


Our installer and remediation community have made comments to our draft letter. They believe 
that the sites in the Stage II areas are much better maintained due to the annual testing 
requirements and that the testing activity identifies issues more timely that reduces the 
potential for fugitive vapor releases as well as contamination.  
 
There needs to be a set of standards for decommissioning the sites just as there were a set of 
standards for the installation. There are many questions that need to be addressed such as can 
the Stage II vapor recovery hoses and nozzles be used on a decommissioned site until they wear 
out and if so, what is the proper method for decommissioning these sites until the next hanging 
hardware upgrade is made. Most Stage II hanging hardware sets cost about $1000. A non-Stage 
II hardware set is less than half that. The estimated life of a hanging hardware set on a vapor 
assist system is 4 to 5 years if properly cared for so replacing them at 2 or 3 years is an 
immediate loss for the Stage II users. A small location (2 dispensers) has a minimum of $4000 
invested in hanging hardware.  Balance system users will probably be enthusiastic because the 
normal life of a balance hose is probably a year. But again, the standards need to be established. 
At first we thought that the existing rules for non-attainment locations could be used but the 
transition from Stage II to Stage I creates a much larger issue.  
 
One approach to be sure that the decommissioning is done properly according to the guidelines 
is to recommend that a Stage I Pressure Decay test be performed as part of the 
decommissioning process. If that is done, there would be a higher level of assurance that all the 
Stage II return lines and dispenser piping are properly sealed that the Healy G70-186 vacuum 
pumps are removed and that vapors will not enter the dispensers and pose a potential danger. 
Our review of the PEI Recommended (Decommissioning) Practices 300-09 includes this 
recommendation and several other recommendations that we suggest be reviewed by the 
Decommissioning Task Force. From reviewing other state decommissioning rules, they seem to 
be following these guidelines.  
 
There is also the issue of Vent Cap requirements and testing under the EPA NESHAP guidelines. 
In our review of these guidelines, we have not located any guidelines for sites that are located in 
non-attainment areas since they have been covered by Texas TCEQ Stage II rules in the past.  
There are Stage I rules in counties in northeast Texas that pertain to areas that have not been 
declared non-attainment and they are quite different from those in south Texas in non-
attainment areas.  For example, a site can currently receive a variance from Stage II in the Stage 
II areas if the site pumps less than 10,000 gallons per month.  A logical conclusion could be that 
these sites would also not require Stage I testing if the Stage II rules are eliminated. Since 2005, 
San Antonio has had a Stage I requirement that required Stage I if the location dispensed 25,000 
gallons or more per month. Standards need to be set that bring these requirements into some 
level of consistency.  
 
If the Stage I rules and criteria are not established at the same time as the decommissioning 
rules for Stage II there will be a significant amount of confusion as to what the tank owners 



requirements will be after decommissioning takes place not only for the user community but 
also among the installer and testing community.  
 
In summary, we would encourage the TCEQ to consider the following: 
 
• Implement the Stage I rules for non-attainment areas along with the Stage II 

decommissioning rules. This approach will provide consistency for the owners, regulators, 
testing companies and installers. This will preclude hundreds of questions and reduce TCEQ 
resource requirements.  

• Develop the necessary technical rules to either allow or not allow the use of existing Stage II 
hanging hardware and include the testing requirements for both Stage II decommissioning 
and Stage I.  We have attached a copy of the PEI Recommended Practices 300-09 for your 
review.  

• Determine the throughput gallons that will require Stage I testing in non-attainment areas.  
• Determine the rules if any that would allow for an exemption from Stage I rules and 

determine whether these users need to file a report similar to the Stage II exemption 
reports that are currently required.  

• Provide these rules at least 6 months in advance to make sure that the manufacturers that 
supply components to the vendor community and the vendors that need to supply the 
components to the installer community have an adequate amount of time to obtain the 
needed components so that the process will be without component shortages.  

 
The most important service that the regulating community can supply to the user, testing and 
installer community is clear standards and regulations on what will meet the requirements. 
Providing those guidelines will minimize the resources required by the regulatory community 
and the users, installers and the testing companies.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
William H. Guarniere 
President 
 
CC:  Susana M. Hildebrand, P.E.  -  shildebr@tceq.state.tx.us 

Ramiro.Garcia, Jr. -   Ramiro.Garcia@tceq.state.tx.us 
Lisa Shuvalov - LShuvalo@tceq.state.tx.us 
Todd Thompson - Todd.Thompson@tceq.texas.gov 
Doug Reske - DRESKE@tceq.state.tx.us 

 
Attachments: 
 PEI Recommended Practices 300-09 
 CARB  TP-201.3C 
 Texas Stage I and Stage II Counties with and without TCEQ Programs 
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