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TCEQ Public Meeting Form
March 26, 2015
Coastal Ready Mix, Inc.

Air Quality Standard Permit

Registration Number 123775
PLEASE PRINT
Name: \}\ i i: \/l.é-l!—-!&, C"DFLA\/
Mailing Address: _4S 8 2 Eosewsan D
Physical Address (if different):
City/State: KOLLNT%Q Tx ' Zipp 1D 2.5

**This information is subject to public disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act**

/

Email: [VARY & @ SwBere, e +—
Phone Number: A0d 4b-2506]
« Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? Ll Yes M No

If yes, which one?

0 Please add me to the mailing list,

ﬁ I wish to provide formal ORAL COMMENTS at tonight’s public meeting, \//

0 I wish to provide formal WRITTEN COMMENTS at tonight’s public meeting.

(Written comments may be submitted at any time during the meeting) T

Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.

0
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December 21, 2014

Office of the Chief Clerk
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Re: Proposed Air Quality Registration #123775

Since 1980, my family and | have lived at 4582 Rosewood Drive in Beaumont Colony Central.
Even though | own underdeveloped property adjacent to the proposed cement batch site, my

personal residence is only 560 feet from the property line of the site and would be adversely
affected by such a facility in numerous ways.

After living in the south end of Beaumont, Texas tor 32 years, my family and | decided to move
away from the center of the oil refinery industry and move north to breath the clean air of the
piney woods on the edge of the “Big Thicket”. Even though  am now 66 years old with no
known severe respiratory problems, | would like to keep it that way. | would also like my two
grandchildren, who live across the street, to enjoy the same. It's no secret that “Silica” dust
inhaled from such a facility would be detrimental to all who live in this area. In addition to the
detrimental inhaling of such dust, the toxic water runoff from the site could possibly pollute our

water wells, since most everyone in Beaumont Colony Central is on their own private water
well system. These wells are expensive to place.

It is for the above mentioned reasons that | would strongly oppose the permit being granted for

the business at this location. | feel this plant could be located farther away from a large
residential area such as Beaumont Colony.

In conclusion, please place me on your mailing list for further information and updates.

Vick L Gray

4582 Rosewood Drive
Kountze, Texas 77625
(409) 246-2561
vig@swbell.net

Sincerely,
Vick L. Gray



R eEyunoy
"] POOMISOY: ZRCT




Office of the Chief Clerk
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality RE =V = Yy =Y
Z

Re: Proposed Air Quality Permit #123775 JAN 2005 - :;,E A
VA s 4 I
' s [l .
Chairman Shaw \& 2 =
£ g
o T
Hello, my name is Jason Greene and I’'m a Hardin County resident. I have reoenﬂ""l o
learned of an air permit application, specifically #123775 by Mr. Gary Whitman,jetwner.. :

and operator of Coastal Ready Mix with intentions to build a concrete batch plant on Ehgt
69 in Kountze, Texas in the Beaumont Colony area. This location is directly adjacent to
my Father’s property. My dad is 69 years old and has invested years of time and energy
on his retirement home. To say this is an outrage to me personally is severely
understated.

My dad has had 5 strokes, a triple bypass, was diagnosed with asbestosis and [ am now
witnessing him go through the stress of losing all he has worked for. Are you aware of
the toxins that a Concrete plant will release into this neighborhood and literally his
backyard? With a condition like, asbestosis the air you breathe is your lifeline. A concrete
plant, according to The Environmental Protection Agency will release multiple metallic
toxins including beryllium, cadmium and nickel as well as silica particles. This fine
metallic dust is poison to breathe. It can cause many healih problems including cancer
and severely aggravate an existing condition such as asbestosis. So, if you were in my
father’s shoes do you lose your house because he cannot stay under these conditions or
possibly your life if you chanced it? This permit should not even be a possibility. It is an
obvious danger to my father as well as his neighbors and should be absolutely denied.

Mr, Shaw, respectfully I want to know if you are the actual decision maker on the
possible approval of this permit. If it is not you, please provide me with the name of
exactly who it is. I want to know who is not only responsible for the decision but
accountable for it because someone will be held accountable.

I look forward to hearing back from you in writing,

incerely,

Jas eene
2778 Magnolia Trail
Lumberton, TX 77657
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REVIEWED
DEC 3 0 201

By ﬁ}/ Q\N\

RE: Coastal Ready Mix, Inc. Air Quality Standard Permit, Registration Number 123775

| N
Dear Chief Clerk, {5\7{1&@0 g}‘g

veterinarian office to supplement our fixed income. My husband, Mike Greene, and | are Seml rexlred :
and primarily live off of a fixed income. It would be an overwhelming burden at our age an‘d\bur h”“éfalth
if we were forced to move to another |location due to the pollution associated with the prop"osed “

concrete plant. 2

We moved to Beaumont Colony about 10 years ago thinking that we could live the rest of our life in the
country and enjoy the fresh air and peacefulness of our surroundings. It took us over two and a half
years of searching before we found a suitable place and made the chaice to move. We spent a large
amount of our life savings so that we could live the rest of our life in a healthy environment of our
choosing and enjoy the support of a thriving and growing community.

I am concerned that the noise that will be generated by a concrete batch plant, and the heavy
equipment associated with it, will be considerable and impact the enjoyment that we currently
experience from being outside in the piney woods. | am afraid that it will be a nuisance to us and our
surrounding neighbors. The constant beeping associated with back up alarms of heavy equipment will
surely be heard when we are outside and possibly penetrate the walls of my home. | am uncomfortable
with this possibility and ask you to consider the impacts that the proposed plant will have on our lives. |
understand that TCEQ does not have jurisdiction over this matter but it is of great concern to me. Why
is Mr. Whitman being allowed to construct a concrete plant on property that backs up to a longstanding
and thriving neighborhood of over forty plus years?

Dust that is generated by concrete batch plants, as per the EPA, is found to be hazardous and
detrimental to public health. Why then is a concrete batch plant being proposed to be built within 440
yards of several people that already have health concerns or small children? | feel that any concrete
plant, if built at the proposed location, will violate our ability to enjoy the air that we breathe and feel
that my right, to enjoy my property, will be violated. It is wrong, no matter how trivial that it may seem,
to allow an industrial facility that injects hazardous substances into the air to be built within such a close
proximity of so many families.

Mr. Whitman has never attempted to contact us or speak with us about his proposed plant. {am
confident that if he would have done so before the permitting process that we could have been
reasonable and reached an acceptable solution for all of us. 1 am concerned that this proposed plant is
being constructed purely for financial gain without considering the implications and health of the many
families in the surrounding community. The TCEQ exists to protect public health. If a concrete batch
plant is built In its proposed location it will impact the health of those around it. Why then has TCEQ

N



already made a preliminary decision to let Mr, Whitman create health issues for me, my family, and
surrounding neighbors?

| request that a public meeting be held so that we can further discuss the environmental concerns that
are associated with concrete batch plants. It would also be wonderful place for us to discuss the
impacts that it will have on our community and why TCEQ has already reached a preliminary decision to
grant the permit. | feel that a public meeting is necessary and will allow our community to express their
concerns and ask TCEQ to consider denying this permit.

Sincerely, ' /

Wanda Gree/'n/e &~ ,\
3945 Leatherwood Drive -
Kountze, Tx 77625

409-246-8419
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@ (. fovmal oved Comment

TCEQ Public Meeting Form
March 26, 2015

Coastal Ready Mix, Inc.
Air Quality Standard Permit
Registration Number 123775

PLEASE PRINT

Name: LACU"/@% L,&,u)f@wd’éf

Mailing Address: lp D [Box \H&D Kou T oo T 27625

Physical Address (if different): Ho g 7 LeaTherpwand Dr.

City/State: I< o LQ!\Iﬁe T e xas Zip: 7 Tl 25

**This information is subject to public disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act**

Email: L _lgﬁfcﬂﬁa'./ﬁ“f'@ a7 . Nt "/

Phone Number: L/ 09 24 6 thz 22

» Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? 1 Yes (WNo

If yes, which one?

[1]/ Please add me to the mailing list.

v

IE/I wish to provide formal ORAL C'OMMENTS at tonight’s public meeting.

Iﬂ/ I wish to provide formal WRITTEN COMMENTS at tonight’s public meeting, l///

(Written comments may be submitted at any time during the meeting)

Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.

¢



Charles W. Lawrence
P.0. Box 1450 RECEEVED

Kountze, Texas 77625

Phone (409) 246-4222

bllg(t)l;ilot@att.net WAR 26 2015
October 24, 2014 AT PUBUC MEETING
Office of the Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Reference: Proposed Air Quality Registration No. 123775
Published in the Hardin County News Oct 16, 2014

I live at 4297 Leatherwood Dr. in the Beaumont Colony Central subdivision. My regidence is
approximately 355 yards from the proposed batch plant site. I strenuonsly oppose the issuance of the permit
for this plant. There is no good reason to allow a air and water polluting plant to be built next to a large,
established community where hundreds of people live.

T have owned this property since 1971, and have lived here most of the time since then. One of the
reasons 1 tive here is the clean natural environment. Like many of the people who live in Beaumoni Colony,
1 spend much of my time outdoors. This entire community would be exposed to airborne inhalable size (10
microns or less) and respriable size (2.5 microns or less) contaminants. This would certainly include
particles of crystalline silica which according to OSHA is classified as a hnman Iung carcinogen.
Additionally, breathing crystalline silica dust can cause silicosis, which in severe cases can disabling, or
even fatal. The respriable silica dust enters the lungs and causes the formation of scar tissue, thus reducing
the lungs ability to take in oxygen. There is no cute for silicosis. Since silicosis affects lung function, it
makes one more susceptible to lung infections like tuberculosis.

Most of the people who live in Beaumont Colony depend on wells for their water supply. The toxic
runoff from the site would endanger that supply of water.

This application should be denied because it will endanger the health of the hundreds of people
who live in the established community of Beaumnont Colony. There are countless places in Hardin County
where this plant could be located, that would not endanger the health of so many people.

Please place me on your mailing Tist for any information about this application at my mailing
address. :

Charles W. Lawrence

P.O. Box 1450
Kountze, Texas 77625

‘yu for your considgzation,
f 7 7 i "
1arf&ﬁ'7/.émm/% paf g e
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Charles W. Lawrence
P.0. Box 1450
Kountze, Texas 77625
Phone (409) 246-4222
b100pilot@att.net

October 24, 2014

Office of the Chief Clerk _ , 3
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality // /
Reference: Proposed Air Quality Registration No. 123773 By S

Published in the Hardin County News Oct 16, 2014 L

I live at 4297 Leatherwood Dr. in the Beaumont Colony Central subdivision. My residence is
approximately 355 yards from the proposed batch plant site. T strenuously oppose the issuance of the permit
for this plant, There is no good reason tp,alljlqw a air and water polluting plant to be built next to a large,
established community where hundreds of peoplé live. '

1 have owned this property since 1971, and have lived here most of the time since then. One of the
reasons I live here is the clean natural environment. Like many of the people who live in Beaumont Colony,
I spend much of my time outdoors. This entire community would be exposed to airborne inhalable size (10
microns or Jess) and respriable size (2.5 microns or less) contaminants. This would certainly include
particles of crystalline silica which according to OSHA is classified as a human lung carcinogen.
Additionally, breathing crystalline silica dust can cause silicosis, which in severe cases can disabling, or
even fatal. The respriable silica dust enters the lungs and causes the formation of scar tissue, thus reducing
the lungs ability to take m oxygen. There is no cure for silicosis. Since silicosis affects Jung fiunction, it
makes one more susceptible to lung infections like tuberculosis.

' _Most Qf the people who live in Beawnont Colony depend on wells for their water supply. The toxic
rumoff from the site would endanger that supply of water.

This application should be denied becanse it will endanger the health of the hundreds of people
who live in the established community of Beaumont Colony. There are countless places in Hardin County
where this plant could be located, that would not endanger the health of so many people.

Please place me on your mailing list for any information about this application at my mailing
address.

Charles W, Lawrence
P.O. Box 1450
Kountze, Texas 77625
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REVIEWED

Kenneth Pattillo 0eT 23 Zﬁ}iﬁ
4332 Leatherwood Drive . /7 e
Kountze, Texas 77625 o P
E‘aﬁ

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality f%’ = = S
RE: Permit Number 123775 ’ O\ H 5 e)

\>\&"> L2 :; 08
Greetings, O\ g o i"%gfz’;.'
My name is Kenneth Pattillo and | am a Retiree from Mobil after 32 Years of service. | have E;Een |IVI g gjj
at my current location, which is about 400 yards from the proposed concrete plant, for the I§§§ four;\o i

years. We built a new house and have spent quite a bit of life savings to build our new home and mave
1o our current location. We chose to build here because it is a quiet and family oriented neighborhood. |
do not want to regret our decision to build at this location and strongly oppose the permitting and
construction of the proposed concrete plant.

| was diagnhosed with COPD about three years ago and shortly thereafter [ had surgery at MD Anderson
hospital due ta brain cancer. | am still under care for the cancer and its related health issues. My
overall guality of life is quite low and | am already inhibited from doing the things that | love. | believe
that the construction of the proposed concrete plant will complicate my current condition and further
prevent me from enjoying my life in this wonderful community. |am afraid that the airborne particles of
cement dust will aggravate my COPD and further reduce my overall quality of life,

| have four grandchildren, two of which have asthma, that love being outdoors. We are concerned that
the emissions from the concrete plant will prevent them from going outside and enjoying the things that
kids love to do such as climbing trees and playing chase. We have worked our whole life and waited a
long time to purchase land in this spacious and wonderful community. We will not stand aside and
watch it be polluted by a cement plant and the associated health concerns associated with it.

We live in a world where everything has a price. What is the cost of building a concrete plant in the
backyard of a growing and thriving community of caring familias with children? At what cost would you
consider denying the permit for this proposed plant? How many people’s quality of iife will have to
suffer to pay for the installation of this plant? Are you willing to compensate our community and the
families within it for the health impacts that are directly linked with and published about cement dust?

Thank you for your time,

Rorvmeth Rattidle
Kenneth Pattillo
4097821629
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A T ST e T
sandra Pattillo 6:)\ REVIEWED
4332 Leatherwood Drive i \>\ CEC 3 0 208 \[\f\
Kountze, Texas 77625 A _ Q
By o4 o

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality =l
RE: Coastal Ready Mix Permit Number 123775

| will begin by stating that | am a housewife. My husband, Kenneth Pattillo, and i live on socigl seéﬁ;ity :
and depend on what investments we currently have to enjoy what life we have left to live. M\/ husband

suffers from COPD and has emational and physical problems dealing with the treatments as;lmmated
with surviving stage four brain cancer. The mere proposal of a concrete plant next to our f}g@ne is” .
causing him emotional stress that he does not need and impedes his recovery. oy

We purchased the property in which we currently live in 2009. We chose this site because of the
wonderful neighborhood, the spacious lots, and its proximity to health care. We built a 2200 square
foot house on this property with the desire to live our lives comfortably and enjoy the outdoors. We
moved here from Warren and wanted a suitable location with trees that we enjoy and depend on for
our oxygen. We live in a heighborhood that is growing due to the many benefits associated with its
lacation. It is within a close proximity of local shopping, healthcare, and restaurants. Property values are
increasing and, in turn, raising county property tax revenue. The installation of the proposed plant will
have an impact on property values and have a negative impact on our neighborhood. Explain to me, in
detail, as to why it is a good idea to allow the construction plant next to an economically productive
neighborhood that is growing and increasing the property values and revenue in Hardin County.

| have been dealing with several problems associated with severe allergies. The sometimes severe
symptoms led me to seek the help of an ear, nose, and throat specialist in Beaumeont that administered
allergy treatments via injection for over three years. | am somewhat allergy free now and do not want
to live the rest of my life dependent on injection therapy. It is my understanding that the emissions that
are associated with concrete plants can cause respiratory inflammation and can stimulate and aggravate
a persons existing allergies. These reactions can be severe enough to cause respiratory distress and
have long reaching and long term effects. | ask you to deny this permit as it is in the interest of public
health to do so.

I am an avid gardener. | grow my own vegetables so that [ limit my exposure to many chemicals that
growers use to maximize their crops. My methods are not entirely organic but limit my exposure to
many pesticides and herbicides that are linked with cancer and other health related problems. | am
concerned that the airborne contaminants and possible groundwater contamination that can be
produced by a concrete plant will contaminate my soil and, in turn, contaminate the fruits and
vegetables that | produce and eat. What environmental studies have you conducted that prove that my
plants, groundwater, and overall heatth will not be affected by the environmental pollutants of this
proposed concrete plant? Please provide me with all charts and satellite based information that
indicates that wind drift of these pollutants will not harm my ptants, my health, or become a nuisance to
me or my surrounding neighbaors.

We were contacted by several neighbors ahout the plant that is being proposed to be built next to our
home, We subscribe to the Beaumaont Enterprise and do net have a subscription to the Hardin County
News. The Beaumont Enterprise is a larger distribution and has a larger presence in Hardin County. It
includes information that is relevant to the greater area of Southeast Texas. We do not feel that we



were properly notified by Mr, Whitman even though he adhered to TCEQ requirements. His publication
was in the Hardin County News but is a low volume publication that does not get distributed to all
residents of Hardin County. | feel that TCEQ needs to expand the requirements for posting and
notifying the public of permits that will directly impact the environment and adversely affect pubtic
health. Why is an outdated media source such as newspaper used to inform the public? It would better
serve the public interest if an updated media source such as television, internet, or cell phones were
used. Research indicates that people are more likely to get their news and daily information through
technology related sources in todays information age. In addition, | would like to see the requirements
be expanded for all signage that is posted on the property. Perhaps, require all posted materials to be
clearly readable from inside a vehicle on any public road near the proposed site. Why is the bar set so
low to infarm the public of permits that can potentizlly affect the lives of the people close to proposed
sites? If it were not for the kindness and support of our neighbors, | would not have even known that
something as potentially hazardous as a concrete plant was being built in my backyard.,

| request that you schedule a public meeting so that we can address the above mentioned issues in
detail.

Thank y

4097821629
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RE: Coastal Ready Mix Inc. O\ \]
Dear Chief Clerk, :;q :;
T

My name is Jackie Riles. I am 62 years old and I live at 3425 Leatherwood in Beaumont Coloxfy. hp

Mr. Gary Whitman, owner and operator of Coastal Ready Mix Inc. has applied for air permit #123775 in
OGctober and has proposed to build a concrete batch plant and provided the following directions to the site:
From the intersection of Wheeler Road and Highway 69, drive 2.7 miles on highway 69 and the location
will be on the east side of highway 69, Hardin County, Texas77625. The is outside the city limits and does
not have any zoning restrictions and is about 22.2 acres in size. The permit indicates that only a small
portion of the property will be used for the conerete batch plant. What prevents Mr, Whitman from
expanding his operation in the future and further impacting the overall environment quality and health of us

who live in Beaumont Colony?

I have a number of concerns with this. First of all I am concerned about the quality of the air when it is hot
and dry with dust flying in the air. My husband and I both have lots of allergies and the older we get our
allergies get worse. I am also the primary care taker of my husbands mother. She is 87 years old and have
sever allergies which she is so allergic to everything that the doctors are afraid to give her medication for
those allergies. I don’t want to watch her suffer in that way. I think of 911 when the towers fell, the concrete
dust was in the air for months. Look at the problems it cause on the health of the first responders. In our
neighbor hood we have young families who have moved to a rural area to raise their families. There are
many retired people in Beaumont Colony who are developing serious health issues with breathing, Second:
Air quality . I don’t want to go out in my yard to work and I can’t breath from all of the dust fioating in the
air. I don’t want to have to keep cleaning off my steps, porch and all of my other things like my car, truck,
and nty house. We have worked to hard to clear the land we live on to have to tolerate this nuisance. Third:
I am concerned about any run off that can contaminate our water wells. We have spent a lot of money to put
in a deep well and we have very good water. We don’t know how it will affect our vegetable garden and the
vegetable wo will eat. We work hard for what we have. Beaumnont Colony has be here for more than 40
years. That alone should be reason enough to deny the permit #123775 for the concrete plant,

I am requesting a Public meeting so that we might be able to ask questions. T hope that you will at least

consider this protest letter.
Thank you.

no )
Jackie Riles
3425 Leatherwood Dr. e
Kountze, Texas 77625 -
’ |
Phone: 409-246-1917 / %
jrilesmadd@yshoo.com

Sincerely,
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Bill Sturm

4169 Leatherwood Drive ) R
WS s
Kountze, TX 77625 L !
ym—w_éumﬁ. . . R
409-246-2513 w .
LN
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality C7 @‘O b
Office of the Chief Clerk \QO\O\ -

Proposed Air Quality Permit Number 123775

Coastal Ready Mix Inc.

| am 83 years old and | have worked in the oil and gas industry for 49 years. | have traveled to and lived
in twelve different countries. These couniries include the United States, Nigera, Angola, Panama,
Columbia, Equadar, and Peru. In my 49 years, | have seen how environmental policy, or lack thereof,
has impacted the surrounding population centers and, to be honest, | have not always been impressed
the outcome. | have seen foreign governments give way to business based on financiat gain and also
seen them bend environmental policy as the result of such gain. Environmental policy s constructed to
protect the envircnment and the people in which live within its boundaries. | am concerned that TCEQ,
hased on somewhat trivial air quality models, will allow a concrete batch plant to be built next to a
population center that is heavily dependent on the air quality measures that this government agency
was formed to protect. There is an environmental quality that | am willing to accept and it does not
include the threat of airborne contaminants from a concrete plant.

| have witnessed firsthand how dust, smoke, and airborne materials cah travel hundreds of miles and
impact persons and families that can be counties, states, or even countries away from the source. | find
it hard to believe that TCEQ, or anyone, can tell me that airborne contaminants from the proposed
concrete plant will stop traveling through the air and safely drop to the ground after only 440 yards. Itis
inconceivable to predict that there is only a short distance that will be impacted by any airborne
contaminants. How do you propose to limit mother nature? Can you tell the winds which way to blow
or how hard they can blow? | believe not. | have been on this precious earth for many years and | have
got to say that mother nature is unpredictable and any argument that you may come up with to say that
only a radius of 440 yards will be impacted by contaminants is not sufficient to protect public health. If
it were that easy to control mother nature and protect the public, the impact that the Chernobyl
disaster had across western USSR and Europe would have been minimal, have been limited to a couple
of football fields in size, and could have been cleaned up a small containment crew. The Chernobyl _

%.



accident happened in 1986, involved over a half million people, and is still being investigated for fong
term effects such as cancer.

| have several health conditions that are of concern. In 1954, at 22 vears of age, | served in the ARMY as
a Chemical, Biological, and Radiological warfare specialist. | wound up exposed to and contracted a
severe case of infectious mononucieosis and lost an extreme amount of weight. That was the accident
that upset my apple cart. It started the eventual and crazy and emotional rollercoaster that | would call
my life. In 1977, | was in Paraguay and contracted paratyphoid, was unconscious for 2 days, and
survived. | was one of 6 American workers that contracted the disease and, needless to say, was the
only one to survive the ordeal. [n 1987, | fell fourteen feet, broke five ribs, and collapsed a lung, Aftera
long recovery, | survived another iife threatening injury. In 1997, t was diagnosed with large cell B-type
Lymphoma. | weni through a year of cancer treatments that included chemotherapy and radiation. |
have survived the ordeal but | have been left with a leaky heart valve.

As you can see, | have several complicated health problems that impacted my capacity to thoroughly
enjoy my golden years and forced me to look death in the face. 1would like to live the rest of my life
without the threat of airborne contaminants blowing onto my property and invading my airways. | want
to live life the way it was intended. | am always willing to fight another battle with my health however,

t would prefer that it be a natural occurrence and not one of human creation. 1 believe that itis in the
best interest of public health to deny this permit and ask you to spare me from the cantaminants that
will reach my yard and my lungs. | request that a public meeting be held so that we can further discuss
the many potential problems, short and lang term, that will be created with the proposed plant.

Sincerely,

g ). A=

Bill Sturm
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Nora Sturm
4169 Leatherwood Drive

Kountze, TX 77625

409-246-2513 e

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Office of the Chief Clerk

Proposed Air Quality Permit Number 123775 5%\ “; \;
Coastal Ready Mix inc. % o

| am 79 years of age and grew up in a family with eight children. We were encouraged to be
independent and speak our minds. We were also taught to fight for what we believe in. | believe this
plant as proposed by Gary Whitman will impact our community, our health, and our right to be happy
productive people. | believe that the preliminary decision made by TCEQ to allow the plant to be built is
a hasty generalization about the emissions that the plant will emit. | also believe that the emissions from
the plant will have an impact on our general health that is greater than what people are willing to admit.

I worked for 40 years as a nurse and had the opportunity to work in several different fields. | have
worked as a surgical nurse, provided care at hursing homes, staffed emergency rooms, and cared for
people at intensive care units. | have firsthand knowledge of pulmonary disease and its effects on public
health. | have seen and cared for many people that have breathing disorders and some of them were so
severe that they begged to die. | am not a doctor so | cannot attest to what caused the breathing
problems but | can state that | have seen people suffer and that losing ones ability to breath is one of
the worst and severe health prablems that someone can have. If the human body cannot breath then it
starves for oxygen. The lack of oxygen leads to painful and long term suffering. Please take the time to
breathe through a small drinking straw for the next 48 hours. By doing so, you will have a small glimpse
of what your life would be with pulmonary disease. Are you willing to subject the community of
Beaumont Colony to the possibility of this disease or breathing problems by allowing this plant to be
built?

Itis my understanding that the proposed concrete plant will emit silica and other hazardous material
that are breathable and can be inhaled into the lungs. Hazardous materials that enter the lungs cause
permanent damage that cannot be reversed. Iam 79 years old and cannot afford to be exposed to this.
We live about 400 yards of the rear property line where the plant is to be built. Please show me your
data that proves beyond a reasonable doubt that our property, our health, and our lung capacity will
remain unharmed. | believe that we have the right to live our life the way we want to. That s, without




the threat of inhaling hazardous contaminants. Please tell me that our right to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness will not be subject to the demands of capitalism, politics, and big business.

My primary reason for writing you this letter is to ensure that my husbands health wiil not impacted by
the inhalation of emissions from the proposed concrete plant. This is not my only concern. | have
several wonderful friends and neighbors, many of them retired, that live within Beaumont Colony. | am
concerned that the plant will cause them undue stress in their lives and possibly cause them health
issues that they cannot recover from. They cannot afford to stack the effects of inhaled particulate
matter to their already existing conditions. How can the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, a
government entity that is designed to protect public health, allow a business such as a concrete plant to
be built so close to a residential community that has existing health problems and a growing population
of seniors? .

| oppose the permitting of this plant and ask you to deny it as well. | request that a public meeting be
held so that we can allow my neighbors, many of which are uncomfortable writing their thoughts on
paper, to voice their concerns about the proposed plant. !n addition, I would like to be added to your
mailing list so that | can be aware of this potential threat to my way of life and my right to breathe
freely.

Sincerely

A tm, shZeTtrc

Nora Sturm
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