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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Summary for Drinking Water Advisory Work Group
TCEQ Complex, Building F, Room 2210, June 7, 2005

12015 Park 35 Circle (I-35 North between Braker and Yager), 9:00 am - 12:00 noon

Welcome/Introduction: Buck Henderson, Section Manager, PDW, Water Supply Division (WSD).
• Drinking Water Advisory Work Group (DWAWG) members, guests, and attendees introduced themselves and their
affiliation.

TCEQ Staff Updates: Federal Rules: Tony Bennett, Technical Specialist, WSD-Rule Schedule  
(See handout)
• Federal Rule Overview
• DBP 2 (Disinfection By-Products) and LT2 (Long Term Phase 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment
Rule) will follow the groundwater rule.
• EPA is committed to get groundwater rule out by December 2006
Emergency Response
• TCEQ has purchased a "blast" fax so faxes can be sent to systems that do not have email
• A one hour Security Class has been developed to expose water operators to water system security issues. 
Water operators need to be aware of vulnerability assessments and emergency response plans, not just
administrators
• Water watchers training program has been developed  to involve neighbors, water system & police to
watch water system & distribution system
• Judy Rogers is taking over from Tony Bennett some Homeland Security grant and contract duties
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Technical Review & Oversight - Marlo Wanielista Berg: PDW 290 Rules & Technical Review & Oversight Team
(TROT)
• Thanks to those who attended internal DWAWG meeting April 18, 2005
• HB 2430 is currently waiting signature from the Governor.  It includes the creation of a Rainwater
Harvesting committee and language from SB 1225 about establishing standards for rainwater harvesting.

Drinking Water Protection: Greg Rogers, Team Leader, Drinking Water Protection Team
• Groundwater rule deadline was delayed by EPA 
• Preliminary work on hydrogeologic sensitivity assessment of the Ground Water Rule is complete -

drinking water protection team is anticipating additional required raw water samples.  Reviewing
existing raw sample tracking and developing letters to notify systems that have not submitted raw
samples.

• Staff are working to improve lab data submittal.  Electronic data submittal is preferred for both
efficiency and data quality.  Some labs use non standard forms and may generate problems with data
entry. 

• The Total Coliform Guidance Document is available on TCEQ website as well as more information
regarding electronic data submittal and TCEQ lab forms.

Drinking Water Quality: Alicia Diehl, Team Leader, Drinking Water Quality Team
• Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) template created in-house by Marie Knipfer rather than done by

subcontractor as in previous years. 
• Gary Regner created Adobe CCR template files which are available on TCEQ website
• Data acquisition, quality control and data entry for CCR is outsourced to Texas Engineering Extension

(TEEX) outsourced contract
• CCR source water assessment (SWA) language was agreed on in stakeholder meeting so that public is

fully informed about source water but doesn’t panic. If additional discussion or changes are needed,
these will be initiated in September DWAWG meeting.

• Failure to provide CCR to customers is a significant noncompliance (SNC) as defined by EPA.
Currently systems with 5 consecutive years of violation are being sent to enforcement now. Others will
follow.

• Arsenic training (primarily “train the trainer”) here on October 5, 2005 TCEQ, room 2210, Contact
Mike Howell at 512/239-1108

• Preparing for Stage 2 Disinfection Byproduct Rule (DBP2).  Early implementation  to systems that serve
greater than 100,000 customers is Initial Distribution System Evaluation (IDSE). Followed by 50,000 to
99,999, then a year later 10,000 to 49,999, and finally those systems less than 10,000.

• TCEQ hopes to implement DBP2 early elements for systems serving greater than 100,000 so that these
systems will deal with TCEQ rather than EPA

Homeland Security Buck Henderson for Judy Rogers, Ph.D., TCEQ PDW Homeland Security Coordinator
• Homeland security Bioterrorism Act was geared toward larger water systems.
• Homeland security for water systems serving less than 3,300 population is a voluntary program.
• TCEQ will provide vulnerability assessment and emergency response guidance.
• Working with ASDWA to develop a recognition program for those small systems that go above and beyond
in homeland security.
• Systems will receive a mass-mailout on how to respond to security breach to critical infrastructure associated
with Senate Bill 9.
• Small systems are a resource limited so TCEQ will provide as much assistance as possible
Once the "Enhanced Communications Plan" is "up and running," we will make a mass mail-out that will provide
an outline alerting systems in how to handle any incidents.  
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Update on Field OPS Division (FOD)-Elston Johnson
• No more verbal violations, only written violations;
• “Area of concern” during investigation will replace “verbal” violation;
• “Additional Issues” will not show up as a violation if addressed in 14 days;
• eligible for field citation is when a water utility fails to issue a boil water notice;
• As of September 2005, the hand-held device will be in use.

Michelle Abrams Team Leader, Utilities and District Section
Due to the high Legislative interest in the rates and CCN Programs, procedures for rates and CCN will be given
a review and there will be changes to come in these two programs.
• U&D was greatly affected by legislative session
• 63 uncontested CCN applications
• 70 STM-uncontested
• 196 pending
• no uncontested CCn applications nor STM went over 180 & 365 day timeframes
• received 39 CCN/STM applications in April
• received 19 CCN/STM application in May
• since June 2, 2005, bills that passed include 841 (rates charges by utility to RV) Parks for potable water

or wastewater service 
• Companion Bill to HB 841
• HB 1358-TCEQ’s jurisdiction over water supply or sewer service
• HB2301- Proceedings corporations involving the change of rates of a water and sewer utility
• HB2876-CCN for water & sewer service
• HB3527-Ability of certain water supply or sewer service corporation to dissolve and transfer assets to a

city.
• SB1811-Companion bill to HB3527
• SB1063-Rates of certain retail public utilities
• Stakeholders would like to be involved in rulemaking process
• Plan Review received 359 pending average processing time+ 45 days
On Rate Applications: Receive 5 applications, Pending -30 and Average processing time= 104 days
On Districts-Major applications: Received -24 and Pending- 139, Minor Applications: Received -61, Pending
252 and Average Processing Time= 79 Days

Diego Abrego, Districts Review Team, Utilities and District Section

• Districts reviewed approximately 400 bills
• Districts reviewed about 50 proposed bills for district creation
• Districts will consider the impact HB 1208 may have on existing rules. The bill limits a MUD's eminent

domain powers outside its boundaries
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Stakeholder Updates, Issues & Upcoming Training Events- Buck Henderson

Community Resource Group: good funding resources for small systems
American Water Works Association: Annual Conference in California
City of Austin: Training on DBP 2 rule.  Training in Austin on July 13th & 14th

Texas Rural Water Association: CCN rulemaking will be a major issue and upcoming training will be soon.
Independent Water and Sewer Companies of Texas: Sept. 9, Seminar, Rulemaking and potentiality got
expensive for utilities to provide notice
Association of Water Board Directors: would like input on CCN rulemaking

PDW Conference: *The TCEQ Public Drinking Water Conference is planned for August 9th and 10th at the
Hyatt–Town Lake in Austin and will include presentations from the Public Drinking Water Section and the Utilities
and Districts Section.  (Free Conference and there is a $4 parking fee). 

CCN issues PDW will conduct one on one with staff                                                                     
Rate increase cases           exhibitors will attend                       Register on TEEX website

List of Upcoming Training Conferences, Meetings, Public Forums

June 2005
TRWA Professional
Arlington, Texas
June 8 - 9, 2005

AWWA Annual Conference and Exposition 
San Francisco, California
June 12-16, 2005 

TRWA Utility Regulations 
Austin, Texas
June 23 - 24

AWBD Summer Conference
Corpus Christi
June 23 - 25, 2005

July 2005
TRWA Technical Conference
Galveston, Texas
July 13 - 14

CASE Conference
South Padre Island, Texas
July 14 - 16

*July 28 Workshop Set for Bastrop:
“Providing Training to Small Water Systems Managers on
Homeland Security, Capacity Building, and Source Water
Protection”.
http://water-workshop.tamu.edu

August 2005 
Public Drinking Water Conference 2005 
Austin, Texas
August 9 - 10, 2005

TRWA Water District’s Conference
Kerrville, Texas
August 31 - September 2, 2005

October 2005
TRWA Fall Management Conference
San Antonio, Texas
October 5 - 6, 2005

November 2005
TRWA Fall Management Conference
Dallas, Texas
November 9 - 10, 2005

( It was announced that Tony Bennett will be retiring on August 31st.  DWAWG wishes him a fond farewall, good
luck and many thanks for his years of contribution to DWAWG and PDW. 

Next Meeting: September 13, 2005, Building F, Room 2210, 9:00 am - 12:00 noon
The Water Quality Advisory Work Group will not meet on September 13, 2005 that afternoon.




