
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY THE  
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

ON PROPOSED El PASO NATURAL EVENTS ACTION PLAN (NEAP) 
 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (commission or TCEQ) will conduct a public hearing in El 
Paso on December 11, 2006 to receive comments concerning the Natural Events Action Plan (NEAP) for the El 
Paso area, under the requirements of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Natural Events 
Policy (NEP), May 30, 1996.  The proposed plan will be submitted to EPA for review and comment.   
 
The commission proposes the El Paso NEAP to protect public health and help manage the exceedences of the 
particulate matter (PM) standards that can be attributed to uncontrollable natural events such as unusually high 
winds. The TCEQ’s analysis of wind data and other information regarding conditions during the exceedances 
indicate that the major causes are usually high winds that result in dust storms. Based on EPA guidance the El 
Paso NEAP pertains to both PM10 and PM 2.5.    
 
In the proposed plan TCEQ commits to document and analyze recent and future natural events. The NEAP plan 
includes local public outreach and education programs to minimize public exposure to future natural events and 
Best Available Control Measures (BACM) for man-made sources of windblown dust for local implementation. 
The TCEQ also commits to periodically reevaluate the effectiveness of the NEAP. 
 
A public hearing on this proposal will be held in El Paso, Texas, on December 11, 2006, at 1:30 p.m., at the 
TCEQ El Paso Regional Office, 401 E. Franklin Ave., Suite 560, El Paso, Texas 79901-1206. The hearing will 
be structured for the receipt of oral or written comments by interested persons. Registration will begin 30 
minutes prior to the hearing.  Individuals may present oral statements when called upon in order of registration. 
There will be no open discussion during the hearing; however, an agency staff member will be available to 
discuss the proposal 30 minutes prior to the hearing and will answer questions before and after the hearing. 
 
Persons with disabilities who have special communication or other accommodation needs who are planning to 
attend the hearing should contact the Air Quality Division at (512) 239-4900.  Requests should be made as far in 
advance as possible. 
 
Written comments may be submitted to Ita Ufot, MC 206, Air Quality Division, Chief Engineer’s Office, Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087, or faxed to (512) 239-
5687.  All comments pertaining to the El Paso NEAP should reference Project Number 2006-040-OTH-NR.  
The comment period closes at 5:00 p.m. on December 18, 2006.  Copies of the proposed NEAP can be obtained 
from the commission's Web site at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/air/sip/elp.html.  For further 
information, please contact Ita Ufot, Air Quality Planning Section, (512) 239-1935.  
 
Issued in Austin, Texas, on November 1, 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


