
SFR-057/10   December 2010

T E X A S 
C O M M I S S I O N  O N 
E N V I R O N M E N TA L 

Q U A L I T Y

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing PollutionProtecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

Biennial  
Report
to the 82nd Legislature
F Y 2 0 0 9 – F Y 2 0 1 0







How to reach the TCEQ

Phone: 512-239-1000

Mail:
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

PO Box 13087
Austin TX  78711-3087

Website: www.tceq.state.tx.us

How to order this report

To obtain copies, call 512-239-0028 and request publication SFR-057/10. Or view the report online at 

www.tceq.state.tx.us/goto/publications.

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is an equal opportunity employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, 

age, sexual orientation, or veteran status. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, you may request this document in alternate formats by contacting the TCEQ at 512-239-0028, 

fax 512-239-4488, 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD), or by writing PO Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087.

printed on recycled paper using vegetable-based ink.

How is our customer service?

Fill out our online customer-satisfaction survey at

www.tceq.state.tx.us/goto/customersurvey.



Biennial Report 
to the 82nd Legislature 
F Y 2 0 0 9 – F Y 2 0 1 0

Te x a s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y



Mission

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

strives to protect our state’s human and natural  

resources consistent with sustainable economic  

development. Our goal is clean air, clean  

water, and the safe management of waste.

Philosophy

To accomplish our mission, we

• Base decisions on the law, common sense,  

good science, and fiscal responsibility.

• Ensure that regulations are necessary,  

effective, and current.

• Apply regulations clearly and consistently.

• Ensure consistent, just, and timely enforcement  

when environmental laws are violated.

• Promote and foster voluntary compliance with  

environmental laws and provide flexibility in  

achieving environmental goals.

• Hire, develop, and retain a high-quality, diverse 

workforce.

Agency Mission  
and Philosophy
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From the Commission
Texas is a great place to live and work, thanks 

to a wealth of natural resources that enhance 

our economy and provide an abundance of 

recreational opportunities. With projections 

showing the state’s population to increase 

significantly in the coming decades, protecting 

these important natural resources, as well as 

protecting human health, can pose increasingly 

complex challenges for state leaders.

As this report demonstrates, addressing these 

challenges is a crucial job of the TCEQ. As one of 

the most comprehensive state environmental agen-

cies in the nation, the TCEQ works with stakehold-

ers, legislative resources, and the citizens of Texas 

to protect the state’s environmental quality and the 

public health by ensuring clean air, clean water, 

and the safe management of waste.

Texas is a leader when it comes to protecting the 

environment, and has proven that growth is not 

incompatible with pollution prevention and reduc-

tion. Our desire for a healthy environment goes 

hand-in-hand with our expectation of a sound, vi-

brant economy—both of which we enjoy in Texas.

The state has been especially successful in 

reducing air pollution. For example, in the last 

eight years, ozone has been reduced by 22 

percent across the state, and NOx, a precursor 

to ozone formation, was reduced by 53 per-

cent from 2000 to 2008. And although Texas 

has some of the most highly industrialized and 

populated areas in the nation, air quality in 

these and other areas of the state continues to 

improve and is comparable to or better than 

that of similar areas in other states.

New, more stringent federal air quality pollu-

tion standards, expected to take effect in fiscal 

2011, also pose challenges by causing concern 

for areas of the state currently in attainment.

As an agency, we will meet the challenges that lie 

ahead. We will achieve our goals by continuing 

to incorporate the latest scientific methods and 

research with cutting-edge technology in order 

to strategically investigate, evaluate, and improve 

the environment. As Commissioners, we will con-

tinue to serve our beautiful state and continue to 

strive to make Texas a better place for all Texans!
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The TCEQ’s Biennial Re-

port to the Legislature is 

published every Decem-

ber prior to a regular 

legislative session, as 

required by the Texas 

Water Code, Section 

5.178. This submission 

to the 82nd Legislature 

contains other informa-

tion and reports that 

are required by statute:

l Agency research 

efforts, page 31. This 

information was last 

published in Decem-

ber 2008 in the 

Biennial Report to  

the 81st Legislature 

(SFR-057/08).

l Waste exchange results 

(RENEW), page 50. 

This information was 

last published in the 

Biennial Report to the 

81st Legislature.

l Alternative-Fuel 

Fueling Facility Study, 

page 54. This infor-

mation is published 

for the first time.

l Assessment of 

complaints received, 

page 62. This report 

was last published in 

the Biennial Report to 

the 81st Legislature.

l Permit time-frame 

reduction process, 

page 70. This report 

was last published in 

the Biennial Report to 

the 81st Legislature.

Reports that were once 

issued as separate 

appendices to the 

Biennial Report are no 

longer required. Those 

covered the topics of 

used oil, pollution 

prevention, needs 

assessment for commer-

cial management 

capacity of hazardous 

waste, and low-emis-

sion vehicles and 

alternative fuel use.

T          exans expect air that is safe to breathe,  

     water that is free from contaminants,  

    and a system of waste management  

that is efficient and well regulated.
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A            s the state’s lead environmental agency,  

              the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

               assumes the primary role in these areas.


