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Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – President – Chuck Rivette
Mr. Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance and asked everyone to introduce themselves.
Legislative Overview – Earl Lott – Waste Permits Division Director
Mr. Lott provided an update regarding reorganization within the Waste Permits Division (WPD).  The reason behind the reorganization was to match employee skillsets with the needs of the division.  The Industrial Hazardous Waste (IHW) Permits Section Manager position was vacated when Mr. Tanveer Anjum was transferred to the Technical Assistance group, as a Senior Technical Advisor to Earl.  Mr. Anjum will assist with information requests, rulemaking, coordinate with TCEQ Region Offices in regard to enforcement and compliance matters and will provide comments on federal rules and initiatives in addition to managing technical training for the Division.  The IHW Section Manager position was posted internally with the intention of filling it as expeditiously as possible.  The Business and Program Support (B&PS) Section, Section Manager is now Ms. Brandy Brooks.  Ms. Cynthia Scoggins was the previous Section Manager for B&PS but is now in Team II of the IHW Section working as an engineer.  The B&PS Team Leader position, which was vacated by Ms. Brooks, was posted with the intention of having the position filled within the next two months.  The Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Notification and Reports Team, which was headed by Ms. Diane Barnes, was dissolved and integrated into Team I and Team II of MSW Permits Section.  Ms. Barnes is now a Special Assistant to Ms. Christine Bergren.  The Agency has a new Intergovernmental Relations Director, Mr. Mark Harmon.  This position was previously held by Mr. Jim Harrison who has gone on to the Water Development Board to serve in a similar role.
Earl briefly discussed the rule packages going to Agenda for proposal on January 15, 2014.  The proposed rules will be published in the Texas Register on January 31, 2014, and will be available for public comment.  A public hearing has been tentatively scheduled for February 18, 2o14.  The comment period will end on March 3, 2014.  Final adoption for these rules will be presented to the commissioners once the comment period has ended.  The three rules discussed were:
HB 7 reduced the tipping fees for MSW disposal facilities and changed the allocation of funds between Fund 5000, which funds the Regional Solid Waste Grants Program, and Fund 549, which goes to the TCEQ to fund the MSW programs.
SB 819, pertaining to nuisance and abandoned buildings (Monofills), increased the population eligibility from 10,000 to 12,000 for cities in the arid areas of the state which receive less than 25 inches of annual rainfall.
HB 2694 moved the Surface Casing Program from TCEQ to the Railroad Commission (RRC)
The 2014 TCEQ Environmental Trade Fair & Conference is scheduled for May 6th and 7th at the Austin Convention Center.
A Water Balance Stakeholder meeting, related to the Water Balance Cover Design project, has been scheduled with Dr. Khire from North Carolina State University at the end of the May 6th Trade Fair.  The location is to be determined.  Mr. Rivette recommended that this topic be included in a future discussion in the MSWRRAC Agenda.
Earl discussed the cooperation between the TCEQ and the RRC in organizing 3-4 oil and gas workshops which are targeted towards local governments and communities on subject matters related to waste disposal and their regulatory requirements.  The workshops are scheduled for early spring.  Earl briefly discussed the increased coordination between TCEQ and the RRC in regard to authorizations needed for oil and gas waste management.  No discussions have been made between the two commissions in regard to MSW authorized facilities no longer requiring a Class I authorization for accepting oil and gas waste.
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – MSW Permits Section Manager
Christine provided additional details regarding the reorganization of MSW.  Ms. Barnes will continue to manage the MSW Annual Report project, which has recently become more efficient in part due to electronic reporting, and will address data integrity and the implementation of efficiency efforts within the section.  There is currently one vacant position in the Section, and - new staff members were introduced: Mr. Stu Goldsmith, a Senior Geologist who transferred from the Remediation Division; Mr. Michael Sofijczuk, an Environmental Scientist; and Ms. Elizabeth Lara, a Civil Engineer.
MSW Streamlining and Efficiency Project – Christine Bergren 
Christine provided an update on the MSW Streamlining and Efficiency project.  The three new/revised forms were published online on October 15, 2013.  The three forms are the revised Part I Form (TCEQ-0650), the new Permit/Registration Modification and Temporary Authorization Application Form (TCEQ-20650) and the new Type IX Landfill Gas to Energy Facility Registration by Rule Application Form (TCEQ-20651) form.  The application checklist for all facility types is being finalized and it is anticipated that the checklist will be finalized within the next 30 to 60 days.
Christine informed the council that the implementation phase, Phase II, of the MSW Streamlining and Efficiency Project will be discussed on day two of the 2014 TCEQ Environmental Trade Fair & Conference.  The statewide Water Balance Study project will also be discussed during the fair with the possibility of Dr. Khire conducting the lecture.
LFG Exceedance Notification Requirements – Christine Bergren
Christine provided follow-up information regarding the LFG exceedance notification requirements.  Specifically she mentioned the following questions in regards to the requirements of a landfill to provide notification when they have landfill gas above the regulatory limits.  Who is the Public?  What local officials must be notified?  What mode of notification is sufficient?  Christine’s effort to answer these questions relied on research and input from MSW staff and region investigators, past TCEQ guidance documents, preamble rule language, suggestions and guidance from past outgoing letters and correspondence from the MSW Permits Section regarding this issue, and notice practices from other portions of (30 TAC) Chapter 330 and Chapter 39.  Since Christine’s research was unable to find direct, clear and definitive answers or guidance regarding these questions, she acknowledged that this topic merits further discussion.
There was some corresponding discussion among the members that are responsible for running or consulting for landfills.  Potential methods discussed address the aforementioned questions, among others, include new guidance documents, rule changes, and/or modifications to potentially insufficient gas management plans.
Council of Government Municipal Solid Waste Grant Program Overview – Cheryl Mergo, Solid Waste Planner’s Association and Ginny Lewis, Texas Association of Regional Councils
Cheryl and Ginny provided an overview on the Councils of Government (COG) program.  The 24 COGs that participate in this program are members of the Texas Association of Regional Councils.  The COGs were established by statute in Local Government Code Chapter 391 to address problems and issues that cross (county and city) boundary lines.  Among those problems and issues mentioned include programs or services that address:  problems with growth and efficiency, homeland security training, operation of regional law enforcement academies, management of regional services for elderly and 911 services, workforce programs, regional transit and transportation planning, community and economic development, disaster recovery, and municipal solid waste and environmental planning including in some cases air quality and water planning.
The program that Ginny discussed in detail was the Regional Solid Waste Grants Program.  The program was established by statute in Chapter 361 of the Texas Solid Waste Disposal Act (Fund 5000).  As of last legislative session, 33% of revenue from tipping fees at landfills is to be allocated to municipal solid waste planning regions (COGs) according to a formula established by the TCEQ that takes in to account population, area, solid waste generation, and public health needs.  Previous to last legislative session, 50% of the revenue from tipping fees at landfills was going to the COGs.  Ginny mentioned that the revenue from tipping fees at landfills is not fully allocated every year.  The dedicated Fund 5000 balance has been growing every year.  Ginny mentioned that she supports recommending full allocation of the appropriated fund balance for its intended purposes including the Regional Solid Waste Grants Program.
The council discussed the fund appropriation issue at length with several members commenting on the recycling programs in which the funds are used in their representative communities and how significant the lack of the funds affect the ability for these programs to continue.  Mr. David Yanke requested that the council draft a recommendation for funding to be reinstated to previous levels or increased to address some of the key issues or problems addressed by the council.  Mr. Lott clarified that the TCEQ cannot increase its funding or the funding of the Regional Solid Waste Grants Program.  The only thing the TCEQ can do is make requests of the legislature based on recommendations.  At the close of the discussion regarding the issue, Mr Rivette asked Mr. Yanke to draft a recommendation in order for it to be presented to the council by the end of the meeting.
Overview of Topics and Trends from the International Solid Waste Association (ISWA) Congress  – Vance Kemler
Mr. Kemler presented an overview of the conference that he attended last year in Vienna, Austria.  The conference had a variety of speakers presenting topics such as landfill mining, new ideas in waste management, electronic end-of-life management, construction and demolition waste management, and landfills.  Mr. Kemler spoke highly of both the quality of the speakers and the variety of topics discussed.
Enhanced Leachate Recirculation Technology and Operations Update – Dr. Sahadat Hossain, Ph.D., P.E., University of Texas-Arlington
Dr. Hossain presented an overview of the enhanced leachate recirculation (ELR) technology and operations at the City of Denton Landfill.  Dr. Hossain and the University of Texas-Arlington have partnered with the City of Denton for this research.
Approval of October 10, 2013, Highlights
A motion to accept the meeting highlights was made by Mr. John Monaco, and seconded by Mr. Holly Holder.  The highlights were then accepted by the advisory council.  One acknowledged correction will change the prefix for Yvette Salinas from Mr. to Ms.
Public Comments
Ms. Maia Corbitt from the State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR) provided an update of the Texas Recycling Data Initiative (TRDI).
Mr. Yanke presented and made a motion to accept the advisory council’s recommendation in regard to appropriation of Fund 5000 to the TCEQ commissioners.  An amendment was added, at the request of Mr. Kemler, to add a statement to ensure that this recommendation was in support of the 2012 State Water Plan.  Mr. Yanke reread the advisory council’s recommendation including the additional language proposed by Mr. Kemler.  Mr. Pitts seconded the motion to accept.  Mr. Monaco proposed to table the recommendation until the next advisory council meeting.  No council member made a motion to second Mr. Monaco’s motion.  Mr. Rivette reminded the advisory council that the Mr. Yanke’s motion had already been seconded by Mr. Pitts.  The advisory council passed Mr. Yanke’s motion with Mr. Monaco being the only dissenter. 
Following is the approved recommendation:
“The Advisory Council respectfully requests that the Commissioners ask for a full appropriation of amounts collected in Fund 5000 during the next biennium (i.e. 84th Session) in their legislative appropriation request (LAR).
Secondly, we would request a straightforward and equitable methodology be developed to draw down Fund 5000 to address, in support of the 2012 State Water Plan, water quality, water conservation, and health & safety issues.  We would propose a work group (comprised of local government officials and TCEQ staff) be put in place to design this methodology, with the goal it be included in the upcoming legislative packet.”
Meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 10, 2014.
