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(6) Liql!id leaks. All leaks from which any liquid 
containing vol~tile organic .compound can be observed run~ 
ning or dripping shall he repaired the first time the equjp­
m~nt is off-line long ~nough-to corri,plete_the repair; 

§115,232. Exemptions. 
· (a) Any facility in Bexar, Brazoria, Dallas, El Paso, 
Galvestpn, Gregg, Jefferson, Nueces, Orange, Tarrant, or 
Victoria· County which, whell uncontrolled, will emit a com­
bined weight of volatile organic corripounds less than 550 
pounds (2.50·kg) in any consecutive 24-bour period is exempt 
from the provisioi)s of §115.231 of this title (relating to con­

. trol requirements). 
(b) Any facility located in Harris County which, when 

unc.ontrolled, will emit a combined weight of volatile o:rganic 
cOmpounds less tp.an· 15 p'ounds (6.8 kg) in any consec_utive 
24-hour period is exempted from the provisions of §115.231 of 
this title (relating to control requirements). 

§115.233. Complian~e &hedule and Counties. The provisions 
of §115.231 of this title (relating to control requirements! 
shall apply with-in Bexa~, Brazoria, Dallas, El Paso·, 
GalVeston, Gregg, Harris, Jefferson, Nueces, Orange, Tar~ 
rant, and Victoria -Counties. All affected persons-shall sub~ 
mit. a final control pl~n to the 'Texas Air Control Board nO 
later than December 31, 1980, and shall be in compliance 
with these sections as soon ·as practic:lble, but no later than' 
December 31, 1982. · · 
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Fugitive Emission Control in Petroleum Refineries 
in Bexar, Brazoria, Dallas, El Paso, Galveston, 
Gregg, Harris, Jefferson, Nueces, Orange, 
Tarrant, and Victoria Counties 

These sections have been revised from those prQPosed as the 
result of comments received on the proposed sections and 
further consideration by the TACB. Minor wording changes 
have been made in §§115.251·115.253. The proposed 
§115.254 (relating to· reporting requirements) has been 
deleted andreplaced with a new §115.254 (relating to exemp­
tioi)S). The title of §115.255 has been slightly changed, and 
the- date when testing must begin ·-has, been changed from 
July1983 to December 31, W82. 

These sections arC adopted under the authority of Article 
44 77 ·5, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civill;itatutes. 

§115.251. Control Requi~ements. No person shall operate a 
petroleum refinery wjthout complying with the following re-
qUirements: · 

(1) No component shall be allowed ·to leak volatile 
.organic compounds (VOQ> with a v_oc concentration exCeed~ 
ii)g 10,000 parts per million (ppm!. . · 

(2) Every reasonable effort shall be m.ade to repair a 
leaking component, as specified .in paragraph (1) of this sec­
tion, within 15 days after the leak is f9und. If the repair of a 
component WO\lld reqUire a Qnit shutdown· which would 
create-more. emissio:ps than the repair-woQld eliminate, the 
r~pair may !)e delayed until the next scheduled shutdown.· 

(3) All leaking CO!llponents, as defined in paragraph 
(lJ_ of this section, which c&nnot"be repaired until the unit is 
shutdown for turnaround shall be identified for such rep&ir 
bY tagging. Th~ ·execllth:e directQr at.his discretion ·may-re~ 
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quire early unit turnaround or other appropriate aCtiOn based 
on the llu,mber and seVerity of tagged leakS awaiting turn~ 
around. 

(4) Except fot safety pressure relief valves, no valves 
shall be installed or operated-at the end of-a pipe or line'con· 
tafning volatile organic compounds unless the pipe or line is 
sealed With a second valVe, a blind flange, a plug, or a cap. 
The· sealing device niay be removed- only while a sample is 
being taken, or during maintenance operations. 

(5) Pipeline valves and pres.sure ·relief valves in 
gaseous volatile organic compOund service shall be marked in 
some .manner that will be readily obvious to monitorfng per· 
sonnel. · 

§115.2{;2. Inspection Requirements. 
(al The owrier or operator of a ·peti-oleum refinery shall 

conduct a monitoring prograin consistent with the following 
provisions: 

(1) Measure yearly (with a hydrocarbon gas 
analyzer) the emissions from all: 

(A! pull)p seals; 
(B) pipeline valves in liqq.id service; and 
(C) process drains. 

(2J Mea,sure -quarterly (with a .hydrocarbon gas 
analyzer) the emissions from an:' 

(A) compressor seals; . 
(B) pipeline valves-in gaseous service; and 
(CJ presSure relief valves in gaseous seryice. 

(3! Visually inspect, weekly, all pumps seals. 
(4) Measure (with a hydrocarbon gas analyzer) the 

emissions from any pump seal from which liquids are ob~ 
served dripping. In lieu of such a ·measurement, VOC con-~ 
centrations may be assumed-to 10,000 ppm. · 

(5) Measure (with a hydrocarbon gas analyzer) emis~ 
sions from any relief valve which has vented to the at­
mosphere· Within 24 hours. 

(6) Me_asure (with a hydrocarbon gas analyzer) im­
mediately after repair, the emissions from any component 
that was found leaking. 

(bJ Pressure relief devices conn~cted to an operating 
flare header, inaccessible valves, storage tank valves, and 
valves that are not externally regulated (such as in~line 
check valves) are exempt from the monitoring requirement 
of subsection (aJ of this section. 

(c) The owner or operator of a petroleum refinery, upon 
the detection of a component leaking more than 10,000 ppm 
of VOC shall affix to the leaking component a weatherproof 
and_readily visible tag, bearing an identification _number and 
the date the leak was located. This tag shall remain iii place 
until the leaking component is rep~ired. · 

(d) The monitorii)g schedule of Sl!bsection (a) (1 H3) of 
this section may_ be modifjed as follows. 

(1) After at least two complete annual checks, the 
operator of a refinery may _request in writing to the Texas Air 
Control Board that t.he monitoring schedule be revised,. This 
request shall include data that have been developed tojl!stify 
any modification in the monitoring schedule. , 

(2) If the executive director of the Texas Air Control 
Board dete~mines that, there is an .e~cessive number of leaks 
in an'y givell p;rocess area, he maY require an inc:;rease in the 
frequerlcy -of ni_onitoring for t})at process an'!a of the refinery. 

(eJ 1'he exHcutiv"e direi:tor of the Texas Air Control 
Board may approV·e an _alternate_ tilonito:dng metlwd if the 
refinery operator can demonstrate that the altE:irn~te 
qi0nitoring m~thod is e·quivalent to the ·method required· by 



this section. Any request for an alternate monitoring method 
m:ust be made in writing to the executive director. 

§ 115.253. Recording Requirements. 
(a) The owner oi' _operator of a petroleum refinery shall 

maintajri a leaking-components monitoring log for all- leaks 
of 10,000 ppm detected by the monitoring program required 
by §115.252(c) of this title (relating to monitoring require­
mentaL This log shall- contain, at a minimum, the following 
data: 

(1) the nalne of the prOCf;lSS unit where the compo-
nent is located; 

(2) the type of component (~.g., valve Or seal); 
(3) the tag number of the component; 
(4) the date on which a leaking ·component is dis­

covered; 
(5) the date on whicP a leaking component is 

repaired~ 
(6J the .date and instrument reading_ of the recheck 

procedure after a leaking component is repaired; 
(7) a· record· of the calibration of the monitoring in­

strument; 
~ (8) those leaks thai cannot be repaired until turn· 

around; arid 
(9) ·the total number of components checked and the 

total number of comporients found leaking. 
(b) Copies of the monitoring log shall be retained by the 

owner 9r operator for a minimum of two years after the date 
on which the record ·was made or the report prepared. 

{c) Monitoring records ·shall be maintained for two 
yeats and be made available for reView by authorized repre­
sentatives- of the· Texas Air Control Board or local air pollu­
tion control agencies. 

§115.254. Exemptions. Valves with & nominal size of two 
inqht;~s (five ci_n)_ or less are exe"mpt from the requirements of 
§§115.251-115.253 of this title (relating to control require­
ments, inspection req':lirements, and recording require­
ments) provided allowable emissions at any refinery from 
sources affected by these sections after controls are applied 
with exemptions will not exceed by more than 5.0% such 
allowable emissions with no exemptions. Any person claim­
ing an exemPtion for Valves two inches {five -em) nominal size 
or smaller under tQ.is section shall at the .time he provides h_is 
control plan also provide the following infortrtation: 

(1) identification of valves or· classes of valves to be 
exempted; 

(2) an· estimate of uncontrolled emissions from ex­
empted valves and an estimate of emissions if controls were 
a}lpliec;l plus an explanation of how the estimates were 
deriVed; 

(3) an estimate of the total VOC emissions within the 
refinery from sources affected by §§115.251·115.253 .after 
controls are applied and assuming no exemptions for small 
valves, plus an explanation of how the estimate was derivt;ld. 

§115.255. Counties and Compliance Schedule. 
(a) The provisions of §§115.251-115.253 of this title 

{relating, to control requirell)ents! inspection requirements, 
and recordiQg requirements) shall apply to Bexar, ~razoria, 
DallaS; El Paso, Galveston, Gregg, Harris, Jefferson, Nueces; 
Orange, Tarrant, and Vict9ria Counties. 

(b) The oWner or operator of an affected petroleum: 
refinery shall: 
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(1) Submit to the executive director a _monitoring 
program plan as soon as practil::able, but no later than March 
31, 1981. This plan shall contain, at a minimum, a Jist of the 
refinery units and the quarter in which they will be 
monitored, a copy of the log book format, and the make-and 
mode-l of the monitoring. equipment to ·be used. 

(2) Complete the first weekly, quarterly, and annuaC 
monitoring as soon as· practicable, bu_t llo later than Decem­
her 31, 1982. 
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Control of Volatile Organic Compound Leaks from 
Gasoline Tank Trucks in Harris County 

These sections, proposed u~der the subch,apter title "Control 
of Volatile Organic Compou.rid Leaks from Gasoline Ta11-k 
Trucks and Vapor' Collection Systems in Bexar1 :BraZoria, 
Dallas, El Paso, Galveston, Gregg, Harris, Jefferson, Nueces, 
Orange, Tarrant, and Victoria Counties," haVe been exteri· 
sively changed in this final version as_ tlw reSult of comments 
received ori. the proposed sections· and further TACB con· 
sideration. The majOr changes involve the removal of sec· 
tions concerning vapor collection systems which ._have .been­
incorporated jn other .suhc;hapterst the deletion· gf reporting­
requirements, limiting the applicability tO Banis County 
only, and a change in the final complhmce date. Specifically, _ 
§115.261 has been changed to delete the vapor recovery 
system· requirements and ab~o the testing requirements 
which were moved to §115.262. The proposed §115.262 on 
recording requirements has been revised for clarity an~ 
moved to §115.263 to make room for the new §115.262 (relat­
ing to testing requirements). The proposed §115.263 (relat­
ing to reporting i'equirements) "has ·been deleted. Section 
115.264 has been retitled and revised·to delete all counties 
other than Harris and to change- the final compliance and 
control plan sUbmittal dates. 

These sections are adopted under the au_thority of Article 
44 77-5, Vernon's Annotated ')'exas Civil Statutes. 

§115.261. F;mission Control Requirements. N() person hi Har­
ris County sh~ll allow a gasoline tank-truck tank subject to 
this regulation to be filled or emptied unless the tank being 
filled or emptied has passed a leak-tight test within the past 
year as evidenced by a prominently displayed certification 
affi;x:ed near the Department of TranSportation certification 
plate which: 

(1) shows the date the gasoline tank-truck tank last. 
passed the leak-tight test required by §115.262 of this title 
(relating to testing -requirements);_and 

{2) shows the· identification humber of the gasoline 
tank-truck tank. 

§115.262. Testing- Requirements. 
(a·f The owner· or operator of .any gasoline tank truGk 

which loads or unloads at a·ny gaSoline terminal, gasoline 
bulk plant, or motor vehicle fuel dispenslng.facility in Harris 
Co.unty shall cause each such tank-truck tank to be tested 
allnually to insure that the tank is vapor-tight. · 

(b) Pressure in the- tank must change no more than 
three inches of water (0.75 kPa) in-five _min.utes. when pres· 
suriZ.ed to a ga\lge presSure of 18 inches of water (4.5 kPa __ ) or 
ev::icuated to a vacuum of six inches of water (1.5 ·kPa). 
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