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The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is inviting you to a special session of the 
DWAWG for a follow-up session to our first meeting on May 18, 2012 to further discuss the 
streamlining of the desalination approval process.  The purpose of these meetings is to identify a 
solution to streamline the TCEQ drinking water processes involving approval of brackish 
groundwater desalination while assuring the required quality and quantity of drinking water; to 
work with a balanced group of stakeholders to identify potential alternatives to pilot studies for 
membrane filtration that provide solutions in developing new water supplies for the state; and to 
gather necessary information to support the regulatory program requirements. 
 
During the first meeting, the stakeholders identified computer models as a viable alternative to 
pilot studies for the treatment of secondary contaminants in brackish groundwater sources.  Based 
on the discussion at the May 18 stakeholder’s meeting, the TCEQ, with the help of a Texas Water 
Development Board’s project team studying alternatives to pilot studies, prepared the attached 
draft Staff Guidance document describing the information necessary for submittal of a computer 
model with supporting documentation (similar to an Engineering Report) and how the TCEQ 
would review the submittal.   
 
A Staff Guidance document was chosen because TCEQ could develop a Staff Guidance in the 
fastest timeframe.  This document explains to TCEQ and the regulated community how TCEQ will 
review the document.  This Staff Guidance is organized with a checklist at the beginning and more 
detailed information about how the review will be conducted.  The design engineer can use the 
document to know what information needs to be submitted and also how the TCEQ will review the 
submitted information.   Throughout the draft Staff Guidance there are highlighted areas that ask 
stakeholders for specific feedback.  At the meeting we will discuss the TCEQ requested topics and 
any other comments from stakeholders regarding the draft Staff Guidance document as well as the 
path forward for groundwater desalination reviews by the TCEQ. 

 



 
The agenda and summary from the May 18, 2012 meeting can be found at 
www.tceq.texas.gov/utilities/dwawg/awgroup.html.  If you cannot attend the meeting and would like 
to submit written comments, please submit the comments before August 28, 2012 to Marlo Wanielista 
Berg at the e-mail address below.  Should you have any questions, please contact Marlo Wanielista 
Berg by e-mail at Marlo.Berg@tceq.texas.gov or by phone at 512-239-6967. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Bob Patton, Jr., Manager 
Public Drinking Water Section  
Water Supply Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
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