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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

TEXAS NATURAL GAS VEHICLE GRANT PROGRAM
 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) will conduct an informational meeting to 
answer questions and discuss issues regarding the implementation of the Texas Emissions Reduction 
Plan’s (TERP) Natural Gas Vehicle Grants Program (TNGVGP). 

Thursday, December 15, 2011 

1:00 p.m. 


TCEQ’s Austin Office
 
12100 Park 35 Circle  


Building E, Room 201S
 
Austin, Texas 78753 


PURPOSE.  Senate Bill (SB) 385, 82nd Texas Legislature, 2011, Regular Session, added a new Chapter 
394 to the Texas Health and Safety Code (THSC).  This chapter directs the TCEQ to implement the 
TNGVGP for the replacement or repower of medium-duty and heavy-duty vehicles with natural gas 
vehicles or engines. The purpose of this meeting is to outline the proposed application process and other 
implementation issues, and to discuss those issues with interested parties. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND. Entities and individuals with input and recommendations regarding the 
questions and issues to be discussed may be interested in participating in this meeting.  This meeting will 
not provide complete information regarding the TNGVGP.  More detailed workshops and other events 
will be scheduled at appropriate times to go over the grant requirements and application procedures for 
potential applicants and participating dealers. 

Interested entities should also be aware that the operation of grant-funded vehicles is limited to specific 
counties. Vehicles funded under the TNGVGP must be operated at least 75% of annual mileage or fuel 
use for four years or 400,000 miles, whichever occurs earlier, in the counties listed below. 

 Dallas-Fort Worth Eight-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area: Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, 
Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall, and Tarrant Counties 

 Houston-Galveston-Brazoria Eight-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area:  Brazoria, 
Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, and Waller Counties 

 El Paso PM10 Nonattainment Area:  El Paso County 
 Additional counties along Interstate Highway (IH) 10:  Austin, Colorado, Fayette, 

Gonzales, and Guadalupe Counties 
 Additional counties along IH 35: Bell, Bexar, Caldwell, Comal, Falls, Hays, Hill, 

McLennan, Travis, and Williamson Counties 
 Additional counties along IH 45: Freestone, Leon, Madison, Navarro, and Walker Counties 

P.O. Box 13087 •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087 • 512-239-1000 •  tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/goto/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

http:tceq.texas.gov


 

 

  
  
 

  

 

 

 

    

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

1.	 Overview of SB 385 and the TNGVGP 
2.	 Preliminary Implementation Schedule 
3.	 Simplification of Application Processes and Forms (including options for an online application 

system)  
4.	 Other Grant Criteria Questions and Issues 

TOPICS, QUESTIONS, AND ISSUES 

1.	 Online Application.  Under THSC, §394.008(b)(9), the TCEQ is to establish procedures to 
provide for application submission and application status checks to be made over the Internet.  
The TCEQ is assessing options for an online application process, including technical 
requirements, costs, and timeframes for implementation.  Several options are outlined below. 

a.	 Full online application. A fully online system would provide for entry and submission of 
necessary application and contracting information electronically over the Internet.   

b.	 Online reservation system, with submission of paper or scanned application/contracting 
documents. If implementation of a fully online application system is not feasible in the short 
term, another option may be to develop an online system for applicants to reserve grant funds 
for a limited time period.  The completed application documents would then be submitted by 
mail or via a secure electronic file transfer method.   

c.	 Submission of a hard-copy or scanned application.  If an online system is not feasible in 
the timeframe desired for implementation of the first grant application period, the TCEQ may 
consider initially implementing the program using a process to submit applications by mail or 
via a secure electronic file transfer method.  An online application system would be 
developed and implemented as soon as possible, given the constraints to developing the 
system. 

The TCEQ invites input regarding these options, and particularly discussion of concerns if the 
TCEQ must initially implement the program using a paper application process. 

2.	 Simplification of the Application Forms.  Under THSC, §394.004(c), the TCEQ, after 
consultation with stakeholders, is to simplify the application form and minimize, to the maximum 
extent possible, documentation required for an application.  

Options Being Considered for Simplifying the Application Forms 

a.	 The forms will use a table format to list information for multiple vehicles, rather than 
requiring separate forms for each vehicle included in an application. 

b.	 Because a list of eligible vehicles and/or engines will be provided by the TCEQ, the amount 
of information needed on the vehicle and/or engine being purchased, leased, commercially 
financed, or repowered can be reduced. 
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c.	 The TCEQ is considering approaches to minimize the amount of information required on the 
vehicle and/or engine being replaced. 

Options Being Considered for Minimizing the Documentation Required for an Application 

a.	 Participating dealers will be required to obtain and review eligibility documentation, such as 
vehicle titles and registration documents, and to retain the documentation materials rather 
than submitting the materials to the TCEQ. 

b.	 Price quotes and price comparison information will not be required. 

The TCEQ invites input regarding these options and other recommendations for simplifying the 
application forms and minimizing the documentation materials that must be submitted. 

3.	 Other Grant Criteria Questions and Issues 

The TCEQ invites input and recommendations regarding the proposed criteria outlined below. 

a.	 The statute does not state which fuels the baseline vehicle and engine being replaced or 
repowered may have used.  The TCEQ is considering a requirement that the baseline vehicle 
and engine being replaced must be diesel or gasoline powered. 

b.	 Under THSC, §394.003, vehicles and engines must be purchased, leased, commercially 
financed, or repowered within a calendar year.  The TCEQ is considering implementing this 
provision through a requirement that the purchase, lease, commercial finance option, or 
repower must be completed within one year of the grant award. 

c.	 The TCEQ is considering allowing up to 25 vehicles to be included in a single application. 

d.	 The TCEQ invites input on whether limits should be placed on the number of grants or 
number of vehicles or engines awarded funding to a single entity during a grant round. 

e.	 The grant amounts are to be based on a percentage of the incremental costs of the vehicle 
purchase, lease, commercial finance option, or repower.  In order to develop a standardized 
grant table, the TCEQ is considering asking for average incremental cost information from 
manufacturers and using that information to establish pre-determined average incremental 
costs for natural gas vehicles, engines, and fuel conversion systems.  This approach would be 
in lieu of determining a unique incremental cost for each project activity included in a grant 
application. 
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AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. If you need more information about this meeting, 
please contact Mr. Colin Donovan in the TCEQ’s Air Quality Division at (512) 239-1984, or toll free 
at (800) 919-TERP (8377). General information about the TERP program can be found at our Web 
site at www.terpgrants.org 

If you are unable to attend the public meeting, but would like to submit your recommendations about 
the issues to be discussed, you may send your comments to Mr. Colin Donovan by December 16, 2011. 
Comments may be sent by electronic mail to colin.donovan@tceq.texas.gov, or by regular mail to TCEQ, 
MC-204, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas  78711-3087. 

Persons planning to attend the meeting who have special communication or other accommodation 
needs should contact Colin Donovan, Air Quality Division, at (512) 239-1984. Requests should be 
made as far in advance as possible. 

Issued in Austin, Texas on December 2, 2011. 
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