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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, Zandra and I are speaking about the TPDES Pretreatment Program and providing updated information pertaining to the implementation of the main goals and objectives of the program.



Today’s Presentation 

 Pretreatment History, Objectives, and Introduction 

 TPDES Permit Application – Domestic Worksheet 6.0 

 TPDES Pretreatment Permit Options 1 & 2 

 Industrial Users Identification and Survey 

 Categorical Industrial Users (CIUs)  

 Pretreatment Program Development 

 TPDES Pretreatment Permit Options 3 & 4 

 TPDES Updates 

 Resources and Contacts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, we will discuss:
The historical perspective on why the program was created;
The Pretreatment program Goals and Objectives;
The TPDES permit application and Domestic Worksheet 6.0;
Other TPDES pretreatment activities such as pretreatment program development; industrial waste surveys; and identifying industrial users (IUs) and pollutant sources
Discuss categorical users; especially those who are indirectly discharging to publicly owned treatment works without an approved pretreatment program.
We will also highlight pretreatment web resources, upcoming training & state contact information.



 
 
 

Pretreatment History,  
Objectives, 

and  
Introduction 



History 

 Early 20th century to mid-century 

 High levels of pollution  

 Fish kills, burning rivers, thick black smog  

 Philosophy was “the solution to pollution is 

dilution”! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a result of the Industrial Resolution, environmental concerns arose.
During the early 20th century to approximately mid-century, there were:
High levels of pollution, which in turn caused
Fish kills, burning river, and thick black smog covered major cities.
During that time, the accepted philosophy was “the solution to pollution is dilution”!

Pictured here you can see the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland burning in 1952.  Firefighters are hosing down the fire.




The Federal Clean Water Act 

Goals  
 Eliminate the discharge of pollutants 

 Support "the protection and 
propagation of fish, shellfish, and 
wildlife and recreation in and on 
the water"  

 Prohibit the discharge of toxic 
pollutants in toxic amounts 
 

Photo credit: tautologous.com/ 

Objective 
Restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and 
biological integrity of the Nation’s waters. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Originally, laws affecting the nation’s waters began with the Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act of 1899.  The Act was designed to prevent the discharge of materials into waterways that could impede commercial navigation. 

Next, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act was passed in 1948 to address water pollution, support the development of technology for treatment of industrial wastes, and provide funding for municipalities to implement water pollution abatement programs. Unfortunately, the FWPCA was difficult to implement, rendering it ineffective in achieving its goals. 
	
Resultantly, numerous revisions including major changes were made in 1972, and the act became known as the Clean Water Act (CWA). In order to assure effectiveness, the CWA authorizes the EPA to implement and enforce provisions of the legislation. 
	
The overarching objective of the CWA is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s water, in order to eliminate the discharge of pollutants; support the protection and propagation of fist, shellfish, and wildlife and recreation in and on the water; prohibit the discharge of toxic pollutants in toxic amounts; provide Federal financial assistance to construct POTWs.  [Picture of wader in water]



National Pretreatment Program  
Goals and Objectives 

 Prevent Interference and Pass Through 
 Protect Worker Health and Safety 
 Encourage Recycling/Reuse 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National pretreatment program goals are to:
Prevent pass through and interference.
Protect worker health and safety and to improve and encourage recycling and reuse.  

The term Interference is defined as a discharge which, alone or in conjunction with other discharges:
Inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its treatment processes or operations, or its sludge processes, use or disposal; and
Is a cause of a violation of any requirement of the POTW’s TPDES permit or of the prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal. 

The term Pass Through is defined as a discharge which exits the POTW into waters of the U.S. in quantities or concentrations which, alone or in conjunction with a discharge, is violation of any requirement of the POTW’s TPDES permit.

The picture here is an explosion, of a city street, due to a hexane build up in the sewer system of the City of Louisville, Kentucky.  



Pretreatment Standards to Achieve 
Objectives  

General Prohibitions  
 
Discharges that cause Interference or Pass Through 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EPA established pretreatment standards in order to meet the objectives of the national pretreatment program and the CWA.  They include: general prohibitions against interference and pass through.  The image on the left shows a type of discharge that could potentially cause interference at a POTW.  The image on the right is an example of pass through subsequently causing a fish kill downstream from the POTW.



 
 

Pretreatment Standards to Achieve 
Objectives  

 
 

Specific Prohibitions  
 Fire or explosion hazard 
 Corrosive structural damage 
 Solid or viscous pollutants obstructing flow 
 Flow rate causing interference 
 Heat inhibiting biological activity 
 Oils causing interference/pass through 
 Toxic gases causing worker health problems 
 Trucked/hauled pollutants unless designated 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EPA established pretreatment standards in order to meet the objectives of the national pretreatment program and the CWA.  They include: general prohibitions against interference and pass through; specific prohibitions, which are national standards that apply to all POTWs. In addition, the local POTW may develop specific prohibitions in order to protect their WWTP, receiving waters and sludge use. The standards apply to Significant Industrial Users that discharge wastewater to a sewer system that flows to a WWTP. 
     General Prohibitions: 
	prohibit pollutants that cause pass through or interference
     Specific Prohibitions (we will cover these in more detail later): 
	pollutants which create a fire or explosion hazard
	pollutants which cause corrosive structural damage to the POTW (pH no less than 5.0 S.U.)  
	solid or viscous pollutants in amounts that will cause obstruction to the flow in the POTW resulting in interference
	any pollutant (including BOD) released in a flow rate and/or in concentrations which will cause interference
	heat in amounts which will inhibit biological activity in the POTW resulting in interference (nothing to cause temp at POTW to go above 104 	degrees F)
	petroleum oil, nonbiodegradable cutting oil or mineral oil products that will cause interference or pass through
	pollutants that will result in the presence of toxic gases in a POTW in quantities that may cause acute worker health and safety problems
	any trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points designated by the POTW

    



Wastewater Collection and Treatment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a schematic of the typical different types of contributors to a wastewater treatment plant: commercial, residential and industrial.  This also depicts the effluent discharge and sludge disposal routes. 

As we have discussed, problems can occur at the collection system, the plant, with worker health, and the receiving body of water.




Who is regulated? 

 Significant Industrial Users (SIUs) 

 Categorical Industrial Users (CIUs)  

 Other Industrial Users (IUs) 

Based on character and volume of 
wastewater discharged to the POTW 

The Pretreatment Program regulates: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide introduces industry types that are regulated.  See next slide for IU definitions.



What is a Significant Industrial User (SIU)? 
40 CFR Part 403.3(v) 

 Discharges 25,000 gallons per day (gpd) or  
more of process wastewater  

 
 Subject to categorical pretreatment standards 

(CIUs) 
  
 Contributes 5% or more of the hydraulic or 

organic capacity of the WWTP 
 
 Reasonable potential to adversely impact the 

POTW or for violating any standard 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As mentioned previously, the national pretreatment program is designed to control the wastewater contributions from significant industrial users.  

SIUs are any Industrial User that:
Discharges an average of 25,000 gallons per day or more of process wastewater (excludes sanitary, noncontact cooling, and boiler blowdown wastewater).
All industrial users that are subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards under 40 CFR 403.6 and 40 CFR subchapter I, subchapter N; 
Contributes a process wastestream which makes up 5% or more of the average dry weather hydraulic or organic capacity of the POTW;
Or is designated as such by the Control Authority (CA) on the basis that it has a reasonable potential to adversely affect the POTW’s operation or for violating any pretreatment standard or requirement in accordance with 40 CFR 403.8(f)(6)
	
The SIU definition has remained the same through the Pretreatment Streamlining Rule change, however, the sampling and reporting requirements for SIUs has changed.




 
What is a Categorical Industrial User (CIU)? 

 
 Industrial categories listed in 40 CFR Parts 405-471 

 
 Subparts according to processes or manufactured 

products or raw material used 
 
 Existing Source or New Source in 40 CFR §403.3(m) 
 
 National technology based limits that apply at the 

CIU’s “end-of-process” 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Categorical IU’s perform specific manufacturing processes that are regulated as described and referenced here.
We will talk more about online resources for accessing the online  links to the CFRs & effluent guidelines at the end of the presentation.

Industries are listed by category in 40 CFR parts 405-471.  Each category is divided into subparts according to process or manufactured products.  The categorical standards are divided into New Source or Existing Sources.  The Existing Source categorical standards applies to CIUs that came into existence prior to the proposal date of the categorical effluent guideline.  And New Source categorical standards would thus apply to facilities, buildings, structures or installations that were constructed after this proposal date. There are criteria to qualify as a new source that are included in 40 CFR §403.3(m).

Note that categorical pretreatment standards are treatment technology based limits that apply at the "end of process" for that particular category of industry.  On the other hand, the local limits, which are based on the protection of the POTW, apply at the "end of pipe", where the IUs pipe meets the POTWs collection system trunk line. [Picture of a factory]




CIUs 

SIUs 

IUs 

Non-CIUs 

Non-SIUs 
Domestic 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide introduces industry types that are regulated. 

Image of a large square that contains all the discharger types: domestic and industrial users (IUs). The IUs are divided into significant industrial users (SIUs) and non-SIUs. The SIUs are divided into categorical industrial users (CIUs) and non-CIUs.

Some of the common types of facilities that are overlooked are on this slide. For example small metal plating facilities, facilities that do not have categorical standards and facilities that might impact the collection system, not necessarily the POTW. For example, meat and poultry facilities do not have categorical standards. However, due to their high strength waste they may impact the POTW. Hospitals have cafeterias and possibly laundry facilities that could give 



 Categorical Pretreatment Standards 
 National standards  
 Apply to specific industrial categories 
 Emphasis on toxic pollutants 
 Technology-based 
 Apply at the “end-of-process”  

 Local Limits 
 Developed individually by each POTW  
 Based on local, site-specific data 
 Protect plant, workers, sludge quality and water body 
 Apply at the IU’s “End-of-Pipe” 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The national categorical pretreatment standards apply to any categorical industrial user discharging process wastewater to a POTW and they apply at the end of process (pretreatment unit).
     
Local limits are developed by each POTW to protect the WWTP operations and conveyances, receiving waters and sludge use.




 
 
 
 
 

TPDES Permit Application  
Domestic Worksheet 6.0 



TPDES Domestic Wastewater  
Permit Application 

Worksheet 6.0 of the Technical Report 
 All POTWs must complete Worksheet 6.0 as part of 

their TPDES permit application 
 Include SIUs, CIUs, & other IUs discharging to the 

WWTP 
 Based on total number, average process flow, & other 

information 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worksheet 6.0 – Industrial Waste Contribution. This worksheet requests information on the numbers and types of industrial users that contribute wastestreams to the POTW as well as any instances of interference or pass through that the WWTP has experienced in the past three years. 
	
When the TCEQ pretreatment staff review Worksheet 6.0 of the permit application and find that the POTW is not receiving discharges from SIUs or CIUs, or other information to be considered, the staff will develop language for the contributing industries and pretreatment requirements section of the TPDES permit that we call Option 1.  




TPDES Domestic 
Permit  Application – 

Worksheet 6.0 

 Use water billing 
records or survey 
results in Table 1a 

 
 Be sure to enter “0” 

or “none” if there are 
no CIUs, SIUs,  non-
categorical, or Other 
IUs. 

 
 Do NOT enter “N/A” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Copy of the actual Domestic worksheet 6.0 – Industrial Waste Contribution Application Form, page 1.




TPDES Domestic 
Permit  Application – 

Worksheet 6 
(Page 2) 

 Include required 
information for all 
SIUs and CIUs in 
Number 3. 

 
 Provide as much 

detail as possible 
for Process 
Description. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Copy of the actual Domestic worksheet 6.0 – Industrial Waste Contribution Application Form, page 2.  Note that other IU’s are not included in No. 3.




TPDES Domestic 
Permit  Application – 

Worksheet 6 
(Page 3) 

 3c-e: Describe the 
product and 
process 

 
 3f: Describe any 

problems, i.e. 
interference or 
pass through 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Copy of the actual Domestic worksheet 6.0 – Industrial Waste Contribution Application Form, page 3.




 

 

 

TPDES Pretreatment Permit  

Options 1 and 2  



TPDES Pretreatment Permit Language 

 Option 1:  
 POTWs not required to have an approved 

pretreatment program 

 
 Option 2:  

 POTWs are required to conduct an industrial waste 
survey (IWS) and may be required to develop a 
pretreatment program. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





 
TPDES Pretreatment Option 1  

 

Permit Language Requirements 
 General and Specific Prohibitions 

40 CFR §403.5 
 Notification requirements 

 New introduction of pollutants 
 Changes in volume or character of pollutants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Contributing Industries and Pretreatment Requirements section of the TPDES permit will have pretreatment language based on the information in Worksheet 6.0.  Option 1 has the general and specific prohibitions.  The majority of POTW’s are in this category. As discussed earlier, the general and specific prohibitions are included in the Opt. 1 language.  In addition, the POTW must notify the TCEQ when there is a substantial change in the Industrial contribution to the POTW or anything that may impact the WWTP. 

No approved pretreatment program
No development of  a pretreatment program
No formal IU survey




 POTWs that are (or may) be required to develop 
pretreatment program 

 
 Activity No. 1 

• Submit an industrial User (IU) survey 
 

• Due within 60 days of issued permit 
 

• Based on results, TCEQ will determine if program 
development continues or terminates. 

TPDES Pretreatment Option 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When Option 2 is assigned to a TPDES permit, it will include a table to complete for the IU survey.



 
 
 
 

Industrial Users  
Identification and Survey 



Problems and Discharges to Consider 

Collection System: 
 Stoppages or Overflows?  
 Corrosion of lines?  
 

Wastewater Treatment Plant: 
 Exceeding permit discharge limits? 
 Biomonitoring failures? 
 Exceeding sludge criteria for its disposal method?  
 Unusual or noxious odors? 
 

Industrial users (IUs): 
 Excessive amounts of pollutants or hydraulic loads? 
 Excessive fats, oils or grease (FOG)? 
 Wastewater with a high or low pH? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
POTWs need to identify and to evaluate potential problems at the WWTP.  These problems include collection system stoppages and overflows, effluent violations, and sludge contamination. Once you identify the problem (e.g., high pollutant loadings, high flows, oil & grease, or pH extremes), the next step is to identify possible industrial sources.




How to Identify Industrial Users? 

 Water billing records 

 Applications for sewer service 

 Building permits 

 Property tax records 

 POTW collection system personnel 

 POTW treatment plant operator(s) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As mentioned earlier, to identify IU’s, one may begin by looking at water billing records, then these other records, as well as consulting with the City personnel.



 
How to Identify Industrial Users?  

 

 Business & Telephone directories 

 Chamber of commerce records 

 Economic Development Board records 

 Direct observation (drive-by) 

 Internet searches 
 Toxic Release Inventory www.epa.gov/TRI/ 
 Envirofacts www.epa.gov/enviro/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of resources you can use to identify industrial sources include water billing records, applications for sewer service, building permits, property tax records, POTW staff, business directories such as the Texas Manufacturer’s Directory, phone books, chamber of commerce records, drive-bys and the internet, such as the TRI and Envirofacts.
Wastewater collection personnel frequently know of problem dischargers
Associations (e.g. metal finishers, etc.)
Ask your currently permitted industries of any known competitors in the area, etc.
Contributions to the POTW may be from connections outside City limits.
Once you have exhausted these resources, you will have made a master list of industrial users located in the POTW’s service area 



Facility Types 

Commonly missed facilities:  

 Small metal plating facilities 

 Truck washing facilities 

 Facilities that don’t have categorical standards 
 Meat and Poultry Products (40 CFR 432) 
 Plastic Molding & Forming (40 CFR 463) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the common types of facilities that are overlooked are listed here. For example small metal plating facilities, or facilities that do not have categorical standards and facilities that might impact the collection system, not necessarily the POTW. For example, meat and poultry facilities do not have categorical standards. However, due to their high strength waste they may impact the POTW. Hospitals have cafeterias and possibly laundry facilities that could give you problems due to the volume of high-strength waste and wastewater.



Industrial User Survey 

Compile master list of potential IUs in service area 

 IUs with high water usage 

 IUs that might impact the POTW 

 Standard industrial classification (SIC) code 

 North America Industry Classification System 

(NAICS) codes 

 Compare categories 40 CFR Part 405-471 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The industrial user survey includes commercial users that are sources of any pollutants of concern, such as photo processers, dentists, and restaurants.  In order to determine if these facilities use and discharge process wastewater and obtain additional information about them, you will want to send out a questionnaire or survey form requesting this information.



Industrial User Survey 

 Survey each IU to collect information  

 Send a questionnaire 

 Conduct follow-up inspections & phone calls 

 Summarize data 

 Maintain and update IU list 

Industrial User Survey 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a follow-up to the survey form or to account for non-responders, you may need to make phone calls, site visits, and perform sampling in order to obtain all the information needed.  Once complete, you can compile the data and reference it to identify potential sources of problems at the POTW.

This is good for a City to do in case there is a local emergency and for permit renewal.



 
 
 
 

Categorical Industrial Users (CIUs) 
 

Discharging to POTWs without an 
approved pretreatment program 



CIUs discharging to POTWs without an 
approved TPDES pretreatment program 

 TCEQ is the Control Authority 
 
 Send semi-annual self-monitoring reports to: 

 TCEQ Stormwater & Pretreatment Team (MC-148) Water Quality 
Division 

 
 TCEQ’s guidance  

 Reporting Requirements for CIUs Discharging Wastewater to 
POTWs Without Approved Pretreatment Programs (RG-401) 

 www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/permitting/ 
wastewater/pretreatment/rg401.pdf 

 
 CIUs and the POTWs may be inspected by the 

TCEQ’s Pretreatment Compliance Investigators 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For those CIUs discharging to POTWs without an approved TPDES pretreatment program, the TCEQ is the Control authority.  

Reports need to be sent to:  TCEQ's Storm Water & Pretreatment Team (MC148) of the Water Quality Division.  

These reports are due in June and December each year.

CIUs and/or the POTWs may be inspected by the Pretreatment Compliance inspectors from the Dallas/Fort Worth or Houston Regional Offices.
Some of the report details for those CIUs discharging to POTWs without an approved TPDES pretreatment program are as follows:

Baseline monitoring report which includes the anticipated characteristics of the wastestream and flow information.
- Existing source - BMRs are due 180 days after the effective date of a categorical pretreatment standard or categorical determination decision
- New source - BMRs are due 90 days prior to discharging
Existing Source – the second report is due within 90 days of the date for final compliance with the categorical pretreatment standard (usually 3 years from promulgation date)
New Source - The 90 day report is due 90 days after commencement of discharge.  This report must include the actual characteristics of the wastestream and actual or estimated flow information for the 90 day period.



 
 
 
 

Pretreatment Program  
Development 



POTWs with: 
 Combined design flow of ≥ 5 MGD, and 

• Receive wastewater contributions from CIUs 

• Receive pollutants which cause pass through 

or interference at the WWTP 

 Program development required  by TCEQ 

 

Who Must Develop Pretreatment Program? 
40 CFR § 403.8 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based on the results of the formal survey, a City or municipality may be required to develop a pretreatment program.  The TCEQ may also require a pretreatment program in cases where a POTW is receiving industrial wastewater contribution that may be resulting in pass-through or interference, exceeding effluent limits in its discharge monitoring reports, or having repeated biomonitoring failures, for examples.



Pretreatment Program Elements 
40 CFR § 403.8 

 Legal Authority (ordinance) 

 Enforcement response plan and guide 

 Standard operating procedures 

 Adequate funding & resources 

 Local Limits 

 List of IUs, SIUs, CIUs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Legal Authority is the local law that mandates pretreatment, usually an ordinance for Cities.

The Enforcement response plan and guide, sometimes referred to as ERP/ERG, detail what specific enforcement actions a City will utilize for a particular noncompliance.  For example, INCLUDE EXAMPLE HERE. 

The SOP’s, are the procedures and forms utilized for issuing permits, conducting inspections, and sampling activities.

Adequate funding….

Local Limits….

IWS/Database




 

 

 

TPDES Pretreatment Permit  

Options 3 and 4 



TPDES Pretreatment Permit Language 

 Option 3:  
 POTWs within an approved pretreatment programs 
 With SIUs discharging to that specific WWTP 

 
 Option 4:  

 POTWs within an approved pretreatment  program  
 Without  SIUs discharging to that specific WWTP 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Option 3 WWTPs: 
 An approved TPDES pretreatment program 

 40 CFR Part 403 with Streamlining Rule requirements 

 Technically based local limits (TBLLs): 

 Reassessment certification of existing TBLLs  

 Notification to redevelop existing TBLLs 

 Either due 60 days after permit issuance 
 

TPDES Pretreatment Permit Language 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide outlines TPDES Pretreatment Option 3 and requirements.

Written certification of TBLLs reassessment is Form No. 20221 



Option 3 WWTPs: 
 Annual report - due a specific month 

 WWTP influent and effluent monitoring 

• 40 CFR Part 122 Appendix D & 30 TAC Chapter 307  

 List of SIUs in SNC and newspaper publication  

 Notification requirements 

 New introduction of pollutants 

 Changes in volume or character of pollutants 

 

TPDES Pretreatment Permit Language 



Option 4 WWTPs: 
 Covered under approved TPDES pretreatment program 

 Without SIUs in the service area of the covered plant 

 TBLLs still may be applicable  

 Influent/effluent sampling not required 

 Notification requirements still apply 

TPDES Pretreatment Permit Language 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TBLLS may applicable through the pretreatment ordinance, based on allocation method used.

Since the permit does not have influent/effluent sampling, the notification requirements are really important because industries may begin discharging during the permit term, and the notification usually comes through the annual report, for example.





TPDES Pretreatment Program 
Universe 

 73 Approved TPDES Pretreatment Programs 

 Includes  approximately 1,300 SIUs 

 150 WWTPs 

 160 municipalities 

 5 Developing Pretreatment Programs 

 34 CIUs – discharging to POTWs without an             

approved pretreatment program 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide reflects the status of the Pretreatment Program in Texas. Note that these are the number of CIUs are those known to the Commission at this time.



 
 
 
 
 

TPDES UPDATES 



TPDES Updates 
 Wastewater Potable Reuse 

 EPA’s Sufficiently Sensitive Methods Rule 

 EPA’s NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule 

 TCEQ’s Minimum Analytical Limits (MALs) 

  Revised TPDES Permit Applications 

 TPDES Permits and EPA Review 

 Hazardous Waste Notification 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide reflects the status of the Pretreatment Program in Texas. Note that these are the number of CIUs are those known to the Commission at this time.



Wastewater Potable Reuse Projects 

 Due to the drought and considering the future…  
 Cities have requested approval to send their 

wastewater effluent to their drinking water plant. 
 

Cities with projects on their way include: 
 City of Wichita Falls - Approved June 27, 2014! 
 City of Brownwood -  Approved pretreatment program 
 City of Big Spring  - No approved pretreatment program 
 City of Houston  - considering 
 El Paso Water Utilities Board - considering 



EPA published Final Rule on September 2, 

2014 

 Effective on September 18, 2014 

 Federal Register, Vol. 79, No. 160 

Compliance date is September 18, 2015 
 

Sufficiently Sensitive Methods Rule 



Purpose 
 
NPDES applicants and permittees must use EPA-
approved analytical methods … capable of 
detecting and measuring the pollutants at, or 
below, the applicable water quality criteria or permit 
limits.  The rule affects only chemical-specific 
methods; they do not apply to the Whole Effluent 
Toxicity (WET) methods or their use.  
 

Sufficiently Sensitive Methods Rule 



 Published on July 15, 2013  

 Requires electronic reporting of certain documents 

 Comments to EPA closed December 12, 2013 

 169 public comments received - 849  pages 

• 50% from government agencies 

• 42% from industrial sectors 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NPDES E-Reporting Proposed Rule 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On July 30, 2013, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published
the proposed National Pollutant Discharge Elimination system (NPDES) Electronic
Reporting Rule (e-Reporting) in the Federal Register. The rule proposes to replace
certain paper based NPDES permitting and compliance monitoring reporting
requirements with mandatory electronic reporting.

The 135-day public comment period for the proposed rule closed on December 12, 2013. EPA received 169 public comment submissions from a variety of stakeholder groups, which together totaled to 849 comment pages. The largest number of public comments (by comment pages) came from government agencies (50%) with industrial stakeholders contributing most of the remaining comments (42%).



NPDES E-Reporting Proposed Rule 

NPDES required data: 

 Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs)  

 General Permit reports (Notices of Intent to discharge)  

 Program reports (Pretreatment Program Annual Reports)  

 Semi-annual reports for CIUs in non-pretreatment POTWs. 

 Biosolids (Sludge) Program Annual Reports  

 Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) and Bypass Event Reports 

 
 

For more information:  
http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/proposed-npdes-electronic-reporting-rule 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





 Publish supplemental notice in the Federal 
Register in September 2014 for comment 
 Summarize key issues, clarify misunderstandings, 

and possible modifications to be considered 
 
Conducted weekly discussions with 

Environmental Council of States (ECOS) and 
Association of Clean Water Agencies (ACWA) 
technical workgroup 

 

NPDES E-Reporting Proposed Rule 



 On July 12, 2013 - EPA partially approved  

 The 2010 version of the Implementation Procedures (IPs)  
 New and or revised MALs were approved as part of this 

 Implementation began July 14, 2014  

 New MALs for additional pollutants were added  

 Some MALs were updated 

 Lowered due to EPA’s lowered Minimum Quantification 
Limits (MQLs) 

 Download 2010 IPs at:  
 https://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/ 

standards/WQ_stds 

 

Minimum Analytical Levels (MALs) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of July 12, 2013, the Minimum Analytical Levels (MALs) were approved, as part of the Implementation Procedures.

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/standards/WQ_stds
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/standards/WQ_stds


 Application Forms and Instructions revised July 2014 

 Posted on TCEQ’s website 

 Application forms have fillable fields 

 Revision include: 
 Analytical testing using new 2010 MALs and methods 
 Alkalinity testing required (all industrial & major municipal) 
 Industrial and Municipal Pretreatment Worksheet  
 Stormwater coverage questions - major facilities  

(Sector T) 

 

Revised TPDES Permit Applications 



 2003 MALs or previously authorized MALs in 
existing issued Industrial, Municipal, and 
Stormwater permits stay in effect until permit 
is renewed or amended. 

 
 Permits issued to POTWs with approved 

pretreatment programs use 2010 MALs after 
July 14, 2014.  
 

TPDES Permit Permits & MALs  



Hazardous Waste Notification 
40 CFR 403.12(p) 

 Office of the Inspector General is conducting an evaluation 

of hazardous waste (HW) discharges to and from POTWs.  

 Preliminary Research Phase conducted:   

• March 13 - July 23, 2013 

 Fieldwork Phase addresses:  

• Does EPA regulate HW discharges to and from POTWs?  

• Do POTWs monitor discharges for HW?  

• Has EPA taken actions to address discharges of HW to 

and from POTWs?  



Hazardous Waste Notification 
40 CFR 403.12(p) 

Data sets used for one POTW:  
 
 2011 TRI Waste Transfers to POTWs 
 
 DMR permit data in the DMR Pollutant Loading 

Tool 



IU and SIU 

State/EPA POTW 

Notifications 

POTW: Notify State/EPA of  HW (e.g., 
hazardous sludge, HW removed from 
collection system) 

IU: Notify POTW of HW 
discharges to the POTW 
 
 
POTW: Notify IU about HW 
reporting requirements  
 

IU: Notify State/EPA 
of HW discharges to 
the POTW 



Notification by IU [403.12(p)]  
• Written notification sent to: 

• Control Authority (approved program POTW) 
• TCEQ 

• Industrial and Hazardous Waste Permitting 
Section  

• 512-239-2335 or ihwper@tceq.texas.gov 
• EPA Region 6  

• Multimedia Planning and Permitting Division 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where should the notification be sent?
The regs state that it should be sent to:
POTWs are notified bc it directly affects them
TCEQ bc it somehow helps them in TPDES permit issuance
EPA bc they are supposed to develop a national database or tracking system of haz waste that is discharged to POTWs. 



POTW Notification to IU 

• Notify all IUs of applicable requirements 
under RCRA Subtitle C and D [40 CFR 
§403.8(f)(2)(iii)] 
 

• Notify SIUs of reporting requirements 



 
 
 
 

Training 
and 

Resources 



Pretreatment Training  

TCEQ – Pretreatment  
 www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pretreatment/t

raining_seminars.html  

 
EPA  
 Industrial User Permitting (Potential Fall 2014) 
 Production-based Standards 
 Combined Wastestream Formula 
 Best Management Practices 

 
 Pretreatment webcasts 

• www.epa.gov/npdes/training 
• Including archived presentations 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pretreatment/training_seminars.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pretreatment/training_seminars.html
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/training


EPA Guidance 
Recently updated: 

 Introduction to the National Pretreatment Program (2011) 

 Industrial User Permitting Guidance Manual (2012) 

Forthcoming: 

 Industrial User Permitting Guidance Manual Appendices 

 Production Based Standards & Combined Wastestream Formula 

 Guidance Manual for the Control of Wastes Hauled to Publicly 

Owned Treatment Works (1999) 

 Industrial User Inspection & Sampling Manual (1994) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a list of guidance documents that EPA is updating.  As you can see from the initial release dates, these haven’t been updated in a while, so we are all looking forward to the new versions. The Industrial User Permitting Guidance Manual will be updated to include guidance on the Combined Wastestream Formula and Production Based Standards. 



EPA Manuals  

Currently updating: 
 Procedures Manual for Reviewing a POTW 

Pretreatment Program Submission 
 
 Guidance Manual for POTW Pretreatment 

Program Development 



TPDES Pretreatment Program Contacts 

 Rebecca L. Villalba, Team Leader 

 Ryan Bucek 

 Zandra Castaneda 

 David James 

 Yamunalinie Pathmanathan 

 Adam Shumate 

 Santiago Velez-Garcia 

 M. A. Wallace 

 

Water Quality Division 
 

(512) 239-4671 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And, here are the Pretreatment Program Contacts at the TCEQ.








TCEQ Regional Contacts 

 
North Central and West Texas 
 Eric Agnew 
 Pretreatment Compliance Investigator 
 Fort Worth Office  
 (817) 588-5839 
 
Coastal and East Texas 
 Gary Fogarty 
 Pretreatment Compliance Investigator,  
 Houston Office  
 (713) 767-3654 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And, here are the Regional Pretreatment Program Contacts at the TCEQ.







Questions and Discussion? 

Thank You! 
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