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Members Present
Mr. Vance Kemler 
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder 
Mr. Charles “Chuck” Rivette 
Ms. Heather Douglas
Ms. Cheryl Mergo
Mr. Kevin Martinolich
Mr. Jim Wolverton
Mr. Leo Smith
Mr. Maurice Pitts, Jr.
Mr. Jeffrey Mayfield
Mr. Scott Trebus
Mr. David S. Yanke


Members Absent
Mr. Tim Davis
Ms. Yvette Salinas
Ms. Risa Weinberger
TCEQ Staff
Mr. Earl Lott
Mr. Chance Goodin
Mr. Michael Sofijczuk
Ms. Diane Barnes
Mr. David Greer
Ms. Shannon Herriott

Guests
Mr. Scott Graves, GeoSyntec, Austin
Ms. Leigh Ing, Republic Services
Ms. Lara Garey, Cook-Joyce, Inc., Austin
Ms. Maia Corbitt, Booth, Ahrens & Werkenthin, Austin
Mr. Bobby Vickery, Texas Environmental Training and Compliance, Dallas
Mr. Larry Laine, TDS, Creedmoor
Mr. Scott Pasternak, Burns and McDonnell, Austin
Mr. Richard McHale, City of Austin
Mr. Michael Oden, Chicago Bridge & Iron Company, Dallas
Welcoming and Introduction of Members and Guests – Mr. Vance Kemler, Council President:  
Mr. Kemler welcomed the new members and guests and asked everyone in attendance to introduce themselves. Mr. Rivette nominated Holly Holder for vice president, Mr. Pitts seconded. Holly accepted.


TCEQ Waste Permits Division Update – Mr Earl Lott, Division Director and Mr. Chance Goodin, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Section Manager
Earl provided some general updates on the Division
Division is currently soliciting nominations for 3 vacant council positions. 
Several MSW permits are in contested case hearing process.
Commission recently adopted rules due to a new law (SB 709, 84th Legislative Session) related to the comment requirements of the contested case hearing process.
On December 10th, the Commission approved publication of proposed medical waste rules due to a new law (HB 2244, 84th Legislative Session).
Chance provided general updates on MSW Section:
An environmental permit specialist vacancy is in the process of being filled. 
Forms and checklists continue to be developed to streamline the application review processes. Several have been published and are available on the TCEQ website
2016 goals: Continue streamlining review processes, development of an internal Technical Forum to assist with staff succession planning.
FY 2014 Annual Report was distributed to council members and discussed.
General Discussion
Discussion prompted by Mr. Holder about the accuracy of GIS data available from the website. It was noted that the data is maintained by Information Resources.
Mr. Rivette prompted discussion about the possibility of improving the usability of the Annual Report. He suggested an Agenda Item for the Council to address making the Annual Report more useful to users.
Update on Medical Waste Rule Project (HB 2244) – Mr. Earl Lott
[bookmark: OpenAt]Proposal of new Chapter 326.
Proposed Rules will be published in Texas Register 12/25/2015 and comment period will be open until 2/8/2016.
Public hearing scheduled for 1/25/2016 and proposed adoption of rules scheduled for 4/27/2016 Commissioner’s Agenda.
Earl and Chance summarized the main rule changes.
For more info see https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/waste_permits/advgroups/med-waste.html
Update on Study on the Economic Impacts of Recycling – Mr. David Greer, TCEQ Environmental Assistance Division 
Summarized requirements of the new law (HB 2763, 84th Legislative Session).
Highlighted concern voiced in stakeholder meeting that confidentiality be protected with regards to data gathering.
Currently soliciting a 3rd party to conduct the study. Solicitation for proposal was published 12/6/2015. Request for Proposal deadline extended to 12/18/2015.
For more info see https://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/recycle/study-on-the-economic-impacts-of-recycling
Water Balance Cover Project – Vance Kemler
TxSWANA is currently reviewing latest draft received in November with the goal of finalizing the project in January. 
Earl indicates a stakeholder meeting may be held at the end of January.
Approval of July Meeting Highlights:
A motion to accept the July 9, 2015 meeting highlights was made by Mr. Yanke and seconded by Mr. Pitts.
Next Meeting:
The next meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2016. 
Dates proposed for 2016 meetings: February 11, April 8, July 14 and October 13.
