
stte~ associated with the fonnation, han
dllng, and storage. of solidified product. 

) (2) The following vent g~s 
streams are .exempt from the requirements 
of §!15.121(a)(l) of this title (relating to· 
Emission Specifications): 

(A) a vent gas stream having 
.a combined weight of the volatile organic 
CQmpoundS or classes Qf C9ffipo_unds speci
fied in §115.121(aXl)(B) and (C) of this 
title (relating to EmiSsion Specifications) 
equal to or less than I 00 pourids (45.4 kg) 
·in any continuous 24_-hour periodi and 

(B) a vent gas .stream wilh a 
concentration of. the volatile organic coin,
pounds or classes of compounds specified 
in §115.12l(a)(l)(B) and (C) of this title 
(relating to . Emission Specifications) .less 
!han 0.44 psia true partial pressure (30,000 

.ppm). 

(3) The following vent gas 
streams in DallaS. Harris, and Tarrant coun
ties are exemgt from the requirements of 
§ll5.12l(a)(2) of Ibis title (relating to 
Emission Specifications): 

(A) a vent gas stream having 
a c:ombined weight of volatile organic com
pounds equal to or les~ than 100 pounds 
(45.4 kg) in any continuous 24-hour period; 

(B) a vent gas stream speci' 
fied in §115.12l(a)(2) of this tiUe (relating 
to Emission Specification~) and located in 
Harris County with a coricenttation of vola
tile organic compounds less !han 0.44 psia 
true partial pressure (30,000 ppm); .and 

(C) a vent gas stream speci
fied in. §115.121(aX2) of this title (relating 
to. Emission Specifications) and locate~ 'iri · 
Dallas or Tarrant co\Ulties with a concentr_a
tion of 'vohnile organic' compounds l~ss than 
0.009 psia'true portia! pressure (612 ppm): 

(4) The following vent gas 
streams in Harris County are exempt from. 
!he requireroents of §115.121(a)(3) of this . 
title (relating to Emission Specifications): 

(A) a vent gas stream from 
any air oxidation synthetic organic chemical 
inanufac~ring process with a co~t.ration 
of volatile _organic c,ompoui;lds less than 
0.009 psia true portia! pressure (612 ppm); 
and 

(B) a vent gas stream from 
any liquid ph!"'e polypropylene manufactur
ing process, any liq1rid pbese slurry high 
density polyelhylene manufacturiog pro
cess, and any continuous. polyStyrene manu
facturing process with a conc€'-Jlttation of 
volatile organic compounds less than 0.006 
psia true partial pressure (408 ppm). 

(b) F<>r persons in lhe counties ref
er.enced in §115.129(b) of Ibis title (relating 
to Counties and Compliance Schedules) !he 
following exemptions apply. · 

(!) A vent gas stream from a 
low-density polyelhylene plant is exempt 
from lhe requirements of §115.121{b)(l) of 
Ibis title (relating to Emission Specifica- · 
lions) if no more !han 1.1 pounds of elhyl
ene per 1;000 pounds '(1.1' kg/1000 !<g) of 
product are emitted from all the vent gas 
streams ·as89ciated With the formation. han
dl_ing, and storage . of solidified product 

(2) The following vent gas 
streams are eXempt from: the requirements 
of §115.121(b)(l) Of Ibis title (relating. to 
Emission Specifications): · 

(A) ave11t gas stream having 
a combined weight of ihe volatil~ otganic 
CompoundS or classes of compounds speci
fied in §115.12l(b)(l)(B) and (C) of this 
title (relating to Emts.sion Specifications) 
equal to or less !han too pounds (45.4 kg) 
in aoy COI)tinuous 24-hour period; 

(B) a vent gas stream having 
a C9ncenlfatio.q of the volatile organic CQm~ 
pounds specified in §115.12l(b)(l)(B) and · 
(C) of Ibis title (relating to Emission Speci
fications) less, !han 0.44 psia true portia! 
pressure (3.0 kPa); and. 

(C) a veot gas stream from 
any process referenced in §115,121(b)(2) of 
Ibis title (relating to Emission Specif(ca' 
tionS) emitting less than- ·-or equal to five 
tons (4,536l<g) of total uncontrolled volatile 
organi9 compounds . in any Qne cl.llendar 
year. 

Qi 15./29. CoWtlie$ an4 Compliance Sc/Wd
Ules. 

(a) · ·AJI ·affected persons wilhin 
Brazotia, Dallas; El Paso, Galveston, Har
ris, Jefferoon, ~ueceS-. Orange, T81Tarit,_ and 
Victoria .Counties shail -be in complianc_e 
wilh this undesignated head (concerning 
Vent Oas Control) in accOrdance with the 
following schedules. 

(I) all compliance schedules 
which have expired prior to the effective 
date of the adoption of this- section, in ac~ 
cordance wilh §115,930 of this title (relat
ing to Compliance Dates); ·and 

· (2) lhe following additional 
compliance sc.heduleS. 

(A) All person, in Harris 
County affected by lhe provisions of §115. 
12l(a)(3) of this title (relating to Emission 
Specifications) shall be in CO!llpliani:e wjlh 
this section as soon as practicable ·but no 
law than January 27, 1990; 

(B) All persons affected by 
!he provisions of §115.126(a) of Ibis tiUe 
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(rell!ling to Recordlieeping) sball be in com
pliance: 

(i) in Dallas and Tarrant 
~ounties R$ soon- as practicable. but no later 
!han August 31, 1990; and 

(ii) in Brazoria, El Paso, 
Galveston, Harris, Jeffeison, and Orange 
CQunties as soon as practicable but no later 
than December 31, 1990. 

(b) All affecll>d persons witltin 
Aransas, Bexar, Calhoun, Hardin, Matagor
da, Montgoinery, San Pl¢rlcio, and Travis 
Counties shall be in cpmpliance with this 
undesignated bead (concerning . Vent Gas 
Control) in accordance wilh all compliance 
schedules which have expired prior to lhe 
effective date. of the adoption of this sec
tion, in accordance wilh §115.930 of Ibis 
title (relating to Compliance Dates). 

This agency hereby oertifies -lhllt lhe proposal 
has been .reviewed by legal counsel and 
found to be Wilhin lhe agency's authority to 
adopt 

Issued in Austin, Texas on July 19, 1.989. 
TRD-Q906421 , Allen Eli .Bell ~ 

Executive Director 
Texas Air Control Board 

Proposed date of adoption: Deoember 1~. 
1989 

For further Information, please call: (~12) 
4~1-5711, ext. 354 

• • • • 
Subchapter B. General Volatile 

Organic' Compound Sources . 
Water Separation 
• 31 TAC §§ll5.131·115;133, 

115.135-115.137' ·115.139 
The. Texas Air Control Board (TACB) pro
poses new §§11~.131-11~.133, §§115.135-
11~.137, .and §115.139, concerning water 
aeparation, which combine- the proV'isioOs of 
existing .§§115.31-115.32, concerning water 
s.eparatlon- In Aransas, Bexar, Calhoun, 
Hardin, Matagoro;la, Montgomery, Sen 
Patricio, and Travis Counties, and 
§§115.141-115.144, concerning water sepa
ration in Brazoria, Dallas, El. PasQ, Galveston, 
Gregg, Harris,. Jefferson, Nueces, Orange, 
Tarrant, and Victoria Counties. This naw 
undesignated head will be included In 'a pro
posed new Subchapter 6, concami~g general 
volatile organic compound sources. While In 
most lnstanoes lhe proposal does not involve 
new requirements,· the sectiOQs have ~n 
significanUy ~anized to reduce lhe. 
inoonsistencies which have developed as a 
re.sult of num8rou~ ·Independent re.visions.in 
the past. Seveml substanUve changes, how
ever, are_ also proposed in order to respond to 
the Environmental Protection Agency require
ments of Phase I of the post-87 state imple
mentation plan (SIP) revisions. 

These. change~ .al'$ a part of. a seriSs of 
substantial proposed revisions to Chapter 
115, concerning control of air pollution from 
volatile organic compounds. S1nce the pro
posed changes are extensive, the staff has 
determined lh~t It would· be administratively 
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more effioient to prOpose concurrently the re
peal of the existing Chapter 115 in its entirety 
and the addition qf a new Chapter 115. 

The proposed new §115.131, concerning 
emission specifications. establishes emission 
limits for volatile organic compounds (VOC) 
from affected _sources. The proposed new 
§115.132, concerning control requirements, 
specifies the applicable equipment and pro
cedural requirements. The , proposed new 
§115.133, concerning alternate control re
quirements, provides for executive cfireotor 
approval for the use of alternate technology 
which will result in equivalent VOC emission 
reductions. The proposed new §115.135, 
concerning testing requirements, identifies 
fedsrally approved test methods and proce
dures to be Used to determine compliance 
with applicable controls or exemptions. The 
proposed new §115.135, concerning 
recordkeeping requirements, specifies the 
type of records to be kept to document satis
facdon of exemption criteria or performance 
of applicable control dsvices. The proposed 
new §115.137, concerning exemptions, 
specifies the types of facilities which are ex
empted from the requirements of these sec
tions. The proposed new §.115.139, 
concerning counties and compliance sched
ules, requires all affected facilities to be in 
oompliance In accordance with all expired 
and pending sch~<dules. FurthermorE!, the op
erator of any exempt water separator in 
Brazorifl., .EI Paso, Galveston, Harris, Jeffer
son, and Orange Counties must comply with 
applicable recordkeeplng ,quirements by 
Decem~er 31, 1990. 

Bennie Engelke, director of management and 
staH services, has determined that for the first 
five~year period the secdons are in effect 
there will be no fiscal implications. for state or 
local government as a result of enforolng or 
administering the sections. l;oonomiQ costs to 
Individuals and businesses ,qulred to imple
ment the proposed measures are associated 
only with reoordkeeping requirements and ""' 
estimated as follows: annuei oost per fl!clllty . 
for fiscal year 1990 will be $0, and for fiscal 
years 1991-1994 will be $5,000. 

L.es Montgomery, director of the technical 
support and r<~gulatioll development program· 
has detennlned that for each year of the first 
five years the sections are in effect the public 
benefit anticipated as a fesull of enforcing the 
section Is more effective and consistent en
forcement associated with the control of 
VOC. In additiof\ these measures are rieces~ 
sary to address the. requirements of Phase I 
of the post-87 SIP revisions. 

Public hearings on this proposal are sched
uled for the following times and places: Au
gust 15, 1989, 10 a.m .. Texas Air Control 
Board Auditorium, 6330 Highway 290 East, 
Austin; August 15, 1989, 7 p,m., City of Hous
ton Pollution Building Auditorium, 7411 Park 
Place Boulevard, Houston; August 16, 1989, 
7 p.m. City Council Chambers, Second Floor, 
2 Civic Center Plaza; El Paso; and August 
17, 1999, 4 p.m .. 101 East Abram, Arlington. 

Copies of the proposed section are av$1iable 
at the central office of the TACB, 6330 High
way 290 East, Austin, Texas 78723, and at ali 
TACB regional offices. Public oomment, both 
oral and written, on the proposed change is 
Invited at the hearings. The TACB would ap
preciate receiving five copies of testimony 
prior to .or at the hearings, Written testimony 
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received bY the Regulation Development 
Section by 4 p.m. on August 25, 1989, at the 
TACB central office will be inoludsd in the 
hearing record. 

The new .sectio{ls are propqsed under Taxa$ 
Civil Statutes, Article 4477-5, §3.09(a), which 
provide the TACB with the. authority to make 
rules and regulations consistent with .the_ gen~ 
era! Intent and purposes of the Texas Clean 
Air Act and fo amend any rule or regulation 
the TACB ml)i<es. TheM. is no anticipated 
economic cost to individuals who are required 
to coin ply. with the sections as proposed. 

§JI5.J31. EmissiDn Specifications. 

(a) For persons in the counties ref
erenced in §!15.139(a) of this title (relating· 
to Cmmties and Compliance Schedules) any 
volatile organic compound water separator 
equipped with a VJIPOI recovery system in 
order to comply with §115.132(a) of this . 
tiUe (rel~tifig to Control Requirements) 
shall reduce emissions such that the volat_ile 
organic compounds in vent gases -tQ the 

. atmosphere wlll-_not eXceed: 

(1) a ll'Ue partial pressure of 0.5 
psia (~.4 kPa) at petroleum refineries; 

(2) a irue partial pressure of 1.5 
psia (10.3 kPa) at facilities other than petro
leUm refineries;- or 

(3) for the counties referenced 
in §115.139(a)(2) of this titk (relating to 
Counties and Compliance Schedules) a true 
partial pressure of 0.5 psla (3.4 kPa) at 
facilities . other th8n ·petroleum refineries. 

(b) For persons in ihe oounties ref
erenced in §US.i39(b) of this title (relating· 
to Counties and Compliance Schedules) any 
volatile: Qtga:nic- compound wtner ·separator 
equipped with" a .vapor recovery system in 
order to comply With §115.132(b) of this 
title (relating to Control Requirements) 
shall teduee emissions such that the ll'Ue 
partial pressutj. of-the volatile organic ~om~ 
jlounds in vent gases to the almosphere will 
not exceed a level of 1.5 psia (10.3 kPa). 

§115.132. Control RequlrliiiWI!IS, 

(a) For the counties referenced in 
§115.139(a) of this title (relating to Coun
ties and Compliance Schedules) no pers~n 
shall use any single or multiple compart
ment volatile organic compound water Sep~ 
arator; except for facUities other than 
petroleum refineries in Gregg County, 
which separates materials containing vola
tile organic .compounds obtained from any 
equipment· which is processing, _refming, 
treating, storing, or handling volatile or• 
·ganic· cQmpounds, unless each compartment 
is controlled in one of the following ways: 

()). the . compartment has all 
openings sealed and totally ·encloses the 
liquid ci>ntents. All gauging and sampling 
devices shall be vapor~tight except during 
gauging or sampling; 

(2) the compartment is equipped 
with a floating roof or internal f1oating 
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cover which will rest on the surface of the 
contents and be equipped with a closure 
seal or seals to close the space between the 
roof edge and tank wall. All gauging and 
sampling dsvices shall be vapor-tight ex' 
cept during gauging or sarnpling; or 

(3) the comparlment is equipped 
with _a v'apor recovery system- which 
satisfies the provisions of, §115.[31(a) of 
this title (relating to Emission Specifica
tions). 

(b) For the counties referenced in 
§115.139(b) of this title.(relating to Coon•. 
ties and Compliance Schedules) no person 
shall u~e any single or multiple compart
ment volatile organic compound water sep
arator which separates materials containing 
volatile organic compounds obtained from 
any equipment which is processing, refin,.. 
ing, treating, storing, or hsndling volatile 
organic compounds, Unless each compart
ment is controlled in ·one of the following 
ways 

(1) the· comparlment has all 
openings sealed and totally encloses the 
liquid contents. All gauging and samp!ifig 
dsvices shall be vapor-tight except durl,ng 
gauging or sampling; · 

(2) the comportment is equipped 
with a floating roof or inte111al lloating 
cover which wJll rest. on the surface of the 
contents and be equipped with ·a cloS1Jl't, 
seal or seals ·to close the space between the 
roof or cover edge and tank wall. All gaug
ing and sampling devices shall be vapor
tight except during gaugifig or sampling; or 

(3) the comparlmenl is equipped 
with a vapor recovery system . which 

. satisfies the provisions of §115.13l(b) of 
this title (relating to Emission Specifica
tions). 

§115.133. -Alternate Control Requirements. 

(a) For all persons in the counties 
referenced Jn § 115.139(a) of this title (relat
Jng to Counties and Compliance Schedules) 
alternate methods of demonstrating and 
docwnenting continuous compliance with 
the applicable oortttol requirements or ex
emption criteria in this section may be ap~ 
proved by the executivq director in 
accordance with §115:910 of this title (re
lating to Alternate Means of Control) if 
emi$sion reductions ar~ demonstrated to be 
substantially ·equivalent. 

(b) For all persons in the counties 
referenced in §115.l39(b) of this title (relat
ing to Counties and Compliance Schedules) 
alternate methods of dernonstrating and 
documenting continuous compliance with 
the applicable ·CQDtrol requirements or ex
emption criteria in this section may be ap~ 
proved by the executive director , in 
accordance with §115.910 of this title (re
lating to Alternate Means of Control) if 
emission reductions are demonstrated to be 
substantially .equivalent. 



§115.135. Testing. For the counties refer· 
enced'in 115.!39(a) of this title (relating to 
Connties and Compliance Schedules) com· 
pliimce with §115.!32(a) shall he deter
mined by applying ·the following test 
methOds, as appropriate: 

(!) Test Methods 1-4 (40 Code 
of Federal Regolations 60, Appendix A) for 
determining flow rate, as necessary; 

(2) Test Method 18 (40 Code of 
Federal Regulations 60, Appendix A) for 
determining gasQous organic compound 
emissions by gas -qhromatography; 

(3) Test Method 25 (40 Code of 
Federal Regulations 60, Appendix A) for 
detennining total gas!,IDus norunethane or
galtic emiSsiOns aj; carbon; 

(4) Test Methods 25A or 25B 
(40 Code of Federal Regulations 60, Ap· 
pendi• A) for determining total gaseous 
organic concentrations using flame iohiza

, ti9n or .nondispersive in.frared analysis; ot 

(5) determination of true vapor 
pressure using ASTM Test Method D323-
82 for the measurement of Reid vapor' pres

. sure, adjusted for actual storage temperature 
in accordance with API Publication 2517, 
Third Edition, 1989; or 

(6) modifications to these test 
methods approved by _the executive director. 

§115.136. Recordmeping Require
ments. For the . criunties. referenced in 
§l15.139(a) of this title (relating to Coun
ties and Complilince Schedules) any person 
who ~rates ·a single or multiple compart,
ment volatile organic compound water sep--. · 
aratOr Without the '¢ontrols · specified in· 
§l!S.132(a) of this title (relating to Control 
Requirements) shall niaintain complete and 
up~to-date records sufficient to demonstrate_ 
cOntinuous compliance with the applicable 
exemption criteria including, but not limited 
to, the names and true vapor pressures of all 

·. such materials stored, proceSsed, or· handled 
at the affected property, and any odter nec
essary operational information. 

§115.137. Exemptions. 

(a) For the counties referenced in 
§115.139(a) of tllistitle (relating to Connties 
and Compliance Schedules) the following 
exemptions shall apply. 

(1) Volatile organic compound 
water separators Used exclusively in con .. 
junction with the production of crude _oil or 
condensate are exempt from the provisions 
of §115.132(a) of this title (relating to Con
trol Requirements). 

(2) Any single or multiple com· 
partment volatile organic compound water 
separator which separates less than 200 gal
lons (757 liters) a day of materials contain
ing volatile -organic compounds obtained 
from any equipment are exempt from 

§115.132(a) of this tide (relatiug to Control 
Requirements). 

(3) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
this subsection shall no longer be applicable 
in Dallas and Tarrant counties as of the date 
specified in §115. 139(a)(3) of this tide 
(relating to Counties • ·and Coruplianco 
Schedules). 

(4) Any single or multiple com
partrnen~ volatile organic _compound water 
separator which separates materials having 
a true vapor pressure of ·volatile organic 
compounds less than 1.5 psia (10.3 kPa) 
obtained from any equipment i!t a facility 
other than a pel!olenm refinery are exempt 
from §11$. 132(a) of this title (relatiug to 
Control Requirements). 

(5) Any single or multiple com
parttnent volatile organic compOund water 
separator, located in Dallas or Tarrant coun
ties, which sepa.Jf!.tes materi~s hav.ing a b:ue 
vapor pressure of volatile organic com
poimds less than 0. 5 psia(3.4 kPa) ob
tained from any equipment in a facility 
other than a -petroleum refinery are exempt 
from §t15.132(a) of this title (relatiug to 
Conttol Requirements). 

(6) Any single or multiple com
partment volatile organic compound water_ 
separator which separates materials having 
a true vapor pressure of volatile organic 
compounds less than 0.5 psia (3.4 kPa) 
obtained from any equipment in a petro
leum refinery are e•empt from §tl5.132(a) 
of this title (relating to Control Require
ments). 

(b) For the counties referenced in 
§t15.139(b) of this title (relating to Conn
ties and Compliance Schedules) the follow
ing· exemptions shall apply. 

(1) Volatile organic compound 
water separators used exclusively in con
junction with the production of crude Qil or 
condensate. are exempt from me provisions 
of §t15.!32{b) of th"' title (relating to Co)l• 
trol Requirements), 

(2) Any single or multiple com
partment volatile organic compound water 
separator which separates less than 200 gal
lons (757 liters) a day of material$ contain
ing volatile organic compounds obtained 
from any equ'ipment are eX-empt from 
§115.132(b) of this title (relating to Control 
Requirements). 

(3) Any single or multiple com
parbnent volatile organic compound wa,ter 
separator which separPtes materials ·hav.in8 

. a true vapor pte.ssure .Of volatile or&aniq 
compounds less lhan 1.5 psia (H).3 kPa) 
o:l>tained from any equipment are. exempt 
from §115.132(b) of this tide (relating to 
Control Requirements). 

§ll5.13'). CounJies and Compliance Sched
ules. 

(a) All affected pen<ons .within 
BrazOria, Dallas,_ El Paso, GalvestOn, 
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Gregg, Harris, Jefferson, Nueces, Orange, 
Tarrant, and Victoria /counties shall be in 
compliance with this undesignated head 
(concerning Water Separation) in' accord
ance with the following schedules. 

. (1) All affected persons shall .be 
in. cm:llpliance with all coril.pliance sched
u1es ·which have e~pired prior to the effec
tive date of the adoption of this section, in 
accordiilice with §115.930 of this title (re
lating to Compliance Dates). 

(2) All personS in Dallas and 
Tarrant Counties affected by the provisions 
of §115.!3l(a)(2) of this tide (relating to 
Emission Specifications) shall· he in compli
ance with this section as soon 8$ practicable 
but no later than Augost 31, 1990. 

(3) All persons in Dallas and 
Tarrant Counties required to -implement 
conttols as a result of the removal of 'the 
exemptions specil:led in §115,137(a) (3) of 
this title (relati!tg to fuemptions) .shall be in 
compliance Q.S soon as. practicable but _no 
later than August 31, 1990. 

(4) All persons . affected by the 
provisions of §115.136 'of this title (relating 
to Recordkeeping) shall be in oompliance: 

(A) in Dallas and Tarrant 
Counties as soon as practic.able ·but no later 
than Augost 31, 1990; and 

(B) i!t B.razoria, El . Paso, 
Galveston_, Harris, .Jefferson, and. -Orange 
CoWities as soon as practicable but no later 
than December 3!, 1990. 

(b} All affected persons within 
,:\ransas,.Bexl!t, Calhoon, Hardin, Matagor
da, M;ontgomery, San Patricio,· and Travis 
Counties shall he in compliance with this 
un~esignated head (concerning Water Sepa
ration) in accordance- with all compliance 
schedules which have expired prior to the 
effective date of the adoption of this sec
tion, in accordance with §115.930 of this 
title (relating to Compliance Dates). . 

This agency hereby certifies that the proposal 
has heon reviewed by legal counsel and 
found to be within the agency's authority to 
adopt. 

Issued in Austin, Texas on July 19, 1989. 

TRD-!1906422 Allen Ell Bell 
Executive Director 
Texas Air Control Board 

Proposed 0fieotive date December 15, 1_989 

For furthe~ Information, please oall: (51~) 
451-5711, Ext. 354 

• • . ' 
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