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Make Plans for Texas Recycles Day

Texas Recycles Day is Nov.
15, but it is never too early
to begin making plans! As
part of the nationally
recognized America
Recycles Day, this event
encourages individuals to
not only recycle, but to purchase recycled products. America
Recycles Day is managed by Keep America Beautiful, which offers
event organizers a wide variety of promotional items, including
stickers, magnets, banners, and buttons. To order your materials,
available on a first-come, first-served basis, visit
<http://events.kab.org/events/ard2010/register/>.  

     More information on Texas Recycles Day, managed by the State
of Texas Alliance for Recycling, will soon be available at
<www.recyclingstar.org/>.

City of Coppell Service Center Upgrades to Gold-Level

Clean Texas Membership

The City of Coppell Service Center has
upgraded from Bronze to Gold-level
membership in Clean Texas. The Service
Center team has been a member since 2001,
and made the decision to upgrade after
attending a 2008 TCEQ and EPA
Environmental Management System (EMS)
implementation course for public entities.

     The City of Coppell Service Center houses
the Parks and Recreation Department's Administration, Parks
Operations, and Environmental Health. It also includes the
Engineering Department's Facilities Management, Fleet
Services, Streets, and Water Utilities.  

     As part of the upgrade process for Clean Texas Gold-level
membership, the City of Coppell Service Center implemented
and certified its EMS. Its environmental goals include reducing
energy use by 23,000 kilowatt hours. The Service Center team
will achieve this by retrofitting with fluorescent lights, installing
motion-activated lighting in common areas, and using set points
on computerized thermostats to maximize energy efficiency. In
the community, the City of Coppell Service Center will strive to
improve water quality by sponsoring a public education
campaign on reducing nonpoint source pollution, which
generally occurs as a result of water runoff.

     For more information about Clean Texas visit
<www.cleantexas.org>.  

There’s Still Time to
Apply for a Texas

Environmental
Excellence Award!

The application deadline for
the Texas Environmental
Excellence Awards has been
extended to Oct. 15. Don’t
wait to share your story
about how you are making a
difference for the Texas
environment! Apply today at
<www.teea.org>. 

Take Care of
Texas Tips

At Home: Lighten the
Load 
By removing unnecessary items
from your vehicle, you can
reduce the amount of weight it
carries and help improve fuel
economy. Even an extra 100
pounds in your vehicle could
reduce your fuel mileage. In
addition to saving you money
at the fuel pump, this
improvement in fuel economy
can also help reduce emissions
from your vehicle.

Around the Office: 
Recycle Paper Products 
Recycling paper products—

http://events.kab.org/events/ard2010/register/
http://www.recyclingstar.org/
http://www.cleantexas.org/
http://www.teea.org/


Prepare Your Lawn and Garden for Winter

Fall can be a great time to improve
the quality of your lawn and garden,
while protecting it for upcoming cold
weather. To keep your yard healthy
and beautiful throughout the winter
months, try the following tips:

Collect leaves for your compost
pile. Leaves can be a great addition
to a compost pile, so take advantage
of the changing weather and collect
leaves that fall from your trees. Compost not only helps reduce the
amount of yard waste thrown away, it serves as a soil conditioner
that helps improve your garden and reduces water usage. New to
composting? Check out Mulching and Composting: A Take Care of
Texas Guide, GI-036, for tips on starting a compost pile.

Protect your lawn from winter damage. Replenish mulches
around trees and shrubs to help reduce water use and protect the
soil. Use compost or other organic matter in garden beds to
prepare them for spring planting. As needed, cover plants to
protect them from the cold.

Clean up your garden. Remove all annuals that have completed
their life cycle, and clean up perennials as they finish flowering.
Clearing your gardens of debris and other dead material will
decrease the potential for annoying insects and plant disease.

Plant trees or shrubs. The fall months (Sept.–Dec.) can be a
great time to plant new trees and shrubs. The cool weather allows
plant roots to fully develop before the spring and summer months,
and established roots often require less water. Visit your local
nursery or Texas AgriLife Extension agent for tips on the best
plants for your area.

By following these tips, you can help conserve water, improve water
quality, and keep your yard beautiful all winter long.

Changes to AirCheckTexas Drive a Clean Machine

The TCEQ’s AirCheckTexas Drive a Clean Machine program
recently changed model year eligibility requirements for all
replacement vehicles. The program helps qualified individuals
replace or repair cars and trucks that are either at least 10 years old
or that have failed an emissions test.

     As of Sept. 1, eligible replacement vehicles are: 
        • model year 2011–2008 cars, SUVs, and vans; 
        • model year 2011–2009 pickup trucks; and 
        • model year 2011–2010 hybrid vehicles                           

     The following vehicles are no longer eligible as replacement
vehicles: 
        • model year 2007 cars, SUVs, and vans; 
        • model year 2008 trucks; and 
        • model year 2009 hybrid vehicles.

     For more information, including a full list of participation
requirements, visit <www.driveacleanmachine.org>. 

including newspapers,
paperboard boxes (like cereal
and cracker boxes), cardboard
boxes, junk mail, and office
paper—saves money. That's
because recycling paper fiber is
cheaper than growing,
harvesting, and processing
trees. Texans dispose of enough
trash every two weeks to fill the
Astrodome. Recycling 1 ton of
paper is the equivalent of using
between 17 and 31 trees to
produce paper and saves 7,000
gallons of water and 4,000
kilowatts of electricity—enough
power for the average home for
six months.

http://www.driveacleanmachine.org/


Highlighted TCEQ Publications

The TCEQ Border Initiative, GI-392, offers general
information on the TCEQ's comprehensive, cooperative effort to
serve border residents.

Compliance History: How It Works, RG-457, offers an
explanation of compliance history reports, classifications, and
ratings. It is intended for entities classified as poor performers.

Common Questions on Empty Waste Containers, RG-480,
is a guidance document with answers to questions about the proper
disposal of empty containers, which includes information about
RCRA-empty requirements, disposal and recycling options, and
requirements for industrial generators.

Take Care of Texas white window decal, M-016, is a white
window decal (4.75" x 3") with the Take Care of Texas logo.

To order TCEQ publications, visit
<www.tceq.state.tx.us/publications>.

Take the Survey!

Did you know you can give the TCEQ feedback on the job we are
doing? Well, you can, and we want to hear from you.

The TCEQ Customer Satisfaction Survey gives you the opportunity
to let us know about your experience working with the agency. If
you prefer, you can give us your comments anonymously. We are
seeking your feedback on how we can better serve our customers—
from your overall satisfaction with the TCEQ to the courteousness
and responsiveness of our staff to your opinion about our facilities.
And if requested, we will send you a response to your specific
comments or questions.

The TCEQ is committed to providing the highest quality customer
service. We value your opinion on how we are doing and how we
can improve. To make your opinion known, fill a survey out today.
Go online at <www.tceq.state.tx.us/goto/customersurvey> or to
request a paper copy, call 800-687-4040.
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