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SUBCHAPTER I: WATER QUALITY IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE BARTON CREEK WATERSHED AND THE ONION CREEK WATERSHED

§§311.91 - 311.96
§311.91. Definitions.

The following words and terms have the following meanings in this subchapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.



(1) Edwards Aquifer recharge zone -- Generally, that area where the stratigraphic units constituting the Edwards Aquifer crop out, including the outcrops of other geologic formations in proximity to the Edwards Aquifer, where caves, sinkholes, faults, fractures, or other permeable features would create a potential for recharge of surface waters into the Edwards Aquifer, as defined in §213.3(27) of this title (relating to Definitions). The recharge zone is identified as that area designated as such on official maps located in the agency's central office and in the appropriate regional office.




(2) Contributing zone within the transition zone - The area or watershed where runoff from precipitation flows downgradient to the recharge zone of the Edwards Aquifer, as defined in § 213.22(3) of this title (relating to Definitions). The contributing zone within the transition zone is depicted in detail on the official recharge and transition zones maps of the agency as provided for in §213.3 of this title (relating to Definitions).




(3) Barton Creek Watershed - The main stem and tributaries of Barton Creek from its headwaters in Hays County to its confluence with Lady Bird Lake (formerly known as Town Lake) in Travis County.


(4) Barton Creek Water Quality Area - Those portions of the Barton Creek Watershed upstream of the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone. 



(5) Onion Creek Watershed - The main stem and tributaries of Onion Creek from its headwaters in Blanco County to its confluence with the Colorado River in Travis County.


(6) Onion Creek Water Quality Area - Those portions of the Onion Creek Watershed upstream of the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone and the contributing zone within the transition zone.

§311.92. Scope.


This subchapter applies to all wastewater discharges into water in the state in the Barton Creek Water Quality Area and the Onion Creek Water Quality Area.
§311.93. Industrial Wastewater and Storm Water Discharges into Water in the State in the Barton Creek Water Quality Area or the Onion Creek Water Quality Area.


An application to discharge industrial wastewater or storm water according to this subchapter will be evaluated using the best professional judgment of the executive director's staff, considering factors such as: volume, potential pollutants, available treatment technology, and proximity of the outfall to recharge features.

§311.94. Domestic Wastewater Discharges into Water in the State in the Barton Creek Water Quality Area or the Onion Creek Water Quality Area.


(a) All domestic wastewater treatment facilities that receive a permit for a new or expanded facility after September 1, 2010 that authorize continuous discharges into water in the state in the Barton Creek Water Quality Area or the Onion Creek Water Quality Area must meet the effluent limitations set forth in Chapter 309 of this title (relating Domestic Wastewater Effluent Limitation and Plant Siting).


(b) All domestic wastewater treatment facilities that receive a permit for a new or expanded facility after September 1, 2010 that authorize continuous discharges into water in the state in the Barton Creek Water Quality Area or the Onion Creek Water Quality Area must also meet the effluent limitations set forth in Figure §311.93:
Figure §311.93(a).
	Effluent Concentration Limitations

in milligrams per liter unless otherwise stated

	 
	30-Day

Average
	7-Day

Average
	Daily

Maximum
	Single Grab
	Minimum

	CBOD5 
	5
	10
	20
	30
	NA

	TSS 
	5
	10
	20
	30
	NA

	DO 
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	5.0

	Ammonia- Nitrogen 
	2
	5
	10
	15
	NA

	Total Nitrogen
	6
	N/A
	NA
	NA
	NA

	Phosphorus 
	0.1
	N/A
	NA
	NA
	NA

	Chlorine*
	NA
	NA
	NA
	0.1
	NA

	* If using a chlorine disinfection system. Measurement to be taken after dechlorination.


(b) The executive director may increase the concentration of certain effluent limits designated in Figure 30 TAC §311.93(a) of this title (relating to Effluent Concentration Limitations) if additional measures are included in a permit to protect the water quality in the Barton Creek Water Quality Area or the Onion Creek Water Quality Area. Additional measures include, but are not limited to, the use of:

(1) reclaimed wastewater under Chapter 210 of this title (relating to Use of Reclaimed Water);
(2)  upset lagoons that will capture the discharge for retreatment in the event of an equipment malfunction that causes an exceedence of effluent limits; and
(3) land application as a primary method of wastewater disposal, discharging wastewater on an intermittent basis and/or during times when the receiving stream is meeting specific flow conditions. 

§311.95. Operator Requirements.


(a) A permittee shall ensure that a domestic wastewater treatment facility discharging according to this subchapter is operated by a chief operator holding a valid Class A, B, or C wastewater operator license as defined in Chapter 30 of this title (relating to Occupational Licenses and Registrations). 


(b) A permittee shall ensure that all wastewater operators have been trained to operate the specific treatment system for which they have responsibility. 

§311.96. More Stringent Requirements.

The executive director may impose more stringent requirements in a wastewater permit than those specified in this subchapter if necessary to achieve or maintain the desired water quality. 

