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SUBCHAPTER C: REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED IRRIGATORS, INSTALLERS, 
IRRIGATION TECHNICIANS, AND IRRIGATION INSPECTORS 

§§344.30 - 344.38 
Effective January 1, 2009 

 
§344.30. License Required. 
 
 (a) An irrigator is an individual who: 

 
(1) sells, designs, provides consultation services, installs, maintains, alters,  

repairs, or services an irrigation system, including the connection of such system to any water supply; 
 

(2) advertises or represents to anyone that the individual can perform any or all  
of these functions; and 

 
(3) is required to hold a valid irrigator license issued under Chapter 30 of  

this title (relating to Occupational Licenses and Registrations). 
 
 (b) Through December 31, 2009, an installer is an individual who connects an irrigation system to 
any water supply. 
 
 (c) Beginning January 1, 2009, an irrigation technician is an individual who: 
 
  (1) connects an irrigation system to a water supply;  
 
  (2) under the supervision of a licensed irrigator, installs, maintains, alters, repairs, or 
services a landscape irrigation system;  

 
  (3) represents to anyone that the individual can perform any or all of these functions; and 

 
  (4) is required to hold a valid irrigation technician license issued under Chapter 30 of this 
title. 
 
 (d) All irrigators, installers, and irrigation technicians shall comply with the rules contained in 
this chapter when performing any or all of the functions listed in this section. 
 

(e) An individual who inspects irrigation systems and enforces a municipality's landscape 
irrigation ordinance must: 

 
(1) hold a valid irrigation inspector license issued according to Chapter 30 of this title; or  

 
(2) hold a valid plumbing inspector license. 

 
(f) An individual who inspects irrigation systems and enforces a water district's rules related to 

landscape irrigation systems must:  
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(1) hold a valid irrigation inspector license issued according to Chapter 30 of this title; 
 

(2) hold a valid plumbing inspector license; 
 

(3) be the district's operator; or  
 

(4) be another regulatory authority with jurisdiction over landscape irrigation. 
 
 (g) An inspector shall comply with the rules contained in this chapter when performing any or all 
of the functions listed in this section.  
 
 (h) A property owner is not required to be licensed in accordance with Texas Occupations Code, 
Title 12, §1903.002(c)(1) if he or she is performing irrigation work in a building or on a premises owned 
or occupied by the person as the person's home. A home or property owner who installs an irrigation 
system must meet the standards contained in §344.62(b) Spacing, §344.62(c) Water pressure, §344.62(g) 
related to spraying water over impervious materials, §344.62(j) Rain or moisture shut-off devices or other 
technology, and §344.62(k) Isolation valve. Municipalities or water districts may adopt more stringent 
requirements for a home or property owner who installs an irrigation system. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.31. Exemption for Business Owner Who Provides Irrigation Services. 
 

Under Chapter 30 of this title (relating to Occupational Licenses and Registrations), a business 
owner who employs a licensed irrigator as an irrigator-in-charge to provide consulting services or to 
supervise or conduct the exempt business's operations relating to the design, installation, maintenance, 
alteration, repairing, and servicing of irrigation systems is exempt from the licensing requirements of 
Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 1903. 

 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.32. Responsibilities of a Business Owner Who Provides Irrigation Services. 
 
 An exempt owner who provides landscape irrigation services shall ensure that all irrigation 
services are supervised by a licensed irrigator, according to the requirements of this subchapter. An 
exempt business owner who engages in landscape irrigation is responsible for verifying the validity of the 
license belonging to all irrigators, installers, and irrigation technicians performing irrigation services for 
the business. An exempt business owner who engages in landscape irrigation is responsible for 
designating an irrigator-in-charge. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.33. Display of License. 
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 (a) Irrigators, installers, and irrigation technicians shall prominently display their license 
certificate at the place of irrigation business or employment and shall present their license upon request by 
any regulatory authority, irrigation system's owner, or prospective owner. 
 
 (b) Irrigation inspectors shall present their license, when requested by any entity that is regulated 
under this chapter, and when that request is made while an irrigation inspector is conducting business. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.34. Use of License. 
 
 (a) No one other than the irrigator, installer, irrigation technician, or irrigation inspector to whom 
a license is issued shall use or attempt to use the license, which includes the license number. 
 
 (b) An individual who uses or attempts to use the license or license number of someone else who 
is a licensed irrigator, licensed installer, licensed irrigation technician, or licensed irrigation inspector is in 
violation of Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 1903, and this chapter. 
 
 (c) An irrigator's license or license number may be used at only one entity as the irrigator-in-
charge. An irrigator may work for other entities, but not as the irrigator-in-charge. 
 
 (d) It is a violation of this chapter for an irrigator, installer, irrigation technician or irrigation 
inspector to authorize or allow another person or entity to use the irrigator's, installer's, irrigation 
technician's, or irrigation inspector's license or license number in a manner inconsistent with this chapter. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.35. Duties and Responsibilities of Irrigators. 

 
(a) An irrigator shall comply with the rules contained in this chapter when performing any or all 

of the functions described in this section. 
 
 (b) An irrigator who performs work for an entity or for an exempt business owner who performs 
or offers to perform irrigation services shall be knowledgeable of and responsible for all permits, 
contracts, agreements, advertising, and other irrigation services secured and performed using the 
irrigator's license. 
 

(c) A licensed irrigator who is employed by an exempt business owner as defined by §344.31 of 
this title (relating to Exemption for Business Owner Who Provides Irrigation Services) shall supervise all 
irrigation services of the business, in accordance with this chapter. 
 
 (d) A licensed irrigator is responsible for: 
 
  (1) using the stamp or rubber seal in accordance with this chapter; 
 
  (2) obtaining all permits and inspections required to install an irrigation system; 
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  (3) complying with local regulations; 
 
  (4) determining the appropriate backflow prevention method for each irrigation system 
installation and installing the backflow prevention device correctly; 
 
  (5) maintaining landscape irrigation systems records; 
 
  (6) conserving water; 
 
  (7) developing and following irrigation plan for each new irrigation system; 
 
  (8) designing an irrigation system that complies with the requirements of this chapter; 
 
  (9) providing on-site supervision of the installation of an irrigation system beginning 
January 1, 2010;  
 

(10) providing supervision to an irrigation technician while connecting an  
irrigation system to a water supply; installing, maintaining, altering, repairing, or servicing an irrigation 
system; 

 
(11) providing supervision to an installer connecting an irrigation system  

through December 31, 2009;  
 
(12) completing the irrigation system including the final "walk through," completing the  

maintenance checklist , placing a permanent sticker on the controller or on the maintenance checklist if 
the irrigation system does not have an automatic controller, and providing a copy of the design plan; 
 
  (13) selling, consulting, performing maintenance, alteration, repair, and service of 
irrigation systems that complies with the requirements of this chapter; 
 
  (14) providing advertisements, contracts, and warranties that comply with the 
requirements of this chapter; and 
 
  (15) installing an irrigation system that complies with the requirements of this chapter. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.36. Duties and Responsibilities of Installers and Irrigation Technicians. 
 
 (a) A licensed installer may connect an irrigation system to a water supply through  
December 31, 2009. This includes installing an approved backflow prevention method pursuant to 
§344.50 of this title (relating to Backflow Prevention Methods) when connecting an irrigation system to a 
potable water supply. Beginning January 1, 2009, a licensed irrigation technician may connect an 
irrigation system to a water supply, including installing an approved backflow prevention method 
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pursuant to §344.50 of this title and may maintain, alter, repair, service, or direct the installation of 
irrigation systems under the supervision of an irrigator. 
 
 (b) If an installer or irrigation technician connects an irrigation system to a potable water supply, 
the connection and installation of the backflow prevention method must be as indicated on the site 
irrigation plan or as directed by the licensed irrigator and documented on the site irrigation plan. 
 
 (c) Through December 31, 2009, an installer is responsible for the connection of an irrigation 
system to a water supply under the supervision of a licensed irrigator. 
 
 (d) Beginning January 1, 2009, an irrigation technician, under the supervision of a licensed 
irrigator, is responsible for: 
 
  (1) connecting an irrigation system to a water supply; and 
 
  (2) providing on-site supervision of the installation, maintenance, alteration, repair, 
service of an irrigation system including the final walk through with the irrigation system owner or 
owner's representative to explain the maintenance and operation of the irrigation system. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 
§344.37. Duties and Responsibilities of Irrigation Inspectors. 
 

(a) A licensed irrigation inspector shall enforce the applicable irrigation rules or ordinance of the 
employing governmental entity. 

 
(b) A licensed irrigation inspector, licensed plumbing inspector, a water district's operator or 

other governmental entity shall be responsible for: 
 
 (1) verifying that the appropriate permits have been obtained for an irrigation system and 

that the irrigator and installer or irrigation technician, if applicable, are licensed; 
 

(2) inspecting the irrigation system; 
 
 (3) determining that the irrigation system complies with the requirements of this chapter; 
 
 (4) determining that the appropriate backflow prevention device was installed, tested, and 

test results provided to the water purveyor;  
 
 (5) investigating complaints related to irrigation system installation, maintenance, 

alteration, repairs, or service of an irrigation system and advertisement of irrigation services; and  
 

(6) maintaining records according to this chapter. 
 

Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 
 



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Page 6 
Chapter 344 - Landscape Irrigation 
 
 
§344.38. Irrigator, Installer, and Irrigation Technician Records. 
 

 Upon the licensed irrigator obtaining the seal or rubber stamp, in accordance with this 
chapter, an impression of the seal or rubber stamp will be made on letterhead, or other business stationary, 
and maintained on file for review by the commission. Archival copies of all records given to the irrigation 
system's owner or owner's representative shall be maintained by the irrigator. Records will be maintained 
by the irrigator for a period of three years from the date installation, maintenance, alteration, repair or 
service was completed.  Irrigators, installers, and irrigation technicians shall make all records of landscape 
irrigation services available within ten business days of any request made by authorized representatives of 
the commission or the local regulatory authority with jurisdiction over landscape irrigation issues. 
 
Adopted June 4, 2008 Effective January 1, 2009 


