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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT 

The Executive Director (ED) of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (the 
Commission or TCEQ) files this Response to Public Comment (Response) on the New Source 
Review Authorization application. 

As required by Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) § 55.156, before an application is 
approved, the Executive Director prepares a response to all timely, relevant and material, or 
significant comments.  The Office of Chief Clerk timely received comments from the following 
person: Ms. Sheila Maxey.  This Response addresses all timely public comments received, 
whether or not withdrawn.  If you need more information about this permit application or the 
permitting process please call the TCEQ Public Education Program at 1-800-687-4040.  General 
information about the TCEQ can be found at our website at www.tceq.texas.gov. 

BACKGROUND 

Description of Facility 

Texas Eastern Transmission, LP (Applicant) has applied to the TCEQ for the renewal of a New 
Source Review Authorization under Texas Clean Air Act (TCAA), § 382.0518.  This will authorize 
the continued operation of an existing facility that may emit air contaminants. 

This permit will authorize the Applicant to continue operation of an existing permitted facility, 
which includes three natural gas-fired reciprocating engines at a natural gas compressor station.  
The facility is located at 3009 Lilly Street, Longview, Gregg County, Texas.  Contaminants 
authorized under this permit include: volatile organic compounds (VOC), nitrogen oxides (NOx), 
carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide (SO2) and particulate matter (PM), including particulate 
matter less than 10 microns in diameter (PM10) and particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in 
diameter (PM2.5). 

Procedural Background 

To continue operating an existing facility that may emit air contaminants, the person planning 
the continued operation must obtain a permit renewal from the commission.  This permit 
application is for a permit renewal of Air Quality Permit Number 56610. 

 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
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The permit application was received on December 9, 2014, and declared administratively 
complete on December 15, 2014.  The Notice of Receipt and Intent to Obtain an Air Quality 
Permit (public notice) for this permit application was published in English on January 15, 2015 
in the Longview News-Journal and in Spanish on January 21, 2015 in La Opinión.  A copy of 
the permit application was placed at the Longview Public Library on January 15, 2015.  
However, the application was misfiled and consequently, it was unavailable when Ms. Maxey 
requested to view it. Therefore, the comment period was extended until February 20, 2015 and 
the permit application remained on file at the library until February 20, 2015. 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

COMMENT 1: Ms. Sheila Maxey has requested a contested case hearing.   

RESPONSE 1: The contested case hearing request received for this renewal application will be 
processed in accordance with the TCAA and applicable TCEQ rules.  A public Notice of 
Application and Preliminary Decision (second notice) is not required per 30 TAC §39.419(e).  
The TCAA provides that the commission may not hold a contested case hearing for a renewal 
application where there is no change in the allowable emissions rates or in the emission of any 
new contaminant, unless the facility is classified as a “poor performer” under the commission’s 
compliance history rules, found in 30 TAC Chapter 60.  The Applicant’s compliance history 
rating does not fall into the “poor performer” category.  A final determination of whether a 
contested case hearing will be granted will be made by the commission in an open meeting. 

COMMENT 2: Commenter states that, according to research, health and acid rain pollution, 
PM2.5 and emissions of CO, NOx and SO2 are known to cause COPD and have adverse health 
effects, including damage to lung tissues and vision problems.  The emissions also cause damage 
to soil, trees, and building structures. Ms. Maxey states that the following conditions are present 
in her area: a sinkhole is forming on the empty lot next to her house; her stone barbecue grill 
may have been affected by acid rain; a tree fell on a house in January, 2012 due to dead roots; 
and a neighbor’s front yard is sand. Ms. Maxey asked whether Longview Compressor Station is 
in compliance with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requirements for “2.5 micron & 
smaller." 

RESPONSE 2: The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) are created and 
periodically reviewed by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The 
NAAQS, as defined in the federal regulations (40 CFR § 50.2), include both primary and 
secondary standards.  The primary standards are those which the Administrator of the EPA 
determines are necessary, with an adequate margin of safety, to protect the public health, 
including sensitive members of the population such as children, the elderly, and individuals with 
existing lung or cardiovascular conditions.  Secondary NAAQS are those which the 
Administrator determines are necessary to protect the public welfare and the environment, 
including animals, crops, vegetation, and buildings, from any known or anticipated adverse 
effects associated with the presence of an air contaminant in the ambient air.  The standards are 
set for criteria pollutants:  ozone, lead, CO, SO2, NO2, and respirable PM.  “Criteria pollutants” 
are those pollutants for which a NAAQS has been established.  The facilities authorized by this 
permit are located in Gregg County which is unclassified; that is, there is no indication that the 
area is in violation of the NAAQS.  With respect to compliance with EPA requirements for 
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particulates less than 2.5 µm in diameter (PM2.5), the primary NAAQS is 35 µg/m3, for a 24-hour 
averaging time. For the three years of operation preceding the granting of the permit, the 
highest observed PM2.5 for a 24-hour period at the Longview air quality monitor (AQS Site ID: 
48-183-001) was 32.8 µg/m3, which is lower than the 35 µg/m3 standard. 

In addition to complying with the federal and state standards and guidelines mentioned above, 
applicants must also comply with 30 TAC §101.4, which prohibits nuisance conditions. 
Specifically the rule states, "No person shall discharge from any source” air contaminants which 
are or may “tend to be injurious to or adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, 
vegetation, or property, or as to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of animal life, 
vegetation, or property.”  “Air contaminant” is defined in the 30 TAC § 382.003(2), to include 
“particulate matter, radioactive material, dust, fumes, gas, mist, smoke, vapor, or odor.”  
Emissions from the facility are not expected to produce nuisance odors.  However, individuals 
are encouraged to report concerns about nuisance issues or suspected noncompliance with the 
terms and conditions of any permit or other environmental regulation by contacting the Tyler 
TCEQ Regional Office at 1-903-535-5100, or by calling the 24-hour toll-free Environmental 
Complaints Hotline at 1-888-777-3186.  If the facility is found to be out of compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the permit, it will be subject to possible enforcement action.  Citizen-
collected evidence may be used in such an action.  See 30 TAC § 70.4, Enforcement Action Using 
Information Provided by Private Individual, for details on gathering and reporting such 
evidence.  The TCEQ has procedures in place for accepting environmental complaints from the 
public but now has a new tool for bringing potential environmental problems to light.  Under the 
citizen-collected evidence program, individuals can provide information on possible violations 
of environmental law and the information can be used by the TCEQ to pursue enforcement.  In 
this program, citizens can become involved and may eventually testify at a hearing or trial 
concerning the violation.  For additional information, see the TCEQ publication, “Do You Want 
to Make an Environmental Complaint?  Do You Have Information or Evidence?”  This booklet is 
available in English and Spanish from the TCEQ Publications office at 512-239-0028, and may 
be downloaded from the agency website at http://www.tceq.texas.gov (click on the Publications 
link on the left sidebar and search for Publication Number 278). 

COMMENT 3: Ms. Maxey states that she lives in a residential community near the Longview 
Compressor Station.  

RESPONSE 3: The TCEQ’s jurisdiction is established by the Legislature and is limited to the 
issues set forth in statute. Accordingly, the TCEQ does not have jurisdiction to consider zoning 
or effects on property values when determining whether to approve or deny a permit 
application.  Except under limited circumstances, which do not exist under this particular 
permit application, the issuance of a permit cannot be denied on the basis of the facility location. 

COMMENT 4: Ms. Maxey would like to review compliance file information and or medical 
information that may be available. 

RESPONSE 4: The compliance file is available at the TCEQ Region 5 office at 2916 Teague 
Drive, Tyler, Texas. You may call ahead at 903-535-5100 to arrange for a person to have the file 
ready for you to view.  The compliance history can be accessed through the Central Registry 
Internal Reporting Page:  http://cf9intprd1.tceq.texas.gov/crintrpt/.  Enter the permit number 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://cf9intprd1.tceq.texas.gov/crintrpt/
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56610 in the “Additional ID” field and click “Submit.”   Click on RN100224187, and then in the 
Affiliated Customer section, click on the word “HIGH” corresponding to Texas Eastern 
Transmission LP.  Compliance events for the selected date range will be listed, as detailed in 
Response 2 above.  Technical reviews and permit correspondence are available at the following 
GroupWise© WebPublisher website: https://webmail.tceq.state.tx.us/gw/webpub. Enter the 
permit number 56610 in the “Enter words to search” field and make sure the “Anywhere” and 
“AIR/NSP” buttons are selected, then click “Search.”  Technical reviews will begin with “TRV” in 
the Subject field.  Other documents associated with the permit may be viewed in person at TCEQ 
Central Records at 12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, Room 103, Austin, Texas.  You can reach 
the Central File Room (CFR) Customer Service Center at 512-239-2900. 

COMMENT 5: Ms. Maxey states that no application was available for review at Longview 
Public Library. 

RESPONSE 5: Upon being informed of the citizen’s inability to view the application, the TCEQ 
took the following measures to allow the public full access to the file: verified that the 
application would be made available to the public, verified that the Longview Public Library staff 
was instructed as to the location of the file, and extended the comment period by 15 days until 
February 20, 2015. Ms. Maxey was notified of these actions on February 5, 2015 via telephone 
call. 

https://webmail.tceq.state.tx.us/gw/webpub
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CHANGES MADE IN RESPONSE TO COMMENT 

No changes to the draft permit have been made in response to public comment. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Executive Director 
 
Caroline Sweeney, Deputy Director 
Office of Legal Services 
 
Robert Martinez, Division Director 
Environmental Law Division 
 
 
 
Jennifer J. Furrow, Staff Attorney 
Environmental Law Division 
State Bar Number 24078524 
PO Box 13087, MC 173 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
(512) 239-1439 
 
REPRESENTING THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
TEXAS COMMISSION ON  
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
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