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TCEQ HRVOC Stakeholder Group
HRVOC Rule Adoption Update - Q&A

March 8, 2005
10:30 A.M.

University of Houston, Clear Lake

Moderator: Ashley Forbes
Presentations by: Cory Chism and Teresa Hurley

The following are summarized highlights of the stakeholder meeting discussion:

Chapter 101 Issues

! If an LOA has been submitted to opt-in to the HECT program, is that site automatically
in the program?
" After April 30, 2005 the site is officially in the program. 
" Withdrawing opt-in prior to April 30, 2005 can be worked out.

! What is included in the potential to emit calculation (PTE)
" maintenance, shut-down, start-up are included.  Not emissions events.

! Can those sites that opt-in trade allocations?
" Yes.  Allowances allocated to opt-in sites are not treated any differently than

allowances allocated to those sites subject to the program based on a PTE greater
than 10 tons.

! Can a site opt-in to the 10% set-aside?
" Up to 10% of the cap is set aside for sites that do not produce or use HRVOCs,

such as storage and loading sites.  A site that solely stores or loads HRVOC but
would not be subject to the program based on a PTE of 10 tons or less may elect
to opt-in to the HECT and receive an allocation from the 10% set-aside. 

! What if you aren’t sure about opting in?
" The decision to opt-in has to be made and the commission notified of the site’s

election to opt-in no later than April 30, 2005.  A site electing to opt-in should
provide notification of their decision by submitting Form ECT-3H by April 30,
2005.

! Information about HECT
" Emissions Banking and Trading web page will have allocations sometime around

September 2005.  
www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/permitting/airperm/banking/index.htm

" Applications will need to be submitted and be complete in order to meet that
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deadline.

! With regard to allocations, what happens to the allocations for a site when it is sold?
" The owner of the site as of April 30, 2005  will be considered the owner of the

initial allocation for that site.  Once the initial allocations are distributed,
ownership of allowances can only be transferred by submitting an application for
allowance transfer.

" During a property transaction, sale of a site or unit, it is recommended that the
buyer inquire inclusion of the allowances for the site or unit as a part of their due
diligence.

! For units that were active in 2000, but are shut down now, will they be eligible for
allowances?
" Yes, if a process unit was in operation during any part of the baseline period its

level of activity may be included in the total level of activity for the site.

! How will the agency ensure there is no double counting?
" Will follow industry specific guidance outlined in the HRVOC Level of Activity

Guidance document.  Flow diagrams will be important in this process for the
determination of defined process units at a site.  We will also rely on permit
engineers to assist in providing knowledge of specific process identified in the
level of activity certification.

Chapter 115 Issues

! Loading and unloading - can a calorimeter be used for a flare.  What if it is for storage or
SSM?
" If loading and unloading is dedicated, then the multi-purpose flare provision in

§115.725(k) may be used.

! What are the requirements for the vent gas stream going to an exempt flare?
" Definitely subject to testing requirements but may not be subject to the parameter

monitoring requirements.  Staff needs to evaluate rule further.

! What is the agency’s expectation if the 1200 lb limit is exceeded
" Report the 1200 lb exceedance through existing means (Title V, Emissions

Events).
" Comply with all applicable requirements.

! If there is an outage of 15 minutes, how does it affect the hourly report?
" It should be reported as downtime.
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! How many 15 minute blocks will make the hour valid?
" For NOx in NSPS Subpart Db, EPA requires at least two, 15 minute blocks.
" Further guidance on this issue will be developed by the agency.

! Division 1 does not specify how to address missing data for flares during flow monitor
outage like Division 2 does for cooling towers. Can this be proposed in the QAP?
" Suggest that the temporary flare provision for data substitution be used as

guidance.  There is no general provision on how to address missing data.

! Is meter prover truck blowdown to a flare maintenance?
" This is not specifically addressed by the rule.  Staff need to review rule and

evaluate question further.
! Fuel gas with > 5 wt% is routed to the pilot of a small flare.  What are the testing and

monitoring requirements for this type of arrangement?
" This is not specifically addressed by the rule.  Staff need to review rule and

evaluate question further.
! If organic biocides are used for cooling tower water treatment, these may raise the

baseline VOC.  If this causes the baseline VOC to exceed 50 ppbw for cooling towers, is
speciation necessary?
" Yes


