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2009 Drought Information

General information about drought, emergency procedures, groundwater regulation, plus letters to
surface water rights holders.

Large sections of the state are experiencing exceptional drought. These prolonged, dry conditions put strain on
water supplies for all uses. This page provides information to help people make better decisions about water use.
Note that several of the documents below are available in portable document format (PDF). To download, see
Help with PDF.

Drought Hotline: Trained staff members are available to provide information on drought-related issues and
public water supplies. Call 800-447-2827 or email questions to sbap@tceq.state.tx.us

Lower Brazos River Basin: If you have previously received notification that your diversion of surface water has
been suspended due to the senior priority call in the lower Brazos River Basin, please be advised that at this time
you may temporarily divert water under your permitted authorization. You must comply with all of the conditions
of your permitted authorization, including stream flow restrictions.

E-mail alerts available: You can receive an e-mail whenever new drought information is posted on the TCEQ
site. See how.

How Rights to Surface Water Are Prioritized

What Your Water Right Means

River Authority and Watermaster Area Boundaries Map

Letters to Water Rights Holders and Interested Parties

Previously suspended rights in the Lower Brazos are temporarily allowed

Drought and Public Water Systems

Emergency Approval for Public Drinking Water Well Construction (PDF)

Emergency Interconnection Procedure for Public Water Systems (PDF)

List of Licensed Water Haulers (PDF)

Map of Water Systems under Water Use Restriction

Groundwater Regulation for Private Well Owners

Water Conservation

For Public Water Systems

Tips for Consumers

How the TCEQ is Responding to the Drought:

Consulting public water systems regarding implementation of drought implementation plans and specific needs
as they arise.

Tracking public drinking water systems under water use restrictions--both voluntary and mandatory.

Tracking and managing water rights draws of surface water.

Conducting training in regional offices to equip inspectors in non-watermaster areas to measure and monitor
surface water flows and to ensure the senior water right priority calls are honored and respected by protecting
the flow of water.

Drought information hotline staffed during business hours to answer questions from the public—800-447-
2827.

Enhanced TCEQ Web page covering a wide range of drought-related topics.

Conducting weekly meetings across programs to provide updates, monitor status and forecasts, and address
concerns.

Sending targeted press releases in areas where water rights have been curtailed to provide information and
encourage conservation.

Active participants with other state agencies on Joint Information Council and Drought Preparedness
Taskforce.
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D&L = Domestic & Livestock Only Min = Mining
Ind = Industrial Hyd = Hydroelectric
Irr = Irrigation Nav = Navigation
Rec = Recreation Oth = Other
Mun = Municipal/Domestic Rech = Recharge

Stor = Storage

*Incidents shown with a date in blue indicate the Brazos River Basin

Water Right Incidents

Incidents per Region
from June 1, 2009 to September 30, 2009
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Incidents by Water Use Type
from June 1, 2009 to September 30, 2009

6/8
8/24
9/3

7/28
8/11

6/23
6/25
6/25
7/13
8/6

8/11
8/19
8/26
8/26
8/31
9/1
9/9

6/12
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Water Use Type

C
o

u
n

t

D&L

Ind

Irr

Other













Lower Brazos Streamflows
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 San Gabriel Rv at Laneport, TX  Little Rv nr Rockdale, TX  Little Rv nr Cameron, TX  Big Elm Ck at SH 77 nr Cameron, TX 

 Brazos Rv at SH 21 nr Bryan, TX  Middle Yegua Ck nr Dime Box, TX  E Yegua Ck nr Dime Box, TX  Yegua Ck nr Somerville, TX 

 Davidson Ck nr Lyons, TX  Navasota Rv abv Groesbeck, TX  Big Ck nr Freestone, TX  Navasota Rv nr Easterly, TX 

 Navasota Rv at Old Spanish Rd nr Bryan, TX  Brazos Rv nr Hempstead, TX  Mill Ck nr Bellville, TX  Brazos Rv at Richmond, TX 

 Big Ck nr Needville, TX  Dry Ck nr Rosenberg, TX  Brazos Rv nr Rosharon, TX 

tmiller
Callout
Senior Priority Call made

tmiller
Callout
Alert letters sent to junior water right holders

tmiller
Callout
Suspension letters sent to junior water right holders

tmiller
Callout
Second notice of suspension sent to junior water right holders

tmiller
Callout
Senior Priority Call temporarily lifted
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