
Drinking Water Advisory Work Group
January 9, 2001

Welcome and Introduction - Jack Schulze

Recent and Impending Personnel changes at the TNRCC - Jack Schulze
• Charles Maddox and Ron Beardon retiring

State Revolving Fund Update - Bruce Crawford
• Packet went out December 2000.
• “FY2001 Binding Commitments by Quarter” (Handout 1)

Source Water Assessment & Protection Update - John Meyer
• Assessments for all water systems due May 2003
• Working with USGS to develop assessment tool to perform task
• Using GIS and database tools

< surface water component can delineate watersheds
< large software component (GIS) used to determine potential sources of contaminants

and how they impact water sources
< groundwater component

• Begin assessments in January 2002
• Technical meeting this spring for update on accomplishments
• Working with small water communities to protect source water - Contract with TRWA
• Sent letter to 600 PWSs involved with wellhead protection efforts to see what BMPs being

used

Radionuclide Rule - Tony Bennett
• Radionuclide rule finalized in December 2000 by EPA
• EPA published NODA on April 21, 2000
• For Radionuclide MCLs and Schedule see Handout 2

Status on Radon, Arsenic and Groundwater Disinfection Rules - Tony Bennett
• Radon rule out by Spring 2001 (Handout 2)
• Arsenic rule sent to OMB - out by June 2001
• Proposed Arsenic MCL at 5 ppb, taking comment on 3, 10 and 20 ppb
• Current MCL of 0.05 mg/l has 10 violators; have heard EPA will approve 0.010 mg/l which

has 185 violators - see handout
• Groundwater rule proposed May 2000 - increased requirements on sanitary surveys
• Groundwater rule final November 2001

IESWTR and DBP1R Update ( the new monthly reports) - Jack Schulze
• Status of filter backwash and LTIESWTR on track



< form available on the internet

• Individual filter data not required until January 2002
• Draft instruction manual on the internet
• Filter backwash and LTIESWTR workgroup has asked to incorporate capital improvements

extension into TNRCC rules.  The extension is authorized by the SDWA  but the workgroup
needs to define the role it will play in Texas.
< 1st workgroup meeting will be in February - call Alicia Diehl if interested
< letters will go out at end of January

• Filter backwash and LTIESWTR rule did not come out in December as expected.  Rule out
this spring.

Drought Activities - Mike Lannen
• November and December were good months - lots of rain (Handout 3)
• 64 water systems still practicing some kind of mandatory or voluntary water restrictions
• Lake levels for Amistad and Falcon are up.
• Critical facilities is revising the 1996 Drought Reference Manual for 2001.
• All PWS should have Drought Contingency Plans.
• Water Awareness is voluntary.
• City of Throckmorton completed pipeline through STEP and grants from other agencies
• Pipeline supplies about 80,000 gpd - lake makes up difference
• Having pump station problems
• Construction on infrastructure delayed by rain

Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Update - Ron Beardon
• 800 Sampling events, 3000 samples - will increase in 2002-2003 to 5000 samples
• Financial burden on issue in collecting samples (costs for sampling rising) and TNRCC

manpower (state does not have primacy in this rule)
• Trying to help systems get money from SRF to help with sampling
• EPA finalized list of large system monitoring - provides list for screening monitoring
• 70 systems involved in screening monitoring

Chapter 291 & Submetering Rules Update - Doug Holcomb
• Chapter 291 and Submetering rules approved by Commission as recommended
• Chapter 293 rules on Commissioner’s agenda tomorrow - Published with no comment
• In process of moving administrative review to Permits Administrative Review Section
• Once administrative review is complete the permit goes to Utilities and Districts.
• Focus group on new simplified rate application for small IOUs - Meeting scheduled for January

23, 2001 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at TNRCC
• Trying to get all applications on the internet - CCN will be first
• Utility tariffs on internet also
• Capacity development training will be in Atlanta



Other Anticipated Legislative Initiatives - Everyone
• Biennial proposal to move youth camp drinking water back to Texas Health Department
• Funding issue - Sunset passed this on to Appropriations

• Drinking water PWS fee and regulatory assessment fee may be combined to a single fee
• OEPPA gave permission to proceed with some limited rulemaking.
• Chlorine gas - EPA proposed legislation -expanded this because of labeling challenges
• EPA says certified licensed operator must be present to administer.

Cross-Connection Control Activities - Jim Highberg
• Cross-Connection Control Workgroup asked permission to be involved and work with

Operators Certification Workgroup - No objections from the group

Other Issues/Discussions of Immediate Concern/PWS Capacity Requirements Ad-hoc
Workgroup and other “Capacity” Activities - Jack Schulze
• Executive Director asked PDW to put together a workgroup to look at minimum capacity

requirements as the apply to wholesalers - First meeting January 29, 2000
• Effort to develop guidance - meeting next week
• Guidance documents being developed for microbial toolbox
• Div we get everyone monitoring plans?

< Received 50 out of 300 systems
< Deadline extended until February 10, 2001
< All systems greater than 10,000 who treat surface water have to submit monitoring

plans.

Next Meeting Date/Location/Topics
• Next meeting - March 20, 2001 at TNRCC IN Building F, Room 2210
• Topics for next time:

< Legislative Update
< Radon Mitigation
< Multi Media Mitigation
< Chemical Sampling and Cost Contracts with TRWA
< Monitoring Plans
< 2004: Our Diversion fro SRF
< Drought Management Summary
< Rules Update


