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Welcome and Introductions – Chris Linendoll, Wastewater Permitting Section Manager 
• The annual Water Quality Seminar will be held September 11th and 12th at the Austin Marriott North 

hotel in Round Rock, Texas.  Details about registration should be posted on the TCEQ website soon.   
 
Update on Proposed Chapter 217 Design Criteria – Louis C. Herrin, III 

• Timeline for Chapter 217 
  •August 6, 2008 – Adoption 
  •September 1, 2008 – Rule in effect 
  •March 1, 2009 – No plans and specs under 317 

• Ask for variance after 9/1/08 for 317 if rule is adopted on August 6 
Chapter 217 changes: 
• Subchapter A – Administrative Provisions 

 Grandfathers existing facilities to rule in place at time of facility’s construction and 
original plans and specs approval 

 Require operation and maintenance manual to be developed as part of facility’s design 
• Subchapter B – Design Bases 

 Draft criteria provides clearer description of requirement for back-up power 
• Subchapter C – Conventional Collection Systems 

 Gravity Pipes 
 Lift stations and force main 
 Reclaimed water and irrigation facilities 

• Subchapter D – Alternative Sewer Collection Systems 
 Vacuum system 
 Pressure sewers 
 Small diameter variable grade sewer 

• Subchapter E – Preliminary Treatment Units 
 Requires flow measurement at all facilities and provides for more detailed design 

requirements regarding flow measurement 
• Subchapter F – Activated sludge 

 Provides design criteria for SBR and MBR 
 Draft criteria requires multiple basins and clarifiers for flows greater than 

400,000gpd 
• Subchapter G – Fixed Film Filtration 

 Provides design engineer with better guidelines for design of filters and fixed film 
reactors 

• Subchapter H – Natural System 
 More flexibility in the design of wetlands systems  
 Add greater flexibility for liner installations 
 Criteria for evaporative pond systems 

• Subchapter J – Sludge 
 Requires sludge storage for all facilities and provides design criteria for sludge storage 

• Subchapters K & L – Disinfection 
 Provides criteria for sulfur dioxide dechlorination systems, for sodium hypochlorite and 

sodium bisulfite disinfection 
 Updates design criteria for ultraviolet light disinfection 

• Subchapter M – Safety 
 Safety audit 



 Job hazard analysis and protective equipment lists 
 

Status of Ms4 Phase II Implementation – Kim Wilson 
• Currently working through 371 SWMPs and NOIs 
• Staff has received 42 waiver options 
• Targeting end of August to have them all reviewed 
• Staff working on spelling out measurable goals for minimum control measure 
• Field operations will be looking to see that everyone has submitted NOI and sent in annual report 

 
Update on Renewal of CAFO General Permit – Laurie Fleet 

• General Permit expires July 2009 
• Held stakeholder meeting in March 
• Staff received stakeholder input as well as Field Operations and other TCEQ staff 
• Draft permit is currently going through management briefings 
• EPA will have 90 day review period 
• There are 750 CAFOs under General Permit 

 
Update on Revisions to the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards – Dr. Jim Davenport (Handout #1) 

• Water Quality Standards Advisory workgroup – Four day long sessions in 2007 
• Last workgroup meeting on May 5, 2008 
• Draft will soon be sent to the workgroup 
• Key issues 

 Site-specific uses and criteria 
 Bacteria 
 Nutrient criteria 
 Toxics 
 Biomonitoring/WET 
 Implementation procedures 

• Site-Specific Uses and Criteria 
 Classified water bodies – Appendix A 

o Site-specific info 
o UAAs 
o Category 5b – impaired waters – 303(d) list 
o EPA approval 

 Designated Uses 
o Aquatic life/recreation, seagrass, public water supply 

 Criteria 
o DO, total dissolved solids, chloride, sulfate, pH, temp, bacteria 

 Appendix D – Small unclassified streams 
o Reviewed studies 10/01/99 to present 
o 2nd RWA 

 Perennial water body 
 Use & criteria lower than the presumption 
 EPA approval 

o Adding approximately 50 additional water bodies 
• Bacteria – Revise definitions – Expand subcategories 

 Freshwater (E. coli) 
o Primary contact 1 & 2 

 PCR 1: 126 colonies/100ml (GM); 399 colonies/100 ml (SS) 
 PCR 2: 206 colonies/100ml (GM); 652 colonies/100ml (SS) 

o Secondary contact 
 SCR: 630 colonies/100ml (GM); no SS critieria 

o Noncontact recreation 



 SCR: 1260 colonies/100ml (GM); no SS criteria 
 Saltwater (Enteroccocci) 

o Primary contact 1 
 35 colonies/100ml (GM); 104 colonies/100ml (SS) 

o Noncontact Recreation 
 350 colonies/100ml (GM); no SS criteria 

 Applicability (presumptions) 
 Asses based on geometric mean only 
 High saline inland water bodies 

• Nutrients 
 Reservoirs – Main body 
 Criteria based on historical chlorophyll a 

• TP and/or TN as a secondary criteria or screening implementation in permitting assessment 
• 307.6 Toxic Material 

 Revise existing human-health criteria; (eat more fish; address child exposure) 
 Mercury criterion for fish tissue; 0.7 ppm (TCEQ) versus 0.3 ppm (EPA) 
 Add criteria:23 human health, 2 aquatic life 
 Revise numerous toxic criteria 

• Whole Effluent Toxicity 
 In standards implementation procedures 
 Failure of lethal testing – TRE 
 TRE – (1)chemical limit or (2) WET limit 

• New EPA policy for WET 
 Include sublethal tox for TREs, WET limits 
 “Reasonable potential” – WET limit 
 Implement by July 2008 
 Require sublethal TRE for “persistent sublethal toxicity” now: in >12 permits 

• Other changes 
 Adding sole source drinking water 
 Segment boundary changes 
 Clarify assessment methods 
 Minor corrections and changes 
 Dechlorination 

• Effluent Bacteria monitoring 
 TCEQ requires effluent limit for chlorine: 

o Residual of 1-4 mg/L 
 EPA requiring bacteria monitoring/limits 
 EPA has objected to more than 75 permits 
 Interim and long term resolutions in progress 

General Permits Update – Yvonna Miramontes (Handout #2) 
• TXG110000 – Discharges from Concrete Production – Expires November 7, 2011 
• TXG130000 – Aquaculture – Expires April 18, 2011 
• TXG340000 – Petroleum Bulk Storage and Terminals – Expires April 23, 2012 
• TXG500000 – Discharges from quarries in the John Graves Scenic Riverway – Working on draft 
• TXG53000 – Harris County On-site – Expired April 31, 2008 – Waiting for agenda date 
• TXG670000 – Hydrostatic Testing – Expires April 5, 2010 
• TXG830000 – Water Contaminated by Petroleum product – Expired October 2007 – Waiting for 

Agenda date 
• TXG200000 – Manure Compost – Expired October 2007 – Waiting for agenda date 

 
Next meeting – Date and Topics 
 October 21, 1:15 pm – Send suggested topics to Katherine Flannery - kflanner@tceq.state.tx.us 
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