE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5198 

DOYLE , FRED  

2610 HARBORSIDE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2693 

EAGLE , DAVE  

PO BOX 1496 

GRANBURY TX 76048-8496 

EDMONSON , BRYAN  

640 COUNTY ROAD 318 

ALVARADO TX 76009-8452 

EDWARDS , KENNETH  

4501 E KENWOOD CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5850 

FABER , DORIS  & JOHN  

2009 CORDOVA CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5729 

FACER , MRS LINDA S  

1608 CHESAPEAKE BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1479 

FAIN , ROBERT  

7000 MARBLE BLUFF CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5015 

FERRERO JR , EDWARD PHILIP  

2003 GREEN WING DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5576 

FEWELL , JACKIE  

1406 PARK ROAD 36 

GRAFORD TX 76449-5505 

FEWELL , MERT  

1007 REDBUD PT 

GRAFORD TX 76449-6006 

FISHER , MRS VIRGINIA A  

2412 WATERS EDGE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2659 

FOSTER , LIND R  

3804 AQUA VISTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1632 

FRANCE , ALOIS  & CHERYL H  

411 BRAZOS HARBOR DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2257 

GARLINGTON , ANITA  

4202 BLUFF VIEW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5012 

GARLINGTON , MR WALTER  

4202 BLUFF VIEW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5012 

GARNER , MR RICHARD TODD  

3721 COVE TIMBER AVE 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5006 

GARRAWAY , MR PAUL  

1513 BOCA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4026 

GEISSER , JAMES  

2810 RIVER RIDGE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6506 

GENTRY , MR THOMAS JORDAN  

2817 HARRIS BLVD 

AUSTIN TX 78703-1962 



 

GERSON , CAROL  

2506 PEBBLE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2619 

GILES , KATHY  

YKNOT PRODUCTIONS 

4301 SOUTHERN OAKS RD 

CLEBURNE TX 76031-8512 

GOODMAN JR , MR ELGAN CLIFTON  

7401 RAVENSWOOD RD 

GRANBURY TX 76049-4742 

GREEN , CAROL  

3907 PECAN VALLEY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3953 

GREENE , MR JAMES H  

3208 FERRY BOAT LN 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1564 

GRIER , MR BRETT  

173 E EL CAMINO REAL 

WEATHERFORD TX 76087-6533 

GRIFFIS , DON  & SANDRA K  

6530 DAYLA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1758 

GRINTER , MS ALISON  

2815 HILLTOP RD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3578 

GRINTER , WESLEY J  

2815 HILLTOP RD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3578 

GRIZZLE , MR FRED C  

4105 LARK HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5879 

GRIZZLE , MRS JOYE M  

4105 LARK HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5879 

GROVES , RANDY  

1101 MALLARD CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2676 

HACKETT , KEN  

1401 HARBOR LAKES DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4012 

HAGER , ALSION  

2216 TANTON SOUND CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-8088 

HALLMAN , TIM  

1508 CHELSEA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1236 

HAMMOND , DEBI  & MATT  

312 TRAN HAVEN CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4346 

HARLOW , MR DAVID E  

3408 TAHITIAN CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6120 

HAY , DR. DOUGLAS  

1121 CAHILL WAY 

DENTON TX 76208-5111 

HEARREAN , SHELLIE E  

STE E 

2340 SUPERIOR DR 

PANTEGO TX 76013-6095 

HEDGES , DIANE  

435 E EWELL ST 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1653 

HERRERA , MR EDDY L  

2209 RANDY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1145 

HICKMAN , MRS CINDY  

2401 HIGHLAND DR 

COLLEYVILLE TX 76034-5311 

HICKMAN , MR JOHN  

4314 ELMWOOD CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5810 

HILL , GARY  

3705 LAKE VISTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6215 

HOFFMAN , CARYL  & JOHN G  

725 BRAZOS HARBOR CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2255 

HUBER , CHARLES R  

506 SIESTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4353 

HUBER , GLENNA M  

RETIRED/TXU 

4500 PEAK RD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6827 

JAMES , RANDY LYNN  

4513 WILDWOOD CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5824 

JEFFREY , KELLY  & LORI  

4419 COVE TIMBER CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5085 

JOHNSON , MR BRYCE  

1509 PEBBLE BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1238 



 

JOHNSON , JOEY  

6621 SUNSET COVE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1785 

JOHNSON , SHERRY  

5014 MOHAWK CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5323 

JONES , JAMES J  

2710 HARBORSIDE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2694 

JONES , MR JOHN LEE  

1503 PEBBLE BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1238 

KEARBY , JEROME  

225 GRANADA CALLE ST 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1426 

KEATHLEY , MARTIN  

1501 BOCA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4026 

KEFFER , THE HONORABLE JIM  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 60 

PO BOX 2910 

AUSTIN TX 78768-2910 

KEPNER , KENNETH  

LAKE GRANBURY WATERFRONT OWNER 

213 BAHAMA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2590 

KING , ARNOLD  

1900 CANAVERAL CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4370 

KITTEN , MINDI  

10504 UTICA AVE 

LUBBOCK TX 79424-5799 

KOEPKE , THOMAS E  

2719 CASAS DEL SUR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1465 

KRAMER , MR BILL  

3311 MIDWAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5482 

LANE , EDDIE  

634 S ROUGH CREEK CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2904 

LEACH , DAN C  

3710 E PORT RIDGLEA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5872 

LEASE , MICHAEL H  

314 DREXEL DR 

GRAPEVINE TX 76051-5101 

LEWIS , DAN  

1415 CONEJOS CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6082 

LITZGERALD , JOHN  

6521 CHRISTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1735 

LONGBINE , DALE ELLEN  

2329 RIVER RD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2644 

LOVELESS III , MR PHILIP  

4501 LAKESHORE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-3633 

MACARTHUR , MR JACK  

2309 VIENNA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1469 

MACKIE , GRANT  

1503 BOCA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4026 

MATRAS , MR ALBERT  

2005 W RAMBLA ST 

TAMPA FL 33612-7532 

MAYES , JIM  

1207 CLIFF SWALLOW CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2677 

MCCLAIN , MRS JANET A  

314 SIESTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4316 

MCHUGH , JUDY  

702 OLD CLEBURNE RD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2537 

MCMURRAY , BARBARA  

8202 SUMMERLEAF DR 

ARLINGTON TX 76001-2960 

MILLER , DR. BILL  

MAKE A WAY MINISTRIES 

204 TURNER CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2169 

MITCHELL , BILL  

4309 N PORT RIDGLEA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5867 

MOORE , MR JAMES M  

3903 E CHIPPEWA TRL 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6010 

MORRIS , JEFF R  

TALENT & TOOLS 

3025 CATTLE DR 

CROWLEY TX 76036-9747 



 

MOUHOT , RAY  

508 SIESTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4353 

MUNFORD , BARBARA  & GEORGE  

3405 ZANZIBAR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6143 

MUNFORD SR , MR GEORGE F  

3405 ZANZIBAR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6143 

MURPHY , MR WILLIAM A  

4205 N CHISHOLM TRL 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6305 

MYERS , MR DANIEL  

1009 CLIFF SWALLOW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2654 

MYERS , DANIEL  & ROSE  

1009 CLIFF SWALLOW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2654 

NEWMAN , CHRISTY  

4529 WILDWOOD CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5824 

NICKOLAUS , MICHAEL  

602 W AQUARIUS CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1387 

NIX , CHRISTY  

1414 ISLAND VILLAGE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5997 

NOWELL , MRS J YVONNE  

616 ROCK HARBOR DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2840 

OLSEN , MR GARY  

1214 DELMARVA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4372 

PARSON , CATHERINE  

1115 MALLARD WAY 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2674 

PARSON , MICKEY  

1115 MALLARD WAY 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2674 

PATTERSON , THOMAS  

307 BRAZOS HARBOR DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2243 

PEOPLES , MR CHARLES  

2612 WATERS EDGE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2690 

PEOPLES , CHARLES J  

2612 WATERS EDGE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2690 

PETERSEN , RONALD  

1914 W EMERALD BEND CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5584 

PETTYJOHN , MR STAYTON  

2402 WATERS EDGE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2659 

PHILLIPS , BEN  & PAMELA  

826 MADRID DR 

DUNCANVILLE TX 75116-3918 

PHILLIPS , JOHN L  

4111 NEWPORT BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5880 

PISTILLO , ROCK  & TAMARA  

2606 WATERS EDGE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2690 

PLECITY , KATIE R  

407 M AND M RANCH RD 

GRANBURY TX 76049-7706 

POE , DON  

4910 WALNUT PLACE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5198 

POE , DON  & RENE  

4910 WALNUT PLACE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5198 

POE , MRS RENE  

4910 WALNUT PLACE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5198 

PORTER , MR DONALD R  

6132 WRIGLEY WAY 

FORT WORTH TX 76133-3530 

PULTORAK , MR ED  

4709 E HOLIDAY ESTATES CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6233 

PUTNAM , LT COL MICHAEL DON  

5308 COMANCHE VISTA TRL 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5378 

RAMAKER , DEANNA  

2612 HARBORSIDE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2693 

RAMAKER , DEANNA  & ROBERT  

2612 HARBORSIDE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2693 



 

RAMIREZ , KEN  

LAW OFFICE OF KEN RAMIREZ PLLC 

111 CONGRESS AVE STE 400 

AUSTIN TX 78701-4143 

RAY , MELINDA  

119 E BRIDGE ST 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2108 

REARDEN , SUE  

4208 INDIAN CREEK CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6251 

REAVES , DUANE  

4036 LANDS END CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6183 

RECHSTEINER , RUTH  

4017 APACHE TRAIL CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6118 

REEDER , DAN  

619 AQUA VISTA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1607 

REITER , DR. EDWARD  

1901 CANAVERAL CT 

BRAZOS BEND TX 76048-4370 

REYNOLDS , BRAD  

306 TRAN HAVEN CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4346 

REYNOLDS , BRADLEY WAYNE  

401 FM 2005 E 

GOLDTHWAITE TX 76844-3031 

RHODES , DAN  & VALERIE  

3858 TAMWORTH RD 

FORT WORTH TX 76116-7334 

RHODES , GARY  

1212 RUMFIELD RD 

FORT WORTH TX 76108-3047 

RHODES , MALLORY  

3858 TAMWORTH RD 

FORT WORTH TX 76116-7334 

RHODES , WILLIAM DAVID  

3526 ABES LANDING DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1555 

RILEY , CAROLYN  

CREDIT CARD SERVICES 

6208 SONORA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5244 

ROBINSON , WES  

4918 FRIO DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6416 

RODRIGUEZ , LISA K  

313 BAHAMA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2591 

ROOD , MR DOUGLAS  

513 HERITAGE TRL 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5831 

RUSSELL , HAROLD  & PATSY  

1201 HORIZON CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1821 

RUTLEDGE , DARLENE  

PO BOX 6850 

GRANBURY TX 76049-0133 

SARGENT , GLENDA  

1203 CARMEL CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1245 

SCHANEMAN , BOYD  

4965 RUSTIC TRL 

MIDLAND TX 79707-1426 

SCHANEMAN , TORI  

2614 WATERS EDGE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2690 

SEAWELL , JESS  

1912 W EMERALD BEND CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5584 

SEIFERT , JAN  

3530 ABES LANDING DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1555 

SEILHEIMER , EDWIN J  

1214 MALLARD WAY 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2672 

SEYEDI , MRS SANDI  

2114 RANDY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1144 

SHAW , HENRY  

1021 WESTERN HILLS CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6704 

SHAWEN , JOHN  

7005 SHADY BLUFF CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6666 

SHERAR , MYRON D  

707 PINTAIL CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5564 

SHERROD , AUDIE  

2204 TREE TOP CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-2331 



 

SHERROD , SHELLY  

2204 TREE TOP CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-2331 

SHERROD , W A  

2204 TREE TOP CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-2331 

SHIFFLETT , LEE  

1110 SUNSET BAY DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1240 

SIEDAL , DAVID  

1806 WIGEON ST 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5565 

SIMERSON , MR GARY F  

4307 CRESCENT DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5335 

SIMPSON , REVEREND ICEMAUR  

6203 WILL WALTERS RD 

GRANBURY TX 76048-7545 

SIMS , JAMES  

1923 GREEN WING DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5559 

SMITH , DEBORAH  & MITCHELL  

4020 DIAMOND LOCH E 

NORTH RICHLAND HILLS TX 76180-8718 

SMITH , STEVE  

6523 CHRISTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1735 

SOLOMON , JIM  & ROBIN  

1112 CANVASBACK DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2613 

SPARROW , JERRY  & JUDI  

1902 W EMERALD BEND CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5584 

SPARROW , JERRY D  

1902 W EMERALD BEND CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5584 

SPIVEY , DEENA  

3413 HAWAIIAN CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6117 

ST CLAIR , MRS NEALLA  

11311 MONTAGUE AVE 

BAKERSFIELD CA 93312-6434 

STALLARD , MIKKI  

200 INDIAN MOUNTAIN CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6739 

STEED , WILL  

WILL STEED HOMES 

STE C 

1208 FALL CREEK HWY 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6900 

STEMPLE , MR MAX  

425 E EL CAMINO REAL 

WEATHERFORD TX 76087-6569 

STOKES , BARRY  

3606 BIG TIMBER LN 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5087 

STOWE , MR DENNIS  

PO BOX 577 

BURLESON TX 76097-0577 

STOWE , WENDY  

1622 CATALINA BAY CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1464 

TALMADGE , MRS CONNIE  

1111 CANVASBACK DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2614 

TALMADGE , MR GREGORY  

1111 CANVASBACK DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2614 

TATUM , CAREY  

310 SIESTA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4316 

TEDERS , JANIE  

1208 HONEYSUCKLE DR 

KEENE TX 76059-2104 

TEMPLETON , DAVID  

9119 RAVENSWOOD RD 

GRANBURY TX 76049-8909 

TEMPLIN , MR CRAIG  

601 GRANDVIEW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5702 

THOMPSON , PAUL  

4009 SIOUX CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6177 

THOMPSON , SUE  

2223 VIENNA DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-1476 

TIPTON , JANIE HARRIS  

4204 BLUFF VIEW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5012 

TODD , MR BOBBY JOE  

3819 BUENA VISTA CIR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1610 



 

TORCELLINI , SANDI  

4106 BAR HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5882 

TORCELLINI , TOM  

4106 BAR HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5882 

TRAMMELL , DEE  

4102 BAR HARBOR CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5882 

TROYAK , CHRIS  

5900 HENSLEE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-6366 

VANDAELE , PHOENIX  

4170 E US HIGHWAY 377 

GRANBURY TX 76049-7435 

VEALE , JAMES  

2217 WOOD DUCK LN 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5574 

VERNON , VAN C  

4117 CHEROKEE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6174 

VINES , GREGG  

9201 WOLF HOLLOW CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-7741 

WACKERHAGEN , JERRY  

` 

1802 MAZATAN CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6157 

WADDELL , PATRICIA ANN  

415 GRANADA CALLE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76049-1476 

WEEKS , CATHY  

208 BAHAMA CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-2589 

WHEATLEY , LARRY E  

4118 LANDS END CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6112 

WILLIAMS , MRS BETTY JO  

4107 MOJAVE DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-5253 

WILLIAMS , JAN  

4110 BLUFF VIEW DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-5010 

WILLIAMS , JOE  

2814 RIVER RIDGE CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6506 

WILLIAMS , ROBERT  & SUSIE  

2301 YUCATAN DR 

GRANBURY TX 76048-4384 

WILLIAMS , STAN E  

2104 WILLS WAY DR 

GRANBURY TX 76049-8059 

WILLIAMSON , FRANK  

4103 LANDS END CT 

GRANBURY TX 76048-6112 

WISDOM , BUDDY  & DORIS  

PO BOX 296 

GRANBURY TX 76048-0296 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT 


 


 
The Executive Director (ED) of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (the 
commission or TCEQ) files this Response to Public Comment (Response) on the 
application by DeCordova Power Company, LLC and Luminant Generation Company, 
LLC (Applicant) for renewal of Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) 
permit No. WQ0001481000, and on the ED’s preliminary decision on the application.  
As required by Title 30 of the Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC) Section (§) 55.156, 
before a permit is issued, the ED prepares a response to all timely, relevant and 
material, or significant comments. 


The Office of Chief Clerk received timely comment letters from the following persons: 
Edwin Seilheimer, Jerome Kearby, Sue Rearden, David Siedal, Christy Nix, Virginia 
Fisher, John Hoffman, Craig Templin, Daniel Meyers, Audrie Sherrod, Kathy Giles, 
William Demharter, Jerry Sparrow, Lisa Armstrong, Connie Talmadge, Bill Allan, Jerry 
Boyle, Richard Broussard, Jim Cagle, Nealla St. Clair, Brett Grier, Jana Barr, Bryan 
Edmonson, Barbara McMurray, Make A Way Ministries, Martin Keathley, J. Yvonne 
Nowell, Patricia Waddell, Marsha Cassle, Tori Schaneman, Dan Leach, Katie Plecity, 
Donald Porter, Bobby Todd, Stan Williams, Cathy Weeks, Charles Peoples, Edward 
Ferrero, Mark Danielson, Paul Garraway, John Cristensen, Kathy Benson, Dennis 
Stowe, Shirley Christensen, Bill Mitchell, Dan Lewis, James Greene, Max Stemple, 
Glenna Huber, Brad Reynolds, Jerry Wackerhagen, Chris Troyak, Sandra Griffis, Glenda 
Sargent, Sue Thompson, Lt. Col. Michael Putnam, Will Steed, Gary Hill, John Jones, 
David Templeton, Edwin Abbot, Boyd Schaneman, Larry Birkelbach, Barry Stokes, 
Albert Matras, Carey Tatum, William Murphy, Wendy Stowe, Dan Reeder, William 
Brock, Christy Newman, Bill Kramer, David Dowell, Lisa Rodriguez, Randy James, R. 
Danny Campbell, Bill Allan, Gregory Talmadge, Deena Spivey, Jeff Morris, Michael 
Combs, Michael Lease, Judy McHugh, Deanna Ramaker, Mindi Kitten, Ruth 
Rechsteiner, James Moore, Alison Hager, John Hickman, Gary Simerson, Stanton 
Cross, Ronald Cleaver, Sandi Seyedi, Noble Choat, Eddy Herrera, Dale Longbine, Bill 
Miller, William Rhodes, Bradley Reynolds, Jim Boots, Grant Mackie, James Veale, Jan 
Siefert, Philip Loveless, Gary Olsen, David Harlow, James Bernier, Colleen 
Christianson, Linda Facer, Cindy Hickman, Alison Grinter, George Munford, Walter 
Garlington, Holly Dale, Edward Reiter, Darlene Rutledge, Sherry Johnson, Kenneth 
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Edwards, Genie Cass, Christina Bredenkamp, John Phillips, Douglas Rood, Joe 
Williams, Michael Nickolaus, Joey Johnson, Richard Garner, Janet McClain, Myron 
Sherar, Mike Connors, Elgan Goodman, Debra Davis, Lind Foster, Jack MacArthur, Sue 
Bryson, David Cohen, Thomas Koepke, James Doherty, Douglas Hay, Larry Boyd, Rene 
Poe, Gayle Curtis, Betty Jo Williams, IceMaur Simpson, Fred Doyle, Larry Curtis, Van 
Vernon, William Chilton, Wes Robinson, Leah Chapman, Thomas Genry, Mike Connor, 
Wesley Grinter, Carolyn Riley, Deena Spivey, Joe Williams, and Audie Sherrod. 


This response addresses all timely public comments received by the Office of the Chief 
Clerk whether or not withdrawn. If you need more information about this permit 
application or the wastewater permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education 
Program at 1-800-687-4040.  General information about the TCEQ is also on our 
website at http://www.tceq.texas.gov/ 


BACKGROUND 


The Applicant applied to the TCEQ for a renewal of TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000, 
which authorizes the discharge of once-through cooling water and previously monitored 
effluent (low volume wastes, stormwater runoff from yard drains and the diked oil 
storage area, and metal cleaning wastes) at a daily average flow not to exceed 
1,041,480,000 gallons per day at the DeCordova Steam Electric Station (facility). 


Description of Facility 


The facility is located at 4950 Power Plant Court in Granbury Texas, on the southwest 
shore of Lake Granbury along County Road 312, approximately seven miles southeast of 
the intersection of U.S. Highway 377 and State Highway 144 in the City of Granbury, 
Hood County, Texas 76408. 


Procedural Background 


The TCEQ received the TPDES renewal application on November 5, 2013, and declared 
it Administratively Complete on November 27, 2013.  The Applicant published the 
Notice of Receipt and Intent to Obtain a Water Quality Permit (NORI) on December 14, 
2013, in the Hood County News. The ED completed the technical review of the 
application on January 8, 2014, and prepared a draft permit, which if approved, would 
establish the conditions under which the facility must operate.  The Applicant published 
the Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision for a Water Quality Permit (NAPD) 
on March 29, 2014, in the Hood County News. The Applicant published the Notice of 
Public Meeting on June 7, 2014 in the Hood County News. On July 8, 2014, the TCEQ 
held a public Meeting in the City of Granbury, Texas. This application’s comment period 
closed at the end of the public meeting on July 8, 2014.  This application is subject to the 
procedural requirements adopted pursuant to House Bill 801, 76th Legislature, 1999 
because the application was administratively complete on or after September 1, 1999. 


 



http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
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Access to Rules, Laws and Records 


 


 All administrative rules: Secretary of State Website: www.sos.state.tx.us 
 TCEQ rules: Title 30 of the Texas Administrative Code: www.sos.state.tx.us/tac/  
 (select TAC Viewer on the right, then Title 30 Environmental Quality) 
 Texas statutes: http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/ 
 TCEQ website: http://www.tceq.texas.gov/ (for downloadable rules in 


WordPerfect or Adobe PDF formats, select “Rules,” then “Current TCEQ Rules,” 
then “Download TCEQ Rules”) 


 Federal rules: Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.): 
www.epa.gov/epahome/ cfr40.htm 


 Federal environmental laws: www.epa.gov/epahome/laws.htm 
 Environmental or Citizen Complaints may be filed online at: 


http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/enforcement/complaints/index.html.  
 Or by sending an email to the following address: cmplaint@TCEQ.state.tx.us. 


 


Commission records for the proposed facility are available for viewing and copying at 
TCEQ’s main office in Austin, located at 12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, Room 103 
(Central Records, for existing or past permits), or Building F, 1st Floor (Office of Chief 
Clerk, for the current application until final action is taken).  The permit application, 
proposed permit, fact sheet, and the ED’s preliminary decision have been available for 
viewing and copying at the Hood County Courts Building in the County Clerk’s Office, 
1200 West Pearl Street, Granbury, Texas. 


The ED has determined that the proposed permit, if issued, meets all statutory and 
regulatory requirements and is protective of the environment, water quality, and human 
health.  However, if you would like to file a complaint about the facility concerning its 
compliance with provisions of its permit or with TCEQ rules, you may contact the 
Agency at 1-888-777-3186 or you may contact the TCEQ Region 4 Office in Ft. Worth, 
Texas at (817) 588-5800 to address potential permit violations.  If an inspection by the 
Regional office finds that the facility is out of compliance, the facility may be subject to 
enforcement actions. 


COMMENTS and RESPONSES 


COMMENT 1 


Jim Cagle, Kathy Benson, Dan Lewis, Jeff Morris, Connie Talmadge, Christy Nix, John 
Hoffman, Daniel Myers, Audie Sherrod, William Demharter, Bill Allan, Jerry Boyle, 
Richard Broussard, Nealla St. Clair, Jana Barr, Bryan Edmonson, Tori Schaneman, Dan 
Leach, Katie Plecity, Donald Porter, Bobby Todd, Daniel Meyers, Tori Schaneman, 
Douglas Rood, Patricia Waddell, Paul Garraway, Mark Danielson, Cathy Weeks, John 
Christensen, Dennis Stowe, Shirley Christensen, James Greene, Glenna Huber, Brad 
Reynolds, Chris Troyak, Sandra Griffis, Glenda Sargent, Sue Thompson, Lt. Col. Michael 



http://www.sos.state.tx.us/

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/tac/

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/enforcement/complaints/index.html

mailto:cmplaint@TCEQ.state.tx.us
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Putnam, Gary Hill, John Jones, David Templeton, David Dowell, David Siedal, Boyd 
Schaneman, Larry Birkelbach, Carey Tatum, William  Murphy, Wendy Stowe, Dan 
Reeder, William Brock, Bill Kramer, Lisa Rodriguez, Gregory Talmadge, Deena Spivey, 
Marsha Cassle, Ruth Rechsteiner, Alison Hager, Sandi Seyedi, Eddy Herrera, Bradley 
Reynolds, James Veale, Philip Loveless, Colleen Christianson, Cindy Hickman, Alison 
Grinter, Walter Garlington, John Phillips, Joe Williams. Joey Johnson, Brett Grier, 
Richard Garner, Barry Stokes Christy Newman, John Hickman, Max Stemple, Mike 
Connors, Felix Van Dale, Don Poe, Mickey Parson, Will Steed and Bryce Johnson all 
commented that they are concerned about and are opposed to the request for the sale of 
and removal of additional water out of Lake Granbury. 


RESPONSE 1 


The renewal application for TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 was submitted in 
accordance with all applicable rules and regulations. The application requests a renewal 
of the existing authorization to discharge wastewater to Lake Granbury.  Neither the 
Texas Water Code, nor the TCEQ rules provide the TCEQ with the authority to deny an 
application for a renewed water quality permit based on issues pertaining to water 
rights or availability. Concerns over water supply or the impact of additional or modified 
water rights permits may be directed to the TCEQ’s Water Availability Division, which 
can be reached via the main line at 512-239-4691. 


COMMENT 2 


Jerome Kearby, Lisa Armstrong, John Christensen, Dennis Stowe, Shirley Christensen, 
James Greene, Jerry Wackerhagen, Lt. Col. Michael Putnam, Will Steed, Gary Hill, Dan 
Reeder, David Dowell, Lisa Rodriguez, Randy James, Mindi Kitten, James Moore, Gary 
Simerson, Noble Choat, Eddy Herrera, Dale Longbine, Glenda Sargent, Jan Seifert, 
Philip Loveless, David Harlow, Douglas Rood, Darlene Rutledge, Kenneth Edwards, 
Chris Troyak, and Sue Thompson all commented that they are concerned about the 
proposed permit’s impact on waterfront property values. Additionally, Lt. Col. Michael 
Putnam and Jan Seifert commented that they are concerned about the prospect of 
higher property taxes.  


RESPONSE 2 


The TCEQ’s jurisdiction in a wastewater permit application is limited to the issues set 
out in Chapter 26 of the Texas Water Code.  The TCEQ does not have jurisdiction to 
consider property values when reviewing an application for a wastewater permit.  
However, the permit does not limit the ability of a nearby landowner to seek relief from 
a court in response to activities that may interfere with a landowner’s use and 
enjoyment of his or her property. 


COMMENT 3 


Jerome Kearby, Jerry Sparrow, Lisa Armstrong, Martin Keathley, Craig Templin, 
Ronald Cleaver, Barbara McMurray, Mickey Parson, Dan Leach, Todd Garner, and 
Edwin Seilheimer all commented that they are concerned about and opposed to the 
Applicant’s plans to sell off significant volumes of Lake Granbury when the lake is 
already significantly depleted.  The loss of significant volumes of water may cause 
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restrictions in individual water use because of the restricted flows and drastically 
reduced lake levels. 


Additionally, Mike Connors, Edward Reiter, and Christina Bredenkamp commented 
that they question whether a part of the requested 1 billion gallons per day should be 
returned to Lake Granbury, or if the TCEQ knows of any reason the water from the 
Brazos river cannot be returned in Lake Granbury for downstream use rather than 
holding it further upstream in Possum Kingdom Reservoir? 


Ken Hackett commented that he questions what the TCEQ’s understanding of Lake 
Granbury’s original purpose for establishment was, was it originally established to 
ultimately become the make-up water reservoir for such a large nuclear facility? 


RESPONSE 3 


The TCEQ’s jurisdiction in a wastewater permit application is limited to the issues set 
out in Chapter 26 of the Texas Water Code.  Chapter 26 does not provide the TCEQ with 
the authority to consider the sale or availability of surface water or ground water in 
evaluating an application for a water quality permit. The Texas Water Code and the 
TCEQ Rules and Regulations do not provide the TCEQ with the authority to approve or 
prohibit the withdrawal of water in a TPDES Permit. The withdrawal of water from 
Texas water bodies is regulated under a Water Rights authorization. This includes the 
release of water, or lack thereof, from a reservoirs or surface water bodies in the State. 
Concerns over the impact of additional or modified water rights permits may be directed 
to the TCEQ’s Water Availability Division, which can be reached at 512-239-4691. 


The discharge from the facility is discharged directly to Lake Granbury. The volume of 
water (a permitted daily maximum of 1,041,480,000 gallons per day) is authorized for 
discharge to Lake Granbury only. There is no authorization in the proposed permit to 
discharge any volume of water to any other reservoir or stream.  Water rights and the 
sale or distribution of water by the owners of the water dictate if water is stored in 
Possum Kingdom reservoir, or released from any other reservoir. For matters related to 
water rights, please contact the Water Availability Division at 512-239-4691. 


Lake Granbury was created for multiple uses that it currently serves and was not 
established solely, or eventually, to become a make-up reservoir for a nuclear facility. 


COMMENT 4 


John Cristensen, Shirley Christensen, Dan Lewis, Joey Johnson, Deanna Ramaker, John 
Hickman, Stanton Cross, Cathy Weeks, Jerry Wackerhagen, Brad Reynolds, Boyd 
Schaneman, Lisa Armstrong,  Jerry Sparrow, Brett Grier, Paul Garraway, James Greene, 
Chris Troyak, Will Steed, John Jones, David Templeton, Edwin Abbott, Barry Stokes, 
William Murphy, Wendy Stowe, R. Danny Campbell, Gregory Talmadge,  James Moore, 
Jim Boots, Colleen Christianson, Genie Cass, Douglas Rood, Felix Van Dale, and Dave 
Eagle all commented that they are concerned about the proposed permit’s adverse 
impact to the local economy, jobs, and businesses dependent on tourism. 
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RESPONSE 4 


The economic impact of the proposed permit is not considered during the review of an 
application for a water quality permit.  The Texas Water Code and the TCEQ rules do 
not provide the TCEQ with the statutory authority to consider the impacts to the local 
economy, job market, or businesses from the permitting action. While the review does 
not include a review of economic impacts, the proposed permit does not limit the ability 
of nearby landowners to seek relief from a court in response to activities that may 
interfere with the use and enjoyment of his or her property. 


COMMENT 5 


J. Yvonne Nowell, Joe Williams, James Moore, and Ronald Cleaver all commented that 
the financial motivations of the Applicant in pursuing the proposed permit are suspect.  


RESPONSE 5 


The TCEQ reviewed the application for renewal of TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 
based on the Texas Water Code and the TCEQ Rules. The Texas Water Code and the 
TCEQ Rules do not provide the TCEQ with the authority, when evaluating an 
application for a water quality permit, to consider the financial benefits of any party 
involved or affected by the issuance of a water quality permit.  


COMMENT 6 


In relation to the use of water from Lake Granbury, Stan Williams, John Christensen, 
and Edwin Abbot all commented that they are concerned about and opposed to the 
reasoning behind the proposed permit. 


Additionally, Elgan Goodman commented that he questions whether the amount of, or 
gallons of water asked for by the Applicant is in line with actual needs, and Felix Van 
Dale commented that the impact of 10 million gallons of water lost through evaporation 
has a gigantic impact on Lake Granbury, and it should not be minimized 


RESPONSE 6 


The Texas Water Code and the TCEQ Rules do not provide the TCEQ with the authority 
to limit an Applicant’s total consumptive use of water (i.e., loss to evaporation in a 
cooling system) in a water quality permit. The owner, operator, or both determine a 
facility’s water needs. The consumptive use and acquisition of water is not considered in 
evaluating an application for a water quality permit, as the TCEQ is not given the 
authority to do so by the Texas Water Code and the TCEQ Rules. 


COMMENT 7 


Ken Hackett commented that he questioned whether the new water management 
scheme and the adoption of the “zonal draw down” that was developed & implemented 
by the Brazos River Authority under the Halff Report, had been approved by the TCEQ 
or other Texas Regulatory Agencies, and whether it adhered to the Texas Water Code.” 
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RESPONSE 7 


The TCEQ is aware of the “Halff Report,” which is understood to mean the Brazos River 
Authority PK-Granbury-Whitney Water Management Study (May 2011); however, this 
document was not a report required by the TCEQ, and the report’s contents were not 
approved by the TCEQ. The Brazos River Authority does hold water rights permits with 
the TCEQ, and information regarding compliance with such permits can be obtained by 
contacting the Water Availability Division at 512-239-4691. The Texas Water Code and 
the TCEQ Rules do not provide the TCEQ with the authority to consider the distribution 
or sale of water in evaluating a water quality permit application; therefore, the Halff 
Report was not considered during the administrative or technical review of the 
application for renewal of TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000. 


COMMENT 8 


Edwin Seilheimer commented that the proposed permit’s water use request is grossly 
excessive given that the main generators at the DCBE plant have been de-activated. 


RESPONSE 8 


Because the TCEQ does not have the statutory authority to deny an application for a 
water quality permit based on a facility’s operational status, the operational status of a 
facility does not prohibit the facility from applying for a water quality permit. 


A TPDES permit does not authorize the withdrawal of surface water from Lake 
Granbury or any surface or ground water in the State. The flow volume limited in the 
draft permit and Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision represents a discharge 
volume only. The application was to renew TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 without 
changes; therefore, existing effluent limitations, including discharge flow volume 
limitations, were not modified. 


COMMENT 9 


Randy James, John Cristensen, Dennis Stowe, Bill Mitchell, James Greene, Chris 
Troyak, Lt. Col. Michael Putnam, Boyd Schaneman, Deanna Ramaker,  Alison Hager, 
Gary Simerson, Dale Longbine, Jan Seifert,  James Bernier, and John Hoffman all 
commented on the loss of recreational use of Lake Granbury because of the reduced 
water level of Lake Granbury. 


RESPONSE 9 


The TCEQ does not have jurisdiction to address water availability issues in the context 
of the wastewater permitting process.  The Texas Water Code, TCEQ rules, and the 
TPDES permitting process restrict the scope of the technical review of the proposed 
permit to the quality of the effluent as it relates to the uses of the receiving waters, which 
include primary contact recreation. The loss of recreational use due to influences other 
than the quality of the effluent discharged via a TPDES permitted facility, such as the 
availability of surface water for recreation or drinking water, is not within the scope of 
TCEQ‘s jurisdiction as it related to the wastewater permitting process. 
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COMMENT 10 


James Bernier, Linda Facer, and Cindy Hickman all commented on the 
inappropriateness of the Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision being placed 
on the last or back page of the Saturday issue of the Hood County News. 


RESPONSE 10 


The Texas Water Code and the notice rules of the TCEQ, found at 30 TAC Chapter 39 do 
not provide the TCEQ with the authority to dictate where Public Notices are placed 
within a publication. 


COMMENT 11 


William Rhodes, James Veale, Jan Seifert, Gary Olsen, James Bernier, Linda Facer, 
Alison Grinter, George Munford, Walter Garlington, Holly Dale, Genie Cass, Joe 
Williams, Mark Danielson, Brad Reynolds, Sue Thompson, James Moore, Janet 
McClain, David Harlow, Richard Garner, Stan Williams, Grant Mackie, Michael Combs, 
Michael Lease, Judy McHugh, Kenneth Edwards, Bradley Reynolds, Jerry 
Wackerhagen, Edward Ferrero, Carey Tatum, Cathy Weeks, Jerry Wackerhagen, Boyd 
Schaneman, William Murphy, Philip Loveless, Colleen Christianson, Michael Nickolaus, 
Cindy Hickman, and Myron Sherar all commented expressing concern for the impacts to 
wildlife, the ecosystem, and the environment from the resulting water quality of Lake 
Granbury, which is a result of the proposed permit and the lack of flow and loss of water 
in the Brazos River. 


Likewise, David Harlow and Cindy Hickman both commented that Lake Granbury is 
already extremely low with algae blooms, fish kills, and mosquito ponds. Similarly, 
Richard Garner commented that Lake Granbury’s water quality is one of the worst in 
Texas and adding an additional pollution from cooling towers is not a good idea. 


RESPONSE 11 


The proposed permit was designed to protect the receiving waters by monitoring and 
limiting the quantity of pollutants discharged, with the ultimate goal of protecting and 
maintaining the designated uses of the receiving water as defined in 30 TAC Chapter 
307 (Texas Surface Water Quality Standards (TSWQS)). The permit authorizes the 
discharge of once-through cooling water, as opposed to cooling tower blowdown. The 
difference in the character of the two types of wastes is sufficient to require a major 
amendment to the proposed permit if that authorization were to change. The 
application did not indicate a request to discharge cooling tower blowdown. 


Designated uses for Lake Granbury include high aquatic life, primary contact recreation, 
and public water supply. Numerical water quality-based effluent limitations for 
pollutants, presented in Appendix B of the proposed permit, represent the levels at 
which these pollutants must be below for the TCEQ to consider the discharge of 
wastewater to be in compliance with the TSWQS, and the level at which the designated 
uses mentioned above, are expected to be protected and maintained. The water quality-
based effluent limitations of Appendix B are calculated according to criteria established 







Executive Director’s Response to Public Comment, TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 Page 9 


in the TSWQS, as well as site-specific water quality data included in the TSWQS and the 
Procedures to Implement the TSWQS (January 2010). 


The renewal process of TPDES permits requires reassessment of receiving waters in the 
discharge route, reevaluation of the critical conditions, and recalculation of the water 
quality-based effluent limitations. Likewise, the dissolved oxygen modeling, bio-
monitoring results, and all existing permit terms and conditions undergo a new review 
to ensure the permit terms and conditions are up to date and are appropriate for 
protecting the receiving water from the discharge from the permitted facility. 


Events such as fish kills, algal blooms, and mosquito proliferation are not expected to 
result from the discharge from the facility so long as the Applicant complies with the 
TPDES permit terms and conditions. If these events or any nuisance conditions are 
observed in Lake Granbury, reports to the TCEQ Region 4 offices are encouraged. 


The Texas Water Code, TCEQ regulations, and the TPDES permitting process restricts 
the scope of the technical review of the draft permit to the quality of the effluent as it 
relates to the uses of the receiving waters. Therefore, while the TCEQ does not have 
jurisdiction to address water availability or water level issues as they relate to wildlife 
and safety, in evaluating a water quality permit application, reports of any observance of 
nuisance conditions that are a threat to public safety and the environment are 
encouraged. As mentioned above, in the event a fish kill or wildlife deaths are observed, 
the TCEQ Region 4 Office can be notified and may initiate an investigation into the 
cause of the kill event(s). 


For Lake Granbury, TCEQ Region 4 office can be reached at 817-588-5800. An 
environmental compliant may also be filed by dialing the Environment Complaints Hot 
Line at 888-777-3186. Citizen complaints may also be filed on-line at 
http://www2.tceq.texas.gov/oce/complaints/index.cfm. For concerns over the 
availability of water, the Water Availability Division can be reached at 512-239-4691. 
 
COMMENT 12 


William Rhodes and Deena Spivey commented that the impact to Lake Granbury from 
the proposed permit should be explained to the public.  


RESPONSE 12 


TPDES Permits are based on rules and regulations that are developed through research 
and the subsequent creation of numerical criteria that pollutant loading limitations are 
based on. Narrative terms and conditions, such as management practices, may also be 
used to protect the receiving water from impacts. Permit terms and conditions are 
determined to be protective against adverse impacts, and may be subsequently modified 
if it is determined that the discharge may be having an adverse impact. 


Any such impacts are assessed via the TCEQ’s Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
program, which collects water samples and analyzes them for specific water quality 
parameters. This analysis can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of controls such as 
TPDES permits. Currently, no impairments for any pollutant parameters for Lake 
Granbury were identified in the latest (2012) Clean Water Act’s Section 303(d) list. The 



http://www2.tceq.texas.gov/oce/complaints/index.cfm
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Section 303(d) list is a list prepared by the EPA of water bodies in the State of Texas that 
are considered impaired for a specific pollutant parameter based on the analytical 
results from Surface Water Quality Monitoring (SWQM) Program. The SWQM Program 
assess the “holistic approach” or “big picture” with respect to water quality through 
collection of physical, chemical, and biological samples from over 1,800 surface water 
bodies and sites throughout the state. The terms and conditions of the proposed permit 
have historically protected and maintained the designated uses of Lake Granbury with 
respect to the discharge from the facility, and the terms and conditions to be renewed 
are expected to continue to protect and maintain the designated uses. 


COMMENT 13 


Stan Williams, Marsha Cassle, Glenna Huber, Albert Matras, James Moore, Joe 
Williams, Sue Thompson, James Bernier, Nealla St. Clair, Michael Combs, Michael 
Lease, Sue Rearden, Ken Hackett all commented expressing opposition to the use of 
water from Lake Granbury in cooling towers and creating electricity.  The commenters 
question why the TCEQ is not requiring the Applicant to explore new and more water-
efficient methods to operate power plants. 


RESPONSE 13 


The cooling technology employed by the facility or the cooling water source(s) utilized 
by a facility, is not regulated through a TPDES permit, as the TCEQ does not have the 
authority to dictate the type of technology or technologies used in an industrial process.  


COMMENT 14 


Charles Peoples commented that he would like to know the environmental impact of the 
proposed permit’s daily volume of hot water returning to Lake Granbury would be. 


Similarly, Todd Garner commented that he would like to know what the temperature of 
the cooling water returned to Lake Granbury would be, and whether or how much the 
temperature of Lake Granbury is raised, how much heat is dissipated into the lake, and 
how much additional evaporation does that lead to in Lake Granbury. 


RESPONSE 14 


The TCEQ received an Interim Objection from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) on April 2, 2014 regarding effluent limitations for 
temperature. Correspondence letters dated April 29, 2014 and May 12, 2014, between 
the TCEQ and EPA, establish conditions for existing permitted facilities with daily 
average and daily maximum temperature limits in excess of current criteria included in 
the TSWQS to characterize the thermal plume of the discharge with the use of a model, 
mass balance, or via collected or existing in-stream temperature data. These conditions 
are applicable to the facility. The TCEQ has also established a timeline included in the 
April 29, 2014 letter, which initiated a Stakeholder process to establish objectives, 
identify challenges, and receive input on modeling approaches and screening 
procedures. Research and benchmarking is to be conducted, the results of which are to 
be used to update and implement any revisions to the TSWQS that may result. The 
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TCEQ’s approach to resolve the Interim Objection for temperature was approved by 
EPA in the May 12, 2014 letter. 


The existing effluent limitations for temperature have been included in the proposed 
permit and are established in accordance with the current TSWQS; additional 
requirements to ensure that thermal impacts are adequately assessed have been 
included in the proposed permit. The additional requirements include characterizing the 
thermal plume of the discharge and reporting the results to the TCEQ. Upon receipt of 
the results, the TCEQ may modify the existing temperature limitations, update the 
TSWQS, or both to ensure the environmental impact of thermal discharges does not 
cause or contribute to any exceedance of the TSWQS. On October 21, 2014, the TCEQ 
received a letter from the EPA withdrawing the interim objection. 


The daily maximum average temperature of the discharge cannot exceed 105˚F and still 
comply with the permit. The latest recorded discharges reached a maximum 
temperature of 95˚F. The TCEQ does not currently have data detailing the overall 
temperature added to Lake Granbury by the discharge, or the amount of additional 
evaporation caused by the discharge. A review of historical data indicates an average 
temperature downstream of the discharge of approximately 68.9˚F (February 1993 
through March 1996 - Monitoring Station No. 13932). The TCEQ considers the current 
effluent limitations for temperature to be protective of the existing in-stream uses 
(contact recreation, high aquatic life, and public water supply). Adverse impacts to Lake 
Granbury are not expected because of the temperature of the discharge. Additionally, 
the 2012 Clean Water Act Section 303(d) list does not indicate any impairment to Lake 
Granbury from temperature. 


COMMENT 15 


Walter Garlington commented that because the adjacent county (Hood) has been 
classified as an EPA “non-attainment” area for air quality, Mr. Garlington wonders if a 
“Pre-Attainment New Source Review” has been performed by the State of Texas to make 
certain that the two new power plant sources do not further degrade the air-quality. If 
so, Mr. Garlington requests that the results of the study be released to the public so that 
everyone can know what the predicted results will be on Hood County’s air quality. 


RESPONSE 15 


The proposed permit, TPDES Permit No. WQ0001481000 is a permit to discharge 
wastewater into waters in the state. Air Quality authorizations and monitoring are 
handled by the Office of Air. Please direct any questions or concerns regarding air 
quality to the TCEQ’s Office of Air at 512-239-1459. Information regarding TCEQ’s air 
programs is available online at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/air_main.html. 


COMMENT 16 


Elaine Allan commented that she would like the information regarding the correlation 
between low lake levels and environmental and ecosystem impacts from bacteria and 
pollutants provided to her. 



https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/air_main.html
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RESPONSE 16 


The proposed permit’s water quality-based effluent limitations were calculated based on 
the “critical condition” assumption that the receiving water is 100 percent discharged- 
effluent.  In other words, the limitations must be stringent enough to be protective of the 
designated uses of Lake Granbury (high aquatic life use, primary contact recreation, and 
public water supply) under the assumption that the only source of water to Lake 
Granbury is the discharge from the facility. Therefore, it is expected that if the water 
quality-based effluent limitations in the proposed permit are met by the facility, the 
discharge from the facility will not contribute to any non-attainment of water quality 
standards for Lake Granbury regardless of lake level. 


There are no known sources of bacteria in the discharge from this facility, and the most 
recent Clean Water Act 303(d) list does not indicate any impairment of Lake Granbury 
from bacteria. Currently, the TCEQ does not have data that identifies any correlation 
between low lake levels and bacteria proliferation; however, the discharge from this 
facility is not expected to contribute to bacteria levels, as there is not a domestic (human 
waste) component to the discharge. 


COMMENT 17 


Colleen Christianson commented that there have been substantial changes in Lake 
Granbury’s water level since the Brazos River Authority new water management plan 
has taken effect. Ms. Christianson comments that the changes are very apparent as her 
lake frontage is now just a swamp, and as the water recedes from coves, massive fish 
kills occur.  Ms. Christianson comments that the new management plan is not just 
affecting the lake level, it is ecologically unhealthy as it is a perfect breeding ground for 
West Nile Virus mosquitos. Ms. Christianson questions if the TCEQ is looking at the 
Lake Granbury area as a whole, including both water and air, when it considers any new 
or renewal applications that are or could be going through the system in the near future. 


RESPONSE 17 


Any environmental nuisances posing a threat to safety, such as fish kills and swampy 
conditions that cause the proliferation of mosquitos, should be reported to the TCEQ’s 
Region 4 Office for investigation. The low lake levels that appear to be contributing to 
the mosquito proliferation and fish kills is not an issue under the jurisdiction of the 
TPDES Program because the scope of the TPDES regulations is limited to the discharge 
from the facility. The discharge itself and the calculated water quality-based effluent 
limitations are designed to be protective, as the facility’s discharge was evaluated at 100 
percent effluent in the critical conditions (worst case scenario). In other words, the 
discharge must meet the same quality required of Lake Granbury to achieve the 
designated uses of contact recreation, public water supply, and high aquatic life use. 
Nuisance conditions resulting from improper water management practices (i.e., the 
over-release of water to levels that are a threat to safety) may be reported, along with 
requests for any information regarding the water rights, to the TCEQ’s Water 
Availability Division at 512-239-4691. 
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The TCEQ’s Air Program is a separate permitting program from the Water Quality 
Division; however, the TCEQ does look at Lake Granbury and surrounding water bodies 
as a whole by monitoring water quality via the Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
Program. This allows the TCEQ to identify emergent water quality issues and initiate 
action via TPDES permits once water quality impairments have been identified. Lake 
Granbury is not currently listed for any impairment as of the release of the 2012 Clean 
Water Act Section 303(d) list. 


COMMENT 18 


Joe Williams commented that he would like to know if there have been any new studies 
conducted that take into consideration the water quality and the heat capacity in regard 
to the proposed permit when the lake is at 60%, 50%, or 40% capacity. 


RESPONSE 18 


The TCEQ is unaware of the performance of any studies with respect to thermal 
discharges and lake capacity. The TCEQ does not currently evaluate temperature 
limitations based on varied lake levels or capacity; however, the existing effluent 
limitations for temperature have been included in the proposed permit and are 
established in accordance with the current TSWQS; additional requirements to ensure 
that thermal impacts are adequately assessed have been included in the proposed 
permit. The additional requirements include characterizing the thermal plume of the 
discharge and reporting the results to the TCEQ. Upon receipt of the results, the TCEQ 
may modify the existing temperature limitations, update the TSWQS, or both to ensure 
the environmental impact of thermal discharges does not cause or contribute to any 
exceedance of the TSWQS. 


COMMENT 19 


Paul Davis commented that according to the Hood County News, the water permit 
requested by the Applicant is to put water into Lake Granbury rather than discharge it. 
Mr. Davis comments that he does not understand this because why would someone need 
a permit and would anyone oppose putting more water in Lake Granbury. Mr. Davis 
commented that he would like to know where the additional water comes from. Mr. 
Davis commented that he would like to know the facts and issues surrounding this 
permit because at one point, he was told that the Applicant is building a plant 
downstream and releasing lake water. 


RESPONSE 19 


The term “discharge” is a release of wastewater into or adjacent to waters in the state. 
Water is withdrawn from Lake Granbury, the majority of which is used by the facility for 
cooling purposes, and then discharged directly back to Lake Granbury. There are some 
losses to evaporation, but the majority of water is returned to Lake Granbury. A permit 
is needed for the discharge of wastewater, which is called Texas Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (TPDES) permit. A TPDES permit is a legal document that 
establishes the terms and conditions under which an Applicant may discharge 
wastewater. Niether the Texas Water Code, nor the TCEQ Rules provide the TCEQ with 
the statutory authority to regulate the consumptive use, sale, or acquisition of water in 
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TPDES permit. Questions or concerns regarding water availability may be directed to 
the TCEQ’s Water Availability Division at 512-239-4691. 


COMMENT 20 


Darlene Rutledge commented that if Lake Granbury was built for industrial purposes, 
residential construction should have been prohibited along the lake. Ms. Rutledge 
commented that her dream of living on the lake was destroyed by the drought and 
“selfish industrial water users. 


RESPONSE 20 


The original decision to allow the construction of residential areas around the lake was 
not decided within the framework of the TPDES Program.  Neither the Texas Water 
Code, nor the TCEQ rules provide the TCEQ with the statutory authority to include 
terms and conditions in a TPDES permit that would preclude the sale of real estate on 
the shore of an industrial reservoir, or any other land. 


COMMENT 21 


Ken Hackett commented that he questions why the Applicant is renewing a permit that 
authorizes a large amount of water for cooling purposes, when the gas steam generation 
unit has been out of service since 2009, and demolished in 2013. 


RESPONSE 21 


While the main unit at the facility was demolished, the existing facility infrastructure 
still exists and operates to aid in the operation of four natural gas-fired combustion 
turbines, though the volume of water used for cooling has not been sufficient to cause a 
discharge from the heat dissipation canal. Neither the Texas Water Code, nor the TCEQ 
Rules provide a regulatory basis on which to deny an application for renewal of a TPDES 
permit due to a change in the magnitude of, or a halt in operations. 


COMMENT 22 


Felix Van Dale commented that even though the Applicant may have paid for the bonds 
for construction of Lake Granbury, the lake belongs to the citizens of Granbury now. The 
citizens of Granbury live on the lake, take care of the lake, and have a stake in the lake. 
Mr. Van Dale commented that he does not believe it is a responsible method to conduct 
economic or environmental oversight by only regulating the outflow of the facility and 
not additionally regulating the type of facility. 


RESPONSE 22 


Neither the Texas Water Code, nor the TCEQ rules provide the TCEQ with the 
regulatory basis to consider the ownership of a particular water body when evaluating 
an application for a water quality permit.  Likewise, the TCEQ does not have the 
statutory authority to dictate what type of facility an applicant builds. 


COMMENT 23 


Lee Schifflet commented that he would like to know whether the daily average flow of 
1,041,480,000 gallons per day is what the facility uses or if it is the number that the 
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facility is authorized to discharge. Mr. Schifflet commented that if there has not been 
any power generation from the plant since 2009, how the TCEQ could be sure how 
much water will be taken out of Lake Granbury is unclear. 


RESPONSE 23 


The daily average flow volume of 1,041,480,000 gallons per day is the discharge volume. 
Currently, the TPDES permit does not require the monitoring of intake volumes. This 
may change upon a subsequent permit renewal with the rules published on August 15, 
2014 pertaining to cooling water intake structures; however, the existing cooling water 
intake structure requirements currently satisfy the new rule in accordance with 40 
C.F.R. § 125.98(g), Ongoing permit proceedings. After July 14, 2018, the facility is 
required to submit all necessary information for cooling water intake structures, upon a 
subsequent permit action. 


COMMENT 24 


Todd Garner commented that he wonders who is looking at the big picture for Lake 
Granbury; i.e. what are the cumulative effects of all the changes to Lake Granbury, who 
is scrutinizing all the permits and changes being made to Lake Granbury, are there any 
recent ecological studies taking into account all these variables and changes being 
made? Mr. Garner commented the he would like to know who is really protecting Lake 
Granbury.” 


RESPONSE 24 


As mentioned previously, the SWQM program assess the “holistic approach” or “big 
picture” with respect to water quality.  The SWQM program collects physical, chemical, 
and biological samples from over 1,800 surface water sites throughout the state, which 
the TCEQ can use to characterize existing conditions or identify emergent water quality 
issues, evaluate the effectiveness of water quality control programs such as the TPDES 
permit program, or identify water quality trends. This data is used to develop numeric 
criteria for pollutants to be included in the TSWQS found at 30 TAC Chapter 307, which 
are the basis for the calculated water quality-based effluent limitations in TDPES 
permits.  The EPA reviews the TSWQS development process, and any individual TSWQS 
not approved by the EPA is not adopted by the TCEQ. Lake Granbury, as well as all 
Texas water bodies are protected by a multitude of Divisions within the TCEQ, as well as 
oversight by Region 6 of the EPA. The TPDES Program, in particular focuses on the 
quality of wastewater before discharge into or adjacent to waters in the state. 


COMMENT 25 


Mickey Parson, on behalf of the Lake Granbury Coalition, commented that the 
application for a renewal is improper and should be for a renewal with a major 
amendment, or a new permit because the facility no longer exists and the existing 
permit expired on May 1, 2014.  Mr. Parson commented further that while he applauds 
the compliance history of the Applicant, it should not take the place of an examination 
of the new proposed facility’s discharges; the proposed permit states that no analytical 
data is available for screening against water quality based effluent limitations because 
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the facility is not in operation. Mr. Parson commented that he questions whether there 
are actually any plans to build a new facility. 


Additionally, Ken Hackett commented that it is his understanding that the Applicant’s 
current permit is now expired, and the Applicant is operating on a temporary 
authorization. Mr. Hackett commented further that he is confused that the application is 
not an amended permit because the cooling water for unit one at the facility is no longer 
required. 


RESPONSE 25 


The permit is a renewal, rather than a major amendment, because the request in the 
application submitted on November 5, 2013 was a request to renew an existing 
authorization. The TCEQ rules, found at 30 TAC § 305.63(a), state that an application 
for renewal is a request to continue the same requirements and conditions of an 
expiring permit, which is what the November 5, 2013 application requested. 


Additionally, the character of the wastewater generated has not changed. Electric 
generation activities continue on the site in the form of four (4) natural gas-fired units 
that generate wastewater in the form of once-through cooling water, low volume wastes, 
and metal cleaning wastes, which is produced using the existing infrastructure of the 
facility, and the existing authorization (the permit issued June 30, 2009).  The existing 
authorization, which includes a discharge of 1,041,480,000 gallons per day of once-
through cooling water, low volume wastes, and metal cleaning wastes, has been 
determined to protect and maintain the existing instream uses of Lake Granbury. 


While the demolition of the primary generation unit has reduced the volume of 
wastewater generated by the facility to a volume not sufficient to cause a discharge from 
the heat dissipation canal via Outfall 001, the existing authorization does not contain a 
minimum discharge volume requirement.  Neither the Texas Water Code, not the TCEQ 
Rules provide a regulatory basis on which to deny an application for renewal of a TPDES 
permit due to a change in the magnitude of, or a halt in operations. 


COMMENT 26 


Jim Bernier and Mickey Parson, on behalf of the Lake Granbury Coalition, commented 
that they would like to know, because the existing permit expired on May 1, 2014, 
whether the facility will be required to comply with the new Clean Water Act § 316(b) 
regulations (cooling water intake structures) that the EPA issued on May 19, 2014. 


Mr. Bernier commented further that the new regulations are meant to reduce the 
impingement and entrainment of aquatic species in cooling water intake structures, but 
the proposed permit’s provisions for cooling water intake structures are not changing. 


Mr. Parson commented further that this is an important aspect because the last 
impingement study completed by the Applicant was in 2010 and the new regulations 
require a new impingement study. Mr. Parson commented that the TCEQ should only 
renew the permit if the facility is required to comply with the new requirements. 
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RESPONSE 26 


The new EPA regulations for cooling water intake structures were published in the 
Federal Register on August 15, 2014, and effective on October 14, 2014.  The proposed 
permit retains the existing Best Technology Available (BTA) requirements in accordance 
with 40 CFR § 125.98(g), Ongoing permit proceedings. 


The new rules require all necessary application requirements to be submitted in a 
subsequent renewal application if the currently effective permit will expire on or after 
July 14, 2018. The existing permit’s expiration date was May 1, 2014; therefore, due to 
the large scope of application requirements and the time needed to collect complete and 
valid data, the proposed permit does not require the submittal of this information at this 
time in accordance with 40 CFR § 125.95(a). Any permit action subsequent to this 
renewal, will require a new BTA determination that incorporates all applicable rules and 
regulations related to Section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act. 


COMMENT 27 


Jim Bernier commented that he would like to know whether the TCEQ has considered 
the possibility that the facility may be sold and the cooling system is changed from an 
open loop system to a closed loop system that would increase the amount of water from 
Lake Granbury used for cooling. 


RESPONSE 27 


The proposed permit does not authorize the discharge of cooling tower blowdown from 
a “closed loop system,” the permit authorizes the discharge of once-through cooling 
water. The difference in the character of the two types of wastes is sufficient to require a 
major amendment to the proposed permit if that authorization were to change. The 
application did not indicate a request to discharge cooling tower blowdown. If this were 
to change, it would necessitate a major amendment to the permit, regardless of facility 
ownership. Any sale of a facility does not change permit terms and conditions, and is 
subject to public participation process regardless of facility ownership. 


Rules applicable to cooling water intake structures under Section 316(b) of the Clean 
Water Act do not require facilities to redesign their cooling systems to a closed-loop 
system. The “closed-cycle recirculating system” is a type of cooling system that meets 
BTA for reducing impingement mortality; however, this is not the only option available 
to facilities for demonstration of compliance with the impingement mortality standard. 


The TCEQ did not consider a potential sale of the facility in conjunction with the present 
permitting action.  However, any purchaser would be subject to the terms and 
conditions of the existing permit, and any change (such as a modification to wastewater 
type, such as cooling tower blowdown) would require a major amendment, which is 
subject to TCEQ review and public participation. While a potential sale of a facility is not 
considered, any sale would not have an effect on the existing or proposed permits. 


COMMENT 28 


Ken Hackett commented that he would like to know whether Texas adopted the new 
EPA regulations that state that in 2017, all power plants must put cooling towers on 
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their discharge into reservoirs and streams. Mr. Hackett commented further that 2017 is 
only three years away so why does the proposed permit not require cooling towers that 
are 99% efficient a closed loop system so that water isn’t taken out of Lake Granbury. 


Additionally, Mr. Hackett commented that Lake Granbury a limited resource that needs 
conservation, the Applicant admitted they have air cooler volumes so the facility does 
not need water to generate power, and dual-burn systems are more efficient; so why 
TCEQ is not requiring the Applicant to explore new and efficient methods to operate the 
facility is unknown. 


RESPONSE 28 


The new EPA regulations pertaining to cooling water intake structures under Section 
316(b) of the Clean Water Act have not been officially adopted into the TCEQ rules at 
this time, however, facilities are still subject to the new regulations. As part of the new 
rules, the proposed permit retains the existing Best Technology Available (BTA) 
requirements in accordance with 40 C.F.R. § 125.98(g), Ongoing permit proceedings. 


Regulations applicable to cooling water intake structures under Section 316(b) of the 
Clean Water Act do not require facilities to redesign their cooling systems to a closed-
loop system. The “closed-cycle recirculating system” is a type of cooling system that 
meets BTA for reducing impingement mortality; however, this is not the only option 
available to facilities for demonstration of compliance with the impingement mortality 
standard. 


The new rules require all necessary application requirements to be submitted in a 
subsequent renewal application if the currently effective permit will expire on or after 
July 14, 2018. The existing permit’s expiration date was May 1, 2014; therefore, due to 
the large scope of application requirements and time needed to collect complete and 
valid data, the proposed permit does not require the submittal of this information at this 
time in accordance with 40 CFR § 125.95(a). Any permit action subsequent to this 
renewal, will require a new BTA determination that incorporates all applicable rules and 
regulations related to Section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act. 


COMMENT 29 


Joe Williams commented that the Brazos River Authority claimed that Lake Granbury 
could fall as low as 17 feet. As of a month ago, the lake was at 11.5 feet, and at 17 feet, the 
safety issues or concerns would go into effect with Comanche Peak 1 and 2. 


RESPONSE 29 


Safety procedures for the operation of cooling water intake structures in response to low 
lake levels are not within the scope of rules and regulations for TPDES permits. 


COMMENT 30 


Joe Williams commented that according to TCEQ rules, a permit has to have a specific 
location, a specific use, a specific plant specification, and specific environmental 
changes, and not be issued based on speculation. Mr. Williams further commented that 
TCEQ is issuing this permit based on speculation of what might be coming. 
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Additionally Mickey Parson, on behalf of the Lake Granbury Coalition, commented that 
Brad Watson, the Applicant’s PR person, stated in an article “while current market 
conditions don’t support new generation, we want to retain the permit should we build 
another steam unit.”  Mr. Parson commented further, that by the Applicant’s own 
admission they are asking to renew a permit for a plant that does not exist, which is 
speculation. 


Additionally Dave Eagle commented that the TCEQ is considering issuing a permit to an 
entity that has not decided what is going to happen at its facility. 


RESPONSE 31 


The preliminary decision to renew the existing authorization is not speculative because 
under no circumstance does the proposed permit allow the Applicant to conduct 
operations that generate wastewaters other than the wastewaters authorized by the 
proposed permit, nor does the proposed permit allow any exceedance of a permitted 
effluent limitation or exceedance of a water quality standard. The proposed permit 
authorizes the existing discharge type (once-through cooling water, low volume waste, 
and metal cleaning waste) and daily maximum volume (1,041,480,000 gallons per day). 
No deviation from these parameters was indicated in the application. Any change to the 
character of the wastewater (wastewater type), or any increase in permitted pollutant 
loads would require a major amendment to the permit. The application indicated that 
nothing of this nature was to be changed; therefore, there was no speculation involved 
in the review process. 


COMMENT 32 


Dave Eagle and Carol Gerson commented that they are concerned that the ED has 
already decided to renew the TPDES permit. 


RESPONSE 32 


The ED’s Response to Comments does not represent a final action, but a document 
aimed at informing the public about the proposed permit’s details based on the 
comments received. The Commission has not finally issued the renewal of the proposed 
permit as the TCEQ has received contested case hearing requests, which requires further 
action by the Commission. 


COMMENT 33 


Todd Garner commented that TCEQ rates Lake Granbury as the 57th worst lake out of 75 
lakes in Texas concerning chlorophyll A, and that according to the EPA, chlorophyll A 
trends are alarming. Mr. Garner commented further that he would like to know whether 
anyone is looking at the big picture for Lake Granbury, i.e. what are the cumulative 
effects of all the changes, who is scrutinizing all the permits and changes, what recent 
ecological studies have been performed taking into account all the variables, and who is 
really protecting Lake Granbury. 
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RESPONSE 33 


Based on water quality screening levels, The 2012 Texas Integrated Report – Water 
Bodies with Concerns for Use Attainment and Screening Levels, lists Chlorophyll A as a 
concern. The TCEQ, as part of the Surface Water Quality Monitoring Program continues 
to evaluate Lake Granbury and is currently in the process of developing reservoir-
specific limits for chlorophyll A. However, the TSWQS do not contain specific numeric 
limits for chlorophyll A for Lake Granbury and until the TSWQS contain numeric limits 
for chlorophyll A, including chlorophyll A limits in permits is not justified. 


The 2012 Clean Water Act Section 303(d) list does not contain a listing for Lake 
Granbury as an impaired water body for dissolved oxygen, temperature, or any other 
water quality standard. Likewise, the discharge from the facility has historically not 
required any calculated water quality-based effluent limitations for chloroform, and 
based on the character of the wastewater, the ED expects the discharge from the facility 
to continue to not add to chlorophyll A concentrations. Therefore, the ED has 
determined that the proposed permit protects and maintains the designated uses of 
Lake Granbury. 


COMMENT 34 


Ken Hackett commented that tying the proposed permit to the facility is not appropriate 
because someone can purchase the facility and expand, which will continue to degrade 
the clarity of the lake, add more chloroform, and destroy the lake’s wetlands. 


RESPONSE 34 


Any expansion to a facility that increases pollutant loadings, or requires less stringent 
terms or condition of TPDES permit, must be a major amendment, regardless of the 
owner or operator of the facility. The public notification process and the ability of the 
public to request public meeting, contested case hearings, and provide comment is in 
full effect for any major amendment to a TPDES permit. 


Historically, the discharge from the facility has not required any calculated water 
quality-based effluent limitations for chloroform, and the Water Quality Assessments 
review of the application did not identify any potentially impacted wetlands along the 
discharge route. 
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CHANGES MADE TO THE PERMIT IN RESPONSE TO COMMENT 


 


The proposed permit does not contain any in response to public comment. 
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
 
Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Executive Director 
 
 
Robert Martinez, Environmental Law 
Division Director 
 


________________________ 
Michael T. Parr II, Staff Attorney 
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State Bar No. 24062936 
P.O. Box 13087, MC 173 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Telephone No. 512-239-0611 
Facsimile No. 512-239-0606 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


 


I certify that on November 14, 2014, the Executive Director’s Response to Public 
Comment for Permit No. WQ0001481000 was filed with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality’s Office of the Chief Clerk. 


___________________________ 
Michael T. Parr II, Staff Attorney 
Environmental Law Division 
State Bar No. 24062936 





