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Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – President – Chuck Rivette
Mr. Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance and asked everyone to introduce themselves.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Legislative Overview – Christine Bergren – Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Permits Section Manager
Ms. Bergren provided an update on legislative issues.  In the 83rd Legislature Session, over 6,000 bills were filed.  The governor was sent a little over 1,400 bills.  The TCEQ tracked and analyzed about half of the 1,400 bills. The Waste Permits Division (WPD) tracked and analyzed 43 bills, a 100 percent increase from the previous session where 21 bills were tracked and analyzed. 
Following is the discussion regarding the two bills which will require rule making:
HB 7 pertains to the MSW disposal tipping fee.  Changes include:
The fee was reduced from $1.25 to $0.94 per ton; $0.40 to $0.30 for compacted cubic yards; and $0.25 to $0.19 for uncompacted cubic yards.  Overall this is a 25 percent decrease.  This reduction was implemented on June 14, 2013, and will apply to the entire FY 2013 4th quarter, beginning on June 1, 2013.  The 3rd quarter invoices will include an insert to inform facilities of these reduced fees.
The percentage of fees dedicated to MSW programs increased from 50 percent to 66 percent. 
The percentage of fees dedicated to the COG’s and their local and regional solid waste projects decreased from 50 percent to 33.3 percent.
Authority for using fee revenue for MSW remediation programs was included.  The Waste Permits Division is currently looking into criteria for setting up this program and methods of its implementation.  
The TCEQ is required to submit a biennial report to the Legislature, describing how the MSW tipping fee revenue was spent. 
The current fee exemption expanded from yard waste which is diverted from a landfill and composted, to include all source-separated diverted materials which are composted or mulched.  Also, any compost or mulch product that is produced at a composting and mulch processing facility that is used in the operation of the facility, or is disposed of in a landfill, is not exempt from the fee.
The TCEQ is in the process of updating forms and guidance documents affected by HB 7, including RG 289.
SB 819, related to SB 1258 which was filed in the 82nd Legislative Session, increased the population size of eligible counties and municipalities (primarily small towns in arid exempt areas) that could apply for the Nuisance and Abandoned Buildings program, from 10,000 to 12,000.
Fund 5000: The council held a discussion regarding this matter.  Ms. Ginny Lewis with the Texas Association of Regional Councils explained the appropriation process to the council.  She encouraged the council to work collectively with industry stakeholders to help the TCEQ with the justification for requesting additional appropriations because there is a need in local communities to receive these grants.  The council discussed addressing the topic at a future meeting and possibly make a recommendation to the TCEQ Commission for requesting additional funding from the Legislature.
Additional legislation: Mr. Rivette discussed three additional bills that would affect the Solid Waste industry: HB 2741 (related to overweight trucks fines); HB 788 (related to greenhouse gas emission permitting process); and HB 2148 (related to a fuel tax on compressed gas beginning September 1, 2013)
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – Section Manager
Ms. Bergren discussed the following topics:
1. Organizational/Staffing Updates:  Vacant positions in MSW Permits Section include one Professional Engineer, created when Gulay Aki was promoted to Team Leader, one Professional Geologist, created when Eric Beller was promoted to Team Leader in the Industrial and Hazardous Waste Section, and one Environmental Permit Specialist position as a result of an upcoming retirement.  Interviews have been conducted to fill some of these positions.  B&PS recently filled their Planner position with the hire of Charly Fritz.  
1. Completed Projects: Christine presented the data regarding the number of issued MSW authorizations for FY 2013.  She also indicated that the Section provided customer assistance for almost 1000 phone calls.
1. MSW Streamlining: On June 13, 2013, a roundtable discussion with industry and consultants occurred regarding the three major components of streamlining and efficiency projects currently being established in the MSW Section.  These initiatives should result in fewer NOD items and quicker processing times of applications and overall efficiency in the use of resources.  They are as follows:
· The development and revisions of the Part I form, which is scheduled to be implemented as a requirement on September 1, 2013.  
· The development and revision of the checklist for the following facility types: Type I, Type IAE, Type IV, Type IVAE and all Type V registrations.  The option to use this checklist is proposed to begin January 1, 2014.  
· The technical review elements will be implemented in two stages.  Partial implementation is proposed for March 1, 2014, with the full implementation proposed to begin on June 1, 2014.  Between March 1, 2014, and June 1, 2014, some outside assistance may be contracted to aid in some technical review elements, one example being modeling.   
1. Recycling Rate Study: A recycling rate survey process is being developed by representatives of trade and professional associations in the public sector organization.  This project committee is referred to as the Texas Recycling Data Initiative (TRDI), a subcommittee under the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR).  A Request for Proposal (RFP) for conducting a recycling survey was sent out in March of 2013.  Five responses were received and the proposals were presented in May of 2013.  The steering committee scoring team made an RFP selection and recommendation.  Any action taken will depend on securing funds to conduct the study.  TRDI has met with the vendor to start the discussion of securing funds.  An existing funding committee is developing recommendations and is considering options for funding the recycling study.  One of the funding options includes exploring funds from the participating stakeholders.  
1. Water Balance Cover Project: The collection of meteorological and solar radiation data taken from 50 weather stations has been reviewed.  It was determined that of the 50 weather stations, 24 of these met the criteria for correlating the collected data with the UNSAT-H model.  Six geological zones have been identified and mapped, each of these zones contains two landfills that will participate in the study by taking and submitting soil samples to a soil testing lab in Austin, Texas.  The soil sampling instructions have been sent to the landfill facilities by Dr. Kier.  The goal is to have 11 or 12 soil samples analyzed by an Austin soil testing lab; so far the lab has received 5 soil samples.  
1. Landfill Methane Outreach Program (LMOP) Conference (Matthew Udenenwu): TxSWANA along with USEPA and City of Garland sponsored the meeting.  Twelve speakers presented a variety of topics, including gas collection and landfill technologies, project financing, the current state of incentives such as carbon credits and the availability of other resources through LMOP to develop gas to energy projects.  It is anticipated by LMOP that approximately 50 landfill sites exist that could potentially participate in this program in the near future as technology improves and becomes more available to smaller landfills.
Expiring Terms – Steve Hutchinson–B&PS Section, WPD: 27 applications were received for the 8 vacant positions and are in the process of being reviewed. Council members will be appointed at the Commission agenda scheduled September 24, 2013.
The Economic Contribution of the Recycling Industry to the Houston-Galveston Region – David Yanke – SAIC Energy, Environment & Infrastructure, LLC: David Yanke presented a study that is expected to encourage investment in the recycling industry located in the thirteen counties that make up the HGAG region for the purpose of making the Houston-Galveston area more sustainable. A copy of the presentation slides is available on request.
Environmental Excellence Award Winner Videos – Devon Rayon – SBEA Division: Ms. Rayon presented four videos for the 2013 winners of the Environmental Excellence Award, which is the highest environmental honor given by the state.  She also indicated that the deadline for submitting applications for 2014 was October 4, 2013.
Approval of April 11, 2013, meeting highlights:  Motion to accept made by Mr. Holder, which was then seconded by the Honorable John Monaco.  The highlights were then accepted by the Council.
Public Comments:
Mr. Bobby Vickery inquired about the availability to review the 330 rule changes resulting from HB 7.  Christine stated that a rule leader had been identified but the start date to begin writing the rule changes had not been defined. 
Mr. Rivette identified the four terms that are expiring and thanked the council members for their service and time.
Meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 10, 2013.
