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4-23-2016

State Office Offie of Administrative Hearings
Rebecca S. Smith o
Administrative Law Judge i
300 W. 15th St.

502 Austin, Tx. 7870t

RE: SOAH Docket NO. 582-15-2214;
TCEQ Docket No 2015-0068-WD ;
Re: Application by DRCP for Amendment
and Renewal of TPDES Permit
NQO. WC000351100

For: Response to File with Chief Clerk of TCEQ

THE FOLLOWING ARE OUR ARGUMENTS IN REFERENCE TO THE
GRANTING DRCP FOR AMENDMENT AND RENEWAL OF
TPDES PERMIT NO.WQOQ00351100

1. We are against the fact that USEPA issued a letter stating it had
no objection to the draft permitting eventhough the whole
Adminstrative Process has not completed all of its course/process
and was premature at the time (Letter dtd 1-30-15}. As in the past
with the diffrent state agencies that DRCP documents for permit
have gone through it can not help but give us an aspect that
there is always an urgency to some how fast tract their documents.

In light of the happenings over years with the citizens of Flint,

Michigan trying to communicate to its State and Federal Agencies of
their concerns of the contents of their community water, we would not
like to see this otcuring with our community. Thus we are making know
to the respective permitting and/or monitoring agencies State and/or
Federal that in permitting ail aspects on how this mine may have an
adverse affect will be made perfectly clear and evident to all of the fand
holders and the rest of the community that ail precautions are taken in
not affecting not only the vicinity fandholders but the entire community
in that our water supply and aiso our air will not be affected.

2.In communicating to you our concerns of DRCP the cheif concers
pertain to the use of our water facilities down from the point that the Elm
Creek water empties into the Rio Grande River. In light of the fact that the
river is our cheif source of water for all our community needs drinking,
bathing and all other water necessities.
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In addition it is one of the very few recreational facility areas that is available
in this community for swiming and fishing; we do not want to see it
contaminated by any kind of chemicai derivitives and/or other wise such
as spills,day to day operations, floods or poor conceived water ways or run off
areas either nature made or man made.,
In having mentioned the above we are particullarly concerned of the following:

A. Concern over the areas that mine water may traversifhrough, be it naturai

or man made and concern over unspecified or deliniaged areas that these
ditches are located in or may be located. As land owners, we want to know how
these discharge routes will affect us in relation to our properties. Proper
discriptions as to these routes are necessary and residents in the area and

the community as a whole need to be appraised both in English and in Spanish
written and oral via Newspapers, TV and Radio. We have in the area Spanish
speaking only members in the community that need to be informed.

B. Aluminum- We want to make reference to the" EDF's expert witness Lial Tischier
PHD testimoney in reference to levels of aluminum present in the ground water of
the Mine site”. We feel his comments must be taken seriously and approptiately
considered. Page 29 of the re. SOAH Docket # & TEC Docket # identified

at the top on RE: Proposal for Decision of this document. Re. is also made to

Dr. Tischler's data from anlyzes and samplinig discharges from 2000 and
continuing to the second quarter of 2015 on "Qutfalls 022 and ,001003, 004,
006-008 and 014-020 would not comply with the acute acquatic life protection
water qualiy chapter 307° . "He also testified that the median concentration of
aluminum in this well is14mg/L, which is significantly higher than the acqute
criterion in the surface water quality standard of 0.991mg/L. He aiso testified

that the maximum aluminum conceritration from this well is 95.4mg/L’ Page

30 re: above dockets. S

C. Boron- As with our concerns on aluminum per above, we have concerns over
Baron as Per page 34 # 2 re: dockets earlierdited. "DRCP has already disclosed
potentially high levels of boron on its applicadon by noting that it was seeking to
add Ouftfait 102, which would discharge "excss mine pit water, mine pit water

high in boron and storm water runoff. Again we do not want our water
contaminated which would further contaminate the water for agricutture,
livestock and/or human consumption.

Again, we ask that the responsible federal and state commissions responsible for
our enviromental quality take the necessary time in making a decisions that we
can live with and not have to regret in years to come.

In fight of all the hazards involved with the permitting of this mine and via all the diffrent
agencies that this mine has gone through we can not help but feel that as land owners
and community members we still do not feel safe having this mine. We feei that the
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well being of a community is worth more than any Corporate gains it may generate for
a companys}. .

Again in light of the happenings in Flint, Michigan where ill decigiions or lack of decisions
were made we must all be very concern in any and ail decisions made to continue forward
on this permit for amg:y.dment and renewal of permit No. WQ00351 1000,

Thank you,

e e \
. Luis F. Martinez JosZa ares
PQ. %5!! 54 1 ethmann Ranch Rd.
(uszgl ass, Tx. 78852 EaglePass, Tx. 78852
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Copies of Objection to the issuing of permit to DRCP
are given as follows.

Ali Abazari Attorney At Law
Jackson Walker,L.L.P.At Law
100 Congress AvenueSuite1100
Austin, Tx, 78701
{512}236-2239 (PH}

(512)391-2197 (FAX)

Adam Friedman Jose Casares
McEiroy,Sullivan, Miller, Weber & Olmstead, 542 Lehmann Ranch Road
L.L.P. Eagle Pass, Texas 78852
1201 Spyglass Dr. Suite 200 (830) 773-5700 (PH)
Austin, Texas 78746 chacho 34 @gmail.com
{512) 327-8111{PH)
(512) 327-6566 (FAX) Francisco Garcia
afriedman@msmtx. 311Gennter Road
EDF GROUP Eagle Pass, Texas 78852
{830)352-5325(PH])
David O. Frederick francisco47@gmail.com

Federick, Perales, Alimon & Rockwell
707 Rio Grande, Suite 200

Austin, Texas 78701 Roberto & Siboney Salinas

[{512) 469-600 (PH) 381 Gennter Drive

(512)482-9346 [FAX) Eagle Pass, Texas 78852

dof@iHawfirm.com (830)513-7612(PH)

Maverick County lithorn30@yahoo.com
Ricardo Ruiz

Eli Martinez (MC-103) 1212 Gien Haven

Public interest Counsel Eagle Pass, Texas 78852

Texas Commission on Enviornmental Quality  (830}773-1743{PH]
P. O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087 Luis F. Martinez

(512) 239-3974 (PH| P.O.Box 3511

(512) 239-6377 [FAX] Eagle Pass, Texas 78853
eli.martinez@tceq.texas.gov {830)773-6508

TCEQ Public Interest Counsel

Stephanie Skogen {MC-173) Ramon Castillo

Staff Attorney 3700 Highway 277Norte Labor
Enviornmentai Law Division Eagle Pass, Texas 78852
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  (830)352-4637(PH}
P.O. 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087
(512) 239-0575 [PH) =l e s O, S
(512} 239-0606 (Fax] (Lx fis ﬁ/lﬁlartinez 5/ HEN-P”
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Stefanie.skogen@tceq.texas.gov "=
TCEQ Executive Director Jz W\//
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