TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CarrroL OFFICE: STATE REPRESENTATIVE DistrICT OFFICE:
PO. Box 2910 10101 Fondren, Suite 500
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 DR. ALMA A. ALLEN Houston, Texas 77096

512.463.0744 Fax: 512.463.0761 713.776.0505 Fax: 713.776.1490

DISTRICT 131

May 7, 2016

Bridget C. Bohac

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Office of Chief Clerk, MC-105

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Dear Ms. Bohac:

| am filing this letter and the accompanying documents in anticipation of the May 25, 2016 hearing
concerning the permit for Argos Ready Mix (South Central) Corp. Permit No. 77728. | have already filed
a request for a contested hearing, and | am taking advantage of the opportunity to submit additional
information for the consideration at the May 25th meeting.

Based on my receipt of the Executive Director's Response to the Hearing Requests, the
recommendation of the director for this plant is that "the renewal of the permit would not result in an
increase in allowable emissions and would not result of an air contaminant not previously emitted”. Itis
my contention that under the Commissions responsibilities, " The commission is authorized to protect
human health and safety and natural resources." | am protesting the commissions' decision and
presenting additional documents to support our contention that this renewal the subject permit in
District 131, Houston, Texas is injurious to the health and safety to the residents, and should be denied.

To that end, | am submitting a letter to Executive Director Hyde dated March 7, 2016, from the Mayor
of Houston Texas, Sylvester Turner, regarding Aurora Ready mix, which references some of the same
environmental concerns that exist for Argos Ready Mix. His letter states, " As you are aware, concrete
batch plants are significant producers of particulate matter, specifically cement and pozzolan dust.
Some scientists consider PM10 to pose a greater health risk than many other forms of air pollution due
to its varied chemical composition ranging from dirt particles to heavy metals. The chemical
composition of PM 10 can also contain compounds associated with dirt/clay, mercury, sulfur, arsenic,
asbestos or even radioactive compounds.”

In a letter, dated April 28, 2016, regarding Argos Ready Mix, the Mayor requests that the Commission
not issue this permit. In consideration of public opposition and the cumulative danger these plants



pose, the City of Houston sent investigatars to each of the plants in the area, and “uncovered a pattern
of violations. . .” In the documents attached to this letter, you will find the report of "Full Site
Inspections of concrete Batch plants (CBP) in the House District 131, Surrounding area, March2,-April
2016.” The plants listed, including Argos Ready Mix, have been found to have failed to comply with
general special conditions in permit { Air 30 TAC 116.115). The report was completed 3/20/2016 and a
follow up investigation will be conducted to ensure compliance. Ten of the plants considered
operational, failed to comply with the permit issued to them by TCEQ. With Argos Ready Mix’s existing
permit violations, there is a reasonable expectation that TCEQ will act to pursue a denial of this permit
or withhold a permit and take action to enforce existing requirements in order to obtain full
compliance.

| feel that this investigation and report demonstrates the blatant disregard that this facility, and
managers, as well as other surrounding facilities, have for their permits, and more importantly for the
communities in which they operate their businesses. The effect of these plants pouring contaminants
into the air must be considered as a danger to the health and safety of the community, and therefore a
basic responsibility of TCEQ.

| am submitting this letter and these documents so that TCEQ will hanar our request to deny Argo a
permit, and in addition to the request, not to issue any more concrete batch plants or any other
concrete processing plants in District 131, Houston Texas.

Sincerely,

(nea Dot

Dr. Alma A. Allen
State Representative, District 131, Houston, Texas
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April 28, 2016

Mr. Richard A. Hyde, P.E.

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711

RE: Docket No. 2016-0435-AIR
Argos Ready Mix (South Central) Corp. (Applicant)
Request(s) filed on Permit No., 77728

Dear Mr. Hyde:

1 am writing to submit my comments for consideration on the Argos Ready Mix Corp. concrete batch
plant, Docket No. 2016-0435-AIR, and request that you consider not issuing this permit. | appreciate the

opportunity to provide written comments about the application and your consideration of our residents’
concerns.

The proposed plant will be located in an area that already has a high concentration of concrete batching
facilities. There are currently 18 such facilities in the surrounding area. Prompted by public opposition to
the cumulative danger these plants pose, the City of Houston sent investigators to each of the plants in
the surrounding area. Through these investigations, the City uncovered a pattern of violations of each
facility’s standard permit, the same permit under consideration here, across every one of the currently-
operating facilities. These violations included but were not limited to: visible emissions, dust controls
for traffic areas, and buffer distance requirements. Moreover, the City of Houston Health Department
noted that heavy truck traffic associated with operating concrete batch plants is a significant source of
detrimental impact to environmental air quality.

This data confirms the residents’ concerns about the cumulative negative impact of such a large
concentration of facilities. Given the history of noncompliance of these facilities in the area and the

large number of current violations, | respectfully request that you deny this application and future
applications in this area.

Sylvester Turner
Mayor

POST OFFICE BOX 1562 - HOUSTON, TEXAS 77251
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March 7, 2016

Mr. Richard A. Hyde, P.E.

Executive Director

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Mr. Hyde:

1 am writing to you regarding a pending permit application submitted by Aurora Ready Mix Concrete,
LLC, for the construction of a concrete batch plant located at 5715 Schurmier Road, Houston, Texas
77048, 1 appreciate the opportunity to provide written comments about the application and your
consideration of our residents’ concerns.

The proposed plant is in an area that already has a high concentration of such facilities. There are
currently 18 concrete batch facilities with various operational statuses in the surrounding area. Residents
in the area are concerned that the cumulative effect of all the nearby facilities will have a significant
negative impact on the health and safety of the community. As you are aware, concrete batch plants are
significant producers of particulate matter, specifically cement and pozzolan dust. Some scientists
consider PMI0 to pose a greater health risk than many other forms of air pollution due to its varied
chemical composition ranging from dirt particles to heavy metals. The chemical composition of PM10
can also contain compounds associated with dirt/clay, mercury, sulfur, arsenic, asbestos, or even
radioactive compounds

This particular facility will only add to the cumulative effect already felt by the residents in the area from
the existing plants. Unhealthy dust emissions, increased road activity and noise, as well as disruptions to
traffic and impacts on the roadways are all serious concerns.

Given these dangers to area residents from adding even more concrete batch plants to an already
oversaturated area, | share the citizens’ concerns and wish to register my opposition to the issuance of a
permit.

I respectfully request that you give thoughtful consideration of the impact yet another concrete batch plant
will have on this community and ask that you deny this application and future applications in this area.

ce: The Honorable Alma Allen, District 131, Houston, Texas

POST OFFICE BOX 1562 - HOUSTON, TEXAS 77251
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