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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution
December 23, 2015

TO: Persons on the attached mailing list.

RE: Kloeckner Metals Corporation
Metal Preservation Line Houston, Harris County
Permit No. 131681

Decision of the Executive Director.

The executive director has made a decision that the above-referenced permit application
meets the requirements of applicable law. This decision does not authorize
construction or operation of any proposed facilities. This decision will be
considered by the commissioners at a regularly scheduled public meeting before any
action is taken on this application unless all requests for contested case hearing or
reconsideration have been withdrawn before that meeting.

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the Executive Director’s Response to Comments. A
copy of the complete application, draft permit and related documents, including public
comments, is available for review at the TCEQ Central office. A copy of the complete
application, the draft permit, and executive director’s preliminary decision are available
for viewing and copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Houston regional office,
and the Vinson Neighborhood Library, 3810 West Fuqua Street, Houston, Harris
County, Texas.

If you disagree with the executive director’s decision, and you believe you are an
“affected person” as defined below, you may request a contested case hearing. In
addition, anyone may request reconsideration of the executive director’s decision. A
brief description of the procedures for these two requests follows.

How To Request a Contested Case Hearing.

It is important that your request include all the information that supports your right to a
contested case hearing. You must demonstrate that you meet the applicable legal
requirements to have your hearing request granted. The commission’s consideration of
your request will be based on the information you provide.

The request must include the following:

(@) Your name, address, daytime telephone number, and, if possible, a fax number.

(2) Ifthe request is made by a group or association, the request must identify:
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(A)  one person by name, address, daytime telephone number, and, if possible,
the fax number, of the person who will be responsible for receiving all
communications and documents for the group; and

(B)  one or more members of the group that would otherwise have standing to
request a hearing in their own right. The interests the group seeks to
protect must relate to the organization’s purpose. Neither the claim
asserted nor the relief requested must require the participation of the
individual members in the case.

(3)  The name of the applicant, the permit number and other numbers listed above so
that your request may be processed properly.

(4)  Astatement clearly expressing that you are requesting a contested case hearing.
For example, the following statement would be sufficient: “I request a contested
case hearing.”

Your request must demonstrate that you are an “affected person.” An affected
person is one who has a personal justiciable interest related to a legal right, duty,
privilege, power, or economic interest affected by the application. Your request must
describe how and why you would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or
activity in a manner not common to the general public. For example, to the extent your
request is based on these concerns, you should describe the likely impact on your health,
safety, or uses of your property which may be adversely affected by the proposed facility
or activities. To demonstrate that you have a personal justiciable interest, you must
state, as specifically as you are able, your location and the distance between your
location and the proposed facility or activities. A person who may be affected by
emissions of air contaminants from the facility is entitled to request a contested case
hearing.

Your request must raise disputed issues of fact that are relevant and material to the
commission’s decision on this application. The request must be based on issues that
were raised during the comment period. The request cannot be based solely on issues
raised in comments that have been withdrawn. The enclosed Response to Comments
will allow you to determine the issues that were raised during the comment period and
whether all comments raising an issue have been withdrawn. The public comments
filed for this application are available for review and copying at the Chief Clerk’s office at
the address below.

To facilitate the commission’s determination of the number and scope of issues to be
referred to hearing, you should: 1) specify any of the executive director’s responses to
comments that you dispute; and 2) the factual basis of the dispute. In addition, you
should list, to the extent possible, any disputed issues of law or policy.



How To Request Reconsideration of the Executive Director’s
Decision.

Unlike a request for a contested case hearing, anyone may request reconsideration of the
executive director’s decision. A request for reconsideration should contain your name,
address, daytime phone number, and, if possible, your fax number. The request must
state that you are requesting reconsideration of the executive director’s decision, and
must explain why you believe the decision should be reconsidered.

Deadline for Submitting Requests.

A request for a contested case hearing or reconsideration of the executive director’s
decision must be received by the Chief Clerk’s office no later than 30 calendar days
after the date of this letter. You may submit your request electronically at
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/comments or by mail to the following address:

Bridget C. Bohac, Chief Clerk
TCEQ, MC-105

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Processing of Requests.

Timely requests for a contested case hearing or for reconsideration of the executive
director’s decision will be referred to the alternative dispute resolution director and set
on the agenda of one of the commission’s regularly scheduled meetings. Additional
instructions explaining these procedures will be sent to the attached mailing list when
this meeting has been scheduled.

How to Obtain Additional Information.

If you have any questions or need additional information about the procedures
described in this letter, please call the Public Participation and Education Program, toll
free, at 1-800-687-4040.

Sincerely,

@ma{aﬁ‘ (. Loloe

Bridget C. Bohac
Chief Clerk

BCB/Ig
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MAILING LIST

Kloeckner Metals Corporation
Metal Preservation Line Houston, Harris County
Permit No. 131681

FOR THE APPLICANT:

Wallis Green, Regional General
Manager

Kloeckner Metals Corporation
14200 Almeda Road

Houston, Texas 77053

Bruno Ferraro, Environmental
Consultant

Grove Scientific & Engineering
Company

6410 Edgewater Drive, Suite F
Orlando, Florida 32810

INTERESTED PERSONS:

Toni Andrea Bright
Townwood Civic Club
3534 Prudence Drive
Houston, Texas 77045

Suzette Lartigue
Westbrook Civic Club
4706 Oakside Drive
Houston, Texas 77053

Linda Scurlock

South Houston Concerned Citizens’
Coalition

P.O. Box 451394

Houston, Texas 77245

FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
via electronic mail:

Brian Christian, Director

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Environmental Assistance Division
Public Education Program MC-108
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Becky Nash Petty, Staff Attorney
Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Environmental Law Division MC-173
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Tony Spinelli, Technical Staff

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Air Permits Division MC-163

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

FOR PUBLIC INTEREST COUNSEL
via electronic mail:

Vic McWherter, Attorney

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Public Interest Counsel MC-103

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

FOR THE CHIEF CLERK
via electronic mail:

Bridget C. Bohac, Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Office of Chief Clerk MC-105

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087



	Decision of the Executive Director.
	How To Request a Contested Case Hearing.
	How To Request Reconsideration of the Executive Director’s Decision.
	Deadline for Submitting Requests.
	Processing of Requests.
	How to Obtain Additional Information.


TCEQ AIR QUALITY PERMIT NUMBER 131681

APPLICATION BY
KLOECKNER METALS
CORPORATION
METAL PRESERVATION LINE
HOUSTON, HARRIS COUNTY

BEFORE THE

TEXAS COMMISSION ON

w W W W W

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT

The Executive Director of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (the Commission or
TCEQ) files this Response to Public Comment (Response) on the New Source Review
Authorization application and Executive Director’s preliminary decision.

As required by Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC) § 55.156, before an application is
approved, the Executive Director prepares a response to all timely, relevant and material, or
significant comments. The Office of Chief Clerk received timely comments from Ms. Toni
Andrea Bright with Townwood Civic Club, Ms. Suzette Lartigue with Westbrook Civic Club, and
Ms. Linda Scurlock with South Houston Concerned Citizens’ Coalition.

This Response addresses all timely public comments received, whether or not withdrawn. If you
need more information about this permit application or the permitting process please call the
TCEQ Public Education Program at 1(800)687-4040. General information about the TCEQ can
be found at our website at www.tceg.texas.gov.

BACKGROUND

Description of Facility

Kloeckner Metals Corporation (Kloeckner Metals) has applied for a permit to authorize an
automated surface coating line, a paint mixing room (paint kitchen), a distillation room (solvent
recycling room), and a regenerative thermal oxidizer. These sources will be located at 14200
Almeda Road, Houston, Harris County. This site will use these sources as well as other facilities
authorized by permit-by-rule (PBR) to cut, weld, abrasively blast, and surface coat steel plates
and structural steel. The facilities authorized by PBR include, but are not limited to, welding
equipment, a natural gas-fired convection oven, an abrasive blasting booth, and manually
operated equipment used for cutting steel. Various other facilities at the site are considered to
be de minimis sources under 30 TAC § 116.119.

Procedural Background

Before construction on the facility can begin, the person planning the construction must obtain
a permit from the Commission. This permit application is for authorization of Air Quality
Permit Number 131681.

The permit application for Air Quality Permit Number 131681 was received on April 6, 2015, and
declared administratively complete on April 13, 2015. The Notice of Receipt and Intent to
Obtain an Air Quality Permit (public notice) for this permit application was published in English
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on April 30, 2015, in the Houston Chronicle and in Spanish on May 3, 2015 in the La Voz De
Houston. The Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision for an Air Quality Permit was
published on July 23, 2015 in English in the Houston Chronicle and on July 26, 2015 in Spanish
in the La Voz De Houston.

No public meeting was held by the TCEQ. The public comment period ended on August 25,
2015.

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES
COMMENT 1:

Ms. Bright stated that the proposed facility would add to the nuisance odor problem that exists
in the area.

RESPONSE 1:

All permit applications must comply with 30 TAC § 101.4, which prohibits nuisance conditions.
The rule states that “no person shall discharge from any source” air contaminants which are or
may “tend to be injurious to or adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation,
or property, or as to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or
property.”

“Air contaminant” is defined in the Texas Clean Air Act (TCAA) § 382.003(2), to include
“particulate matter, radioactive material, dust, fumes, gas, mist, smoke, vapor, or odor.” The 22
air contaminants in the primer coatings proposed to be used at the site will be captured and
emitted from one emission point through a control device. Computerized air dispersion
modeling of the emission point was performed by the applicant, and the predicted ground-level
concentration for each of the 22 air contaminants was found to be at levels that would not cause
adverse effects on human health and the environment or cause odor nuisance conditions. This
determination was made by comparing the predicted ground-level concentrations for the air
contaminants to the TCEQ effects screening levels (ESLs). ESLs are guideline ground-level
concentrations developed by the TCEQ Toxicology Division that reflect the potential of an
individual air contaminant to cause adverse effects on human health and the environment, or to
cause odor nuisances. In addition, an investigation in April 2015 by the Houston Regional
Office of the site of the proposed facility indicated a low nuisance/odor potential.

Also, the criteria pollutants proposed to be emitted (particulate matter less than or equal to 10
and 2.5 microns in diameter, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, and sulfur dioxide) were
evaluated using the same air dispersion modeling in comparison to the U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards, and all were determined to meet
these standards. However, individuals are encouraged to report any concerns about nuisance
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issues by contacting the TCEQ Houston Regional Office at 713-767-3500, or by calling the 24
hour toll-free Environmental Complaints Hotline at 1-888-777-3186. The TCEQ investigates all
complaints received. If the facility is found to be out of compliance with the terms and
conditions of its permit, it will be subject to possible enforcement action.

COMMENT 2:

Ms. Scurlock and Ms. Lartigue requested a public meeting to have the opportunity to ask
guestions about the facility and its emissions.

RESPONSE 2:

Executive Director of the TCEQ determines whether to grant a request for a public meeting in
accordance with 30 TAC § 55.154. This rule requires the TCEQ to hold a public meeting if a
substantial or significant degree of public interest in having the meeting exists, or if the request
was made by an elected official (e.g., mayor, legislator). In this case, the public meeting was not
requested by an elected official. In addition, the Executive Director determined there was not
significant public interest to justify conducting a public meeting.
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CHANGES MADE IN RESPONSE TO COMMENT

No changes to the draft permit have been made in response to public comment.

Respectfully submitted,
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Richard A. Hyde, P.E., Executive Director

Caroline Sweeney, Deputy Director
Office of Legal Services

Robert Martinez, Division Director

Environmjnj;wlmeDivision
!

Becky Nash Petty, Attorney
Environmental Law Division
State Bar Number 24010306
PO Box 13087, MC 173
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
(512) 239-1088

REPRESENTING THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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