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Robert Potts, President 

The whole idea behind our ranching approach and improving watershed health 
through using livestock is to take the livestock and try and mimic nature. 
Grasslands evolved with large herbivores grazing them, and they would be at a 
place for a little while and then they would move on wouldn’t come back to that 
place for a long time. 

 
Casey Wade, General Manager of Dixon Ranches 

We have the ranch divided into about 30 electric fence paddocks, and so we can 
put the cattle on an area of the ranch for one day, graze it intensively, and then 
that area of the ranch won’t see a hoof again for 365 days. You know, large 
predators kept those bison on the move in times past, and nowadays we keep our 
cattle on the move with our electric fence. 

 
Bonnie Warnock, Professor, Sul Ross State University 

Good grazing management increases grass health. If you have an increase in grass 
health, you’re increasing the amount of roots that are below the surface, which 
increases the amount of water that can get into the soil, and that the soil can hold. 

 
Casey Wade 

We’re using the cows as a tool to improve the land. Their hooves are breaking up 
the crust on the soil, their dung and their urine is fertilizing the soil. And then 
we’re moving off of it to give it a chance to rest, recover, and regrow. 

 
Robert Potts 

We have less runoff of water, more of the water percolates into the soil. And so, 
the water that does run off is cleaner, you’re not getting the sedimentation that 
you would get downstream. 
 

Bonnie Warnock 
And all of that basically helps with increasing infiltration and potentially 
groundwater reserves. 

 
Robert Potts 

The idea behind the Foundation’s ranches are that they are really demonstration 
and learning sites. 

 
Melissa Bookhout, Secretary and Treasurer 

We reach out to children and college students, and landowners. Just to provide 
education on sustainable agriculture. We had some kids come from the inner city 
and they’ve never even see that much open land in their life. I think it’s important 
for the kids to know about the land underneath them, so a lot of our programs will 



do that, and teach them about, everything in Texas, you know, everything that’s 
out there. 

 
 
 

 


