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Welcome and Introduction of Members – President – Chuck Rivette
President Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance.  He went on to present the highlights from the July 21st meeting and after members noted necessary minor changes, John Nanny motioned the highlights be accepted; the motion was seconded by Holly Holder.   
Waste Permits Division Update – Earl Lott – Division Director
Division Director, Earl Lott, updated council members of various staff changes at the Agency. Mr. Lott went on to report that the Waste Permits Division had been inundated with calls regarding waste disposal that has increased significantly since the fires in and around the Bastrop area.   He also reported that there is one geologist position to be filled in the MSW program.  Mr. Lott also reported that solicitations for nominations have gone out for the 6 expiring seats on the Council.  The candidate’s forms are being forwarded to the Commissioners and should go on to Agenda in the Fall.  
MSW Section Update – Christine Bergren – Section Manager
Ms. Bergren explained that even though the Waste Permit area is not a first responder for the wild fires that are burning, they have played a significant role in assisting the Agency in their efforts to control debris management.  Ms. Bergren presented an on-line tutorial of the forms and information available to help with disposal of ash, debris, and animal carcasses. The information is on the MSW Waste Permits page of the TCEQ website.  Discussion followed.
Ms. Bergren went on to give an update on the 1258 rule package: Nuisance and Abandoned Building legislation.  She reported that the rule itself is in the process of being developed as a draft rule.  A workshop was held in Paducah, TX  so that the team could meet with West Texas community leaders that would be most affected by the rule.  She reported that an application form has been developed.  Ms. Bergren expects the rule package to go to Agenda in February. Adoption of the rules will be expected in July with adoption in August. 
TCEQ Division Director Introduction–Mike Wilson, P.E., Air Permits Division Director
Mr. Wilson gave an overview of the changes that have occurred in the Air Permits Division, including the retirement of John Edwards.  Mr. Edwards was the liaison for Air Permits and Waste Permits.  The new liaison is Sherrie McGowan.  Discussion followed. 
Proposed Medical Waste Rule Revisions – Selin Hoboy – Stericycle
Ms. Hoboy’s presentation regarded Stericycle’s case that the regulations for regulated medical waste (RMW) be given its own set of regulations apart from the regulations for municipal solid waste (MSW).   Stericycle would like to present this proposal to the Commissioners. President Rivette pointed out that opening regulations for changes is a monumental task.  Ms. Hoboy stressed that less regulatory scrutiny or the elimination of or relaxing of the regulations is not the aim of the proposal.  Discussion followed.  Member, John Monaco, suggested that the discussion be brought up at the next meeting so that the Council members could do research on the subject.  This topic will be discussed again at the next meeting.  This interesting discussion can be viewed on the website. 
MSW Annual Report: Electronic Reporting – Christine Bergren – MSW – Section Manager

Ms. Bergren presented the 2010 Annual Report.  She noted to Council that the disposed waste per capita was down this year.  President Rivette commented that the rate is the lowest since 1990.  Ms. Bergren went on to point out other interesting statistics from the report.  Ms. Bergren also related that Texas landfills have sixty years of capacity left at this point.  Dr. Clark asked how the recycled material figure of 33.8% is accounted for in the chart on page 15 of the report.  Ms. Bergren will reply to that question at the next meeting.  Ms. Bergren said that there will be a state recycling study done in the near future and with further study she could answer the question more accurately.  Ms. Bergren reported that electronic reporting feature will be up by the first of November but it will not have all the components in place for complete reporting.  Paper reporting will still be accepted.  There will be multiple forms available on line.   She went on to say that the deadlines for reporting numbers for this past year will be early January.  Ms. Bergren also said that quarterly reports are due by December 20th.  Those reporting will need to set up a STEERS account to report electronically, but paper reporting is still being accepted.  Notices will be mailed regarding electronic reporting availability. 
Recycling Rate Discussion – Earl Lott – Waste Permits Division Director
Mr. Lott reported that the resolution of July 22nd to the Commissioners had passed and went on to outline to the members what the Waste Permits Division along with the Small Business Division’s roles will be.  Ms. Maia Corbett presented what her committee came up with regarding what and how to count the recycling data.   A long discussion followed, and, due to the complexity of the information it is recommended that the discussion be viewed on the website: 
http://www.texasadmin.com/cgi-bin/texas/tceq_view.cgi?name=TCEQ_AG100611&part=2
Food Waste Compost - Compost Advisory Council Update – Mark Rose 
Mr. Rose talked about and showed slides from past Compost Camps and invited everyone to attend the upcoming Camp.  There was lengthy discussion regarding food waste composting that included operational issues.  Mr. Rose reported that the composting food waste in Texas does not make economic sense and the composting regulations need to be modified to address food waste composting issues.  Discussion followed. 
Council member, Tom Brown, raised the issue of illegal shingle dumping becoming a serious problem and asked that the subject be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

There were no public comments. 
 After a vote by a show of hands, it was decided that the next MSW Advisory Council meeting will be held on January 5, 2012.
President Rivette adjourned the meeting. 
Please note due to the complexity of the topics discussed, archived webcasts may also be available.  To request additional information, please contact Mr. Steve Hutchinson, Waste Permits Division, at shutchin@tceq.state.tx.us , 512/239-6716.  Thank you.
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