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I.  Introduction  

The Executive Director of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (the 
TCEQ or Commission) files this Supplemental Response to Hearing Requests on the 
applications of URI, Inc. (Applicant) for renewal and major amendment to Class III 
injection well area permit UR02827.  This response addresses a timely-filed hearing 
request by Leonardo Ramos, Jr. that was inadvertantly omitted from the Chief Clerk’s 
September 2, 2015 Agenda Setting Letter.  The Executive Director incorporates the 
Executive Director’s Response to Hearing Requests filed on September 14, 2015, and 
will not repeat much of the background information.  A copy of the Executive Director’s 
previous Response will be provided to Mr. Ramos.  

 
Attached for Commission consideration is the following: 
 

Attachment A : GIS Map and Key, generated by the Executive Director from 
information contained in the Application and the Hearing 
Request, depicting the approximate facility boundary and the 
approximate location of the mailing address for Leonardo 
Ramos, Jr.  

II.  Analysis of the Request 

Analysis of the Hearing Requests 

The Executive Director has analyzed the hearing request to determine whether it 
complies with Commission rules and whether the requestor qualifies as an affected 
person. 

1.  Whether the Requestor Complied with 30 TAC § 55.201(c) and (d) 

The Executive Director has analyzed the request and determined that the request 
complies with the requirements of 30 TAC § 55.201(c) and (d). The public comment 
period for this permit application ended on May 26, 2015.  The period for timely filing a 
request for a contested case hearing on this permit application ended on August 13, 
2015.  The request from Mr. Ramos was timely submitted.  The Executive Director 
believes that the hearing request substantially complies with the requirements of 30 
TAC § 55.201(d): 1) by providing the requestor’s name, address, daytime phone number; 
2) by claiming a personal justiciable interest; 3) by requesting a contested case hearing; 
and 4) by listing a relevant and material disputed issue of fact that was raised during the 
public comment period. 
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There was only one issue raised during the public comment period.  The one 
public comment received alleged that URI has contaminated Water Well 24 located in 
the Garcia Hill area in Kleberg County northwest of URI’s Production Area 3 at the 
Kingsville Dome Mine.  The Executive Director responded to this comment in the 
Executive Director’s Response to Public Comments filed on July 10, 2015.   

 
The hearing request from Mr. Ramos expresses concern about groundwater 

contamination and impact of his water well.  The Executive Director concludes that the 
request for hearing included a relevant and material disputed issue of fact that was 
raised during the public comment period. 

2.  Whether the Requestor is an Affected Person 

The Executive Director has analyzed the hearing request from Mr. Ramos but is 
not able to conclude that he is an affected person.  Although the request states that the 
requestor lives very close to the uranium mining area, the mailing address provided in 
the request indicates a distance of approximately 2.0 miles from the URI permit area 
boundary.  The request also states that the requestor has information that shows that 
his water well is affected by URI activities and that he would be affected by URI’s 
contamination of his water well.   

 
The interest claimed, prevention of contamination of groundwater, is one 

protected by the law under which URI’s applications will be considered.  There are no 
distance restrictions or other limitations imposed by law on the affected interest 
claimed.  Additionally, a reasonable relationship could exist generally between the 
interest claimed and the regulated activity.  However, the likelineness of an impact of 
the regulated activity upon the health, safety, use of property and the use of the natural 
resource by this requestor, if his residence, property, and water well are located two 
miles from the URI permit area boundary, is not apparent from the face of the request.   
Without more specific information about the location of his residence, property, or 
water well and distance relative to URI’s facilities, the Executive Director cannot 
determine that he has a personal justiciable interest.  



III.  Executive Director’s Recommendation 

In addition to the Recommendations in Executive Director’s Response to Hearing 
Requests filed on September 14, 2015, the Executive Director recommends the 
additional following action by the Commission: 

a) Deny the hearing request of Leonardo Ramos, Jr. unless additional 
information is provided that shows he has a personal justiciable interest. 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Richard A. Hyde P.E. 
Executive Director 
 
Caroline Sweeney, Deputy Director 
Office of Legal Services 
 
Robert Martinez, Director 
Environmental Law Division 
 

By __ 
Don Redmond, Attorney 
Environmental Law Division 
State Bar No. 24010336 
P. O. Box 13087, MC 173 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 
Phone:  512.239.0612 
don.redmond@tceq.texas.gov 
 
REPRESENTING THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS COMMISSION 
ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on September 18, 2015, the “Executive Director’s  
Supplemental Response to Hearing Requests” received on the applications by URI, Inc. 
for renewal and major amendment of Class III injection well area permit  No. UR02827, 
were filed with the TCEQ’s Office of the Chief Clerk and a complete copy was served to 
all persons listed on the attached mailing list via hand delivery, facsimile transmission, 
inter-agency mail, electronic submittal, or by deposit in the US First Class Mail. 

 

By __ 
Don Redmond, Attorney 
Environmental Law Division 
State Bar No. 24010336 
P. O. Box 13087, MC 173 
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 
Phone:  512.239.0612 
don.redmond@tceq.texas.gov 
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
GIS Team  (M

ail Code 197)
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas  78711-3087

Source:  The location of the facility was provided
by the TCEQ Office of Legal Services (OLS). 
OLS obtained the site location information from the 
applicant and the requestor information from the 
requestor. The background imagery of this map is 
from the current Environmental Systems Research
Institute (ESRI) map service, as of the date of this map. 

This map was generated by the Information Resources
Division of the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality. This product is for informational purposes and
may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not repre-
sent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries. 
For more information concerning this map, contact the 
Information Resource Division at (512) 239-0800.

Map Requested by TCEQ Office of Legal Services
for Commissioners' Agenda

The facility is located in Kleberg County.  The circle (green) in 
 the left inset map represents the approximate location of the facility. 
 The inset map on the right represents the location of Kleberg
 County (red) in the state of Texas.
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MAILING LIST 
URI, INC. 

DOCKET NO. 2015-1268-UIC; PERMIT NO. UR02827

FOR THE APPLICANT: 
via First Class Mail: 
 
Dain McCoig, Vice President 
South Texas Operations 
URI, Inc. 
641 East FM 1118 
Kingsville, Texas 78363-2628 
Tel: (361) 595-5731 
Fax: (361) 595-0403 
 
Duncan C. Norton 
Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C. 
816 Congress Ave Suite 1900 
Austin Texas 78701 
512/322-5800 FAX.512/472-0532 
 
FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
via electronic mail: 
 
Don Redmond, Staff Attorney 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Environmental Law Division, MC-173 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: (512) 239-0600 
Fax: (512) 239-0606 
 
Brian Christian, Director 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Environmental Assistance Division 
Public Education Program, MC-108 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: (512) 239-4000 
Fax: (512) 239-5678 
 
FOR PUBLIC INTEREST COUNSEL 
via electronic mail: 

 

Vic McWherter, Public Interest Counsel Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality 
Public Interest Counsel, MC-103 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: (512) 239-6363 
Fax: (512) 239-6377 

FOR ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
via electronic mail: 
 
Kyle Lucas 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Alternative Dispute Resolution, MC-222 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: (512) 239-4010 
Fax: (512) 239-4015 
 
FOR THE CHIEF CLERK: 
via electronic filing: 
 
Bridget C. Bohac 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Office of Chief Clerk, MC-105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: (512) 239-3300 
Fax: (512) 239-3311 
 
REQUESTER/INTERESTED 
PERSON: 
via First Class Mail: 
 
Leonardo Ramos, Jr. 
580 NCR 1090 
Kingsville Texas 78363-8841 
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