



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Municipal Solid Waste Management and

Resource Recovery Advisory Council (Council)

TCEQ Complex, Building E, Room 201S, Austin, Texas

October 7, 2010
MEMBERS PRESENT

Mr. Jaime Alvarez

Mr. Tom Brown
Mr. Hector Chavez
Dr. H. C. Clark

Mr. Donald Hatcher
Mr. Robert “Holly” Holder
Mr. John Nanny

Mr. Paul Polasek
Ms. Elena Quintanilla

Mr. Charles (Chuck” Rivette 

Mr. David Stephens
Mr. David Yanke

MEMBERS ABSENT

Ms. Shirley Blanton

Mr. Terry Humphreys

The Honorable John Monaco
Mr. Frank Reilly

Mr. Mark Rose

DIVISION SUPPORT TEAM

Mr. Steve Hutchinson – Waste Permits Division 
Ms. Sheila Nichols - Waste Permits Division 


TCEQ STAFF

 Dr. Richard Carmichael
 Ms. Lynne Haase

 Mr. Terry Thompson
Ms. Shannon Herriott

Ms. Cynthia Scoggins
GUESTS 
Reid Matthews – Golder Associates, Inc. – Houston, Tx
Laura Garey TETC, Cedar Park, TX 

Joel Miller – Joel Miller – HDR Engineering – Austin, TX

Robert Vickery – TETC – Frost, TX
Heather Lehrmann – Waste Management – Houston, TX 

Lisa Anderson – Austin, TX

Alan Watts – What Goes Around, Inc. – Austin, TX 

Scott Graves – Geosyntec  Consultants – Austin, TX 

Bob Larson – TSU-SM;  Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation District (BSEACD);  Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee (PPAC) Austin, TX 

Maia Corbitt – State of TX Alliance for Recycling (STAR) – Austin, TX 

Welcome and Introduction of Members – President - Chuck Rivette
President Rivette welcomed everyone in attendance.  President Rivette introduced new member, Linda Koop, Councilmember, City of Dallas, District 11.  Ms. Koop gave a brief summary of her experience and her interest in the Advisory Council.   Elena Quintanilla motioned to approve the July 22nd meeting highlights and Donald Hatcher seconded the motion.  
Advisory Council Update – Steve Hutchinson – Waste Permits Division

Steve proposed meeting dates of January 13, April 14, July 21, and October 6 for the 2011 Council meetings.  Mr. Rivette suggested to members that they check their calendars for conflicts in schedules.
Steve announced that with Ms. Koop’s appointment, the membership is full at this time.  He went on to report that some appointments will expire in September of 2011:  Shirley Blanton, Donald Hatcher, John Nanny & David Stephens.  Steve went on to say that he will send out the Requests for Nominations in Spring 2011. 

Waste Permits Division Update – Earl Lott – Division Director
Mr. Lott reported that the division has been very busy with Sunset Committee requests and TCEQ’s representative will give an update on the progress during the afternoon portion of the meeting.  Mr. Lott also reported that the division is busy preparing for the 2011 legislative session.  He expects new bills regarding television and mercury thermostat switch take backs.
Mr. Lott went on to report that he attended an EPA meeting in Dallas regarding coal combustion by-products.  Texas has a 60% recycle rate.  Discussion followed.  President Rivette requested that Steve Hutchinson ask a representative to speak regarding upcoming legislation at the January meeting.  Tom Brown expressed his concerns regarding the possible passing of the bottle bill.  
MSW Section Update – Dr. Richard Carmichael – Section Manager  
Dr. Carmichael reported that the section has lost a staff engineer; Deba Dutta moved on to the Dam Safety area of TCEQ. Dr. Carmichael also reported that three staff members will be attending “Compost Camp” and one other staff member will be presenting at the training.  He went on to report that the annual surveys had been mailed to all facilities in order to compile the MSW Annual Report.  Dr. Carmichael encouraged everyone to complete the survey and return it to TCEQ.  Dr. Carmichael said that the plan for next year is to process the surveys completely electronically. Dr. Carmichael also reported on the status of the guidance document for landfill covers.  He expects a final draft to be completed by the end of October, 2011.  Interesting discussion followed.
President Rivette reported that he had been attending meetings of the Pollution Prevention Advisory Committee (PPAC) and shared some highlights from those meetings since Bob Larson could not attend today’s meeting.  He related two websites related to PPAC:  www.renewtx.org and http://www5.tceq.state.tx.us/rtol/    He said that the PPAC meets quarterly and urged members to attend their meetings.  President Rivette said that he had asked Shannon Herriott of the Small Business office to explain the “First Choice List”.  PPAC has agreed to make a recommendation to the Commissioners to add items to the list. The recommendation would be for the Comptroller, who manages the list.  

Update on Current Rulemaking, MSW Licensing Rules - Terry Thompson – Permitting and Registration Support Division – 
Mr. Thompson reported that the licensing rule package was published in the Texas Register and comments were accepted between August 13 and September 13.  Five comments were received and his group is finalizing responses to the comments.  The rules will go to agenda on December 14, 2010 and could be effective on January 5, 2011.  He stated that the comments were related to: webinars, the MOLO course, reinstatement of the provisional licenses, and specialized training.  Some comments made thought the rules were good.  A question and answer period followed.
STAR Recycling Conference Update and COG Recycling Projects – Ken May – Waste Permits Division
Mr. May gave a glowing report about the conference.  Mr. May related that the “RENEW” program, a TCEQ website, was a very good presentation and it relayed information about the resource exchange network.  The network is an online data base for recyclers to exchange materials.  Over 11,000 tons of material has been exchanged saving over $4.6 million in recycling fees.  Mr. May reported that the program has generated $5.6 million for economic development. This website address was noted earlier in the highlights:  www.renewtx.org
Alan Watts with What Goes Around, Inc., represented himself and explained his proposal to amend Section 361.119 of the Texas Health and Safety Code  that directed the TCEQ to adopt rules to “ensure that a solid waste processing facility is regulated as a solid waste facility under this chapter and is not allowed to operate unregulated as a recycling facility.” A handout addressing this issue was made available to council members.  Lengthy discussion followed and, due to the complexity, it is advised it be viewed on the TCEQ website:  http://www.texasadmin.com/tceqs.shtml
Texas Environmental Excellence Awards – Ms. Dana Macomb – Small Business and Environmental Assistance Division 

Ms. Macomb explained that TCEQ coordinates this program on behalf of the governor’s office and honors businesses, organizations, and individuals for environmental successes.  She explained that their mission is to recognize innovation and encourage others and promote the goals of the agency.  Ms. Macomb stated that the categories have been revised and can be viewed, along with the names of winners at:  www.teea.org    Ms. Macomb said that applications for the award are due in mid October every year.  A banquet for the winners will be held on Wednesday night of the Trade Fair, May 4, 2011.  She stated that all money for the banquet comes from Trade Fair exhibitors’ fees.
Pharmaceutical Survey Results – Ms. Shannon Herriott – Small Business and Environmental Assistance Division
Ms. Herriott explained that her position as work lead for Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program led to her service  as a member of the study group. The study was mandated by Senate Bill 1757 to look at pharmaceutical disposal in wastewater.  A report was drafted from responses to a survey and is now complete and under management review with the Office of Water.   The report is due to legislators on December 14, 2010.  The 440 page report will be published on the TCEQ website.  President Rivette asked Steve Hutchinson to send him the link to the report when it is published.   Discussion followed.  

Sunset Commission Update – Ms. Jennifer Sidnell – Executive Director Executive Assistant 
Ms. Sidnell gave an overview of the Sunset Advisory Commission’s Review of TCEQ.  The review is a statutorily required assessment by the Sunset Commission on the continuing need for a state agency to exist.  The review provides the Legislature an opportunity to review the agency’s operations and determine what changes are necessary to the agency’s mission and operations.  Ms. Sidnell presented slides that explained the entire process.  Ms. Sidnell reported that on December 15 and 16, 2010 the Sunset Advisory Commissioners will conduct public hearings addressing their review of the TCEQ.  The report will be published on their website:  http://www.sunset.state.tx.us/       On January 12, 2011 the Sunset Advisory Commissioners will meet to adopt statutory and management recommendations for TCEQ.  Public participation is accepted on their website or by mail.  Discussion/comments followed the presentation. 
Public Comments:    
There were no comments from the public.  President Rivette talked about the suggestion to notify the Commissioners of interesting discussions that might be of interest to them.   He suggested that that an informal notification from him on behalf of the Council could be sent instead of a formal resolution.  Dr. Clark suggested that the STAR presentation and the ensuing discussion could be of interest to the Commissioners.  
President Rivette asked if there were any topics that they would like to have on the agenda at the next meeting. Suggestions were:  Composting:  status, number of facilities, food waste, STAR – recycling reporting, and the bottle bill. President Rivette adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p.m. 
Please note due to the complexity of the topics discussed, archived webcasts may also be available.  To request additional information, please contact Mr. Steve Hutchinson, Waste Permits Division, at shutchin@tceq.state.tx.us , 512/239-6716.  Thank you.
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