
 

 

   

 

 

TCEQ Commissioner Zak Covar on KOKE-FM, Austin. RE Take Care of Texas 
Program_Texas Recycles Day 

B: Bob 

ZC: Zak Covar 

J: Jimmy 

KF: Kevin Fowler 

F: 	Unidentified Female 

B: 	 And on the line with us, Jimmy, this is…I’m meeting him, I think, for the first 
time as well, Commissioner Zak Covar of the State of Texas TCEQ.  And 
Commissioner Covar, Jimmy said, well, what do they do?  And I said, well…tell 
me how close I am…I said, you’ve got to have somebody monitor who puts out 
smoke in the air and who messes with the drinking water and all that, and where 
that stuff goes, and where the trash goes, and that’s part of what you do, if not 
most of it? 

ZC: 	 That’s exactly right, Bob, and thanks for having me.  It’s a pleasure to be here on 
KOKE-FM, certainly. 

B: 	Well, thank you. 

ZC: 	 We’re essentially the State EPA, so we’re the State regulatory environmental 
authority… 

B: 	 Okay, your time has expired, thank you very much.  You’re the EPA?  Wait a 
minute! 

ZC: 	 No, sir, no sir. It’s the equivalent at the State level, and be clear there. 

B: 	 No, I’m with you.  So, if you can smell the business, you’re probably involved 
with them. 

ZC: 	 Yes, sir, that’s right.  And we probably either permitted or enforced on them or 
monitoring, for sure. 

B: 	 The reason we’ve reached out to Commissioner Covar, and the reason it’s on 
Friday is, perhaps you’ve seen Kevin Fowler, our own Kevin Fowler, doing TV 
commercials, which we’ll play here in a second, about personal responsibility and 
taking care of Texas. It’s a campaign that I guess is about littering or recycling, is 
that right? 

ZC: 	 Well, Bob, that’s a piece of it. It’s the Taking Care of Texas program, it is a 
personal responsibility program, and really what it’s meant to do is to drive 
people to the website to find out that we’ve got a good environmental record here 
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in Texas, and to continue that, we all need to do our part with conserving water 
and energy and recycling when you can. So I tell everybody that everything that 
people do at home and work every day is as important for our environment and 
natural resources as any permit or enforcement action we take at the agency.  So, 
Kevin is a good friend of mine and he’s been gracious enough to help us get a 
kick start, and it’s been a huge success. 

B: 	 Now, tomorrow is Texas Recycles Day, and you’re partnering with our friends at 
HEB for a big recycling event tomorrow morning at nine, at that really fancy 
state-of-the-art store over in the Miller Redevelopment area, off of 35 and about 
51st Street. What will y’all do?  Stand around and recycle?  Or, how does that 
work? 

ZC: 	 No, sir. And we’re certainly proud to partner with HEB through the Take Care of 
Texas program.  We’ve initiated a proud partner program, and they’re the first 
proud Texas family-owned business to partner with us, and we use the Texas 
Recycle Day, it is an annual event, to sort of promote our partnership program. 
And we’re going to have Goodwill out there, so you can bring a lot of good that 
you don’t need around the house anymore, instead of throwing them away and 
putting them in a landfill, put them to good use and somebody purchase them out 
at their facility. So, we’ll be there from 9-1 on Saturday.  If it’s too cold, we’ll be 
inside, or if it’s wet we’ll be inside, but we’ve got events for kids and certainly 
talk about the Take Care of Texas program, and show that partnership we have 
with HEB. 

B: 	 And a good thing, I guess, to take the family to and expose them to the notion of 
recycling and the good that it does. What’s Texas’ record like on recycling? 

ZC: 	 Well, we’ve got a tremendous record.  A lot of people don’t realize, but in 2013, 
our TV and computer manufacturers alone collected more than 40 million pounds 
of electronics from Texans, so that coupled with the landfills of the Texas 
Municipal Solid Waste Facilities reported over 1.2 million tons of materials 
diverted from their landfills to recycling.  So, there’s certainly monetary value and 
some environmental value.  I’ve been around, working at or with TCEQ over the 
last 12 years, and I’ve yet to see one area supportive of expanding or building a 
new landfill, so anything we can do there just makes it easier for the community. 

B: 	 You know what?  I’d be remiss to not mention this.  And I know that, I don’t want 
you to put a position to do so, recognizing that you can’t endorse a commercial 
business, I’m sure, with your position there with the State, but is there anybody in 
the country that runs a recycling effort that isn’t really a landfill, like Texas 
Disposal Systems, TDS, does?  Anybody in the country? 

ZC: 	 Well, you know, they are a stand out, for sure. I’ve known Bob Gregor for a long 
time, and I’ve been out to his facility, and it’s impressive when you can almost 
make your landfill look like a destination location, with what they’ve done out 
there, it’s very impressive. 
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B: Oh, it’s a wildlife park.  It’s crazy. 

ZC: Exactly, that’s right. 

B: 	 But everything that comes in there, somebody is going through it and trying to 
resell it or recycle it.  It is just amazing. 

ZC: 	 I’ve seen them do it. They sift through every bit of it.  It’s an impressive 
operation. 

B: 	 And it truly is. And we tell folks a lot of time, you know, a lot of folks say 
they’re environmentalists.  If you just use TDS to pick up your trash, you’ll be 
doing more for the environment than the average environmentalist in Austin, 
Texas. 

ZC: 	 Yeah, they do a good job. 

B: 	 Texas Recycles Day, last question, I promise, Commissioner.  Have you ever 
been in the radio or television business?  You’ve got a voice like that. 

ZC: 	 No, sir, I haven’t, but… 

B: 	 Were you in the military? 

ZC: 	 I was not. I was born and raised here in Austin, Texas, and left for a few years to 
get my degree at A&M and came back.  So I’ve been, again, long-time listener, 
first time caller.  I’ve been wanting to tell you that since… 

J: 	 So, he’s an Aggie. That’s what it is.  That’s why he has that… 

B: 	 I tell you what, they’re… 

J: 	 Aggies have that impressive type of… 

B: 	 Sense of discipline and… 

J: 	Discipline… 

B: 	 …and know how to speak. You never met an Aggie that didn’t know how to 
speak, that is true. 

J:	 That’s true. 

B: 	 We don’t usually admit that, now, do we?  Well, thank you for… 

J: 	 We don’t know if they know all the words, but they do know how to speak. 

B: 	 Please stay in touch with us, because the agency…I’m sorry, it’s Friday and 
nobody wants to get serious, here, but back when it used to be called Train 
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Wreck, or the TNRCC, I think you guys were…you were taking a lot of hits.  And 
that’s over a decade ago.  But the agency seems to be more working hand-in-hand 
with folks, and is not the ominous EPA, like we see happen at the federal level.  
So it looks like you guys, frankly, high marks, congratulations. 

ZC: 	 Well, I appreciate that.  And we certainly take that seriously. There are a lot of 
things we do, do positive and we do work with communities and part of the 
reason for the Take Care of Texas Program is to get the word out that we are here, 
we are your agency. So we like to work with you and make sure we’re doing the 
right, scientific, common-sense regulatory things in Texas.  So I appreciate that. 

B: 	 We’ll play that Kevin Fowler jingle for everybody here in a few minutes.  Yeah. 

[Music] 

B: 	 We’re talking about how Kevin Fowler has been doing this TV and radio 
campaign called Take Care of Texas.  And as you know, we just got to meet 
Commissioner Zak Cover by phone.  I said we’d play the jingle.  I bet when you 
hear it, you’ll recognize it.  Kevin Fowler. 

KF: 	 [Singing] You gotta take care of Texas, it’s the only one we got!  If you’re way 
up in Lubbock or down in Luckenbach…gotta conserve water, keep the air clean.  
Take care of Texas, don’t you know what I mean, y’all.  Kevin Fowler here. 
Texans take great pride in keeping our air clean.  Visit TakeCareofTexas.org, and 
take the pledge to help keep it that way.  We’ll send you a free Texas State Park 
Guide. [Singing] You gotta take care of Texas, it’s the only one we’ve got.   

F: 	 Sponsored by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

J: 	 Wow. That’s really good. 

B: 	 You’re good friends at TCEQ.  Oh, Kevin Fowler’s great, too, yeah. 

J: 	 That’s a great commercial. 

B: 	 It’s well-written, though, you’re write. 

J: 	 Well-done, well-produced, and good for him. That’s a great, that works, that’s a 
win/win for everybody. Win for him and a win for the State of Texas on that one. 

[07:44 end of recording] 
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