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= Cleanups, Remediation

= Emergency Response PM Levels Looking Fine

= Licensing

= Permits, Registrations State officials seek approval of air quality readings showing attainment for PM2.5.

= Preventing Pollution The state of Texas is seeking to have all its counties declared in attainment of federal air quality standards for fine

= Recycling particulate matter (PM). The request was made by Gov. Rick Perry in a letter to Region 6 of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

= Reporting

« Rules The governor reported that all areas of the state were in compliance with the federal standard, based on air quality
monitoring data obtained from 2000 to 2002. Analysis by the TCEQ shows that all areas of Texas have complied with
both the 24-hour and annual standards.
EPA is expected to make a preliminary response in July or August, with final designations coming in late 2004.

4 Data

ﬁ Forms In 1997, EPA cited health concerns when it proposed standards for fine particulate matter, or PM2.5. Medical studies
show an association with increased respiratory disease, decreased lung functions, and even premature death.

® Maps

But implementation of the standards was delayed by a court challenge. With the litigation resolved and three years of
required monitoring data now in hand, EPA is preparing for the first time to fully implement the PM2.5 standard in
&& Publications all states.

Q, Records

TL Public Notices

Particulate matter describes the particles from dust, dirt, and smoke that remain suspended in the air for long
[Z] Webcasts periods of time. Fine particles are so tiny they can only be detected with an electron microscope.

The primary sources are vehicle exhaust and industrial fuel combustion. Fine particles also are formed in the
« About Us atmosphere when gases such as sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and volatile organic compounds are emitted by
combustion activities and transformed by chemical reactions in the air. Large-scale agricultural burning or sand

» Contact Us storms can produce huge volumes too.

- o Cust Unlike ozone, which is invisible, particulate matter sometimes contributes to haze, obscuring skylines and even
ow 's our Customer . raA . A A .
¥ oo vice? Please fill out affecting visibility at parklands. Winds can carry pollution particles hundreds of miles from the source, even to

our Customer remote areas like Big Bend National Park in West Texas.
Satisfaction Survey
EPA is formalizing air quality rules that will address visibility in national parks and regional transport--the movement

of pollutants from one region to another. Texas and other states in the central and eastern United States might be
notified that pollutants originating in their state, such as PM2.5, are affecting other states.

Back to the top

Print this

Site Help | Disclaimer | Web Policies | Accessibility | Helping our Customers | TCEQ Homeland Security | Contact Us

Al texas.gov

Last Modified Tue, 19 Jul 2011
©2002-2011 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Texas
« Homeland
e Security

by 1



http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/subject-index/index.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/about/organization/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/air_main.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/land_main.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/water_main.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/public_main.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/business_main.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/governments_main.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/pd
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/pd/020
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/pd/020/04-02
mailto:ac@tceq.texas.gov
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/help
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/help/policies/disclaimer_policy.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/help/policies/index.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/help/policies/accessibility_policy.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/opa/compact.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/security/index.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/about/directory/
http://www.texashomelandsecurity.org/
http://www2.tsl.state.tx.us/trail/
http://www.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/arra/arra.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/nav/cec/cleanups.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/business_permitting.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/pollution_prevention.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/P2Recycle/recycling.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/reporting.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/rules/rules_rulemaking.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/nav/data
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/data
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/comm_exec/forms_pubs/search_forms.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/search_forms.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/comm_exec/forms_pubs/maps/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/maps.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/comm_exec/cc/pub_notice.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/cc/pub_notice.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/comm_exec/forms_pubs/search_pubs.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/search_pubs.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/admin/data/reqinfo.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/adminservices/data/reqinfo.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/webcasts.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/webcasts.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/about/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/about/directory/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/customersurvey
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/customersurvey
javascript:this.print();

	texas.gov
	PM Levels Looking Fine - Texas Commission on Environmental Quality - www.tceq.texas.gov


	IwLzA0LTAyL3BtbGV2ZWxzLmh0bWwA: 
	searchform: 
	q: 
	input17: 




