Municipal Solid Waste Management & Resource Recovery Advisory Council
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, Room 201S, Austin, Texas
Thursday, April 10, 2014







Members Present
The Honorable Council Member Tim Davis
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Mr. Vance Kemler
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
The Honorable Mayor John Monaco 
Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette 
Mr. Mark Rose
Ms. Yvette Salinas 
Ms. Risa Weinberger

Members Absent
Mr. Terry Humphreys
Mr. John Nanny
Ms. Elena Quintanilla
Mr. George Russell
Mr. Leo Smith
Mr. Scott Trebus

Mr. David Yanke

TCEQ Staff
Mr. Matt Baker 
Ms. Diane Barnes 
Ms. Christine Bergren 
Ms. Michelle Havelka 
Mr. Earl Lott
Mr. Michael Talbert

Guests
Ms. Kelly Beck, DB Stephens & Associates
Ms. Maia Corbitt, State of Texas Alliance of Recycling (STAR)
Ms. Helen Gilbert, Attorney at Law, Austin, TX 
Mr. Troy Leitschuh, Progressive Waste Solutions
Ms. Ginny Lewis, Texas Association of Regional Councils
Mr. Mike Odin, CB&I
Mr. Scott Pasternak, Burns & McDonnell

Welcome and Introduction of Members and Guests – President – Chuck Rivette
Mr. Rivette welcomed everyone and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves.
Division Update – Earl Lott – Waste Permits Division Director
Earl discussed the organizational changes within the agency’s executive management, including the January appointment of former Executive Director Zak Covar to the vacant TCEQ Commissioner position.  Former Deputy Executive Director Richard Hyde was promoted to Executive Director, and former Special Counsel to the Executive Director Stephanie Bergeron Perdue was promoted to Deputy Executive Director.  The Waste Permits Division also had a few changes, including the promotion of Matt Baker to Special Assistant.  Former Industrial Hazardous Waste Section Manager Tanveer Anjum has moved to become Senior Technical Advisor.  His replacement as IHW Section Manager is Bob Patton.
Earl reminded the advisory council that the TCEQ Trade Fair is on May 6th and 7th.  Earl also noted that Dr. Miland Khire would be presenting his research regarding Water Balance Covers at a stakeholder meeting located at the Hilton Garden Inn in Austin from 3-5 p.m. on May 6th.  
Earl mentioned that he and Christine have been meeting with state senators and representatives in preparing for the upcoming legislative session.  Most of the interest so far has been on siting requirements for landfills.
Earl noted that the advisory council resolution to re-establish the COG grants program funding has been forwarded to executive management and it has been approved to be placed in the legislative appropriations reports.  Those reports will have an opportunity to be passed by the commissioners at agenda in August.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Earl discussed some issues regarding waste disposal at oil and gas sites.  In particular he talked about disposal of waste generated at drilling site “man camps” as well as the effort to establish outreach with local and elected officials to help them clarify some jurisdictional issues between the TCEQ and the Railroad Commission of Texas.
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – MSW Permits Section Manager
Christine discussed the organizational changes and vacancies in the MSW Permits Section.  Christine mentioned that the agency has decided not to post the staff organizational chart to the TCEQ website, as requested, but an up-to-date copy can be obtained by contacting Ms. Diane Barnes.
Christine mentioned the water balance cover study.  She said that we are approaching several significant milestones associated with that project.  She repeated the information for Dr. Khire’s presentation about the project as well mentioned that he will be a speaker at the Trade Fair.  She discussed more specifically the topics for the MSW track at the trade fair.  The MSW track will be on May 7th, day two of the trade fair, and in addition to Dr. Khire’s presentation about the water balance cover study, it will include presentations about the MSW efficiency project, groundwater reporting requirements for MSW facilities, and development over closed landfills (Subchapter T).
Christine also mentioned the current workload for the MSW Permits Section.  There are currently 5 new permit applications, 8 major amendments, 9 limited scope amendments, and 12 registrations.  The largest increase is in registrations; in particular, registrations for medical waste.
Disaster Debris Mangement – Michelle Havelka – Assistant Homeland Security Coordinator, TCEQ Critical Infrastructure Division 
Michelle gave a presentation about disaster debris management.  She discussed regulatory guidance document, RG-518, which has information and instructions about managing debris from declared disasters as well as where to find the information on the TCEQ website regarding specific ongoing or recent disasters.
Texas Recycling Data Initiative – Maia Corbitt – Executive Director, State of Texas Alliance for Recycling (STAR)
Maia provided an update on the Texas Recycling Data Initiative.  She presented a brief history and the current status of the project.  She outlined the upcoming project tasks, including conducting the survey, compiling the data, analyzing the data, and preparing the report.  The draft report is projected to be completed by December 2014.
Operation Green Fence – Chuck Rivette, P.E. – Advisory Council President 
Chuck discussed Operation Green Fence, which is an initiative that started in 2013 to limit the amount of contamination in recyclable materials being shipped overseas to China.  He mentioned that it has affected the markets for recyclable materials both domestically and abroad, creating a trickle-down economic effect for all of the private and public recycling programs across the country.
Resolution – Chuck Rivette, P.E. – Advisory Council President
Chuck mentioned that this topic was discussed earlier during Earl’s Division Update.
Approval of January 10, 2014 Highlights
A motion to accept the meeting highlights was made by Mayor Monaco, and seconded by Mr. Pitts.  The highlights were then accepted by the advisory council.
Public Comments
There were no public comments.
The next meeting is scheduled for July 10th, 2014.
