
DRINKING WATER ADVISORY WORK GROUP 
Meeting Summary - June 27, 2000

Welcome and Introduction - Charles Maddox

State Revolving Fund Update - Bruce Crawford
• Intended Use Plan public hearing - August 10, Stephen F. Austin Building, Austin
• Submitted to EPA, coordinating with TNRCC
• 27 projects received- 7 commitments- 53+ million
• 8 commitments from disadvantaged communities- 44+million

Source Water Assessment & Protection - Brad Cross
• SWAP Implementation on target
• Developing software & databases
• Good progress on delineation for ground water
• Will still consider 1000' area from center of stream, but looking at slope model
• Retrieving records & making progress with Non-point source
• EPA & other agencies producing data centers
• SWAP public forum June 14 - Provided demonstration of program and how assessments

would be conducted
• Working with TRWA - 40 systems per year
• City of Bonham- developed site-specific protection plan - outside of TMDL arena
• Inclusion of Big Bend into SWAP - Inventory conducted & worked with TRWA on

reports
• Big Bend is the 1st National Park to enter SWAP
• SWAP is the 1st Water Protection Program under Clean Water Act-Mandated under Safe

Drinking Water Act
• Sent Plan to EPA in November
• Evaluates the susceptibility of public wells to contamination
• Partnered with USGS to find best way to make assessments
• Gathering data sets from TNRCC and other agencies to assess public water systems
• No protection program is mandatory, focusing on public awareness

Drought Activities - Mike Lannen
• Several systems released from rationing status (Handout #1)
• Number of systems impacted by drought this year compared to other years (Handout #2)
• Critical Facilities Team working with the city of Throckmorton - limited supply of water
• Throckmorton reported they had 90 days of water the first week of May
• TNRCC suggested several short term options
• Arranged meetings to facilitate emergency interconnects
• City of Albany agreed to an above-ground interconnect with Throckmorton 
•  Critical Facilities Team urging systems adopt Drought Contingency Plans (Handout #3)
• CF Team sending letters to Investor-owned utilities about DCPs since they have to amend

tariffs
• CF Team can help water systems with long-term planning



Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring - Tony Bennett
• Implemented in 1993 to gather data - EPA looks at it and then decides whether to pass

regulations governing standards
• Will affect large systems over 10,000 - will be sampling
• Smaller systems sampled randomly
• Texas has 71 small systems less than 10,000
• Small systems sampled once - cost paid for by EPA
• Cost of collection will be paid for by TNRCC who also do sampling
• Sampling cycle runs January1, 2000 - December 31, 2003
• Will merge this sampling schedule with existing one
• Large systems with surface water have to take quarterly samples
• Ground Water systems must take samples twice per year
• Systems >10,000 will have to pay cost of sampling

Operator Certification Rule - Juanita Lopez
• Proposed rule changes  (Handout #4)
• Submitted initial program to EPA- they provided minimal comments
• One EPA comment was : Needing diverse stakeholder representation on the advisory

committee
• No news on status of reimbursement money for operator certification
• Sunset- occupational licensing is ancillary program- leaving it up to Legislature if they

want it moved
• Rules - Should be posted in Texas Register end of July
• Water and Wastewater rules listed under Chapter 325

< Subchapter A - Water
< Subchapter B - Wastewater (Both go into effect June 2001)
< Subchapter D & E -Interim rules going into effect between Dec. & June -

essentially these are rules that in place now.
• Statutory Authority for the Residential Operator Program lies with the Plumber’s Board,

then TDH, to be discussed who will administer the program or if it is discontinued
• Operator fees raised to $40 for D, $60 for C, B, & A certificates
• Will let licenses run out first before they are converted to 3 year licenses
• No fee on perpetual license

Surface Water Treatment Rule and Disinfection By-Product Rule Update - Jack Schulze
• Rule proposed for comment in April
• Going to Texas Register for formatting today (June 27)
• Goes to Agenda on July 26th for adoption if Air SIPS hasn’t bumped it to Sept 6
• Met all deadlines for July 26th

• Comments - Daily Record Keeping Requirements reduced to weekly
• SDWA - provision to allow states to extend compliance dates to 2 years for capital

improvements
• DBP rules on track
• Consecutive systems - need better guidelines



Regional Water Plans - Bill Millican
• Regional Water Plans due in 9 weeks
• Adopted plans due to TWDB by January 2001
• Drafts due by October 1, 2000
• Public hearing held prior to submission - available for inspection at public libraries so that

public hearing can be held
• TWDB provides in on website
• 16 Regional Planning Groups
• 2,250 groups are tracked and will have to have specific water quality needs analysis
• 700-1000 water used groups will need additional water supplies in the next 50 years
• Systems with <500 are put into “County Other” category - includes over 800 WSCs and

MUDs in Harris County
• Round 2 will look at smaller groups of water users

Chapter 291 Rule Update - Wayne Wiley
• Proposed rules went on agenda June 14, published in Texas Register on June 30
• 30 day deadline for comments (Handout #5)
• SB1 created Drought Contingency Plans
• Definition of Affected County changed - any county with any part within 50 miles of

international boundary
• Allows TNRCC to make decisions in EDAP county between better of two entities

TNRCC Staff & Regulatory Guidances - Charles Maddox
• List of Staff Guidances (Handout #6)
• TNRCC Publications (Handout #7)

Next Meeting
• September 26, 9:30am-12:00noon, place TBA
• Suggested Topics: SRF, Drought, Rules Update


